Part 33

Same
Nature;
Better
News
Acts 14:8-18

THE BIG IDEA:

BE A POINTER, NOT _________________!

Christians Are Of Like ___________
Acts 14:8-15a, Now at Lystra there was a man sitting who could not use
his feet. He was crippled from birth and had never walked. He listened
to Paul speaking. And Paul, looking intently at him and seeing that he
had faith to be made well, said in a loud voice, “Stand upright on your
feet.” And he sprang up and began walking. And when the crowds saw
what Paul had done, they lifted up their voices, saying in Lycaonian,
“The gods have come down to us in the likeness of men!” Barnabas they
called Zeus, and Paul, Hermes, because he was the chief speaker. And
the priest of Zeus, whose temple was at the entrance to the city, brought
oxen and garlands to the gates and wanted to offer sacriGice with the
crowds. But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of it, they tore
their garments and rushed out into the crowd, crying out, “Men, why
are you doing these things? We also are men, of like nature with you…
Like Nature: Ontological: what sort of “beings” we are
We are created beings: sinners saved by grace.

Christians Have Better __________
Acts 14:15, “Men, why are you doing these things? We also are men, of
like nature with you, and we bring you good news, that you should turn
from these vain things to a living God, who made the heaven and the
earth and the sea and all that is in them.
The Good News will sound like bad news at first! We must
turn from vain things to the living God. We must stop looking to
created things to meet our needs and turn to the Creator.

Romans 1:18-20, For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by
their unrighteousness suppress the truth. For what can be
known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to
them. For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power
and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the
creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So
they are without excuse.
Acts 14:16-17, In past generations he allowed all the nations to
walk in their own ways. Yet he did not leave himself without
witness, for he did good by giving you rains from heaven and
fruitful seasons, satisfying your hearts with food and gladness.”
If you want to be a powerful pointer, cultivate a heart that is
mindful of God’s goodness.
Sharing your faith becomes easier and more natural
when you remember God’s Goodness.

Psalm 103:2-5, Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his
beneGits, who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases, who redeems your life from the pit, who crowns you with
steadfast love and mercy, who satisGies you with good so that
your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.
Psalm 71:15-16, My mouth will tell of your righteous acts, of
your deeds of salvation all the day, for their number is past my
knowledge. With the mighty deeds of the Lord God I will come;
I will remind them of your righteousness, yours alone.

LIVING IT OUT
1. Actively _______________ God’s blessings
2. Thank God for ___________________
3. Tell ______________________ about it

