
  Judges 21:25,	In	those	days	there	was	no	king	in	Israel.	Everyone	did	what	was	right	in	
his	own	eyes.	
 	
Hebrews 11:32,	And	what	more	shall	I	say?	For	time	would	fail	me	to	tell	of	Gideon,	
Barak,	Samson,	Jephthah,	of	David	and	Samuel	and	the	prophets.	

1. JUDGES WERE ________________ 
Judges 6:11-12,	Now	the	angel	of	the	Lord	came	and	sat	under	the	terebinth	at	Ophrah,	which	
belonged	to	Joash	the	Abiezrite,	while	his	son	Gideon	was	beating	out	wheat	in	the	winepress	to	
hide	it	from	the	Midianites.	And	the	angel	of	the	Lord	appeared	to	him	and	said	to	him,	“The	
Lord	is	with	you,	O	mighty	man	of	valor.”	

Gideon had the faith to obey God despite overwhelming odds against success. 
However, he dealt with his doubts by testing God, was merciless towards those who 
didn’t fully support him, and lived as if he were a king. 

Judges 4:6-7,	She	sent	and	summoned	Barak…and	said	to	him,	“Has	not	the	Lord,	the	God	of	
Israel,	commanded	you,	‘Go,	gather	your	men	at	Mount	Tabor,	taking	10,000	from	the	people	of	
Naphtali	and	the	people	of	Zebulun.	And	I	will	draw	out	Sisera,	the	general	of	Jabin’s	army,	to	
meet	you	by	the	river	Kishon	with	his	chariots	and	his	troops,	and	I	will	give	him	into	your	
hand’?”	

Barak obeyed God by fighting against a vastly superior enemy, knowing he would 
not receive the glory typically given to a victorious commander. However, his trust in God 
was conditional. 

Judges 13:24-25,	Then	the	woman	gave	birth	to	a	son	and	named	him	Samson;	and	the	child	
grew	up	and	the	Lord	blessed	him.	And	the	Spirit	of	the	Lord	began	to	stir	him	in	Mahaneh-dan,	
between	Zorah	and	Eshtaol.	

God chose Samson (before his birth) to serve Israel as a Judge. God’s Spirit was 
upon Samson and gave him super-natural strength, amazing victories over the Philistines, 
and he served Israel for twenty years. However, he was immature, impulsive, he trampled 
on his God-given Nazarite Vow, murdered thirty men in order to pay for a bet he lost, and 
more!  

Judges 11:29,	Then	the	Spirit	of	the	Lord	was	upon	Jephthah,	and	he	passed	through	Gilead	and	
Manasseh	and	passed	on	to	Mizpah	of	Gilead,	and	from	Mizpah	of	Gilead	he	passed	on	to	the	
Ammonites.	

Jephthah overcame difficult circumstances to become an infamous warrior, was 
enlisted by Israel to lead them against oppression, had the Spirit of God upon him, and 
obtained a great victory. However, he also made a terrible, sinful, and unnecessary vow 
that resulted in the death of his daughter. 

2. IT’S A MATTER ______________ 
Hebrews 11:1,	Now	faith	is	the	assurance	of	things	hoped	for,	the	conviction	of	things	not	seen.	

Biblical faith is not faith in faith; it is not having faith in yourself. True and saving faith is 
about trusting something outside ourselves. It is trusting in Christ! 
Assurance Of Things Hoped For: things in the future that have not yet happened. 
Conviction Of Things Not Seen: past events we did not witness. 
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Hebrews 11:3,	By	faith	we	understand	that	the	universe	was	created	by	the	word	of	God,	so	that	
what	is	seen	was	not	made	out	of	things	that	are	visible.	

True Faith trusts God; what He has done and what He will do. 

Mark 9:24,	Immediately	the	father	of	the	child	cried	out	and	said,	“I	believe;	help	my	unbelief!”	
When a person of faith struggles with doubt, they look to God, not away from Him. 

Ephesians 2:8,	For	by	grace	you	have	been	saved	through	faith.	And	this	is	not	your	own	doing;	
it	is	the	gift	of	God,	

Hebrews 11:2,	For	by	it	the	people	of	old	received	their	commendation.	
True Faith has an object: Jesus Christ! 
All the Old Testament Saints put their trust in the Messiah who was yet to come; it 
was a matter of faith. For believers today, we look back at Christ, his life and his 
work; it is a matter of faith. 

Hebrews 11:6,	And	without	faith	it	is	impossible	to	please	him,	for	whoever	would	draw	near	to	
God	must	believe	that	he	exists	and	that	he	rewards	those	who	seek	him.	

Faith is Relational: it is what connects us to Christ and is the only way we can have a 
relationship with Him. 

3. THE BAD NEWS OF JUDGES IS      
ACTUALLY _________________ 
Judges illustrates that we are not saved by doing good works or being good enough. We 
are saved by faith in Christ and the resulting grace He gives to us. Judges illustrates for us 
why we need a Savior. 

Ephesians 2:8-10,	For	by	grace	you	have	been	saved	through	faith.	And	this	is	not	your	own	
doing;	it	is	the	gift	of	God,	not	a	result	of	works,	so	that	no	one	may	boast.	For	we	are	his	
workmanship,	created	in	Christ	Jesus	for	good	works,	which	God	prepared	beforehand,	that	we	
should	walk	in	them.	

Good Works are the result of Faith; not the other way around. 

Hebrews 11:32-34,	And	what	more	shall	I	say?	For	time	would	fail	me	to	tell	of	Gideon,	Barak,	
Samson,	Jephthah,	of	David	and	Samuel	and	the	prophets	-	who	through	faith	conquered	
kingdoms,	enforced	justice,	obtained	promises,	stopped	the	mouths	of	lions,	quenched	the	
power	of	[ire,	escaped	the	edge	of	the	sword,	were	made	strong	out	of	weakness,	became	
mighty	in	war,	put	foreign	armies	to	[light.	

The Books of Judges and Hebrews prove that God can save and use imperfect 
people. 

4. DON’T FORGET TO _____________ 
Judges 8:34,	And	the	people	of	Israel	did	not	remember	the	Lord	their	God,	who	had	delivered	
them	from	the	hand	of	all	their	enemies	on	every	side.	

 	
 	
 	

		


