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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

PRELUDE: Sarabande in F Major by George Frederick Handel 
(Instrumental) 

 

Please join in where the text is bolded.  
 
Red Book 
 
CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS 
Page 116  
 
GATHERING HYMN: Hymn #267, Joy to the World, All four verses 
 
Kyrie – Choir and Congregation 
Page 120 
In peace let us pray… 
 
CANTICLE of PRAISE 
This is the Feast of… 
Page 122 
 
PRAYER of the DAY  
Let us pray. 
Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our 
faith in your coming, that, transformed by grace, we may walk in your 
way; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 35:1-10 

 1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, 
  the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 
 like the crocus 2it shall blossom abundantly, 
  and rejoice with joy and singing. 
 The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 
  the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 
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 They shall see the glory of the LORD, 
  the majesty of our God. 
 
 3Strengthen the weak hands, 
  and make firm the feeble knees. 
 4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 
  “Be strong, do not fear! 
 Here is your God. 
  He will come with vengeance, 
 with terrible recompense. 
  He will come and save you.” 
 
 5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
  and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
 6then the lame shall leap like a deer, 
  and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 
 For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 
  and streams in the desert; 
 7the burning sand shall become a pool, 
  and the thirsty ground springs of water; 
 the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, 
  the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
 
 8A highway shall be there, 
  and it shall be called the Holy Way; 
 the unclean shall not travel on it, 
  but it shall be for God’s people; 
  no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 
 9No lion shall be there, 
  nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 
 they shall not be found there, 
  but the redeemed shall walk there. 
 10And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, 
  and come to Zion with singing; 
 everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 
  they shall obtain joy and gladness, 
  and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
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Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
A time of silence follows the reading.  
 

 

PSALM: Psalm 146:5-10, Page 9 

 

Refrain 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5Happy are they who have the God of Jacob | for their help, 

  whose hope is in the | LORD their God; 

 6who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that | is in them; 

  who keeps promis- | es forever; 

 7who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to | those who 

hunger. 

  The LORD sets the | captive free. 

 8The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those 

who | are bowed down; 

  the LORD| loves the righteous. R 

 9The LORD cares | for the stranger; 

  the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way | of the 

wicked. 

 10The LORD shall | reign forever, 

  your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. | Hallelujah! R  
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SECOND READING: James 5:7-10 
7Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer 
waits for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it 
receives the early and the late rains. 8You also must be patient. Strengthen 
your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. 9Beloved, do not grumble 
against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is 
standing at the doors! 10As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, 
take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 
Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Page 124 

GOSPEL: Matthew 11:2-11 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord.  
2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by 
his disciples 3and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to 
wait for another?” 4Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear 
and see: 5the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are 
cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news 
brought to them. 6And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” 
 7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: 
“What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the 
wind? 8What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? 
Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 9What then did you go 
out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10This is the 
one about whom it is written, 
 ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
  who will prepare your way before you.’ 
11Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater 
than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than 
he.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON – Pastor Mike Patterson 

 

A time of silence follows the Sermon. 
 
HYMN of the DAY: Hymn #250, Blessed be the God of Israel, Three 
verses 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
Page 127 

PRAYERS of INTERCESSION 
As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world 
that yearns for new hope. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

Gracious God, we rejoice in the gifts of your Spirit. Equip the global church 
to magnify your love and peace in every land. We pray for the work of the 
Lutheran World Federation and ELCA Global Mission. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Abundant God, we rejoice in your creation. Revive lands we have 
squandered and depleted. Make gardens flourish in cities and 
neighborhoods. Cleanse polluted air and water so living things may breathe, 
drink, and praise you. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Righteous God, we rejoice in your justice. End racism and oppression. 
Deliver all who are unjustly imprisoned or persecuted. Reconcile nations 
and peoples in conflict (regions in turmoil may be named). Help us pray for 
our enemies. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Healing God, we rejoice in your compassion. Comfort any in distress 
because of worry, illness, or loss (especially). Strengthen and protect health 
care workers, rescue teams, crisis counselors, and all who risk themselves 
to keep others safe. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
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Abiding God, we rejoice in your company. Give us calm and patient hearts 
as we gather with family and friends. Keep us mindful of those for whom this 
season is not happy. Console the grieving and surround them with loving 
support. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 
Faithful God, we rejoice with Mary, Mother of our Lord, and with all the 
saints, that your mercy endures for all generations. Look with favor on those 
who have died and lead us to joyfully sing of your everlasting promises. 
God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our 
prayers and join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name 
we pray. 
Amen. 
 
PASSING of the PEACE  
 
TITHES and OFFERINGS ARE BROUGHT FORWARD  
 
The table is set for Holy Communion. 
 

OFFERING HYMN: Hymn #184, Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful  

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray… 
Page 129 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
We praise your name… 
Page 130 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING Advent 
Page 132 Holy One… 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Page 134 
 
COMMUNION HYMNS 
Lamb of God 

Page 135 

 
Hymn #496 One Bread, One Body, All three verses  

Hymn #260, The King Shall Come, All five verses 

Hymn #482, I Come with Joy, All five verses 

Hymn #254, Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus, Two verses 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Page 136 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

BLESSING 
Page 136 
 
SENDING SONG: Hymn #545, Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessings, 
Three verses  
 
DISMISSAL 
Page 137 
 
POSTLUDE: I Wonder as I Wander, Appalachian Folk Song 
(Instrumental) 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 
 
 
      
 
 
 
  
Greeter – Deanna Fine 
Reader – Louise Griffith 
Communion Assistant – Traci Angel 
Ushers – Dave Harrell and TBA 
Counters – Jeanne Russell and Linda Thronson 

Acolytes – Clay Woslum and Greg Griffith  

Youth Acolyte – Alana Saunders 

Live-streaming Team – Jay Olshen, Deanna Fine,  
and Nick Cotsonis   
 

 

 
 

                           Faith L.I.N.K. meets from 10:15 a.m. to 11:15 a.m. 
 

Budget Goals 
 

To meet our 2022-2023 budget, we need 
average unrestricted donations of $4,594.00 per week. 

 

Unfortunately, we are falling short of this goal! 
 

St. Paul’s depends on you to continue its ministry      
and thanks you for your support. 

 

“For it is in giving that we receive.” St. Francis of Assisi 
 

Our Worship 

Volunteers 

December 11th 
Jeanne Russell 

and 

Carol Arneson 
 

Musician 
Dave Lingensjo 
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The Simply Giving Program is promoted by  
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 

and administered by Vanco Payment Solutions.  
 

If you are interested in using this service,  
or have any questions, please call Holly McPhail at 775 443-6639.  

You may also pick up Thrivent forms at the church office. 
                    
 
PRAYERS FOR HEALING  
Audrey Stroub, upcoming back surgery, Brita Steyn’s granddaughter born 
prematurely, Nellie Revelle, COVID-19, Vera Logie, Gayle Kennett, hernia 
surgery, Dave Lingensjo, upcoming knee surgery, Tom, a friend of St. 
Paul’s, Patricia Rickard, mother-in-law of Shirley Rickard, stage-4 lung 
cancer; Sharon Olshen; Anna Little, Dee Coughlin, Dick Lowther, a broken 
hip; Joan Yeskie, Mike Harrell (Dave and Ellen Harrell’s son), COVID-19; 
son-in-law John Samp, a growth on his skull and spine, and daughter Vicki 
Ranger, early-onset dementia; Glenn Laursen, Edward Yoho, Madelene 
Yoho, Fern Yoho, Maxine McGregor (Madelene’s sister), and a special 
prayer for all those living with devastating diseases and life-threatening 
injuries.  
 
CONTINUING PRAYERS  

Bev Steinert, ongoing vision issues, Bob Stroub, Audrey Stroub, health 
issues; Wayne Opperman, Bill Sandell, Frank and Shirley Bartlett, Bev 
Gutzman, Sarah Jevne, Carol Kalleres, continued health issues, James 
Wilson, continued health issues, Mary Ann Adamik, healing, Ellen Harrell, 
medical issues, Betty Razor, healing, Karen (Hone) Nolte, Hannelore 
Hanke, and Diana Johns. 
 
 
Please pray for the people of Ukraine  
and for all those who suffer due to  
gun violence, genocide, famine, war, 
bigotry, racism, anti-Semitism, and  
civil unrest. 
 
 



11 
 

 

 


