
  

“In	the	beginning	was	the	Word,	and	the	Word	was	with	God,	and	the	
Word	was	God.	He	was	in	the	beginning	with	God.	All	things	were	made	
through	him,	and	without	him	was	not	any	thing	made	that	was	made.	
In	him	was	life,	and	the	life	was	the	light	of	men.	The	light	shines	in	the	

darkness,	and	the	darkness	has	not	overcome	it.”	(John 1:1-5) 

THE PROLOGUE 
Augustine: The Gospel of John is “deep enough for an elephant to swim in and shallow enough for a 
child not to drown.”


Prologos: In ancient Greek literature and dramas it served as an introduction to the main character 
and makes the reader aware of the issues and forces at work – both seen and unseen – 
surrounding the subject’s life.


Genesis 1:1,	In	the	beginning,	God	created	the	heavens	and	the	earth.	

John 1:1,	In	the	beginning	was	the	Word,	and	the	Word	was	with	God,	and	the	Word	was	God.	
Genesis introduces the story of the First, or Old Creation.

John introduces the story of the Second, or New Creation.


THE WORD 
John 1:1,	In	the	beginning	was	the	Word,	and	the	Word	was	with	God,	and	the	Word	was	God.	

Word: <logos> a word, something said, communication, to reason, Divine Expression

For Old Testament Jews: Logos denotes the powerful words of God


Genesis 1:3,	And	God	said,	“Let	there	be	light,”	and	there	was	light.	

John 1:14a,	And	the	Word	became	Blesh	and	dwelt	among	us,	
Jesus is God’s ultimate Word, communication, and revelation of Himself.

John uses the term “Word” as a placeholder and uses the rest of the Gospel to fully 
explain the term.


Hebrews 1:1-2b,	Long	ago,	at	many	times	and	in	many	ways,	God	spoke	to	our	fathers	by	the	
prophets,	but	in	these	last	days	he	has	spoken	to	us	by	his	Son…	

1. THE WORD IS _______________________ 
John 1:1a,	In	the	beginning	was	the	Word.	

Beginning: <arche> first, source, origin, cause

Was: <eimi> was continuing

Paraphrase: “When creation began, the Word already was and was continuing.”

Jesus is preexistent: He has no origin, no beginning.


PART 1: 

THE WORD  
TO US  

JOHN 1:1-5



2. THE WORD IN ____________________________ 
John 1:1b,	…and	the	Word	was	with	God…	

With: <pros> toward, face-to-face

Paraphrase: “The Word was continually (eternally) toward - face-to-face - with God.”

Implication: Two personal Beings in an eternal relationship with each other; intimate 
fellowship; discourse; and eternal bond.

God has always existed in perfect and intimate fellowship.


3. THE WORD IS ________________ 
John 1:1c-2,	…and	the	Word	was	God.	He	was	in	the	beginning	with	God.	

John states that the Word was God; not the Word was “a god” or “the God”.

“The Word shares the essence of the Father, though the Word is not the Person of the 
Father. The Word is God but is not the Father. The remainder of the Gospel is needed 
to qualify the nature of the relationship.” (Edward Klink)

John intends that the entire gospel be read in the light of this verse.


4. THE WORD IS ___________________ 
John 1:3,	All	things	were	made	through	him,	and	without	him	was	not	any	thing	
made	that	was	made.	

The Creator of all things must be uncreated, and therefore eternal.


Colossians 1:16-17,	For	by	him	all	things	were	created,	in	heaven	and	on	earth,	visible	
and	invisible,	whether	thrones	or	dominions	or	rulers	or	authorities	-	all	things	
were	created	through	him	and	for	him.	And	he	is	before	all	things,	and	in	him	all	
things	hold	together.	

Hebrews 1:2-3a,	but	in	these	last	days	he	has	spoken	to	us	by	his	Son,	whom	he	
appointed	the	heir	of	all	things,	through	whom	also	he	created	the	world.	He	is	the	
radiance	of	the	glory	of	God	and	the	exact	imprint	of	his	nature,	and	he	upholds	the	
universe	by	the	word	of	his	power.	

Revelation 4:11,	Worthy	are	you,	our	Lord	and	God,	to	receive	glory	and	honor	and	
power,	for	you	created	all	things,	and	by	your	will	they	existed	and	were	created.	

5. THE WORD IS _________________________ 
John 1:4,	In	him	was	life,	and	the	life	was	the	light	of	men.	

John links Life and Light together.

The Gospel of John presents Jesus as both physical life and light, as well as 
spiritual life and light.


Genesis 1:2-3,	The	earth	was	without	form	and	void,	and	darkness	was	over	the	face	
of	the	deep…And	God	said,	“Let	there	be	light,”	and	there	was	light.	

John 1:5,	The	light	shines	in	the	darkness,	and	the	darkness	has	not	overcome	it.	
<Katalambano> to apprehend, comprehend, perceive, overtake, overcome

Translations: Overcome (ESV); Comprehend (NASB); Understood (NIV)

Jesus is the Light that shines in darkness, exposes sin and falsehood, and shines 
Divine Revelation that brings spiritually dark hearts and minds into the light of truth.


John 8:12,	Again	Jesus	spoke	to	them,	saying,	“I	am	the	light	of	the	world.	Whoever	
follows	me	will	not	walk	in	darkness,	but	will	have	the	light	of	life.”	

6. GOD’S WORD TO US ___________________ 
John 5:39,	You	search	the	Scriptures	because	you	think	they	give	you	eternal	life.	But	
the	Scriptures	point	to	me!	


