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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

PRELUDE: Christmas Carol from Anjou by Cesar Franck (Instrumental) 

 

Please join in where the text is bolded.  
 
Red Book 
 
CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS 
Page 116  
 
GATHERING HYMN: Hymn #248, People, Look East, All four verses 
 
Kyrie – Choir and Congregation 
Page 120 
In peace let us pray… 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
This is the Feast of… 
Page 122 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray. 
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By 
his coming nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 11:1-10  
1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
  and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
 2The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 
  the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
  the spirit of counsel and might, 
  the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
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 3His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
 He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 

  or decide by what his ears hear; 

 4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 

  and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

 he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

  and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 

 5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 

  and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 

 

 6The wolf shall live with the lamb, 

  the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 

 the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 

  and a little child shall lead them. 

 7The cow and the bear shall graze, 

  their young shall lie down together; 

  and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 

 8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 

  and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 

 9They will not hurt or destroy 

  on all my holy mountain; 

 for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 

  as the waters cover the sea. 

 

 10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the 

nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 

Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
A time of silence follows the reading.  
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PSALM: Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 

 

Refrain 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1Give the king your jus- | tice, O God, 
  and your righteousness to | the king’s son; 
 2that he may rule your | people righteously 
  and the | poor with justice; 
 3that the mountains may bring prosperity | to the people, 
  and the | hills, in righteousness. 
 4Let him defend the needy a- | mong the people, 
  rescue the poor, and crush | the oppressor. R 
 5May he live as long as the sun and | moon endure, 
  from one generation | to another. 
 6Let him come down like rain upon | the mown field, 
  like showers that wa- | ter the earth. 
 7In his time may the | righteous flourish; 
  and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall | be no 
more. 
 18Blessed are you, LORD God, the | God of Israel; 
  you alone do | wondrous deeds! 
 19And blessed be your glorious | name forever, 
  and may all the earth be filled with your glory. A- | men. Amen. R 
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SECOND READING: Romans 15:4-13 
4Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that 

by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might 

have hope. 5May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to 

live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6so that 

together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

 7Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for 

the glory of God. 8For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the 

circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the 

promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in order that the Gentiles might glorify 

God for his mercy. As it is written, 

 “Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, 

  and sing praises to your name”; 
10and again he says, 

 “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; 
11and again, 

 “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 

  and let all the peoples praise him”; 
12and again Isaiah says, 

 “The root of Jesse shall come, 

  the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; 

 in him the Gentiles shall hope.” 
13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you 

may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Page 124 

GOSPEL: Matthew 3:1-12 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord.  

 
1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 
proclaiming, 2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is 
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the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 
 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
  make his paths straight.’ ” 
4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, 
and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then the people of Jerusalem 
and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the 
Jordan, 6and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 
sins. 
 7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, 
he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the 
wrath to come? 8Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 9Do not presume to say to 
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able 
from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10Even now the ax is 
lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good 
fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 
 11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful 
than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, 
and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the 
granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON – Pastor Mike Patterson 

 

A time of silence follows the Sermon. 
 
CHOIR ANTHEM – ADVENT PROCESSIONAL Text from Isaiah 40:3, 
Music by Anna Laura Page 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
Page 127 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world 
that yearns for new hope. 
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A brief silence. 

 
God, you renew the church in every age. We give thanks for hymn writers 
and theologians (especially John of Damascus, whom we commemorate 
today). Inspire teachers, writers, and musicians to delight and instruct your 
people. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
You give us a vision of creation in harmony, when hurting and destruction 
will be no more. Teach us to be stewards of the earth and companions to its 
creatures. Restore to balance and wholeness what human greed has 
harmed. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
You defend the cause of all who are poor and oppressed. Raise up leaders 
who will govern with equity and serve the common good. Guide judges, 
lawmakers, and public officials to protect the rights of those who cannot 
advocate for themselves. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
You deliver those in need from suffering and fear. Come to the aid of any 
who are exploited or abused, especially children, elders, and victims of 
human trafficking. Provide safety and help to our neighbors without shelter, 
refugees, and those fleeing violence. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
You urge your people to welcome one another as you have welcomed us. 
Nurture ministries of hospitality and care in this and every congregation 
(local examples may be named). We pray for people who are homebound, 
hospitalized, or separated from loved ones (especially). God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

You embrace all who have died trusting in your promises, and we give 
thanks for their faithful witness. Sustain us in hope until we are united with 
them in the joy of your eternal presence. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
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God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our 
prayers and join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name 
we pray. 
Amen. 
 
PASSING OF THE PEACE  
 
TITHES AND OFFERINGS ARE BROUGHT FORWARD  
 
The table is set for Holy Communion. 
 

OFFERING HYMN: Hymn #184, Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful  

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray… 
Page 129 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
We praise your name… 
Page 130 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING Advent 
Page 132 Holy One… 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Page 134 
 
COMMUNION HYMNS 
Lamb of God 

Page 135 

 
Hymn #239, Hark, the Glad Sound, All four verses  
Hymn #242, Awake! Awake, and Greet the Morning, All four verses 
Hymn #494, For the Bread Which You Have Broken, All four verses 
Hymn #263, Savior of the Nations, Come, Verses 1-4 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Page 136 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

BLESSING 
Page 136 
 
SENDING SONG: Hymn #547, Sent Forth by God’s Blessing, Two 
verses 
 
DISMISSAL 
Page 137 
 
POSTLUDE: Hymn #537, On Our Way Rejoicing  
(Instrumental) 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 
 
 
      
 
 
 
  
Greeter – Judy McPhail 
Reader – Ken Beaton 
Communion Assistant – Linda Thronson 
Ushers – Dave Harrell and TBA 
Counters – Judy McPhail and Dave Harrell  
Acolytes – Clay Woslum and Greg Griffith 
Youth Acolyte – TBA 
Live-streaming Team – Jay Olshen, Deanna Fine,  
and Nick Cotsonis   
 

 

 

Our Worship 

Volunteers 

December 4th 
Vicki Hamilton 

and  
Mary DeFelice 

 

Musician 
Dave Lingensjo 
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                           Faith L.I.N.K. meets from 10:15 a.m. to 11:15 a.m. 

 

 
To meet our 2022-2023 budget, we need 

average unrestricted donations of $4,594.00 per week. 
 

Unfortunately, we are falling short of this goal! 
 

St. Paul’s depends on you to continue its ministry      
and thanks you for your support. 

“ .” .  
The Simply Giving Program is promoted by  

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 
and administered by Vanco Payment Solutions.  

 

If you are interested in using this service,  
or have any questions, please call Holly McPhail at 775 443-6639.  

You may also pick up Thrivent forms at the church office. 
                    
 
PRAYERS FOR HEALING  
Audrey Stroub, upcoming back surgery, Brita Steyn’s granddaughter born 
prematurely, Nellie Revelle, COVID-19, Vera Logie, Bev Steinert, a bad fall, 
Gayle Kennett, recent hernia surgery, Dave Lingensjo, upcoming knee 
surgery, Denise Muller, recovering from surgery; Tom, a friend of St. Paul’s, 
surgery; Patricia Rickard, mother-in-law of Shirley Rickard, stage-4 lung 
cancer; Sharon Olshen; Anna Little, recovering from back surgery; Dee 
Coughlin, Dick Lowther, recovering from a broken hip; Joan Yeskie, Mike 
Harrell (Dave and Ellen Harrell’s son), COVID-19; son-in-law John Samp, a 
growth on his skull and spine, and daughter Vicki Ranger, early-onset 
dementia; Glenn Laursen, Edward Yoho, Madelene Yoho, Fern Yoho, 
Maxine McGregor (Madelene’s sister), and a special prayer for all those 
living with devastating diseases and life-threatening injuries.  
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CONTINUING PRAYERS FOR 

Bob Stroub, Audrey Stroub, health issues; Wayne Opperman, Bill Sandell, 
Frank and Shirley Bartlett, Bev Gutzman, Sandy Danforth, Sarah Jevne, 
Carol Kalleres, continued health issues, James Wilson, continued health 
issues, Mary Ann Adamik, healing, Ellen Harrell, medical issues, Betty 
Razor, healing, Karen (Hone) Nolte, Hannelore Hanke, and Diana Johns. 
 
 
 
 
Please pray for the people of Ukraine  
and for all those who suffer due to  
gun violence, genocide, famine, war, 
bigotry, racism, anti-Semitism, and  
civil unrest. 
 
 
 

 

We grieve with Jan Ender and the Ender family in the sudden passing 

of husband and father Paul Ender. A Celebration of Life service will be 

held on Saturday, December 10th at 2:00 p.m. in St. Paul’s sanctuary.                               

 

Our deepest sympathies 

 
                                                        Today’s Coffee Fellowship is hosted by   

                                                               the ladies of WELCA. Thank you!  
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The new Call Committee will be installed today after the service. The 

members are: Traci Angel, Charlotte LaCombe, Cody Lopez, Jean 

Opperman, Jay Olshen, and Joan Schultz. Alternates are Ken Beaton and 

Louise Griffith. 

 


