
  

THE BIBLE ON OATHS & VOWS 
1. THEY WERE ENCOURAGED 

Deuteronomy 10:20, You shall fear the Lord your God. You shall serve him 
and hold fast to him, and by his name you shall swear. 

2. NOT KEEPING THEM WAS DISCOURAGED 
Numbers 30:2, If  a man vows a vow to the Lord, or swears an oath to bind 
himself  by a pledge, he shall not break his word. He shall do according to all 
that proceeds out of  his mouth. 

3. RELIGIOUS FINGER-CROSSING WASN’T LEGIT 
Matthew 23:16-22, Woe to you, blind guides, who say, “If  anyone swears 
by the temple, it is nothing, but if  anyone swears by the gold of  the temple, 
he is bound by his oath.”…And you say, “If  anyone swears by the altar, it 
is nothing, but if  anyone swears by the gift that is on the altar, he is bound 
by his oath.” 

Matthew 5:33-37, Again you have heard that it was said to those of  old, 
“You shall not swear falsely, but shall perform to the Lord what you have 
sworn.” But I say to you, Do not take an oath at all, either by heaven, for it 
is the throne of  God, or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, 
for it is the city of  the great King. And do not take an oath by your head, for 
you cannot make one hair white or black. Let what you say be simply “Yes” 
or “No”; anything more than this comes from evil. 

BE RADICAL: _______________________ 
James 5:12, But above all, my brothers, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth 
or by any other oath, but let your “yes” be yes and your “no” be no, so that you 
may not fall under condemnation. 

Ephesians 4:25, Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of  you speak 
the truth with his neighbor, for we are members one of  another. 

Ephesians 4:15, Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way 
into him who is the head, into Christ, 

JAMES ON STRAIGHT TALK: 
1. Ask For ____________________ 

James 1:5, If  any of  you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all 
without reproach, and it will be given him. 

2. ____________________ My Mouth 
James 1:19a, Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear, slow to 
speak 

3. Change ______________________ 
James 3:6-12, And the tongue is a fire, a world of  unrighteousness. The tongue is set 
among our members, staining the whole body, setting on fire the entire course of  life, and 
set on fire by hell. For every kind of  beast and bird, of  reptile and sea creature, can be 
tamed and has been tamed by mankind, but no human being can tame the tongue. It is 
a restless evil, full of  deadly poison. With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we 
curse people who are made in the likeness of  God…Can a fig tree, my brothers, bear 
olives, or a grapevine produce figs? Neither can a salt pond yield fresh water. 

Romans 12:2, Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of  
your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of  God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect. 

John 17:17, Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 

Colossians 3:16, Let the word of  Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing 
one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thank-
fulness in your hearts to God. 

4. Keep It _______________________ 
James 5:12b, …but let your “yes” be yes and your “no” be no, so that you may not fall 
under condemnation. 

23: STRAIGHT TALK

BIBLE: What scripture has most captured your attention this week?

FAITH: Is there some specific way in which God has been moving you to 
put your faith into action? What is it? How can your Grow Group help? 

THANKFULNESS: What are we thanking God for today? 

OIKOS: What opportunity is God giving you in your oikos relationships? 

SERMON: What idea from this week’s sermon are you attempting to apply?


