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Gateway Worship Service Guidelines 2020 
 
The Gateway Church staff and volunteers care for the health of everyone who attends our church and 
those in our community.  We have worked hard over the last few months to plan and implement 
changes that we feel not only complies with Washington State’s requirements for COVID-19, but also 
reflects our dedication to your health and limiting the spread of this virus.  Gateway is now ready to 
open to the doors and return to worshipping together under one roof on July 12, 2020 at 9:00am and 
11:00am.  Here are several things you need to know so that you can be ready and make preparations 
to worship together again: 
 
Before Coming to Church:  The following questions provide a general way to screen ourselves before 
going out the door.  We are asking you to stay home if you, or any member of your household, can 
answer yes to any questions such as; 1) Do you have any respiratory symptoms?  2) Have you had a 
fever of 100.4 or higher in the last 3 days?  3)Have you been exposed to anyone who has tested 
positive for COVID-19 in the last 14 days?  

 
When You Get Here:  Doors will be opened 15 minutes before the service starts and here are a few 
things to keep in mind: 

• Sanitizing hands upon entering is required.  Touch-free sanitizing stations can be found as you 
enter near both main entrances and throughout the facility as well as free cloth masks and 
tissues at each station.   

• Social Distancing is required for all faith-based gatherings in Washington State.  We ask for 
everyone to help us honor this by maintaining a 6 foot distance with others (not in your 
household) and to not partake in physical contact such as shaking hands or hugging.     

• Coffee Station – coffee and tea will not be served while there are social distancing restrictions.   
• Bathrooms are open – limit of 2 people allowed in the bathrooms at a time in accordance with 

Washington requirements.  Because access to the main bathrooms is through a narrow 
hallway, only one person will be allowed down the hall at one time.  A hall manager will be 
stationed at the entry to help provide assistance. 

• Gym and Downstairs are closed. 
 
Taking a Seat:  There are seats available mostly in the auditorium, but also in limited numbers in the 
lobby, the upstairs “cry room”, and overflow seating (live video) in the Student Worship Center.  
Sitting 6 feet away from others is required for everyone, except if you are sitting next to those in your 
household.  To help keep this distance from others in finding a seat, each chair is approximately 2 
feet wide – so 3 chairs represent about 6’.  Floor is marked with tape to designate walking path 
helping to ensure 6’ social distancing.    
 
During Services:  The offering will not be passed.  Instead, there will be boxes located at the entrance 
to the sanctuary or you can sign up for online giving at gateway.org/give.  At this time, we will not be 
able to offer Kids Church, preschool class, or childcare in the nursery.  There will be activity sheets 
and crayons provided for families with young kids and a children’s segment will be a part of each 
worship service.   
 
   


