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Welcome to St. Paul’s Lutheran Family
PRELUDE: Hymn #398, Holy Spirit, Truth Spirit, Instrumental

GATHERING
Confession and Forgiveness

In the name of the Father, and of the *+Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confessthat we have turned from you and given
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent.
In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we
have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and
uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness
of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us and for
his sake God forgives us our sins.

As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority,
| therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins. In the name of the

Father, and of the -+ Son, and Holy Spirit.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG: Hymn #804, Come Down, O Love Divine = Four
verses
1 Come down, O Love divine;

seek thou this soul of mine

and visit it with thine own ardor glowing;

O Comforter, draw near;

within my heart appear

and kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing.

2 Oh, let it freely burn,
till worldly passions turn
to dust and ashes in its heat consuming;
and let thy glorious light
shine ever on my sight,
and clothe me round, the while my path illuming.
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3 Let holy charity
mine outward vesture be,
and lowliness become mine inner clothing--
true lowliness of heart,
which takes the humbler part,
and o'er its own shortcomings weeps with loathing.

4 And so the yearning strong,
with which the soul will long,
shall far outpass the pow'r of human telling;
no soul can guess Love's grace
till it become the place
wherein the Holy Spirit makes a dwelling.

(Pg. 120)

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the
Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let
us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.



(Pg. 122)
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set
us free to be people of God. Power, riches, wisdom and
strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are his.

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Sing with all the people of God,

and join in the hymn of all creation: Blessing, honor, glory, and might
be to God and the Lamb forever.

Amen.

This is the feast of victory for our God, for the Lamb who was slain has
begun his reign.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven
and on earth. In your great mercy receive the prayers of all your
children, and give to all the world the Spirit of your truth and peace,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

WORD OF GOD

FIRST READING: Acts 17:22-31

2?Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, | see how
extremely religious you are in every way. 22For as | went through the city
and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, | found among them an
altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.” What therefore you worship
as unknown, this | proclaim to you. ?*The God who made the world and
everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines

made by human hands, ?°nor is he served by human hands, as though he
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needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all
things. From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth,
and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places
where they would live, 2’so that they would search for God and perhaps
grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of
us. 28For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of
your own poets have said,

‘For we too are his offspring.’
29Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like
gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of
mortals. **While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he
commands all people everywhere to repent, 3'because he has fixed a day
on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he
has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from
the dead.”
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

A time of silence follows the readings.

PSALM: Psalm 66:8-20
Refrain

D—e—5 P~ E— =

Blessour God, you peo - ples; let the sound of praise be heard.

UBNO

Bless our God, you peoples; let the sound of praise be heard. (Ps. 66:8)

®Bless our | God, you peoples;
let the sound of | praise be heard.
Our God has kept us a- mong the living
and has not allowed our | feet to slip. R
OFor you, O God, have ! tested us;
you have tried us just as sil- | ver is tried.



2You brought us in- I to the net;
you laid heavy burdens up-!on our backs.
12You let people ride over our heads; we went through ! fire and water,
but you brought us out into a place ! of refreshment.
B will enter your house | with burnt offerings
and will pay | you my vows—
“those that | promised | with my lips
and spoke with my mouth when | I was in trouble.
51 will offer you burnt offerings of fatlings with the | smoke of rams;
| will give you ox- ! en and goats. R
®*Come and listen, all you | who believe,
and | will tell you what God has | done for me.
7| called out to God ! with my mouth,
and praised the Lord | with my tongue.
8If | had cherished evil | in my heart,
the Lord would | not have heard me;
®put in truth | God has heard me
and has attended to the sound ! of my prayer.
*OBlessed be God, who has not reject- | ed my prayer,
nor withheld unfailing | love from me. R

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 3:13-22

BBwWho will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? “But even if you
do suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear,
and do not be intimidated, *°but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord.
Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you
an accounting for the hope that is in you; ®yet do it with gentleness and
reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned,
those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to

shame. "For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God’s
will, than to suffer for doing evil. *¥For Christ also suffered for sins once for
all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was
put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 1°%n which also he went
and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, ?°who in former times did
not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building
of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through

water. 2*And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a
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removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good
conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into
heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers
made subject to him.

Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.

THE GOSPEL (Pg. 124)

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

The holy gospel according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] **“If you love me, you will keep my
commandments. ‘°And | will ask the Father, and he will give you another
Advocate, to be with you forever. *'This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world
cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him,
because he abides with you, and he will be in you.

8 will not leave you orphaned; | am coming to you. *°In a little while the
world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because | live, you also will
live. 2°0On that day you will know that | am in my Father, and you in me, and |
in you. ?'They who have my commandments and keep them are those who
love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and | will love
them and reveal myself to them.”

(The gospel is proclaimed, concluding...)
The gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON - Pastor Mike Patterson

HYMN of the DAY: #631, Love Divine, All Loves Excelling— Four verses
1 Love divine, all loves excelling,

Joy of heav'n, to earth come down!

Fix in us thy humble dwelling,

all thy faithful mercies crown.

Jesus, thou art all compassion,

pure, unbounded love thou art;

visit us with thy salvation,

enter ev'ry trembling heart.



2 Breathe, oh, breathe thy loving Spirit
into ev'ry troubled breast;
let us all in thee inherit;
let us find thy promised rest.
Take away the love of sinning;
Alpha and Omega be;
end of faith, as its beginning,
set our hearts at liberty.

3 Come, Almighty, to deliver;
let us all thy life receive;
suddenly return, and never,
nevermore thy temples leave.
Thee we would be always blessing,
serve thee as thy hosts above,
pray, and praise thee without ceasing,
glory in thy perfect love.

4 Finish then thy new creation,
pure and spotless let us be;
let us see thy great salvation
perfectly restored in thee!
Changed from glory into glory,
till in heav'n we take our place,
till we cast our crowns before thee,
lost in wonder, love, and praise!

APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.



On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS of INTERCESSION
United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all in need.

A brief silence.

God our faithful companion, you promise to never leave us and to send your
Spirit to guide us in wisdom and truth. Send your people into the world to
serve as mirrors that reflect and magnify your love. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

All the earth sings praises to you. Grant your care to the creatures, plants,
and places that are suffering, and equip us to respond to their song. Make
us agents of restoration and refreshment for all your beloved creation. Hear
us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You call all people of the world your children. Judge the nations justly, show
mercy to all who are oppressed, and speak truth to power through your
prophets. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Nurturing Lord, you sent your Spirit to grant us peace. Make your presence
known to those who feel abandoned or alone, and to all who are sick or
grieving (especially...). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.



You hold us in your loving care. We pray for mothers and mother figures.
Console all who long to be mothers, children estranged from their mothers,
anyone grieving the death of a mother, and mothers who have lost a child.
Support all for whom this day is difficult. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Almighty God, you give life and breath to all things. We give thanks for the
apostle Matthias and all your saints (especially...). Sustain us by your love
until we join the saints in glory. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for our brothers and sisters in service to the Lord at Shepherd of
Sierra Lutheran Church and Capital Christian Center. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great

Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise
to you, almighty and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.
Amen.

PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

Please share a sign of that peace.

OFFERING HYMN: Hymn #384, That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright —
Four verses
1 That Easter day with joy was bright;

the sun shone out with fairer light

when, to their longing eyes restored,

th'apostles saw their risen Lord!

2 O Jesus, king of gentleness,
with constant love our hearts possess;
to you our lips will ever raise
the tribute of our grateful praise.
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3 O Christ, you are the Lord of all
in this our Easter festival,
for you will be our strength and shield
from ev'ry weapon death can wield.

4 All praise, O risen Lord, we give
to you, once dead, but now alive!
To God the Father equal praise,
and God the Spirit, now we raise!

OFFERING

Generous God,

in this meal you offer your very self.

We give thanks for these gifts of the earth.
In the breaking of this bread

reveal to us the Risen One.

In the pouring of this wine

pour us out in service to the world;
through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to stand
and to give thanks.

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your heart.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, that at all times and in all places we
give thanks and praise.

(The minister continues with the preface of the day.)
...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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(Pg. 130)

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

Hosanna in the highest.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again after supper, He took the cup,

gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin.

Do this in remembrance of me.

And now we are bold to pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this
day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever
and ever.

Amen.

Come to the banquet for all is ready and all belong and are welcome to
Christ’s table.

(We practice open Communion with both bread, gluten free wafer, wine, or
grape juice.)
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(Lamb of God Will Be Sung, Pg. 135)
Lamb of God,

you take away the sins of the world;
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God,
you take away the sins of the world;
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God,
you take away the sins of the world;
grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Communion Hymns

HYMN #546, To Be Your Presence — Four verses
1 To be your presence is our mission here,

to show compassion's face and list'ning ear,

to be your heart of mercy ever near,

alleluia!

2 To be your presence is our mission bold,
to feed the poor and shelter homeless cold,
to be your hands of justice, right uphold,
alleluia!

3 To be your presence is our mission blest,
to speak for all the broken and oppressed,
to be your voice of hope, your love expressed,
alleluia!

4 We are your heart, O Christ, your hands and voice,
to serve your people is our call and choice,
and in this mission we, the church, rejoice,
alleluia!
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HYMN #492, Eat This Bread, Drink This Cup — Four verses
Refrain

Eat this bread, drink this cup.

Taste and see the goodness of God.

Bread of life, cup of love,

We rejoice in your presence.

1 | will bless the Lord at all times,
praise with heart and voice;
in my God | glory forever:
listen and rejoice! Refrain

Refrain
Eat this bread, drink this cup.
Taste and see the goodness of God.
Bread of life, cup of love,
we rejoice in your presence.

2 Look upon the Lord, be radiant,
never turn away.
God will save in ev'ry affliction,
hear us when we pray. Refrain

Refrain
Eat this bread, drink this cup.
Taste and see the goodness of God.
Bread of life, cup of love,
we rejoice in your presence.

3 Angels fold their wings around us,
guard through good and ill.
Those who seek the Lord will lack nothing;
taste, and have your fill. Refrain

Refrain
Eat this bread, drink this cup.
Taste and see the goodness of God.
Bread of life, cup of love,
We rejoice in your presence.

14



4 Saints of God, bow down and worship,
bless the holy name.
Rise to tell God's greatness forever,
wondrous deeds proclaim! Refrain

Refrain
Eat this bread, drink this cup.
Taste and see the goodness of God.
Bread of life, cup of love,
we rejoice in your presence.

HYMN #496, One Bread, One Body — Three verses
Refrain

One bread, one body, one Lord of all;

one cup of blessing which we bless,

and we, though many throughout the earth,

we are one body in this one Lord.

1 Gentile or Jew, servant or free,
woman or man, no more. Refrain

Refrain
One bread, one body, one Lord of all;
one cup of blessing which we bless,
and we, though many throughout the earth,
we are one body in this one Lord.

2 Many the gifts, many the works,
one in the Lord of all. Refrain

Refrain
One bread, one body, one Lord of all;
one cup of blessing which we bless,
and we, though many throughout the earth,
we are one body in this one Lord.

3 Grain for the fields, scattered and grown,
gathered to one for all. Refrain
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Refrain
One bread, one body, one Lord of all;
one cup of blessing which we bless,
and we, though many throughout the earth,
we are one body in this one Lord.

Let us pray.

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen
us through this gift in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one
another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Bible Study

Please join Pastor Mike for Bible Study after the worship service.

As we honor our mothers today, please take a few moments to look at the
children’s quilts and lap robes Stitchers has on display. The quilts will be
given to the Advocates to End Domestic Violence shelter for the children
who come there. The lap robes will be given to seniors in area nursing
homes, assisted living facilities, etc.

Thanks to all our wonderful women who make the quilts and lap robes on
the 2" and 4" Tuesday of each month from 9:00 a.m. to noon in Friendship
Hall. We would love to have you join us.

Sarah Jevne, Stitchers Co-Chair
Shirley Rickard, Stitchers Co-Chair

WELCA has scheduled a tour of FISH as requested by some of our
members. It will be on Wednesday, May 17" at 10:00 a.m. The tour usually
lasts 30 to 40 minutes. Please confirm with Joan Schultz at
cc.jffran@yahoo.com or call (775) 883-6833 if you plan to attend, so that we
can report a headcount. Perhaps we can meet at church and carpool.

Carson City Strings practice; Friendship Hall, Thursday, May 18" from
3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. (Last day of practice for the school year.)
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On Saturday, May 20" at 3:30 p.m., there will be a ceremonial tree planting
and military honor guard ceremony on the church lawn in celebration of
Angelo DeFelice.

The congregation is invited to the ceremony and to the reception at the
DeFelice home after the ceremony. Hope to see you all!

HELP US! Stewardship

We need a member to lead our Stewardship Committee. % Commltte

Please contact Pastor Mike or Louise Giriffith to help. § Lt »: ﬁy g

SENDING SONG: Hymn #840, Now Thank We All Our God — Three
verses
1 Now thank we all our God

with hearts and hands and voices,

who wondrous things has done,

in whom this world rejoices;

who, from our mothers' arms,

has blest us on our way

with countless gifts of love,

and still is ours today.

2 Oh, may this bounteous God
through all our life be near us,
with ever joyful hearts
and blessed peace to cheer us,
and keep us all in grace,
and guide us when perplexed,
and free us from all harm
in this world and the next.

3 All praise and thanks to God
the Father now be given,
the Son, and Spirit blest,
who reign in highest heaven,
the one eternal God,
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whom earth and heav'n adore;
for thus it was, is now,
and shall be evermore.

POSTLUDE: Joshua, Spiritual, Instrumental

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

See you next week!

Worship Volunteers

Greeter — Cody Lopez

Reader — Linda Wilson

Communion Assistant — John Bradtke

Ushers — TBA

Counters — Nikki Rohrs and David Harrell
Acolytes — Clay Woslum and Greg Griffith
Youth Acolyte — TBA

Live-streaming Assistant — Nick Cotsonis
Musician — Dave Lingensjo

Altar Guild: Nikki Rohrs and Vicki Hamilton

Church Attendance Stats:
Sunday, May 7, 2023; 56 adults; 2 children; 31 online

PRAYERS FOR HEALING

Sharon Gesick, shoulder surgery; Judy McPhail, surgery; Nellie Revelle’'s
daughter Karen; Denise Muller; Doug and Pat Thunder; Jay Olshen, a
severely fractured ankle; Beverly and Grant, friends of Susan Bunker-Niles,
Grant suffered a stroke; Vera Logie; Tom, a friend of St. Paul’s; Patricia
Rickard, mother-in-law of Shirley Rickard, stage-4 lung cancer; Joan Yeskie;
Mike Harrell (Dave and Ellen Harrell’'s son), COVID-19; son-in-law John
Samp, a growth on his skull and spine, and daughter Vicki Ranger, early-
onset dementia; Glenn Laursen; Edward Yoho; Madelene Yoho; Fern Yoho;
Maxine McGregor (Madelene’s sister); and a special prayer for all those
living with devastating diseases and life-threatening injuries.
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CONTINUING PRAYERS

Jim Kennett; Audrey Stroub; Bev Steinert, ongoing vision issues; Bob
Stroub; Wayne Opperman; Bill Sandell; Frank and Shirley Bartlett; Carol
Kalleres, continued health issues; James Wilson, continued health issues;
Mary Ann Adamik, healing; Ellen Harrell, medical issues; Betty Razor,
healing; Karen (Hone) Nolte; Hannelore Hanke; and Diana Johns.
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