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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

PRELUDE: O Come, O Come Emmanuel, French Processional 
(Instrumental) 

 

Please join in where the text is bolded.  
 
Red Book 
 
CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS 
Page 116  
 
GATHERING HYMN: Hymn #726, Canticle of the Turning, Verses 1-4 
 
Kyrie – Choir and Congregation 
Page 120 
In peace let us pray… 
 
CANTICLE of PRAISE 
This is the Feast of… 
Page 122 
 
PRAYER of the DAY  
Let us pray. 
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace 
and might, free us from the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we 
may receive your promises, for you live and reign with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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FIRST READING: Isaiah 7:10-16 
10The LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it 

be deep as Sheol or high as heaven. 12But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I 

will not put the LORD to the test. 13Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of 

David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God 

also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young 

woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him 

Immanuel. 15He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to 

refuse the evil and choose the good. 16For before the child knows how to 

refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you 

are in dread will be deserted.” 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
A time of silence follows the reading.  
 

PSALM: Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 

Refrain 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 1:1-7 
1Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the 
gospel of God, 2which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the 
holy scriptures, 3the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from 
David according to the flesh 4and was declared to be Son of God with power 
according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, 5through whom we have received grace and apostleship to 
bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of his 



4 
 

name, 6including yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 
 7To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: 
  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Page 124 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 1:18-25 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord.  
18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his 
mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, 
she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, 
being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, 
planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he had resolved to do this, 
an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of 
David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in 
her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to name him 
Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All this took place to 
fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 
 23“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
  and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 
which means, “God is with us.”24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as 
the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25but had no 
marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him 
Jesus. 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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CHILDREN’S PROGRAM  

 

 
 
 
 

The Amazing Story of Christmas 
 
Narrator  
 
Part I: Mary and Joseph 
#277, Away in a Manager, verses 1-3 
 

Part II: The Animals 

Hymn #296, What Child is This, verses 1 and 2 
 
Part III: Angels 
Hymn #270, Hark the Herald Angels Sings, verses 1-3 
 
Part IV: Shepherds 
Hymn #290, Go Tell it on the Mountain, verses 1-3 
 
Part V: The Wisemen and Star 
Hymn #300, The First Noel, verses 1-5 
 
Part VI: Conclusion 
Hymn #267, Joy to the World, verses 1-4 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
Page 127 

PRAYERS of INTERCESSION 
As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world 
that yearns for new hope. 
 

A brief silence. 
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God our shepherd, let your Spirit move with power throughout the church. 
Give discernment and wisdom to our bishops, pastors, deacons, and lay 
leaders. Take away our fear, so that we serve and love, confident that you 
are guiding us. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

God our source, awaken us to the beauty of the earth and the marvelous 
variety of life. Unite humankind in repairing and caring for your creation. 
Protect creatures and habitats in peril due to rising seas and warming 
temperatures. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

God our vision, raise up leaders in every nation who dream of freedom and 
justice for all people. We pray for the work of international organizations that 
promote peace and human rights, especially Amnesty International (others 
may be named). God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

God our helper, come to the aid of all who cry out to you. Shelter migrants, 
refugees, and those fleeing war and famine. Bring relief to individuals and 
families experiencing hunger, homelessness, or impoverishment. Comfort 
any who are isolated or lonely. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

God our Emmanuel, you are with us in our life together. We give you thanks 
for gathering us in woship and fellowship, and we remember those who 
cannot be present. Watch over those who travel. Heal the sick and speed 
their recovery (especially). God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 
God our hope, you bring life out of death, and you promise to be our God 
forever. Shine upon the faithful who now rest in the fulfillment of your 
promise and bring us also into your blessed reign of peace. God, in your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
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God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our 
prayers and join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name 
we pray. 
Amen. 
 
PASSING of the PEACE  
 
TITHES and OFFERINGS ARE BROUGHT FORWARD  
 
The table is set for Holy Communion. 
 

OFFERING HYMN: Comfort, Comfort My People (Instrumental) 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray… 
Page 129 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
We praise your name… 
Page 130 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING Advent 
Page 132 Holy One… 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Page 134 
 
COMMUNION HYMNS 
Lamb of God 

Page 135 
 

Hymn # 257, O Come, O Come Emmanuel, Verses 1-8 
Hymn #266, All Earth is Hopeful, Verses 1-4 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Page 136 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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BLESSING 
Page 136 
 
SENDING SONG: Hymn #251, My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness, 
Verses 1-3 
 
DISMISSAL 
Page 137 
 
POSTLUDE: Prepare the Royal Highway, Swedish Folk Tune 
(Instrumental) 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 
Greeter – Nikki Rohrs 
Reader – Tom Gesick 
Communion Assistant – Hope Chowanski 
Ushers – Dave Harrell and TBA 
Counters – Judy McPhail and Nikki Rohrs 

Acolytes – Clay Woslum and Greg Griffith 

Youth Acolyte – Kelsey Saunders 

Live-streaming Team – Jay Olshen, Deanna Fine,  
and Nick Cotsonis   
 
 
 

 

                           Faith L.I.N.K. meets from 10:15 a.m. to 11:15 a.m. 
 

Our Worship 

Volunteers 

December 18th 
Marla Johnson 

and 

Vicki Hamilton 
 

Musician 
Dave Lingensjo 
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Budget Goals 
 

To meet our 2022-2023 budget, we need 
average unrestricted donations of $4,594.00 per week. 

 

Unfortunately, we are falling short of this goal! 
 

St. Paul’s depends on you to continue its ministry      
and thanks you for your support. 

 

“For it is in giving that we receive.” St. Francis of Assisi 
 

The Simply Giving Program is promoted by  
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 

and administered by Vanco Payment Solutions.  
 

If you are interested in using this service,  
or have any questions, please call Holly McPhail at 775 443-6639.  

You may also pick up Thrivent forms at the church office. 
                 
PRAYERS FOR HEALING  
Audrey Stroub, rehab from back surgery, Brita Steyn’s granddaughter born 
prematurely, Nellie Revelle, COVID-19, Vera Logie, Gayle Kennett, hernia 
surgery, Dave Lingensjo, upcoming knee surgery, Tom, a friend of St. 
Paul’s, Patricia Rickard, mother-in-law of Shirley Rickard, stage-4 lung 
cancer; Sharon Olshen; Anna Little, Dee Coughlin, Dick Lowther, a broken 
hip; Joan Yeskie, Mike Harrell (Dave and Ellen Harrell’s son), COVID-19; 
son-in-law John Samp, a growth on his skull and spine, and daughter Vicki 
Ranger, early-onset dementia; Glenn Laursen, Edward Yoho, Madelene 
Yoho, Fern Yoho, Maxine McGregor (Madelene’s sister), and a special 
prayer for all those living with devastating diseases and life-threatening 
injuries.  
 

CONTINUING PRAYERS  

Bev Steinert, ongoing vision issues, Bob Stroub, Audrey Stroub, health 
issues; Wayne Opperman, Bill Sandell, Frank and Shirley Bartlett, Bev 
Gutzman, Sarah Jevne, Carol Kalleres, continued health issues, James 
Wilson, continued health issues, Mary Ann Adamik, healing, Ellen Harrell, 
medical issues, Betty Razor, healing, Karen (Hone) Nolte, Hannelore 
Hanke, and Diana Johns. 
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Please pray for the people of Ukraine  
and for all those who suffer due to  
gun violence, genocide, famine, war,  
bigotry, racism, anti-Semitism, and  
civil unrest. 
 

 

 


