
  
LIVE BOLDLY & _____________________ 
Nehemiah 4:1-5, Now when Sanballat heard that we were building the wall, he 
was angry and greatly enraged, and he jeered at the Jews. And he said in the 
presence of  his brothers and of  the army of  Samaria, “What are these feeble Jews 
doing? Will they restore it for themselves? Will they sacrifice? Will they finish up in 
a day? Will they revive the stones out of  the heaps of  rubbish, and burned ones at 
that?” Tobiah the Ammonite was beside him, and he said, “Yes, what they are 
building - if  a fox goes up on it he will break down their stone wall!” Hear, O our 
God, for we are despised. Turn back their taunt on their own heads and give them 
up to be plundered in a land where they are captives. Do not cover their guilt, and 
let not their sin be blotted out from your sight, for they have provoked you to anger 
in the presence of  the builders. 

REGARDING IMPRECATORY PSALMS: 
1. They are cries against injustice 
2. The ones praying are not taking vengeance 
3. Christians today have a different mandate 

Matthew 5:11-12, Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and 
utter all kinds of  evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for 
your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before 
you. 

If you identify with Jesus, you will be despised by some. 

We can handle rejection by people because we have been accepted 
by God, through the work of Jesus. 

Nehemiah 4:6, So we built the wall. And all the wall was joined together to half  its 
height, for the people had a mind to work. 

GOD IS SOVEREIGN  
& _________________________ 

Nehemiah 4:8-9, And they all plotted together to come and fight against Jerusalem and 
to cause confusion in it. And we prayed to our God and set a guard as a protection 
against them day and night. 

Nehemiah trusted God to protect them, but he also organized a 
defense. 

The Bible teaches us that God’s sovereignty & human 
responsibility go together. 

Acts 27:22, Yet now I urge you to take heart, for there will be no loss of  life among you, 
but only of  the ship. 

Acts 27:31, Paul said to the centurion and the soldiers, “Unless these men stay in the 
ship, you cannot be saved.” 

Acts 2:23, this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of  
God, you crucified and killed by the hands of  lawless men. 

Nehemiah 4:11-12, And our enemies said, “They will not know or see till we come 
among them and kill them and stop the work.” At that time the Jews who lived near 
them came from all directions and said to us ten times, “You must return to us.” 

Nehemiah 4:16-18, From that day on, half  of  my servants worked on construction, and 
half  held the spears, shields, bows, and coats of  mail. And the leaders stood behind the 
whole house of  Judah, who were building on the wall. Those who carried burdens were 
loaded in such a way that each labored on the work with one hand and held his weapon 
with the other. And each of  the builders had his sword strapped at his side while he built. 
The man who sounded the trumpet was beside me. 

Ephesians 6:13-18, Therefore take up the whole armor of  God, that you may be able to 
withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. Stand therefore, having 
fastened on the belt of  truth, and having put on the breastplate of  righteousness, and, as 
shoes for your feet, having put on the readiness given by the gospel of  peace. In all 
circumstances take up the shield of  faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming 
darts of  the evil one; and take the helmet of  salvation, and the sword of  the Spirit, 
which is the word of  God, praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and 
supplication. To that end, keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all 
the saints. 
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