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GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.   
The congregation is invited to reply in places                                                

where the bold print appears. 
 
PRELUDE – Let There Be Peace on Earth by Sy Miller 
(Instrumental) 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who sends the word with angels, 
who is made flesh among all peoples, 
and who breathes peace on all the earth. 
Amen. 
In Christ, we are bold to name our sin and cry out for peace. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Holy God, 
we confess our sin before you. 
We replace compassion with competition. 
We seek what is mighty while ignoring the meek. 
We are quick to anger but slow to forgive. 
We have not put on love in harmony with you. 
Wrap us in the grace of your powerful Word. 
Swaddle our hearts with your peace, 
that all we do, in word or deed, 
may reflect your love born among us. 
Amen. 
I bring you good news of great joy for all people: 
God has come among us 
in the child born of Mary, Christ the Lord. 

☩ In Christ your sins are forgiven 

and you are clothed in peace. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG: Hymn #272  
1 Lo, how a rose e'er blooming 
 from tender stem hath sprung! 
 Of Jesse's lineage coming 
 as seers of old have sung, 
 it came, a flow'r so bright, 
 amid the cold of winter, 
 when half-spent was the night. 
 
4 O Savior, child of Mary, 
 who felt our human woe; 
 O Savior, king of glory, 
 who dost our weakness know: 
 bring us at length, we pray, 
 to the bright courts of heaven 
    and into endless day. 
 

Text: German carol, 15th cent.; tr. Theodore Baker, 1851-1934, sts. 1-2; Harriet R. Krauth, 1845-1925, st. 3; John C. Mattes, 1876-1948, st. 4 

 
GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your 
incarnate Word. By your grace empower us to reflect your light in all 
that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen 

READING: Jeremiah 31:7-14 
God promises to bring Israel back to its land from the most remote 
parts of exile. In Zion Israel will rejoice over God’s gift of food and 
livestock. Young women will express their joy in dancing; God will give 
gladness instead of sorrow. 
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 7Thus says the LORD: 
 Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, 
  and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; 
 proclaim, give praise, and say, 
  “Save, O LORD, your people, 
  the remnant of Israel.” 
 8See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, 
  and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, 
 among them the blind and the lame, 
  those with child and those in labor, together; 
  a great company, they shall return here. 
 9With weeping they shall come, 
  and with consolations I will lead them back, 
 I will let them walk by brooks of water, 
  in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; 
 for I have become a father to Israel, 
  and Ephraim is my firstborn. 
 
 10Hear the word of the LORD, O nations, 
  and declare it in the coastlands far away; 
 say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him, 
  and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.” 
 11For the LORD has ransomed Jacob, 
  and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. 
 12They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, 
  and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD, 
 over the grain, the wine, and the oil, 
  and over the young of the flock and the herd; 
 their life shall become like a watered garden, 
  and they shall never languish again. 
 13Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, 
  and the young men and the old shall be merry. 
 I will turn their mourning into joy, 
  I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow. 
 14I will give the priests their fill of fatness, 
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  and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty, 
 says the LORD. 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
A time of silence follows the reading. 

PSALM: Psalm 147:12-20 
 

Refrain:  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Worship the LORD, O Jerusalem; praise your God, O Zion. (Ps. 147:12) 

 12Worship the LORD, | O Jerusalem; 
  praise your | God, O Zion, 
 13who has strengthened the bars | of your gates 
  and has blessed your chil- | dren within you. 
 14God has established peace | on your borders 
  and satisfies you with the | finest wheat. 
 15God sends out a command | to the earth, 
  a word that runs | very swiftly. R 
 16God gives | snow like wool, 
  scattering | frost like ashes. 
 17God scatters | hail like bread crumbs. 
  Who can stand a- | gainst God’s cold? 
 18The LORD sends forth the | word and melts them; 
  the wind blows, and the | waters flow. 
 19God declares the | word to Jacob, 
  statutes and judg- | ments to Israel. 
 20The LORD has not done so to any | other nation; 
  they do not know God’s judgments. | Hallelujah! R 
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A time of silence follows the psalm. 

Gospel: John 1: 10-18 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
John begins his gospel with this prologue: a hymn to the Word through 
whom all things were created. This Word became flesh and brought 
grace and truth to the world. 

  10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; 
yet the world did not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and 
his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who received him, who 
believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who 
were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, 
but of God. 
  14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have 
seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and 
truth. 15(John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I 
said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was 
before me.’ ”) 16From his fullness we have all received, grace upon 
grace. 17The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth 
came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God. It is God the 
only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him 
known. 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
SERMON – The Rev. Chad Adamik                           
  
A time of silence follows the Sermon.   
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CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout 
time and space, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
You make yourself known in the gift of language in diverse forms. 
Draw our attention to those who communicate through sign, braille, 
and technology. Make your church a place where all methods of 
communication are celebrated. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
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Creating God, the sun greets us anew each morning. Thank you for 
waking us up today to witness and share your abundance. Awaken us 
always to your wisdom and deepen our care for your natural world. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Emmanuel, in your name we are assured that you are with us. Train 
nations and peoples to honor and respect one another, especially 
those whose names and identities have been mistreated, neglected, or 
oppressed. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
You adopt us as your beloved ones. Accompany parents and children 
navigating the adoption process, especially those in the foster system. 
Sustain those struggling with infertility or pregnancy loss. Tenderly 
embrace all in need (especially). Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
You journey with us through change. Guide those assuming new roles 
in this congregation or making transitions in their families, workplaces, 
or communities (especially). As the seasons and the calendar change, 
equip us for unexpected challenges. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We give you thanks for all who modeled lives of loving service 
(especially Wilhelm Loehe, whom we commemorate today). Lead us in 
your grace until, with all your saints, we enter the fullness of your glory. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend these 
prayers to you, confident of your grace and love made known to us in 
Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
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PASSING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you.   
And with you, too.*   
 

*Please share a sign of peace,  
maintaining physical distance (Pastor will demonstrate)  
 

TITHES AND OFFERINGS ARE BROUGHT FORWARD  
 

OFFERING HYMN: #285 

1 Peace came to earth at last that chosen night 
 when angels clove the sky with song and light 
 and God embodied love and sheathed his might-- 
 Who could but gasp: Immanuel! 
 Who could but sing: Immanuel! 
 
2 And who could be the same for having held 
 the infant in their arms, and later felt 
 the wounded hands and side, all doubts dispelled-- 
 Who could but sigh: Immanuel! 
 Who could but shout: Immanuel! 
 
3 You show the Father none has ever seen, 
 in flesh and blood you bore our griefs and pains, 
 in bread and wine you visit us again-- 
 Who could but see Immanuel! 
 Who could but thrill: Immanuel! 
 
4 How else could I have known you, O my God! 
 How else could I have loved you, O my God! 
 How else could I embrace you, O my God! 
 Who could but pray: Immanuel! 
 Who could but praise Immanuel! 
 
Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919 
Text © 1984 Concordia Publishing House, Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
Gracious God, 
your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the earth. 
As we offer ourselves and these your gifts, 
prepare us to receive the grace and truth 
you offer at this table 
and renew in us the song of your salvation, 
in Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 

The table is set for Holy Communion. 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy God, 

our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, 

in the harmonious world of your creation, 

the plants and animals, 

the seas and stars 

were whole and well in your praise. 

When sin had scarred the world, 

you sent your Son to heal our ills 

and to form us again into one. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 



11 
 

Remembering, therefore, 

his acts of healing, 

his body given up, 

and his victory over death, 

we await that day when all the peoples of the earth 

will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life. 
 

Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: 

as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread, 

so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth, 

that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son. 
 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

in your holy Church, 

both now and forever. 

Amen. 
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen.  
 
 

Lamb of God, Setting 10, Page 208 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
grant us peace, grant us peace. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
In Christ’s manger, at Christ’s table, 
come, see what God makes known for you.  
 
COMMUNION  
As we commune, we sing… 
 
COMMUNION HYMN: #289 All verses 
1 Angels we have heard on high, 
 sweetly singing o'er the plains, 
 and the mountains in reply, 
 echoing their joyous strains. 
 

Refrain 
 Gloria in excelsis Deo; 
 gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 
2 Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
 Why your joyous strains prolong? 
 What the gladsome tidings be 
 which inspire your heav'nly song?  Refrain 
 
3 Come to Bethlehem and see  
 him whose birth the angels sing; 
 come, adore on bended knee 
 Christ the Lord, the newborn king.  Refrain 
 
Text: French carol; tr. H. F. Hemy, The Crown of Jesus Music, 1864 

 
COMMUNION HYMN: #275 
1 Angels, from the realms of glory, 
 wing your flight o'er all the earth; 
 once you sang creation's story, 
 now proclaim Messiah's birth: 
 Come and worship, come and worship, 
 worship Christ, the newborn king. 
 



13 
 

2 Shepherds, in the fields abiding, 
 watching o'er your flocks by night, 
 God with us is now residing, 
 yonder shines the infant light. 
 Come and worship, come and worship, 
 worship Christ, the newborn king. 
 
3 Sages, leave your contemplations, 
 brighter visions beam afar; 
 seek the great desire of nations, 
 you have seen his natal star. 
 Come and worship, come and worship, 
 worship Christ, the newborn king. 
 
4 All creation, join in praising 
 God, the Father, Spirit, Son, 
 evermore your voices raising 
 to the eternal Three in One. 
 Come and worship, come and worship, 
 worship Christ, the newborn king. 

Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt., sts. 1-3; Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, st. 4 

 

COMMUNION HYMN: #292  
1 Love has come—a light in the darkness! 

Love shines forth in the Bethlehem skies. 
See, all heaven has come to proclaim it; 
hear how their song of joy arises:  
Love! Love! Born unto you, a Savior!  
Love! Love! Glory to God on high. 
 

2  Love is born! Come, share in the wonder. 
Love is God now asleep in the hay. 
See the glow in the eyes of his mother; 
what is the name her heart is saying? 
Love! Love! Love is the name she whispers; 
Love! Love! Jesus, Immanuel. 
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3  Love has come and never will leave us!  
Love is life everlasting and free. 
Love is Jesus within and among us. 
Love is the peace our hearts are seeking. 
Love! Love! Love is the gift of Christmas; 
Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high! 

 
Text: Ken Bible, b. 1950 
Text © 1996 Integrity's Hosanna! Music (ASCAP) c/o Integrity Media, Inc., 1000 Cody Road, Mobile, AL 36695 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, 
God with us, in these gifts of bread and wine. 
As we have shared this feast of love, 
strengthen us to share your love with all the world. 
In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 
 

 
ANNOUNCMENTS 
 

 
BLESSING 
The God of hope 
fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that we may abound in hope 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
through Christ Jesus, the Word made flesh. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG: Hymn #290 Refrain 
 Go tell it on the mountain, 
 over the hills and ev'rywhere; 
 go tell it on the mountain 
 that Jesus Christ is born! 
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1 While shepherds kept their watching 
 o'er silent flocks by night, 
 behold, throughout the heavens 
 there shone a holy light.  Refrain  
 
2 The shepherds feared and trembled 
 when, lo, above the earth 
 rang out the angel chorus 
 that hailed our Savior's birth.  Refrain 
 
3 Down in a lonely manger 
 the humble Christ was born; 
 and God sent us salvation 
 that blessed Christmas morn.  Refrain 
 
Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W. Work Jr., 1872-1925, stanzas, alt. 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE – Hymn #547 (Instrumental) 

. 

Upcoming Commemoration 
Johann Konrad Wilhelm Loehe, renewer of the church, died 1872 
Sunday, January 2, 2022 
A nineteenth-century German Lutheran pastor, Loehe worked to 
enliven the church with the eucharist at its center, from which would 
flow evangelism and social ministry. He sent pastors to North America, 
Australia, New Guinea, Brazil, and the Ukraine. 
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ST. PAUL’S VITAL STATS 
 

OFFERINGS 
 
 
 
  

 
                              

   12/01/2021  ̶  $1,375.00 
   12/05/2021  ̶  $4,071.00 
   12/06/2021  ̶  $200.00 
   12/07/2021  ̶  $74.00 
   12/12/2021  ̶  $2,785.27 
   12/15/2021  ̶  $735.00 
   12/19/2021  ̶  $2,622.00 

 
Please help St. Paul’s reach its weekly goals. 

 
Offering amounts include budgetary receipts. 

 
CONTRIBUTIONS 

 

To meet our 2020-2021 budget, we need 
average unrestricted donations of $4,719 per week. 

 
The Simply Giving Program is promoted by  

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 
and administered by Vanco Payment Solutions.  

If you are interested in using this service,  
or have any questions,  

please call Holly McPhail at 775 443-6639.  
You may also pick-up Thrivent forms at the church office. 

 
“For it is in giving that we receive.” St. Francis of Assisi 

!
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PRAYERS FOR HEALING  
Bill Sandell, surgery, Bev Steinert, cervical spine surgery, Susan 
Lowther (daughter of Karen Lowther), a knee problem, Kathy Edwards, 
a wound on her leg, Stacy Akhtar (Kathy Edward’s niece) COVID-19, 
Mary Burgeson and family, Glendanne Block, knee surgery, Gerry 
Kinder (nephew of Wayne and Cheryl Kinder and son of Julie Watt), 
massive heart attack, Mike Harrell (Dave and Ellen Harrell’s son), 
COVID-19, son-in-law John Samp, a growth on his skull and spine, 
son-in-law Dan Ranger, cancer, and daughter Vicki, Dan's wife, who 
has early onset dementia, Bev Steinert’s son-in-law (Ken’s brother) 
Larry,  cancer, Betty Clamp, Hannelore Hanke, Frank Bartlett, Glenn 
Laursen, Edward Yoho, Madelene Yoho, Fern Yoho, Maxine McGregor 
(Madelene’s sister), Norman Breuer (Mary DeFelice’s brother), 
Katherine, cancer (Susie Anderson’s sister), Holly and Trevis 
(Requested by Deon Ferguson, a friend of St. Paul’s), Richard 
Bradshaw, cancer (Ruth Fitzgerald’s cousin), and a special prayer for 
all the victims of COVID-19 and those living with devastating diseases 
and life-threatening injuries. 
 
CONTINUING PRAYERS FOR  
Wayne Opperman, Bill Sandell, Frank and Shirley Bartlett, Bev 
Gutzman, Sandy Danforth, Sarah Jevne, Carol Kalleres, continued 
health issues, Bev Steinert, ongoing vision issues, James Wilson, 
continued health issues, Mary Ann Adamik, healing, Ellen Harrell, 
medical issues, Betty Razor, healing, Debbie Revelle, healing from 
severe heart and lung disease, Maxine Bowton, Harold Nolte,            
Karen (Hone) Nolte, and Diana Johns.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



18 
 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday 8:00 a.m.  
Greeters – Kay and Ken Elverum 
Reader – Ken Elverum 
Communion Assistant – Ken Beaton 
Usher – TBA 

  
 

Sunday 10:30 a.m.  
Greeter – Judy McPhail 
Reader – Tom Gesick  
Communion Assistant – Judy McPhail 
Usher – David Harrell 
Acolyte – Clay Woslum  
Counters – Judy McPhail and Dave Harrell 
Live-streaming Team– Jay Olshen, Nick Cotsonis, and Deanna Fine  
 
 
I would like to thank everyone for the lovely  
Christmas card and the very generous gift 
inside.  
 
Your kindness is overwhelming and truly  
appreciated. 
 
It has been a pleasure serving you all  
for almost two years! 
 
Thank you! 
 
Brette O’Connell Elander  

Our Worship 

Volunteers 

January 

Jeanne Russell  

and  

Lauri Brown 

 

Musician 

Dave Lingensjo 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Join us for Faith L.I.N.K. on Sundays at 9:15 a.m.  
with a gathering in Friendship Hall for Sunday school  
opening with worship and prayer. 
 

Children’s Sunday school runs from 9:30 a.m. – 10:15 a.m. 
  

Pastor Chad leads adult Sunday school with Lectionary Bible Study 
from 9:30 a.m. – 10:15 a.m. 
 
The WELCA Bible Study group meets the first  
Tuesday of the month at 9:30 a.m.  
Vicki Hamilton is the leader wonderful group.  
We look forward to seeing you there. 
 

 
 
New Members Class  
Date and time TBA.  
If you want to become a Lutheran or simply  
refresh your knowledge of the faith, this class is for you. 
 

 
STITCHERS meet in Friendship Hall the  

second and fourth Tuesday of each month 

at 9:00 a.m. to noon. 
  

No experience is required.  

Just come and enjoy the fellowship and fun!  
  

 

Got Snow?  
In the event of snowstorms, if anyone needs snow shoveling, Pastor 
Chad knows of someone who can help. His name is Terry, and he has 
already shoveled for members of St. Paul's. Please contact Pastor 
Chad for Terry's contact info and to find out his rates. 
 


