
  

John 3:22-31 
After	this	Jesus	and	his	disciples	went	into	the	Judean	countryside,	and	he	remained	
there	with	them	and	was	baptizing.	John	also	was	baptizing	at	Aenon	near	Salim,	

because	water	was	plentiful	there,	and	people	were	coming	and	being	baptized	(for	John	
had	not	yet	been	put	in	prison).	Now	a	discussion	arose	between	some	of	John’s	disciples	
and	a	Jew	over	puriAication.	And	they	came	to	John	and	said	to	him,	“Rabbi,	he	who	was	
with	you	across	the	Jordan,	to	whom	you	bore	witness	-	look,	he	is	baptizing,	and	all	are	
going	to	him.”	John	answered,	“A	person	cannot	receive	even	one	thing	unless	it	is	given	
him	from	heaven.	You	yourselves	bear	me	witness,	that	I	said,	‘I	am	not	the	Christ,	but	I	
have	been	sent	before	him.’	The	one	who	has	the	bride	is	the	bridegroom.	The	friend	of	
the	bridegroom,	who	stands	and	hears	him,	rejoices	greatly	at	the	bridegroom’s	voice.	
Therefore	this	joy	of	mine	is	now	complete.	He	must	increase,	but	I	must	decrease.”	He	
who	comes	from	above	is	above	all.	He	who	is	of	the	earth	belongs	to	the	earth	and	

speaks	in	an	earthly	way.	He	who	comes	from	heaven	is	above	all.	

BIG IDEA: Trust God’s Calling in both the rising and the falling. 
“Vocation”: from the Latin: vocation, vocacio. Early English usage: a 
summons from God to perform a particular task or function in life. 

A TOXIC ________________ 
John 3:22-25,	After	this	Jesus	and	his	disciples	went	into	the	Judean	countryside,	and	he	
remained	there	with	them	and	was	baptizing.	John	also	was	baptizing	at	Aenon	near	Salim,	
because	water	was	plentiful	there,	and	people	were	coming	and	being	baptized	(for	John	
had	not	yet	been	put	in	prison).	Now	a	discussion	arose	between	some	of	John’s	disciples	
and	a	Jew	over	puriAication.	

Jesus & John both had teams ministering the same baptisms near the same location. 
“Discussion…over purification”: this is likely a dispute over the issue of John’s 
unconventional baptism. 

John 3:26,	And	they	came	to	John	and	said	to	him,	“Rabbi,	he	who	was	with	you	across	the	
Jordan,	to	whom	you	bore	witness	-	look,	he	is	baptizing,	and	all	are	going	to	him.”	

The Friction: John’s ministry was being eclipsed by that of Jesus. John’s disciples are 
jealous and feel threatened, so they exaggerate by claiming that “all are going to him.” They 
are concerned that John’s spotlight is beginning to fade in comparison to Jesus. 
The Irony: this was the core purpose of John’s vocation. 

A PROPER ________________ 
John 3:27,	John	answered,	“A	person	cannot	receive	even	one	thing	unless	it	is	given	him	
from	heaven.”	

John has the proper perspective for evaluating his own success, as well as the success 
of others. 

PART 10: 

TRUE TO YOUR 
CALLING  

JOHN 3:22-31
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1 Corinthians 4:7,	Who	made	you	superior	to	others?	Didn’t	God	give	you	everything	you	
have?	Well,	then,	how	can	you	boast,	as	if	what	you	have	were	not	a	gift?	(TEV)	

John 3:28,	You	yourselves	bear	me	witness,	that	I	said,	“I	am	not	the	Christ,	but	I	have	been	
sent	before	him.”	

John knew who he was: a witness and forerunner chosen by God. 
John knew who he wasn’t: the Christ. John wasn’t the Point, he was the pointer. 
“You cannot point people to Christ until you have learned to point them away from 
yourself.” (Josh Moody) 
John’s perspective freed him from comparisons, rivalry, jealousy, and insecurity. 
John kept on doing what God had called him to do, even when his vocation was 
fading. 
A troubling perspective begins when we take our eyes off God and start comparing 
our call, talents, and opportunities to other people. In contrast, John keeps his focus on 
God as sovereign over all things, including the calling on his life. 

A JOY IN THE _________________ 
John 3:29-30,	The	one	who	has	the	bride	is	the	bridegroom.	The	friend	of	the	bridegroom,	
who	stands	and	hears	him,	rejoices	greatly	at	the	bridegroom’s	voice.	Therefore	this	joy	of	
mine	is	now	complete.	He	must	increase,	but	I	must	decrease.	

John stays committed to his calling and knows that the more successful he is, the 
more his ministry will diminish. 

John 3:31,	He	who	comes	from	above	is	above	all.	He	who	is	of	the	earth	belongs	to	the	
earth	and	speaks	in	an	earthly	way.	He	who	comes	from	heaven	is	above	all.	

“We can never have thoughts about Christ that are too high, can never love Him too 
much, trust Him too implicitly, lay too much weight upon Him, and speak too highly in His 
praise. He is worthy of all the honor that we can give Him. He will be all in heaven. Let us 
see to it, that He is all in our hearts on earth.” (J. C. Ryle) 

FOUR TAKEAWAYS 
1. Remember God when your Calling is ________________ 

1 Corinthians 4:7,	Who	made	you	superior	to	others?	Didn’t	God	give	you	everything	
you	have?	Well,	then,	how	can	you	boast,	as	if	what	you	have	were	not	a	gift?	(TEV)	

2. Remember God when your Calling is _______________ 
Romans 8:28,	And	we	know	that	for	those	who	love	God	all	things	work	together	for	
good,	for	those	who	are	called	according	to	his	purpose.	

3. Be __________________ When Your Calling Is Fading 
2 Corinthians 9:8,	And	God	is	able	to	make	all	grace	abound	to	you,	so	that	having	all	
sufAiciency	in	all	things	at	all	times,	you	may	abound	in	every	good	work.	

4. Rejoice when you see God _________________________ 
Psalm 46:10,	Be	still,	cease	striving,	and	know	that	I	am	God.	I	will	be	exalted	among	
the	nations,	I	will	be	exalted	in	the	earth!	


