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I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

Friends in Christ, 

 Greetings to each and every one of you from God 

our loving heavenly Father and our living Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ. I hope and pray that this letter 

finds all of you well as we continue to celebrate the 

miracle of Christmas each and every day! 

 As I write this letter, I am sitting in my office 

listening to a Christian speaker named Perry Noble. 

The topic of the video I am watching is, “Five Reasons 

I Give.” The speech is about reasons that Christians 

should be willing to give of their time, talents, and 

treasures. I could write a whole article on just one of the reasons that Noble 

gives that should motivate people to be cheerful givers. However, I will save 

those for another article or a sermon sometime. 

 Instead, I want us to consider one of the questions that Noble brought up 

as he gave this sermon. The question he asked is, “Do you go to church, or are 

you Christian?” Noble discusses this question as it relates to how we give, but I 

want us to think about this question as it relates to how we live our entire lives. 

 It is fairly easy for anyone to go to church. If someone wants to get up on 

Sunday morning and attend worship, he or she just needs to set an alarm clock 

and find a worship service that fits his or her schedule. These are simple tasks, 

and they can be performed by anyone who desires to take part in them. 

 Being a Christian involves more than just showing up in worship. Being a 

Christian involves knowing and believing in the transformation that comes 

through the power of the Gospel. This involves having a living, breathing, loving, 

intimate, close relationship with our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.   

Being a Christian involves knowing that we are sinners. We are the ones who 

have fallen short of being the people God has created us to be. We have 

strained our relationships with God, and we have broken our relationships with 

other people. 

 God does not want us to live in brokenness. God wants us to know 

forgiveness, reconciliation and restoration. That is why Jesus was sent into the 

world. Jesus came to live, to suffer, to die and to rise, so that all of our sins 

would be completely forgiven. We are now able to live in a completely new and 

different way because we have been forgiven and made new. 

 Christians know the real power of this forgiveness. We are now called to 

live in a new and different way in our relationship with God and in our 

relationships with other people. When it comes to our relationship with God, we 

are empowered to find ways to grow closer to God such as reading the Bible 

and praying on a regular basis. When we read the Bible, we see how much God 

loves the people that God created. We get the opportunity to see how God has 

been with God’s people since the beginning of the world, and we also get to 

know the promise that God has made that God will be with us forever.  

 When it comes to our relationships with other people, we are called to love 

them with unconditional love just as God has loved us with unconditional love. 

This means that we are called to treat them with kindness, with care and with 

respect. God wants us to see them as beloved children of God just as we are 

seen as beloved children of God.       (continued on next page) 
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 The people we come into contact with each and every day can see if we are just going to church to go 

through the motions and feel good about ourselves. They can tell if church is just a chance for us to 

socialize with our friends or to justify certain behaviors. They can also tell if church is a place for us to 

push our own ideals and agendas. 

 Along with this, the people that we meet can also tell if we are truly Christians. They notice if we have 

truly experienced the life-changing power of the Gospel. They can see if we are living as God calls and 

empowers us to live. Other people recognize if we are sharing the love and forgiveness that God has given 

to us and wants us to share with the people around us. 

 When other people see us as genuine Christians, they want to be around us and want to know more 

about our faith. They want to know how we have received this transformation and how they can 

experience it for themselves. They want to know what it means to be forgiven and how to share that 

powerful gift with everyone they know. Our task as Christians is to live as God would have us live and to 

be willing to share our faith with others each and every time they ask even when it doesn’t involve words. 

 My prayer for all of us is that we are doing more than just going to church. I hope and pray that each 

and every one of us has experienced the transformative power of the Gospel and that we are all living as 

the Christians God desires us to be! 

 January is a great time for us to think about new and different ways for us to nurture this Christian 

faith that we have been given. After all, it is the time for some of us to make New Year’s resolutions and 

to think about goals we would like to meet in the year ahead. For some of us, maybe, we could make 

spending more time reading the Bible and praying one of the goals that we set for ourselves. If we have 

spent one minute per day reading the Bible and praying in the past, it might be time for us to think about 

increasing to two minutes or even more. 

 If all of us would do this, amazing things would happen in our relationships with God and with other 

people. These relationships would become closer and stronger than we could ever imagine! 

 

Just a Thought... 

 

Pastor Josh 

STATE OF THE CHURCH & ANNUAL MEETING 

January is the time when we as a congregation get the opportunity to look back at the previous 

year and decide what we need to do in the year to come. We do this through our state of the 

church and annual meetings. You are invited to be a part of this process. Our State of the Church 

meeting will take place on Sunday, January 18th at 11 am following worship, and the annual 

meeting will be on Sunday, January 25th at 11 am following worship. A potluck will follow the 

meeting. Please come and share your ideas for the ministry of Jesus that we do in and through 

Peace Lutheran Church.  

January 25  11 am 

January 18  11 am 
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Happy New Year Peace! 
 

Is it cliché of me to ask where has this last year gone? Because as I reflect on this last 

calendar year, it overwhelms me by how much has happened. Many events have been 

joyful—or at least bittersweet—and while some events have been sad, I am thankful for 

God’s presence through it all. Now, with the New Year upon us, like many people, I find 

myself reflecting on what I might have done differently, what I’ve learned from this last 

year, and ultimately how everything truly does have a purpose, even if I don’t 

understand its purposes at first.  

 

I’m also certain that I’m not alone in setting New Year’s resolutions. For me, it’s an 

almost yearly ritual of setting resolutions that I will ultimately never follow through with, or will only practice 

for a short amount of time. Does this sound familiar? Or what about my resolutions, which rarely change? 

 Eat better/lose weight 

 Exercise more 

 Call family and friends more often 

 Start a budget and stick to it 

 Pray/read my bible more 

 

These goals, while fairly typical, tell me a lot about myself and my priorities. My own self-care comes first in 

the list, then family, then finances, then God. I actually do think that these goals are good ones for me to make, 

and will make a difference in how I live my life. But it’s startling for me to see how low on the list my spiritual 

disciplines are, and I’m not just talking about the praying and bible reading practices. Financial discipline will 

also incorporate tithing—by setting a budget, and having my tithe be the first thing that gets taken out, I’ll be 

living out the call to give God my first fruits.  

 

You see those first few resolutions? Those are hard for me, and significantly affect the last two resolutions. Or, 

more accurately, are affected by the last two resolutions. When my relationship with God does not take priority 

in my life, then everything else suffers. I’m more likely to turn on the TV to tune out the world, eat takeout and 

frozen meals for simplicity’s sake and the comfort of unhealthy food, and I don’t reach out to those who know 

me best and love me the deepest. When I put God last, my whole person and all my relationships suffer.  

 

As I head into this new year of 2015, I know I need to put God first, and while any sort of disciplined practice 

is difficult for me, I want to be a better follower of Christ, and to live in such a way that I glorify God in all 

that I say and do.  

 

Beloved children of God, will you join me in putting God first? Some of you do this wonderfully, and I’m 

hoping you will be willing to serve as mentors and examples for those of us who struggle in this area. We have 

the whole year before us, and I hope that next year, when we look back and reflect on 2015, we will see the 

beauty of a deeper relationship with God, with one another, and as a faithful church in the body of Christ. My 

hope and prayer for us, as Peace Lutheran Church, is that we will make 2015 the best year we’ve had yet as a 

community of faith. We can’t go back into the past, but we can make the present—and our future!—all the 

more incredible, just by putting God’s gospel first.  

 

I’m so excited to see where the Spirit leads! 

 

Shalom, 

Pastor Jenna  
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Church Council Meeting Minutes - December 11, 2014 
 
Terry T, Andrew, Ruth, Ron, Jenna, Marty, Bob, Terry E, Karla, Mike and Brenda 
were in attendance 
 
Christmas services:  

Christmas Eve 24th- 5:00 pm service, 6:00 pm social, 10:00 pm service 
Christmas Day 25th - 10:00 am service with the Lundquist family providing the music 

 
Reports: 

 Joe, Director of Vocal Music - visited with council regarding the need for a someone to play 
the drums and bass, there have been no volunteers from the congregation and because of 
that he requested that the council consider adding one or both positions to the budget 

 Mike,VP/Marty, Treasurer – reviewed the November results and there was very little 
improvement in the deficit situation, following items were discussed 

 Budget shortfall is a priority over items like the kitchen 
 Joes request, agreed to increase 2015 budget to hire one person 
 Copier lease renewal – approved recommendation of Liberty Business Systems 
 Ron will discuss the deficit on the 21st  
 Motion was made by Ron and seconded by Andrew to approve the 2015 budget, carried 

unanimously 
 Terry E, Adult Ed – going forward with being part of the bridal show on feb-8, a banner is 

being made that can be used at other events,  slide show and handouts will also be done for 
the event 

 Bob, Building & Grounds – working on replacing emergency lights and getting parking lot 
signage 

 Andrew , Communications/Outreach-  TV for the narthex has been bought that will hopefully 
be up by Christmas 

 Karla, Fellowship – doing study bags, birthday Sunday and prayer shawls 
 Ruth, Social Ministry – sheltering church had 16-28/night, those that stayed were very 

grateful, other churches volunteers filled in to cover Peace’s shortage, very rewarding for the 
workers also, holiday baskets to make and are being put together Wednesday night 

 Ron, Stewardship – discussed their plan of activities for December and 2015, temple talk on 
the 21st 

 Brenda, Youth – talked about Christmas tree decorating, Christmas program rehearsal on sat 
10:30 and the program on Sunday at 10:00 

 Pastor Josh had talked to everyone about having all committee meetings at 6:30 pm and 
council at 7:30 pm the same night, council was in full support of doing this, with the only 
question being finding enough space 

 
Council elections – Terry T nominated Mike for president, Terry E seconded; Mike nominated Brenda 
for VP, Marty seconded; no nominations for treasurer; Karla nominated Wanda for secretary, Ruth 
seconded; Ron moved to cast a unanimous ballet for those nominated, Bob seconded, motion carried. 
 
Brenda moved, Andrew seconded his motion to adjourn. 
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GIVEN BY:     IN MEMORY OF:      FUND:   

Marvin & Karen Bender   Clifton & Evelyn Skjonsby    Undesignated 

Ardith Braaten     Nona Berg        Kitchen 

Mike & Jan Haugen    Nona Berg        Kitchen 

Virgil & Marian Hilborn   Gil Pladson (Lenore Ulland’s brother) Foundation 

Bruce & Joan Skjonsby   Gil Pladson (Lenore Ulland’s brother) Foundation 

Virgil & Marian Hilborn   Nona Berg        Kitchen 

Herb & Phyllis Huber   Nona Berg        Kitchen 

Herb & Phyllis Huber   Louise Langness      Kitchen 

Her granddaughters,    Louise Langness      Undesignated  

   > Heidi Castelien & family and Tammi Nelson & family 

David & Debra Lockrem  Louise Langness      Kitchen 

Nancy & Curtis Lockrem  Louise Langness      Undesignated 

Don & Lorna Pesek    Nona Berg        Kitchen 

Dick & Rosalie Peterson   Esther Ask        Kitchen 

Dick & Rosalie Peterson   Nona Berg        Kitchen 

Dick & Rosalie Peterson   Lois Nelson        Kitchen 

Dulice Reitmeier    My husband, Delbert;      General 

        son, Rodney & his wife, Anne 

JM & CA Robbins    Louise Langness      Undesignated 

Bruce & Joan Skjonsby   Louise Langness      Kitchen 

Bruce & Joan Skjonsby   Nona Berg        Kitchen 

Dick & Joyce Snyder   Nona Berg        Kitchen  

PARKING AT PEACE 
 

I’m sure all of you have noticed that spots in our parking lot are 

in high demand, which is a wonderful challenge for us to have 

(even if a bit inconvenient). However, we also have a number of 

members who have limited mobility, and for whom walking even 

short distances can be difficult or impossible. We at Peace 

invite those of you with easier mobility to please consider 

parking in less convenient spots, or even not in the parking lot, 

so that we can keep those close spots available for others. 

Street parking is available on both sides of 11th St N, or if you 

go just a bit East of the intersection of 10th St and 12th Ave, 

there is parking on the right (south) side of 12th Ave N. Many 

people also use Roosevelt Elementary on 10th St. Please 

consider these alternatives for parking, as well as ride-sharing 

with one another if you have the space in your vehicles. Thank 

you! 
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There will be a Prayer Shawl meeting at 1:00 on 

Saturday January 10th, in the fellowship room. 

It's a fun time to knit, crochet, and converse! 

There will also be people available to teach 

anyone wishing to learn.   

 

 

 

 

Bread for Peace mission on January 18th 

is for the Dorothy Day House.  Thank you 

for your generosity to help our neighbors!!! 

The Women of Peace thank you for 

donating generously to our Thankoffering. 

$634 was collected! 

Mission Trip? 

There is some talk of going on another mission trip to Tucson, AZ in March.  The group who 

went last year had a spiritually uplifting, rejuvenating experience, focusing on service to 

those in need, prayer, and relationships.  Are you interested?  Talk to one of the pastors if 

you think you might want to know more.   

HOLIDAY 

LIGHTS 

PARADE 
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 GIVEN BY:       IN MEMORY OF: 

Susie Balsdon       William, Joann & David Balsdon; my grandparents 

Loving families of Truman & Dolly  Truman & Dolly Braaten 

Arline Dubs & family      Wally & Russell Dubs  

Kent & Bonnie Eicholtz     Our son, Jim Eicholtz; grandsons, Tyler Eicholtz & Kyle Kent Landis 

Pauline Engebretson      My husband, Larry & my son, Michael Engebretson 

Jerry & Kay Flom      Our parents, Victor & Margaret Nelson; Nels & Violet Flom  

Barry & Karla Grant      Our parents, Elsie & Rusty Burckhard and Allen Grant 

Duane & Candace Haugen     Ingman & Myrtle Haugen; Erwin & Edna Pforr 

Arnold & Janice Hoff      Our parents 

Donna Holm & family     John Paul Holm  

Delores Knorr       My husband, Grover Knorr 

Dick & Paula Larsen      Artie & Elmer Larsen, Ruth & Walt Roth 

Orville & Renee Nelson, Mike Nelson  Orville & Renee’s parents; Orville’s brothers & sisters; Renee’s aunt 

Paula Peterson       Harris Peterson 

Richard Peterson       Lucylle Peterson 

Rose Peterson       Charles Hauser 

Marv & Joyce Schoenfish     Justine Schoenfish & Donald Johnson 

Ron & Sharon Smithberg     Don & Craig Smithberg, Vincent Struble & Inez Holland 

Chuck Sornsin       My parents, Earl W. & Jean J. Sornsin 

Cliff & Millie Stenslie     Our parents 

Elmer & Adeline Tarnasky    Our son, Brian; sister, Delores; and brother, Walter. 

Lenore Ulland, Gary Ulland, Kathy Fraase Lloyd Ulland  

 

GIVEN BY:        IN CELEBRATION OF: 
Ron & Jo Ellingson      Our children, Josh &  Molly and their families 

Dennis & Peggy Inglis and family   Orville Inglis’s 100th Birthday (Dennis’s dad) 

 

GIVEN BY:        IN HONOR OF:  
Bob, Diane & Doug Hilborn    Virgil & Marian Hilborn 

Paula Peterson       Family 

Ella & Caleb Schunk      Grandparents and great grandparents 

Bruce & Joan Skjonsby     PLC Staff 

Ron & Sharon Smithberg     Amber Lockwood & Gary Smithberg 

 

Many thanks to those who purchased poinsettias to decorate our 

sanctuary this advent and  Christmas season. 

The Peace Lutheran Church Women will host a potluck on January 11 after 
worship.  We want to invite everyone to get together for food and 
fellowship.  
 
After the potluck,  Carla Braaten Schossow will have material available and 
a pattern to sew infinity scarves.  It is very easy and quick.  We plan to have 
those scarves for sale for the kitchen fund.  This project is sponsored by 
Thrivent Financial Seed Money. 



FOOD SHELF NEEDS 

Our food shelf continues to serve the needs of our 

community. Any help you can give us to  keep our 

shelves stocked would be greatly appreciated. 

Please remember to donate only new and 

unopened items.   
 

Monetary donations are appreciated also. Our 

handling costs for food from the Great Plains Food 

Bank averages 18 cents per pound. 

 

SUGGESTED ITEMS: 

Canned soup, chili, pasta w/meat 

Canned vegetables & fruit 

Thin spaghetti, other dry pastas 

Canned/jarred spaghetti sauce 

Canned chicken, tuna, ham, turkey 

Peanut butter, jellies, jams 

Ketchup, mustard, pickles, olives 

Assorted crackers 

Toilet paper 

 

We can also take refrigerated and frozen items. 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY AND WILLINGNESS TO 

HELP THOSE IN OUR COMMUNITY WHO NEED IT! 

 Please let the pastors or 

church office know if 

you’re going to be in the 

hospital because the 

hospital does not notify 

us. 
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JANUARY 2015 SERVICE GROUP 

MEMBER:     PHONE:   
Decker, Claudia     (701) 367-0925   

Giere, Brian & Brenda   (701) 219-4754   

Giere, Dennis & LuLu   (701) 893-6920   

Grant, Barry & Karla    (701) 282-7185   

Grieger, Jeff & Carys   (701) 271-8431   

Gudding, Christopher & Kimberly   

       (701) 367-6336   

Haakenson, Eldora   (701) 293-5425   

Hagen, Jackie (Marcella)   (218) 329-7247   

Hagen, Kris & Mark    (701) 280-2930   

Handegard, Russ & Kyle   (701) 282-3787   

Hanson, Diane     (701) 367-8588   

Hanson, Heather    (701) 235-2226   

Hanson, Terry & Diana   (701) 293-7440   

Haugen, Duane & Candace (701) 451-4927   

Haugen, Josh & Nicole   (701) 271-0478   

Haugen, Mike & Jan    (701) 237-3162   

Heggeness, Carol & Kevin  (701) 371-7801   

Hempel, Paula     (701) 232-5470   

Herbold, Royal     (701) 793-6769   

Herr, Shantel & Chad   (701) 476-1916   

Herrmann, Mark & Lisa   (701) 212-7526   

Hersrud, Darryl & Karen   (218) 236-9509   

Hilborn, Virgil & Marian   (701) 232-4659   

Hovland, Derek & Jennifer  (701) 866-0685   

Kane, Rick & Judi    (701) 232-9542   

Kays, Kim      (701) 261-2807   

Kelly-Powell, Jennah    (701) 866-3854   

Kilfoyl, Donald & Diane   (218) 233-1551   

Kilfoyl, Gerald & Kathleen  (701) 234-9784   

OUR SERVICE GROUPS 
Our church committees volunteer to serve coffee, etc. on Sunday mornings. 
We will only call on our Monthly Service Groups if we need cakes for 
funerals or help with other special events. Thank you for your service! 

PRE-REGISTRATION SAVINGS END DECEMBER 31, 2014  

More than 500 women have already preregistered for theTenth Triennial Gathering to be held 
July 13-16, 2017, in Minneapolis, Minn. Join the crowd and preregister before the end of this 
year (December 31, 2014) and you get a discounted registration fee of just $280.  Go 
to: http://www.welcatg.org/preregistration-for-2017 

 
What else is happening in 2017? It's the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation! And we'll be sure to offer many ways to observe that 
milestone when we gather in Minneapolis.  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gv8n2bRm8GMVYWgqIhKMiZQT-rX2GxXqyUb1Zca5w-atMUcm6yI6XKTTwXXy4Wo6A0hxSMSa9w9YNymCvSXOU8533R7540BveSIr-3Zh3oRmQCooBJ8J_7lFHAnvATSBmQynbD9XNxogMDcirO0NYYUI1MjL5PAiqp-8QAQNl0yXg9PBC3L-_TsuiVBxhnPlIZDxSwpCVVE=&c=_90Q--r2xaoaQS7qIEqpv


 

    P A R I S H  P A G E S  Page 9 

It has been a challenging year financially for our church, last January we were 

challenged at the annual meeting, not to pay off the deficit we carried forward last 

year, but only to support the 2014 budget 

 

Through August our giving was the highest it had been for the last 10 

years.  However the next 3 months which are usually strong coming out of the 

summer, our giving tapered off and we ended up having 6 other years during that 

same 3 month period that had higher giving. 

 

During out council meeting while reviewing the budget at council, someone 

mentioned it might be good to put our current budget into a historical perspective on 

how it compares to buying some other product.  I told Mike I wouldn’t mention his 

name, so anyway this unnamed person offered a comparison of how many cars, in 

this case base impalas, could you buy with our 2000 budget compared to our 2015 

budget.  In 2000, almost 17 cars could have been bought, while now we would only 

get 12 ½, or 12 impalas and a pastor’s pickup….with a little cash left over. 

 

As of the end of November, if just all our benevolence’s would have been paid we would have had to borrow 

to pay our bills and that does not include a number of other accounts such as the kitchen fund and the youth. 

  

We have a very diverse congregation in terms of time, talents, treasures and opinions but we all have a stake 

in our church, Peace Lutheran and for most us we all have something to offer that can help our church make 

a difference in people’s lives.  As you know this is certainly not some revelation that the stewardship 

committee, or the council, or our Pastors, or Peace Lutheran thought was a good idea; it’s what the bible is 

about HELPING OTHERS that need help. 

 

Money, like politics and religion is often a sensitive subject and some do not like to hear about money issues 

in church, any visitors reading this and looking at churches might think twice or be discouraged from joining a 

congregation with some money issues, but don’t be.  I will not apologize and no one should, for asking to 

support a church that serves its members, it’s community and more, and works darn hard to make a 

difference in people’s lives and does so much good.  You would only have had to be around here for a very 

short time to see that in the sheltering churches project we participated in a couple of weeks ago and then 

again in the food baskets that were prepared just last Wednesday. 

 

Wrapping up all we ask is that you think about how you give of your time, talent and treasures to continue to 

have a positive impact on all that Peace offers.  

 

Have a wonderful Christmas and a happy and healthy New Year. 

 

Deanne Fraaze, Candy Haugen, Duane Haugen and Ron Smithberg 

 The youth will have a French Toast Brunch on Sunday, January 18th from 

8:30-10:00 a.m. to raise funds for youth activities? 

 The church office will be closed on Monday, January 19th in honor of Martin 

Luther King, Jr. day? 

 The EaND Synod Assembly will be at the Fargo Holiday Inn, April 18-19, 

2015? 
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Peace Social Ministry Has Been Busy! 

 Update about what Peace Social Ministry has been up to lately. 

 

25 households received a holiday basket from Peace Lutheran this year. 

47 adults, 29 children 

76 people who have insecurities about availability of food. 

76 of our neighbors who have stocked their fridges and freezers and cupboard, at least for a 

little while. 

 

Thank you to all who shopped, donated food, donated their time, or donated money. These 

projects take lots and lots of volunteer hours.  Thanks especially to the 25 youth who came 

forward Wednesday evening to pack the boxes.  They did an awesome job!  We had families and 

other adults who helped as well. Over 50 volunteers on this project.  Thank you!    

 

 

The word “baskets” doesn’t really do justice to what these people got.  Really, they got 

overflowing boxes of nutritious food.  These folks all have stories. If you could only hear their 

stories and see their faces.   Here is a food “basket” for a family of six:  mom, dad and 4 

children.  This basket was delivered to their apartment, and they were so very appreciative.   6 

people.  Certainly God’s Children!   

 

 Thank you for your help!!!  

 

 Baskets were distributed a few days before Christmas.                                 
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The first week in Advent, Peace was a sheltering church, helping with some of the 

overflow from our area shelters for people experiencing homelessness. 

 

7 nights.  All night. 

91 hours of hospitality. 

154 beds.  Not fancy.  But warm.  And safe.  And inside. 

154 people sleeping in our church that week.  

154 people being fed in our church that week. 

154 people feeling the hospitality of Peace Lutheran. 

154 people washing up in our bathrooms.  154 people who didn’t have the opportunity 

to take a shower.  

 

These folks all have stories. If you could 

only hear their stories and see their faces.   

They are certainly God’s children. 

 

The number of volunteer hours needed for 

a project like this is phenomenal.  We 

need many more of you to help.  Some of 

our long-time volunteers are getting tired, 

slowing down.  These servants have been 

the backbone of this church for a long, 

long time. Now it is time for some of the 

rest of us to step it up. 

 

30 mattresses and 180 blankets ready 

each evening.  Up to 30 mattresses 

cleaned and   stacked each morning and 

re-inflated before guests arrive again in 

the evening.     

 

3 overflowing carts of dirty linens 

maneuvered downstairs for pickup each 

morning.    2 meals for up to 30 people 

ready each day of a week.  

 

Between 16-28 guests each evening 
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Well over 350 volunteer hours for this project.  Thank 

you volunteers!  If you worked shifts, if you prepared 

food, if you donated food, if you contributed money, if 

you visited with our guests, if you prayed for the 

project.  Thank you.  These people all have stories. I 

wish you could hear their stories and see their faces.   

They certainly are God’s children. 
 

 

 

 

One of our guests entertained us throughout the week 

with his piano playing. He played Christmas music, old 

time hymns, and old favorites, all by ear. It was so good 

for the soul.   He is certainly one of God’s children. 

 

 

 

 

We give thanks for the opportunity to reach 

out to those in need in our community 

during this time of cold and darkness. We 

express gratitude for knowing the goodness 

of God and for the chance to bring the Light 

into the world of those we serve. Amen. 

 

We are all God’s children.   

Are you a landlord or do you know a landlord?      

Currently families have filled the homeless 
shelters in the FM area. Many of these families 
have received services and are ready to move 
into local apartments. They have vouchers and 
access to a risk mitigation fund. We need 
landlords, property managers, and others to help 
us find 20 homes or apartments that can be 
rented within the week. For more information 
call Jen at 701-866-5533.  
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Homeless Memorial Event is a Success: A big thank you to everyone who came out 
for the Homeless Memorial procession and service. We were blessed with excellent 
winter weather and the presence of about 150 people. It was therapeutic to hear the 
stories, to allow individuals the opportunity to write messages to the deceased and to 
come together socially after to continue to share memories about the 57 individuals 
whose names were on our list (that’s right—57 people).  Each of these individuals was 
someone’s mother, sister, daughter, father, brother, or son. Thanks to Elim Lutheran 
Church for hosting the event.  For similar stories/events see Homeless Vets 
Remembered  and a mother remembers at We Remember You  on YouTube. 
 
National Homeless Memorial Day is held every year on December 21st. It is the winter 
solstice, the longest, darkest and often the coldest day of the year. All across the country 
candles are lit and prayers are said to honor the lives of people who died on the streets. 
When a homeless person dies they are usually cremated then once a year all unclaimed 
remains are buried together in an unmarked grave. Mark Horvath, Founder of Invisible 
People, says adamantly, “Homeless 
Memorial Day is a day that shouldn’t 
exist”!   
 
Mr. Hovath says, “NO ONE should die 
homeless. NO ONE!”  The biggest 
challenge to ending homelessness is 
getting people to communicate, 
collaborate, and work together on 
common goals. Keeping a family in 
their apartment or home, instead of 
allowing the family to be evicted 
helps the family (especially kids) and 
saves taxpayer money. By working 
together we can have more impact.  
 
Please pause for a moment of silence 
to honor the lives of people who 
never should have died while 
experiencing homelessness. When 
you're done, I hope that your 
sadness turns into motivation and a 
commitment to work with others 
across our community to end 
homelessness.  

https://video.search.yahoo.com/video/play?p=homeless+memorial+day&vid=3e31fe83de91a7c2b9efd6654829d428&l=1:25&turl=http://ts1.mm.bing.net/th?id%3DVN.608033289230942956%26pid%3D15.1&rurl=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3D7Gs3v2rp7aE&tit=GOD+And+I+Have+Not+Forg
https://video.search.yahoo.com/video/play?p=homeless+memorial+day&vid=3e31fe83de91a7c2b9efd6654829d428&l=1:25&turl=http://ts1.mm.bing.net/th?id%3DVN.608033289230942956%26pid%3D15.1&rurl=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3D7Gs3v2rp7aE&tit=GOD+And+I+Have+Not+Forg
https://video.search.yahoo.com/video/play?p=homeless+memorial+day&vid=9aa2cafea15fb75427be7f0b5ce35298&l=3:15&turl=http://ts2.mm.bing.net/th?id%3DVN.607991482021252669%26pid%3D15.1&rurl=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3DkQWIuVxap54&tit=Homeless+Persons%26#39%


HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
If you have a birthday in this 

month and do not see your 

name, please call the church 

office.   

 

 

JANUARY 

 1 Nelson Carnal 

 Taban Samuel 

 2 Lenore Ulland 

 Travis Roquet 

 Travis Freitag  

 3 Andrew Swenson 

 Jacob Lewis 

 4 Becca Olund 

 Ayla Sapp 

 5 Adeline Tarnasky 

 Stephen Carnal 

 Amanda Berg 

 Braxton Carter 

 Alivia Mata 

 6 Peggy Inglis 

 Melissa Geiszler 

 Ian Snyder 

 Riana Bikic  

 7 Randy Wimer 

 Jessica Otteson 

 8 Mabel Skramstad 

 Wilma Werth 

 Carl Felix 

 Clarice Geisling 

 Tracy Friese 

 Danielle Wold 

 9 Aloy Nelson 

10  Mary Peterson 

 Susan Berg 

 Allison Berhow 

 Joseph Korbl 

11  Quentin Kenney 

 Jeff Grieger 

 Kaedynn Olafson 

12  Alexander Lewis 

 Jacob Fraase 

13  Norma Holland 

 Kristina Sundquist 

14  Sara Sakshaug 

 Lisa Herrmann 

 Natalie Pieper 

15  Beth Berg 

 Nathan Snyder 

16  Brian Bittner 

18  Andrea Scheel 

 Jeffrey W. Powell II 

 Sara Tommervik 

 Kaden Roquet 

19 Dolores Corley 

20  Haley Nicholas 

21  Patricia Davis 

 Paul Carter 

22  Lyle Fugle 

23  Rolfe Hoyem 

 Bill Martin 

 Amy Dahl 

 Blake Meyer  

24  Cory Nicklay 

 Lexi Beauchamp 

25  Ralph Alderman 

 Karen Maul 

 Sandy Otteson 

 Paige Herrmann 

 Teresa Vogel  

27 Joel Ross 

28  Kent Eicholtz 

 Kim Crist 

29  Emily Berg 

30  Cheryl Beltz 

 Jill Hanson 

31  Trudy Mitchell 
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THANK YOU to our wonderful 

newsletter volunteers who 

helped with our November 

mailings. 

 

 Dorothy Barlow 

 Eldora Haakenson 

 Jan Haugen 

 Delores Knorr 

 Joyce Snyder   

 

Peace Lunch Club will meet at 
11:00 on Tuesday, January 13th at 
King House Buffet (122 
Broadway). We'd love to have 
you join us whenever you can!  

Please be a good neighbor... if you or a 

family member feels sick, has a cough or 

is just recovering from the flu, please stay 

home. If we ALL do it, we can stay home 

and recuperate guilt-free and who 

knows…maybe a lot of the rest of us won’t 

get sick after all!  Thank you! 
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New Year - New Adventures!  
 

It’s here!! Another new year where the calendar 
starts again with January 1 - only this time followed 
by 2015!  
 
With the start of the new year always comes the 
time for reflection on the past year as well as hope 
for the days ahead! It’s the perfect time to start on 
new passions, hobbies, resolutions, and 
adventures!!  
 
With the new adventures though remember that 
God is always present and we need only seek to be 
close to Him and His help to guide us through.  
 
I have used this devotion book before “Jesus Calling” written by Sarah 
Young, but loved what she wrote for one of her devotions:  
  
 “Come to Me with a teachable spirit, eager to be changed. A close walk 
with me is a life of continual newness. Do not cling to old ways as you step 
into a new year. Instead, seek [Me] with an open mind… Give yourself 
fully to this adventure of increasing attentiveness to My Presence.”  
 
What a powerful message! We just remembered the birth of our Savior 
Jesus Christ who then died for us - forgiving us of all our sins! So, let’s start 
the new year - new! Put the past behind you and look ahead to the future! 
Forgive, love, and trust in God’s plan for you, eager for the change! 
 
Your health, as I always repeat myself, covers everything - your physical, 
spiritual, emotional, social and intellectual aspects of life (I guess is how 
you can put it!) Trusting in God, embracing change, and looking forward to 
the new adventures in life can help you lead a healthy life - or at least give 
you a solid base on which to build the rest of your health on!  
 
Blessings in the New Year!  
Sarah  
 

Updates from Parish Nurse 
 
Speaking of new adventures and embracing the change ahead of us I 
thought I would write a quick little update (and put some rumors to rest!). I 
will be moving to the Twin Cities this spring sometime. I need a change in 
my job, amongst other things! I have loved this time spent here in Fargo 
and have especially loved Peace Lutheran. You have all been my family, 
when my real family is so far away. You have been so encouraging and 
loving and I thank you so much for that! I will write more later...once there 
is more to tell! Happy New Year!!  
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Hello there dear friends in Christ, 

 

I would like to wish you all a Happy New Year! We had a lot of fun 

in December. First we had our Christmas program on December 

14th where the children read a poem “The Littlest Christmas 

Tree” and sang many Christmas songs. It was a great success, 

we had over 30 children up front singing and reading. On 

December 19th we had our annual Christmas lock-in. There 

were FiF and Confirmation students at the lock-in. We played 

games of sardines (backwards hide and seek, one hides while 

all seek), hide and seek, Monopoly, card games, watched 

movies, ate pizza and lots and lots of treats. 



Tuesday,  

Jan. 13th 

7:30 PM      

Library 
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In January we will be having our 

French toast brunch on the 18th. 

The profits of this brunch will help 

go toward paying for the National 

Youth gathering for our students.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On February 7th we will be having 

our annual pool party at the YMCA. 

More information to come in your e

-mails and bulletins.  

Also be sure to check your e-mails 

and bulletins for a possible family 

trip and youth ski trip to Detroit 

mountain (weather willing of 

course). 

 

I hope you have a wonderful day! 

 

In peace, 

Erik 



S U N  M O N  T U E  W E D  T H U  F R I  S A T  

1 
 
OFFICE CLOSED 
 
7:00 pm AA 
Recovery ~ 
Fellowship Room   

2 
 
OFFICE CLOSED 

 
NO 
Men’s Coffee  

3 
 
8 am  
Peace at 
Churches United 
for the Homeless 

  

 

 
  
 
  
       

4 
  
9:00 am 
Sunday School 
10:00 am 
Festival Worship 
with Communion   
  
 

Birthday Sunday  
 

NO 
FM Youth Choir 
Rehearsals   
 

  
  

8:00 pm AA  ~  
Lower Assembly 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  

5 
 
10:00 am  
Sonshine 
Center Worship 
~ Pastor Josh  
 
 

7:00 pm 
AlAnon ~  
Fellowship Rm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

6 

 
9:30 am  
Staff Meeting 

 

1:00 pm  
Text Study 

 

4:45-6:15 pm 
Daisy/Brownie Girl 
Scouts ~ Lower 
Assembly 
 
6:15-9:00 pm 
Cadette Scouts ~ 
Lower Assembly 
 
7:00 pm  
Peace & Justice 
Meeting ~ 
Fellowship 
Room 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

7 
  
4:30-5:15 pm 
Sound of His 
Praise 
 

5:00-6:00 pm 
Snack Social 
 

6:00-6:45 pm 
WORSHIP  

  

NO Fif 
7:00-7:45 pm 
Confirmation 
Mentor Activity 
 

6:45-8:00 pm 
Festival Choir 
 

7:00-7:45 pm 
Family Study 

 
 

7:30 pm  
ESL Classes ~ 
Upper Assembly   
   
7:45 pm  
Foundation 
Meeting ~ Library 
 

8:00-9:00 pm 
High School 
Youth Group 

 

8:00 pm AA ~  
Fellowship Rm 

8 
  
 
3:00-6:30 pm 
NDSU Music 
Academy 
 

 
 
7:00 pm 
Borderline Strings ~ 
Narthex  
 
7:00 pm  
AA Recovery ~ 
Fellowship Room 
 
 
  
 
 
 
  
  

9 
 
 
5:00 PM Scout 
Lock-in Begins 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10  
 
10:00 AM Scout 
Lock-in Ends 

 
1:00 pm 
Prayer Shawl 
Meeting ~ 
Fellowship 
Room 

11 
 
8:45-9:45 am 
Sound of His 
Praise 
 
9:00 am 
Sunday School 
10:00 am 
Celebration 
Worship  
11:00 Private 
Baptism 
 
11:00 am 
Family Potluck 
 
Peace & Justice 
Fair Trade Sunday 

 
5:00-9:00 pm 
FM Youth Choir 
Rehearsals ~ 
Sanctuary 

 
8:00 pm AA  ~  
Lower Assembly   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12 
 
10:00 am  
Sonshine 
Center Worship 
~ Pastor Josh  
 
3:00-7:30 pm 
NDSU Music 
Academy 
  
7:00 pm AlAnon ~ 
Fellowship Room 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
   
 

13 
 
9:30 am  
Staff Meeting 
 
11:00 am 
Peace Lunch 
Club,  
King House 
Buffet  
(122 Broadway, 
Fargo)  
 
1:00 pm  
Text Study  
 
4:45-6:15 pm 
Daisy/Brownie Girl 
Scouts ~ Lower 
Assembly 
 
6:15-9:00 pm 
Cadette Scouts ~ 
Lower Assembly 
 
4:00-7:30 pm 
NDSU Music 
Academy 
 
7:30 pm  
Youth Team 
Meeting ~ 
Library   
 
 
 

 
 

14 
1:30 pm 
Sarah Circle ~ 
Fellowship 
Room 
 
4:30-5:15 pm 
Sound of His 
Praise 
 

5:00-6:00 pm 
Snack Social 
 
5:30 pm  Peace 
provides meal at 
Dorothy Day  
 
 

6:00-6:45 pm 
WORSHIP  

  

6:45-7:45 pm 
FiF & Confirmation 
 
6:45-8:00 pm 
Festival Choir 

 
7:00-7:45 pm  
Family Study 

 
 

7:30 pm  
ESL Classes ~ 
Upper Assembly   

  

8:00-9:00 pm 
High School 
Youth Group 

 
 

8:00 pm AA ~  
Fellowship Rm 
 
  

15 
 

 
10:00 am 
University 
Manor 
Worship 
 
11:00 am  
Trollwood 
Worship ~  
Pastor Josh 
 
 
6:00 pm 
Churches United 
for the Homeless 
Annual Meeting ~ 
Olivet Lutheran 
 
7:00 pm AA 
Recovery ~ 
Fellowship Room   
 
 

16 
   
FEBUARY 
PARISH 
PAGES 
DEADLINE 
 
9:30 am 
Men’s Coffee   

17 
  

2015 

Pastor Jenna  - Vacation 

Pastor Jenna  - Vacation 
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18 
 
8:30-10:00 am 
Youth French 
Toast Brunch 
 
9:00 am 
Sunday School 
10:00 am 
Festival Worship 
with Communion 
 

11:00 am 
STATE OF 
THE CHURCH 
MEETING 
 
Bread for Peace: 
Dorothy Day 
 
5:00-9:00 pm 
FM Youth Choir 
Rehearsals ~ 
Sanctuary 
 

8:00 pm AA  ~  
Lower Assembly 
 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 
 
10:00 am  
Sonshine 
Center 
Worship ~ 
Pastor Josh  
 
3:00-7:30 pm 
NDSU Music 
Academy 
 

7:00 pm AlAnon ~ 
Fellowship Room 
  

20 
 
9:30 am  
Staff Meeting 
 
1:00 pm  
Text Study  
 
 
4:00-7:30 pm 
NDSU Music 
Academy 
 
4:45-6:15 pm Daisy/
Brownie Girl Scouts 
~ Lower Assembly 
 
6:15-9:00 pm 
Cadette Scouts ~ 
Lower Assembly 

 
7:00 pm  
Sierra Club ~ 
Library 
 
 
 

21 
 
4:30-5:15 pm 
Sound of His Praise 
 

5:00-6:00 pm 
Snack Social 
 
 

6:00-6:45 pm  
WORSHIP 
 

6:45-7:45 pm 
FiF & Confirmation 
 
6:45-8:00 pm 
Festival Choir 
 
7:00-7:45 pm  
Family Study 

 

7:30 pm  
ESL Classes ~  
Upper Assembly   

 
8:00-9:00 pm 
High School 
Youth Group 

 
 

8:00 pm AA ~  
Fellowship Rm 
 
 
 

  

22 
 
10:00 am  
Mission Quilters 
 
7:00 pm 
Borderline Strings ~ 
Narthex  
 
7:00 pm AA Recovery ~ 
Fellowship Room   

23 
 
  

24 
  
10 am - Noon 
NDSU Baroque 
Festival Rehearsal 
 

25 
  

8:45-9:45 am 
Sound of His Praise 
 
9:00 am 
Sunday School 
Celebration 
Worship  

 

11:00 am 
ANNUAL 
MEETING 
 

2:00-4:00 pm 
NDSU Baroque 
Festival 
 
5:00-9:00 pm 
FM Youth Choir 
Rehearsals ~ 
Sanctuary 
 
8:00 pm AA  ~  
Lower Assembly 
 

26 
 
10:00 am  
Sonshine 
Center 
Worship ~ 
Pastor Josh  
 
3:00-7:30 pm 
NDSU Music 
Academy 
 
7:00 pm AlAnon ~ 
Fellowship Room 

 
 

27 
 
9:30 am  
Staff Meeting 
 
1:00 pm  
Text Study  
 
4:00-7:30 pm 
NDSU Music 
Academy 
 
4:45-6:15 pm Daisy/
Brownie Girl Scouts 
~ Lower Assembly 
 
6:15-9:00 pm 
Cadette Scouts ~ 
Lower Assembly 

 
 
  

 28 
 
4:30-5:15 pm 
Sound of His Praise 
 

5:00-6:00 pm 
Snack Social 
6:00-6:45 pm 
WORSHIP  
  

6:45-7:45 pm 
FiF & Confirmation 
 
6:45-8:00 pm 
Festival Choir 
 
7:00-7:45 pm  
Family Study 

 

7:30 pm  
ESL Classes ~  
Upper Assembly   

 
8:00-9:00 pm 
High School 
Youth Group 

 
 

8:00 pm AA ~  
Fellowship Rm 
 

29 
  
8:30 am - 5:30 pm 
Community Health 
Screening ~  
Lower Assembly 

 
10:00 am  
Mission Quilters 
 
7:00 pm AA Recovery ~ 
Fellowship Room   

30 
 
  
 
 

31 

 

A well-balanced church 
 
The owner of a new puppy got a good laugh when the little dog, out for a walk, had an itch. The trouble was that the 
itchy spot was accessible only to a hind leg. So, while still walking, the pup tried to scratch and tumbled over, rolling a 
couple of times before coming to rest.  
 
In several places throughout Scripture, the apostle Paul writes about the church as the body of Christ, and of the 
importance of each member. Just as the dog needed each leg to stay balanced while walking, so the church needs all 
the different God-given gifts of its members: preachers and teachers, friendly visitors, generous givers, musicians and 
singers, wise parents and imaginative children, people to produce and distribute meals, newsletters, lesson materials, 
and on and on.  
 
When we start thinking that some part of Christ’s body isn’t necessary, we risk taking quite a tumble! 



Organist:   

Marty Baumgartner 

 

Director of Vocal Music:  

Joseph Lindquist 

 

Festival Choir Pianist:   

Sue Bornsen 

 
Sound of His Praise Pianist: 

Paula Larsen 
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Peace Lutheran Church 

1011 12th Ave N 

Fargo ND 58102-3527 

We are on the web! 

www.fargopeace.org 

(This newsletter is, too!) 

Peace Lutheran Mission Statement 

United in Christ we worship, share our 

gifts, and work for peace and justice. 

Office Hours 

Monday—Friday 

8:00 a.m.—4:30 p.m. 

Custodians:  
Lenko Vucic 
Jodi Zander 

 

Accountant:  

Alicia Hildebrand 

 

Financial Assistant 

Susie Balsdon 

 

Parish Nurse: 

Sarah Vrudny 

 

 

Senior Pastor:   

Josh Schunk 

 

Associate Pastor 

Jenna Pulkowski 

 

Youth Director 

Erik Carlson 

 

Office Manager: 

Cecilee Turmo 

 

Nursery Attendant 

Amber Ohren 

P E A C E  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  S T A F F  

CONTACT US 

Mail:         Phone:   

1011 12 Ave N, Fargo ND 58102-3527  701-232-7166

     

Email:        Find Us Online:  

PeaceLutheran@fargopeace.org fargopeace.org 

        facebook.com/fargopeace 

Follow Us:      eandsynod.org  

Twitter.com/fargopeace   elca.org 


