
  A SECOND-HAND _________ 
Judges 2:7,	And	the	people	served	the	Lord	all	the	days	of	Joshua,	and	all	the	days	of	the	elders	
who	outlived	Joshua,	who	had	seen	all	the	great	work	that	the	Lord	had	done	for	Israel.		

Joshua’s generation didn’t just know about the great works of God; they saw them and 
experienced God first-hand. 

 	
Judges 2:10-13,	And	all	that	generation	also	were	gathered	to	their	fathers.	And	there	arose	an-
other	generation	after	them	who	did	not	know	the	Lord	or	the	work	that	he	had	done	for	Israel.	
And	the	people	of	Israel	did	what	was	evil	in	the	sight	of	the	Lord	and	served	the	Baals.	And	they	
abandoned	the	Lord,	the	God	of	their	fathers,	who	had	brought	them	out	of	the	land	of	Egypt.	
They	went	after	other	gods,	from	among	the	gods	of	the	peoples	who	were	around	them,	and	
bowed	down	to	them.	And	they	provoked	the	Lord	to	anger.	They	abandoned	the	Lord	and	
served	the	Baals	and	the	Ashtaroth.		

This generation had undoubtedly heard stories about the Lord and the things He had done 
in the previous generation, and by extension, the things He did that benefited them. But, as 
the text will show, they chose to “forget” Him; they pushed Him away and focused their 
attention on idols and false gods. 
Baal: a generic word for “lord”, “god”, or more appropriately “mini-gods”. 
Canaanite culture embraced a mix-and-match approach to idols. 
The Israelites tried – unsuccessfully – to merge Yahweh with the multitude of Canaanite 
mini-gods. 
Anger is not always the opposite of love; it can be the appropriate outworking of it 

		
Judges 2:14,	So	the	anger	of	the	Lord	was	kindled	against	Israel,	and	he	gave	them	over	to	plun-
derers,	who	plundered	them.	And	he	sold	them	into	the	hand	of	their	surrounding	enemies,	so	
that	they	could	no	longer	withstand	their	enemies.		

The Israelites were content to coexist with the Canaanites and their gods, but the 
Canaanites became their divinely ordained oppressors. 
Judges reveals a repeating cycle of: disobedience -> discipline -> deliverance 

Judges 2:16-17,	Then	the	Lord	raised	up	judges,	who	saved	them	out	of	the	hand	of	those	who	
plundered	them.	Yet	they	did	not	listen	to	their	judges,	for	they	whored	after	other	gods	and	
bowed	down	to	them.	They	soon	turned	aside	from	the	way	in	which	their	fathers	had	walked,	
who	had	obeyed	the	commandments	of	the	Lord,	and	they	did	not	do	so.		

Harlotry: habitual illicit behavior for ill-gotten gains, with multiple partners. 

Judges 2:20-22,	So	the	anger	of	the	Lord	was	kindled	against	Israel,	and	he	said,	“Because	this	
people	have	transgressed	my	covenant	that	I	commanded	their	fathers	and	have	not	obeyed	my	
voice,	I	will	no	longer	drive	out	before	them	any	of	the	nations	that	Joshua	left	when	he	died,	in	
order	to	test	Israel	by	them,	whether	they	will	take	care	to	walk	in	the	way	of	the	Lord	as	their	
fathers	did,	or	not.”		

The Goal: to discipline the Israelites in such a way as to encourage them to remember the 
Lord, call out to Him, and learn to walk in his ways. 

Judges 3:5-7,	So	the	people	of	Israel	lived	among	the	Canaanites,	the	Hittites,	the	Amorites,	the	
Perizzites,	the	Hivites,	and	the	Jebusites.	And	their	daughters	they	took	to	themselves	for	wives,	
and	their	own	daughters	they	gave	to	their	sons,	and	they	served	their	gods…They	forgot	the	
Lord	their	God	and	served	the	Baals	and	the	Asheroth.			

The phrase “forgot the Lord” seems to have been the root of the problem. 
 


PART 2: 

REMEMBER! 
JUDGES 2:6-3:11 

PASTOR BOB BARNES



A FIRST-HAND _________ 
Judges 3:8-10,	Therefore	the	anger	of	the	Lord	was	kindled	against	Israel,	and	he	sold	them	
into	the	hand	of	Cushan-rishathaim	king	of	Mesopotamia.	And	the	people	of	Israel	served	
Cushan-rishathaim	eight	years.	But	when	the	people	of	Israel	cried	out	to	the	Lord,	the	Lord	
raised	up	a	deliverer	for	the	people	of	Israel,	who	saved	them,	Othniel	the	son	of	Kenaz,	Caleb’s	
younger	brother.	The	Spirit	of	the	Lord	was	upon	him,	and	he	judged	Israel.	He	went	out	to	
war,	and	the	Lord	gave	Cushan-rishathaim	king	of	Mesopotamia	into	his	hand.	And	his	hand	
prevailed	over	Cushan-rishathaim.		

In this story, those who serve foreign gods are made to serve a foreign ruler. Those who 
do evil are handed over to one who is doubly-wicked. 
The Israelites are never simply left to the hands of the enemy; God is always in control. 
Othniel: Caleb’s younger brother; likely part of the post-Joshua generation. When most of 
his generation did what was evil in God’s sight, he was faithful! 
Compared to the rest of the Judges, Othniel’s story is underwhelming and short on 
details. However, everything about Othniel seems to put the focus on God, and 
Othniel’s humble service produces 40 years of rest for the Israelites. 
The Israelites “forgot” about God; so He gave them first-hand experience regarding 
their sin, their helplessness, His power to rescue them, and His grace! 	

A REMINDER TO _________ 
REMEMBER ON ____________________ 

Psalm 103:2-5,	Praise	the	Lord,	O	my	soul,	and	forget	not	all	his	beneQits	-	who	forgives	
all	your	sins…and	crowns	you	with	love	and	compassion,	who	satisQies	your	desires	with	
good	things…	

 	
Psalm 119:15-16,	I	will	meditate	on	your	precepts	and	Qix	my	eyes	on	your	ways.	I	will	
delight	in	your	statutes;	I	will	not	forget	your	word.	

 	
Luke 22:19,	And	he	took	bread,	gave	thanks	and	broke	it,	and	gave	it	to	them,	saying,	
“This	is	my	body	given	for	you;	do	this	in	remembrance	of	me.”	

 	
2 Peter 1:5-7,	For	this	very	reason,	make	every	effort	to	add	to	your	faith	goodness;	and	
to	goodness,	knowledge;	and	to	knowledge,	self-control;	and	to	self-control,	persever-
ance;	and	to	perseverance,	godliness;	and	to	godliness,	brotherly	kindness;	and	to	
brotherly	kindness,	love.	

 	
2 Peter 1:9,	For	whoever	lacks	these	qualities	is	so	nearsighted	that	he	is	blind,	having	
forgotten	that	he	was	cleansed	from	his	former	sins.	

 	
ASSIGNMENT 1: Adopt a specific discipline of Remembering for the next 
seven days. 

 	
REMEMBER FOR _________________ 

Psalm 96:2-3,	Sing	to	the	Lord,	bless	his	name;	tell	of	his	salvation	from	day	to	day.	De-
clare	his	glory	among	the	nations,	his	marvelous	works	among	all	the	peoples!	

 	
Deuteronomy 6:20-22,	When	your	son	asks	you	in	time	to	come,	“What	is	the	meaning	of	
the	testimonies	and	the	statutes	and	the	rules	that	the	Lord	our	God	has	commanded	
you?”	then	you	shall	say	to	your	son,	“We	were	Pharaoh’s	slaves	in	Egypt.	And	the	Lord	
brought	us	out	of	Egypt	with	a	mighty	hand.	And	the	Lord	showed	signs	and	wonders,	
great	and	grievous,	against	Egypt	and	against	Pharaoh	and	all	his	household,	before	
our	eyes…”	

 	
ASSIGNMENT 2: Tell someone what the Lord has done for you; each day 
for the next seven days. 


