
  JONAH: THE BASICS 
CONTEXT: Old Testament; Minor Prophets; 4 chapters; 48 verses; 
(auto)biographical; Dove; 760BC 

2 Kings 14:23-25, In the fifteenth year of  Amaziah the son of  Joash, king 
of  Judah, Jeroboam the son of  Joash, king of  Israel, began to reign in 
Samaria, and he reigned forty-one years. And he did what was evil in the 
sight of  the LORD. He did not depart from all the sins of  Jeroboam the son 
of  Nebat, which he made Israel to sin. He restored the border of  Israel from 
Lebo-hamath as far as the Sea of  the Arabah, according to the word of  the 
LORD, the God of  Israel, which he spoke by his servant Jonah the son of  
Amittai, the prophet, who was from Gath-hepher. 

PROPHET: a divinely chosen group of people to whom God would 
speak regarding the things he was going to do among the nations 

SUGGESTED THEMES: 
Racism & nationalism 
God’s call to Missions 
The struggle to trust God 
What it means to love your neighbor as yourself without 
prejudice 
How God can be both merciful & just 
Evangelism & the Sovereignty of God 
The Character of God 
Salvation belongs to the Lord 

GOD: ______________________ 
Jonah 1:1-2, Now the word of  the LORD came to Jonah the son of  
Amittai, saying, “Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and call out against 
it, for their evil has come up before me.” 

JONAH: _____________________ 
Jonah 1:3, But Jonah rose to flee to Tarshish from the presence of  the 
LORD. He went down to Joppa and found a ship going to Tarshish. So 
he paid the fare and went down into it, to go with them to Tarshish, 
away from the presence of  the LORD. 

Jonah had a big problem with the job he was given and an even 
bigger problem with the One who gave it to him. 
Jonah reasoned that because he couldn’t see any good reasons 
for God’s command, there couldn’t be any. 

Genesis 2:16-17, And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “You 
may surely eat of  every tree of  the garden, but of  the tree of  the 
knowledge of  good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat 
of  it you shall surely die.” 

Genesis 3:6, So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, 
and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to 
make one wise, she took of  its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to 
her husband who was with her, and he ate. 

It has been said that our problem in obeying God is not that we 
do not understand what he is saying, but that we do! 

GOD: _______________________ 
Jonah 1:3-4, But Jonah rose to flee to Tarshish from the presence of  the 
LORD. He went down to Joppa and found a ship going to Tarshish. So 
he paid the fare and went down into it, to go with them to Tarshish, 
away from the presence of  the LORD. But the LORD hurled a great 
wind upon the sea, and there was a mighty tempest on the sea, so that 
the ship threatened to break up. 

Jonah knew he couldn’t escape God - since God is omnipresent 
- but he thought he could try to ignore God. 
What Jonah learned: God loves us too much to be Ignored! 

Luke 11:28, Blessed are those who hear the word of  God and obey it. 

Is there some area of life where I’ve been running from God or 
playing the “I’ll do it later” game? 

Part 1: 
ON THE RUN


