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NEW STAFF

ANNUAL MEETING

Please join us in giving our new
Youth Director a warm welcome! She is a much appreciated addition to our staff and
we can’t wait for you to meet
her.

Please mark your calendars for
the meetings. We will have reports available at the meetings.

See page 3
CHILDREN’S PROGRAM

“Resolution One:
I will live for God.
Resolution Two: If
no one else does,
I still will.”
- Jonathan Edwards

We decided to keep the program simple this year and had
the kids act out the Nativity
Story with a few lines and
songs. I think we all like to hear
this amazing story retold every
year and it’s something the
kids will always remember.
See page 3
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We have been planning and
fundraising for, oh, just about
12 months now. Our trip last
year brought us home wanting
to do more so we are going to
build a house in Juarez this
year.
See page 4
HOLIDAY FOOD BASKETS
This year’s baskets were brimming with good food!

See page 4

See page 5
COOKATHON
We are holding another Cookathon to prepare meals that will
be taken to Dorothy Day House.
See Page 8
NEW LOOK
We gave the Parish Pages a
new look! In keeping with our
goal to be more environmentally friendly by reducing paper
use and printing expenses, we
have shortened the newsletter
by four pages. It is still packed
with great information, just a little more organized. Being the
start of a new year, we wanted
to make sure you are all aware
of the many groups we have
here at Peace. We have activity
here all week long! Please use
the table of contents on this
page to find information. Once
you have read the articles you
can pull the calendar out of the
center to hang it up and keep
up with our January events.
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Post from the Pastor
Friends in Christ,
Greetings to each and every one of you from God our loving heavenly Father and
our living Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. I hope and pray that this newsletter finds all of you
well, as we make our way into another year! By the way, did you know that this is our seventh year together?
When do you take down your Christmas trees and remove your Christmas decorations? Do you do it December 26th? Do you do it on January 2nd? Do you wait until January
6th? Do you leave them up all year long?
Why would I ask about the time when you take down your Christmas decorations?
What does removing Christmas trees have to do with anything, anyway? After all, these are
things we do in our homes. What difference does it make if we have a tree after Christmas?
The gifts are gone, the stockings are empty, and the food is finished. It is time to move on to
the next event, isn’t it?
Unfortunately, this is how we tend to think in our current cultural context. We like to
move from one activity to the next. We enjoy transitioning from one season to the next. We
run from place to place and event to event. It does not seem like we take the time to enjoy
doing one thing because there is always another place to be and something else in which
we could be participating.
This type of thinking also happens when it comes to our feelings about Christmas. We
do a lot of preparation for this holiday. We clean our homes. We dig out the decorations.
We go shopping. We do our Christmas cooking and baking. When the holiday finally comes,
we are relieved because we could get everything done on our list, and we can just sit back
and relax.
Once the holiday is over, we tend to think it is time to get ready for the next holiday.
We need to clean our homes. We need to put our trees and decorations away. We need to
toss out the wrapping paper and finish off the leftovers.
What if we did something different? What if we did not rush right past Christmas?
What if, instead, of worrying about getting everything put away right away, we took a little
time after the Christmas holiday, to just sit and ponder all that this very special holiday
means for us for more than just a day or two?
This is what the time after Christmas is for. It is a special time to be like Mary and to
think about what this very special baby born in Bethlehem came to do for us and the difference that makes in our lives. The difference that this baby Jesus makes in our lives lasts for
more than a day, longer than a week, and even longer than a year. The change that Jesus
makes for us lasts throughout our entire lives in this world and even in the world to come.
This year, I would encourage you to let your Christmas decorations stay up in your
house until at least January 6th. After all, the 12 days of Christmas is the 12 days after Christmas. When we are willing to enjoy these days, Epiphany becomes even more special because we know that we are called, during that season and always, to discuss the difference
that Christ has made in our lives with others!
God Bless You!

Pastor Josh
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Peace’s Amazing Kids

WELCOME ALYSSA
Hello! My name is Alyssa Nelson, and I am
the newly hired Youth Director here at
Peace. I am a Junior at NDSU studying Vocal Music Education. My hometown is Bismarck, ND. I have two sisters (who are
twins) and also go to NDSU. They are sophomores. My parents still live in Bismarck
where my mom is an office manager at a
law firm, and my dad is a civil engineer
AND pastor at Peace Lutheran Church in
Lincoln. My dad thinks it is pretty neat that
we are both working in ministry at a Peace
Lutheran Church! I like to keep myself busy
spending time with my family, teaching
piano lessons, and spending time performing music. My summers are spent working
at Camp of the Cross Ministries on Lake
Sakakawea in Garrison, ND where I also
work with youth. I am very excited to continue working with the youth here at
Peace. If you have any suggestions please
feel free to let me know. I can't wait to get
to know each of you better. God bless.
PAK
1st No Sunday School
8th God is Our Father
15th No Sunday School
22nd God Helps Us When We Listen
29th A Heart for God
The kids did a wonderful job telling the
Christmas Story.
Thank you for all
your hard work!
We had a story and
frosted cookies at
the PAK Christmas
Party, yummy fun!
Thank you Sharon for
making the cookies.
Thank you to all that helped with the PAK
in December, it’s wonderful to see the kids
experience the joys of Christmas!

FIF
The kids had a different project every
week after Advent Worship.
CONFIRMATION
4th Apostles Creed III
11th Prayer
18th Service Project
25th Parent Night
THINGS WE DID
Nov. 30: helped make ornaments and
decorated the Narthex Christmas tree
Dec. 7: created treat containers to be given to our shut in members
Dec. 14: packed the Holiday Food Baskets
and played games
Dec. 21st: had a Christmas Carol sing a
long and other activities
THINGS WE ARE GOING TO DO
On January 18th the FiF and
Confirmation students will be
preparing a meal to be served
at the Dorothy Day House on
the 19th. This is a regular ministry that we do as a church on the 3rd
Thursday of every month. We hope the
kids have a great time cooking together
and that they see the need there is right
here in the FM area. Ruth Carnal has
been organizing these meals for several
years and will be here to help with the
food prep and teach them about what
the Dorothy Day House is and the difference a meal can make.
UPCOMEING EVENTS
Be sure to watch the website and bulletin
calendars for future events that Alyssa, our
new Youth Director, will be planning. She
is also planning some fun art and activities
for our PAK kids to do during Sunday
School in January. Don’t miss out!

www.fargopeace.org
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Pathways
MISSION TRIP
At last the journey begins! Our group is going to hit the road on Christmas Day with a
stop in Wichita, KS and are set to arrive in
Juarez, Mexico on the morning of Dec.
27th. Please keep us in your prayers as we
travel and do God’s work. Thank you all
for your support.

HOLIDAY FOOD BASKETS
Several Holiday Food Baskets were
packed and distributed on Dec. 14-16.
Thank you to everyone that donated food
items, helped pack the boxes, or volunteered to distribute them. A special thank
you to Ruth Carnal and Kim Powers for
their extra effort in organizing this.
SERVE AT CHURCHES UNITED
Peace Lutheran Church serves a brunch
on the 1st Saturday of the month at
Churches United for the Homeless located
at 1901 1st Avenue North in Moorhead .
At 8:00 AM we start preparing the
food. The menu consists of pancakes,
scrambled eggs, bacon or sausage, milk,
juice, and whatever else we can find
in their cooler or in their storage rooms. At
10:00 AM we start serving and by 11:00 AM
we are done.
Churches United is a temporary home for
men, women, and families, to stay for
whatever reason and need assistance.
If you interested in serving at Churches
United for the Homeless, please sign up on
the Social Ministry Board in the Church.
If you have any other questions, please
contact Terry Thompson at 701-238-9788.
Thank you to our December volunteers:
Terry & Brenda Thompson, Harriet Marquardt, Annette Fioueiredo, Marina Hilborn, Parrish Elinger, Barry Barr. Hope to
see you January 7th!
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SERVE AT DOROTHY DAY HOUSE
Have you ever wondered what helping at
a shelter is like? Have you heard your
friends talk about it but didn’t know how
to get started? Well, here is a chance to
find out how easy and fulfilling it is. Thanks
to our new system of having Cookathons,
much of the meal is already prepared
and just needs to be heated up. All we
ask is that you sign up to help. Ruth Carnal
and Harriett Marquardt have done many
meals there, so you will be in good hands.
It’s fun, it only takes a couple of hours,
and you’re doing a great thing. The
guests at the Dorothy Day House are always very appreciative.
PRAYER SHAWL
The love and prayers you knit
and crochet into a shawl are
powerful and important. This is
a wonderful opportunity to
open your heart to God’s love
and to connect to the great
warmth and security of this sacred shawl. You can help by:
· knitting or crocheting a shawl
· making a donation for the purchase of
yarn or donating 3 skeins to complete
a shawl
· letting the church office know if you
are aware of someone who is hurting,
healing or lonely and needs to be
wrapped in God’s love
This group will be meeting on January 21st
at 2 pm and would love to have you join
them. Yarn and lessons are available.
Please call the church office for more information.
BREAD FOR PEACE
On the 3rd Sunday of every month, our
Social Ministry team serves bread and coffee to raise funds for a church or outside
mission. On January 15th, the proceeds
will go to the New Life Center so remember to be generous!

Please & Thank you
WHERE HELP IS NEEDED
Ushering before worship
Reading during worship
Ushering during offering
Advance slides during worship
Serve Communion during worship
Lead a session of Sunday School
VBS volunteer
Cookathon
Choir
Serve on Council
Altar Guild
Quilters
Serve at Dorothy Day
Serve at Churches United
Sunday Morning Coffee
Refill kids worship bags
Join Fellowship Committee
Special music
Visit shut ins
Care for live plants
FOOD SHELF
In November, we had 66 families stop in to
pick up a bag of food which, totaled 954
lbs. Our shelf is stocked with food that is
purchased by the pound from Great Plains
Food Bank and donations that our members bring in. Please keep this mission in
your prayers as donations are always
needed for purchasing the food.
OFFICE HELP
Thank you Marsha Grams, Delores Knorr,
Harriet Marquardt, Joan Skjonsby, Lenore
Ulland, Pat Davis, and Donna Holm, for
helping to get our December Parish Pages
ready for mailing. Please join us on January 26th at 2:00 for our next mailing.
ADVENT SUPPERS
Thank you to everyone that provided
food, cooked, and served our Advent
Suppers. It was a great time of fellowship
before worship.

ANNUAL MEETINGS
It is time for us to meet to
discuss 2016 and plan for
2017. We will have our state
of the church meeting on
January 15th after worship.
The annual State of the Church Report is a
resource to help evaluate our current realities and to celebrate the momentum of
our mission. Our annual meeting will be on
January 22nd after worship. This is where
you have the opportunity to hear proposals for the upcoming year and give
thanks to those that have served over this
past year.
SOMETHING TO PONDER
The new year is an opportunity to sort out
the useless tasks and plan for the important; to review the failures and resolve
to be successful; to take an inventory of
causes and pledge life to purpose and
service. These being done, the new will
truly be new, different and better.
—C. Neil Strait
MEMORIALS
In Memory of:
Husband Marv Bender
Parents Clifton & Evelyn Skjonsby
Brother Bruce Skjonsby
Given by:
Karen Bender
Kitchen Fund
In Memory of Millie Senslie
Given by:
Bradley Holden
John & Nina Rausch
In Memory of LuAnn Janssen
Given by:
Terry & Diana Hanson
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LEFSE
We had a great turn out again this year!
Thank you to all that joined us in making
lefse on Dec. 2 & 3. We had so much fun
ricing, rolling, and grilling, along with all
the snacking, visiting, and learning we did.
We had all ages from 3-99 with us and it
was such a joy to see everyone with a job
and working together. Thank you to those
of you that let us borrow your lefse making
equipment. We had 6 work stations all
making a batch
UGLY SWEATER
A new tradition has
blossomed here at
Peace Lutheran! We
had several contestants don their Ugly
Christmas Sweaters on
December 4th. As we enjoyed the fresh
lefse that our members made the day before we got a chance to view and vote
on the best one of all. That title was won
by Tom Carlson who had a specially made
sweater vest, turtleneck, and plaid pants
as well. He was “deck the halls” from head
to toe! His prize was a traveling trophy
along with bragging rights for a whole
year!
COLLEGE STUDY BAGS
During NDSU finals week we distributed
College Study Bags. Thank you to the Fellowship Committee for purchasing snacks
and goodies and to the FiF kids for packing them.
BIRTHDAY SUNDAY
On the first Sunday of every month we celebrate all the birthdays that occur in that
month. If you or a family member has a
birthday coming up we encourage you to
sign up and bring cupcakes to share at
morning coffee.
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COOKATHON
All ages welcome to join
us in this fun cooking
event! On January 29th
we will be having a
Cookathon to prepare
meals that will be reheated on the 3rd
Thursday of every month at the Dorothy
Day House. We will have the ingredients
and supplies needed so all you need to
do is show up!
KITCHEN FUND RAISING
3rd Annual Peace Kitchen Fund Wine
Class is scheduled for Thursday, March 2,
at Riverview Place from 6-9:30 PM. Sam
Wii and Ron Ellingson will share their expertise on the wines and food of Italy. Tickets
will be available exclusively for Peace
members for the month of January. Throughout the evening, 5 wines
paired with food will be served. Tickets
are $50.00. Please contact Dawn Braaten
Salsman at 701-367-1455, by email at
dawnbraaten@msn.com, or let Alicia
know in the office if you are interested in
tickets or more information.
The next rummage sale for the Kitchen
Fund will be April 1, 2017. Donations will
be accepted on Friday, March 31. All
types of household items, sporting goods,
furniture, and clothing are accepted. More information to follow.
Gift bags and cards are available for sale
in the lobby. All proceeds go the Kitchen
Fund. Since the project began in April of
2015, we have raised $512.50. We will
meet the second Wednesday of each
month at 2pm (unless otherwise announced) to make recycled
cards. Anyone welcome.
As of this month, over $75,000 has been
raised for the Kitchen Renovation Project. Thanks for your support of the Kitchen project!
Dawn Braaten Salsman and Jan Haugen

Pieces of Peace

MEN’S COFFEE
A bi-monthly gathering for a
time of fun and fellowship. Join
us on January 6 & 20 at 9:30
am.

is always a “to do” list of items, many of
which can be done in a short amount of
time. Please contact Pastor Josh to see
what needs to be done or if you see
something you would like to take care of.

ALTAR GUILD
Altar Guild meets the fourth Tuesday of the
month (as needed) at 6:30 pm, in the fellowship room. We take care of anything
related to communion and altar setup, as
well as seasonal decorating and other duties as they arise. The next scheduled
meeting is Tuesday, January 24. Please
join us, if you would like to check out what
the group does.

MISSION QUILTERS
The Mission quilters are a small group of 5
to 6 women that meet the last two Thursday's of each month to complete quilts
for Lutheran relief.
We piece together the tops, join them to
the backs, tie them, and sew around the
binding. The quilts are shipped off twice
a year and are eventually distributed to
people in need of their warmth and comfort.
You don't need to be an expert sewer to
join our group. We welcome anyone who
has some free time on the last couple of
Thursday's each month to come and see
what we are all about. We meet between 10:00 and 2:00 and bring a sack
lunch if we are able
to stay over the
lunch hour.
You will quickly see
how rewarding your
time spent can be!
Join us on January
19 & 26

PEACE & JUSTICE
This small but mighty group issues KIVA
loans, sells Equal Exchange coffee, tea,
and chocolate on the 2nd Sunday of every month, and takes care of filling the
Peace Food Pantry. If these are missions
that interest you, they would love to have
you join them. They meet on the first Tuesday of the month at 7 pm.
FOUNDATION
The purpose of the Peace Lutheran
Church Foundation is to enhance the work
of the church by establishing new ministries and stewardship opportunities in addition to and apart from the general operation of the congregation.
CARD MAKING
Card Making meets the second Wednesday of each month at 2pm. Plan to join us
if you'd like to help with this recycling project. Donated greeting cards are made
into new cards and gift bags, to sell for
$1. Proceeds benefit the Kitchen Remodeling project.
BUILDING & GROUNDS
You don’t have to be handy to help. There

LUNCH CLUB
Peace Lunch Club is a great way for
members of Peace to get to know each
other better. Each month we choose a
different restaurant to go to. We meet at
the chosen restaurant at 11:00 on the second Tuesday of the month. We'd love to
have you join us whenever you are able
to, whether it's every month or once a
year! Watch for reminders each month in
the bulletin and the Parish Pages. On January 10th, we will meet at Fortune House at
1100 19th Ave N. Hope to see you there!
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People to Celebrate

1 Nelson Carnal
Taban Samuel
2 Travis Freitag
Lenore Ulland
3 John Hoffman
Jacob Lewis
Andrew Swenson
4 Becca Olund
5 Amanda Berg
Stephen Carnal
Braxton Carter
Alivia Mata
Adeline Tarnasky
6 Melissa Geiszler
Peggy Inglis
Ian Snyder
7 Jessica Otteson
8 Carl Felix
Tracy Friese
Mabel Skramstad
Danielle Wold
9 Aloy Nelson
10 Susan Berg
Allison Berhow
Joseph Korbl
Mary Peterson
11 Jeff Grieger
Quentin Kenney
Kaedynn Olafson
12 Jacob Fraase
Alexander Lewis
13 Norma Holland
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14 Lisa Herrmann
15 Beth Berg
Nathan Snyder
16 Brian Bittner
18 Jeffrey W. Powell II
Andrea Scheel
Sara Tommervik
19 Dolores Corley
20 Teresa Vogel
21 Paul Carter
Patricia Davis
22 Lyle Fugle
Chad Herr
23 Amy Dahl
Rolfe Hoyem
Bill Martin
24 Lexi Beauchamp
Cory Nicklay
25 Ralph Alderman
Paige Herrmann
Karen Maul
Sandy Otteson
27 Ryan King
Joel Ross
28 Kim Crist
Kent Eicholtz
29 Emily Berg
Pamela Sande
30 Cheryl Beltz
Jill Hanson
31 Madyson McLaughlin
Gertrude Mitchell

Peace Proceedings

Peace Lutheran Church Council meeting

December 11, 2016

Meeting called to order by Brenda G.
Roll Call:
Pastor Josh, Brenda G, Eric F, Dakota D, Terry E, Bob M, Andrew W, Dawn B, Kim P,
Ron S, Meredith A.
Reviewed previous meeting minutes. Motion by Ron S, seconded by Andrew W. Minutes approved.
Greeters:
January 1st, Dakota D; January 8th, Kim P; January 15th, Brenda G.
Reports:
Pastor Josh: Had 200 plus visits this year. Holiday Lights Parade went well. New movie study
coming in January. Advent services are going well.
Brenda G:
Still working with insurance update.
Eric F:
Nothing to report
Dakota D:
Discussed 2017 General Fund budget and budget items proposed by the budget
committee. Motion by Kim P, (That the Peace Lutheran Church Council accept
and recommend the proposed 2017 budget and move it to the annual congregational meeting in January for their approval. Furthermore, that the Peace Lutheran
Church Executive Council be allowed to make adjustments to this proposed budget totaling no more than $5000, with the understanding that any of these adjustments not affect the proposed surplus of $187). Seconded by Ron S. Budget approved.
Discussed 2017 House & Building Fund budgets and budget items proposed by the
budget committee. Motion by Terry E, seconded by Andrew W. Budget approved.
Discussed 2017 Benevolence Fund budget items proposed by the budget committee. Motion by Kim P. Ron S amended the motion to allow flexibility for Social Ministry in the event the budgeted income is not met. Eric F seconded the amendment.
Amendment approved. Motion by Kim P to approve the amended budget, seconded by Ron S. Budget approved.
Terry E:
Nothing to report.
Bob M:
Not much to report. Fargo Snow was hired for snow removal, and it looks like it
working out well so far.
Andrew W:
Nothing to report.
Dawn B:
Nothing to report.
Kim P:
Benevolences have been met for the year, minus the month of December. Christmas baskets will be made up and distributed with requests for 20 adults and 15 children.
Ron S:
Stewardship is sending out a letter discussing the deficit, and also of giving time and
talent.
Meredith A: Christmas program is today, and next Sunday is the Sunday School Christmas party.
Old Business: Phone for Square Reader needs a renewed contract, and Pastor Josh is looking into that.
New Business:
Nomination of Officers: Ron S made motion to accept nomination of Eric F for Vice President,
and Dakota D for Treasurer. Seconded by Dawn B. Nominations accepted. Other officers will be
determined at later date.
Nominating committee: Will be looking for replacements of 3 council positions (Building &
Grounds, Communications, and Stewardship).
Next Meeting: Council will meet on January 8th at 8:30 am. Also suggested to have a special meeting on
Jan 5th at 7:00 pm to help finalize some other things before the State of the Church Address & Annual meeting.
The Lord’s Prayer was said
Meeting adjourned.
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Peace Lutheran Church Staff
Senior Pastor
Josh Schunk

Accountant
Sarah Heinle

Organist
Marty Baumgartner

Festival Choir Pianist
Kevin Priebe

Nursery Attendant
Amber Ohren

Office Manager
Alicia Miller

Financial Assistant
Susie Balsdon

Director of Vocal Music
Joseph Lindquist

Drummer
Moe Hanson

Custodian
Lenko Vucic

Worship & Church Information
Sunday
·
·
·

9:00 Sunday School Age 3 - Grade 4
10:00 am Festival Worship with Communion 1st & 3rd
10:00 am Celebration Worship 2nd & 4th

·
·

6:00 pm Worship
6:45 pm Youth Groups Grade 5 - 9

·

8:00 am - 4:00 pm Monday - Friday

·
·
·
·
·
·

Church Office 701-232-7166
www.fargopeace.org
peacelutheran@fargopeace.org
facebook.com/fargopeace
eandsynod.org
elca.org

Wednesday

Office Hours
Contact Us

Peace Lutheran Mission Statement
United in Christ we worship, share our
gifts, and work for peace and justice.

