
 

Saul Saw Opportunity  
1 Samuel 13:1-4:  Saul lived for one year and then became king, and when he had reigned for two years 
over Israel, 2 Saul chose three thousand men of Israel. Two thousand were with Saul in Michmash and the 
hill country of Bethel, and a thousand were with Jonathan in Gibeah of Benjamin. The rest of the people he 
sent home, every man to his tent. 3 Jonathan defeated the garrison of the Philistines that was at Geba, and 
the Philistines heard of it. And Saul blew the trumpet throughout all the land, saying, “Let the Hebrews 
hear.” 4 And all Israel heard it said that Saul had defeated the garrison of the Philistines, and also that 
Israel had become a stench to the Philistines. And the people were called out to join Saul at Gilgal. 	

Saul organizes an army. A new phase of warfare for Israel. An army like other nations.  
Saul takes the credit. Normal for kings in this era. A king like other nations. 	
1 Samuel 14:6b, “Perhaps the Lord will help us, for nothing can hinder the Lord. He can win a battle whether 
he has many warriors or only a few!”	
James 4:10: Humble yourselves before the Lord, and He will exalt you. 

Saul Saw Fear  
1 Samuel 3:5-7: And the Philistines mustered to fight with Israel, thirty thousand chariots and six 
thousand horsemen and troops like the sand on the seashore in multitude. They came up and encamped in 
Michmash, to the east of Beth-aven. 6 When the men of Israel saw that they were in trouble (for the people 
were hard pressed), the people hid themselves in caves and in holes and in rocks and in tombs and in 
cisterns, 7 and some Hebrews crossed the fords of the Jordan to the land of Gad and Gilead. Saul was still at 
Gilgal, and all the people followed him trembling.  	

They are outnumbered: “like the sand on the seashore in multitude” (5). 
Exodus 14:24-25: The Egyptians pursued them, and all Pharaoh’s horses and chariots and horsemen followed 
them into the sea. During the last watch of the night the Lord looked down from the pillar of fire and cloud at the 
Egyptian army and threw it into confusion. He jammed the wheels of their chariots so that they had difficulty 
driving. And the Egyptians said, “Let’s get away from the Israelites! The Lord is fighting for them against Egypt.”	
Trembling. This level of fear can be a sign of looking in the wrong direction. They needed spiritual insight. 
2 Timothy 1:7, For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives us power, love and self-discipline. 

 

PART 11 

WHAT  

SAUL SAW 
1 SAMUEL 13:1-23



Saul Saw A Gap  
1 Samuel 13:8-15: He waited seven days, the time appointed by Samuel. But Samuel did not come to Gilgal, 
and the people were scattering from him. 9 So Saul said, “Bring the burnt offering here to me, and the peace 
offerings.” And he offered the burnt offering. 10 As soon as he had finished offering the burnt offering, behold, 
Samuel came. And Saul went out to meet him and greet him. 11 Samuel said, “What have you done?” And 
Saul said, “When I saw that the people were scattering from me, and that you did not come within the days 
appointed, and that the Philistines had mustered at Michmash, 12 I said, ‘Now the Philistines will come down 
against me at Gilgal, and I have not sought the favor of the Lord.’ So I forced myself, and offered the burnt 
offering.” 13 And Samuel said to Saul, “You have done foolishly. You have not kept the command of the Lord 
your God, with which he commanded you. For then the Lord would have established your kingdom over 
Israel forever. 14 But now your kingdom shall not continue. The Lord has sought out a man after his own 
heart, and the Lord has commanded him to be prince over his people, because you have not kept what the 
Lord commanded you.” 15 And Samuel arose and went up from Gilgal. The rest of the people went up after 
Saul to meet the army; they went up from Gilgal to Gibeah of Benjamin. 

1 Samuel 10:8, Then go down before me to Gilgal. And behold, I am coming down to you to offer burnt 
offerings and to sacrifice peace offerings. Seven days you shall wait, until I come to you and show you what 
you shall do.” 
Seven days. Some note that this could have been only the beginning of the seventh day or that Saul 
waited the minimal amount of time possible.   
Saul did what!? Samuel’s priestly and prophetic ministry included intercessory prayer and sacrifices, and 
divine wisdom. Saul has clearly overstepped his boundary as King.   
Three (lame) excuses. 1) People were scattering. 2) Samuel did not come. 3) Philistines had gathered.	

Saul Saw Disadvantage  
1 Samuel 13:16-23: And Saul numbered the people who were present with him, about six hundred men. 
16 And Saul and Jonathan his son and the people who were present with them stayed in Geba of Benjamin, 
but the Philistines encamped in Michmash. 17 And raiders came out of the camp of the Philistines in three 
companies. One company turned toward Ophrah, to the land of Shual; 18 another company turned toward 
Beth-horon; and another company turned toward the border that looks down on the Valley of Zeboim 
toward the wilderness. 19 Now there was no blacksmith to be found throughout all the land of Israel, for the 
Philistines said, “Lest the Hebrews make themselves swords or spears.” 20 But every one of the Israelites went 
down to the Philistines to sharpen his plowshare, his mattock, his axe, or his sickle, 21 and the charge was 
two-thirds of a shekel for the plowshares and for the mattocks, and a third of a shekel for sharpening the 
axes and for setting the goads. 22 So on the day of the battle there was neither sword nor spear found in the 
hand of any of the people with Saul and Jonathan, but Saul and Jonathan his son had them. 23 And the 
garrison of the Philistines went out to the pass of Michmash.	

A dark picture. Only 600 (of the original 3,000) men remain, raiders are coming and going in three 
directions, Philistines control all blacksmithing, Israel has no real weapons.  
God shines in dark backgrounds. 1st Samuel shows several pictures of God’s power in the midst of 
desperate situations: Hannah’s miraculous pregnancy, Samuel’s miraculous victory, it will also be seen as 
David defeats Goliath. Nothing is impossible with God.  
2 Kings 6:16, “Don’t be afraid,” … “Those who are with us are more than those who are with them.”	
2 Corinthians 5:7, For we walk by faith, not by sight.


