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GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.   
The congregation is invited to reply in places                                                

where the bold print appears. 
 

 
PRELUDE – Sarabande in F Major by George Frideric Handel 
(Instrumental) 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who alone does wonders, 
who lifts up the lowly, 
who fills the hungry with good things. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God for whom we wait, 
in the presence of one another, 
we confess our sin before you. 
We fail in believing that your good news is for us. 
We falter in our call to tend your creation. 
We find our sense of self in material wealth. 
We fear those different from ourselves. 
We forget that we are your children 
and turn away from your love. 
Forgive us, Blessed One, 
and assure us again of your saving grace. 
Amen. 
God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! 
Through the power of the Holy Spirit, 

☩ your sins are forgiven. 
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You are children of the Most High, 
inheritors of the eternal promise, 
and recipients of divine mercy. 
God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG: Hymn #264  
1 Prepare the royal highway; 
 the King of kings is near! 
 Let ev'ry hill and valley 
 a level road appear! 
 Then greet the King of glory, 
 foretold in sacred story: 
 

Refrain 
 Hosanna to the Lord, 
 for he fulfills God's word! 
 

4 His is no earthly kingdom; 
 it comes from heav'n above. 
 His rule is peace and freedom 
 and justice, truth, and love. 
 So let your praise be sounding 
 for kindness so abounding:  Refrain 
 

Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772-1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship 

Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
 

THE ADVENT WREATH 
One of the best-known customs for the season is the Advent wreath. 
The wreath and winter candle-lighting in the midst of growing darkness 
strengthen some of the Advent images found in the Bible. The 
unbroken circle of greens is clearly an image of everlasting life, a 
victory wreath, the crown of Christ, or the wheel of time itself. 
Christians use the wreath as a sign that Christ reaches into our time to 
lead us to the light of everlasting life. The four candles mark the 
progress of the four weeks of Advent and the growth of light. 
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Sometimes the wreath is embellished with natural dried flowers or fruit. 
Its evergreen branches lead the household and the congregation to the 
evergreen Christmas tree. In many homes, the family gathers for 
prayers around the wreath. 
 
SECOND WEEK OF ADVENT – Lighting the Second Candle 
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. John the 
Baptist calls all people to prepare the Lord’s way for the kingdom of 
heaven is near. Bless us as we light the candles on this wreath. 
Baptize us with the fire of your Spirit, that we may be a light shining in 
the darkness welcoming others as Christ has welcomed us, for he is 
our light and our salvation. Blessed be God forever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ADVENT HYMN: ACS Hymn #902 
O house of Jacob, come, 
let us walk in the light of the Lord. Amen.  
1 Come now, O God, when our love is forsaken. 
 Come, when our bedrock of faith has been shaken. 
 Come, when our deepest of hopes are mistaken. 
 Come, Emmanuel. Come, Emmanuel. 
 
Text: David Bjorlin, b. 1984 
Text © 2018 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission 
 from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license. 
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GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By 
his coming give to all the people of the world knowledge of your 
salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.  
 

READING: Malachi 3:1-4 

God announces a covenant with Israel. A messenger like Malachi (his 
name means “my messenger”) will prepare the way for the coming of 
the Lord by purifying and refining God’s people, as silver and gold are 
refined. 

1See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and 
the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The 
messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is 
coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2But who can endure the day of his 
coming, and who can stand when he appears? 
  For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3he will sit as a 
refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi 
and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to 
the LORD in righteousness. 4Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem 
will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former 
years. 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

A time of silence follows the reading. 
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PSALM: Luke 1:68-79 

Refrain:  
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the tender compassion of our God the dawn from on high shall 
break upon us. (Lk. 1:78) 

 68Blessed are you, Lord, the | God of Israel, 
  you have come to your people and | set them free. 
 69You have raised up for us a | mighty Savior, 
  born of the house of your | servant David. R 
 70Through your holy prophets, you promised of old to save us | from 
our enemies, 
  71from the hands of | all who hate us, 
 72to show mercy | to our forebears, 
  and to remember your | holy covenant. 
 73This was the oath you swore to our | father Abraham: 
  74to set us free from the hands of our | enemies, 
 free to worship you | without fear, 
  75holy and righteous before you, all the days | of our life. R 
 76And you, child, shall be called the prophet of | the Most High, 
  for you will go before the Lord to pre- | pare the way, 
 77to give God’s people knowledge | of salvation 
  by the forgiveness | of their sins. 
 78In the tender compassion | of our God 
  the dawn from on high shall | break upon us, 
 79to shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the shad- | ow 
of death, 
  and to guide our feet into the | way of peace. R 
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A time of silence follows the psalm. 
 

GOSPEL: Luke 3:1-6 
The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
John the Baptist is a herald of Jesus, whose way is prepared by 
“repentance for the forgiveness of sins.” As we hear the careful record 
of human leaders, we sense the spectrum of political and religious 
authority that will be challenged by this coming Lord. 

1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius 
Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his 
brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and 
Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2during the high priesthood of Annas and 
Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the 
wilderness. 3He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming 
a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 4as it is written in 
the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, 
 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
  make his paths straight. 
 5Every valley shall be filled, 
  and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
 and the crooked shall be made straight, 
  and the rough ways made smooth; 
 6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON – Mr. Bill Ledford                           
  
A time of silence follows the Sermon.   
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CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and 
places that yearn for God’s presence. 

A brief silence. 

You send messengers into the world to proclaim the day of your 
coming. Make our bishops, pastors, deacons, and lay preachers 
confident in their preaching, that their words and our lives witness to 
your grace. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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Send your Spirit to all living creatures that are endangered. Provide 
them with shelter and care, and bring us into right relationship with the 
earth that you create and call good. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Send leaders to our nations, cities, schools, and businesses to work on 
behalf of those who have lost parents, spouses, and loved ones; 
immigrants; the imprisoned; those living in poverty; and all who are 
oppressed. Make them bold in their commitments to justice and 
reconciliation. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Send your servants to care for those who suffer. Use our ministries 
and our lives to reach out with compassion to those who are hungry, 
oppressed, lonely, or ill (especially). Grant them healing and 
wholeness. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Send prophets to speak difficult truths, even when they are poorly 
received. Embolden those who ask hard questions and challenge 
accepted ways. Instill in youth and elders alike a passion for pointing to 
Jesus in all things. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We remember your saints, both those publicly celebrated and those 
more humbly remembered. Confident that your work will be completed, 
we live in faith until the day of your coming. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. 
Receive these prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 
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PASSING OF THE PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you.   
And with you, too.*   
 

*Please share a sign of peace,  
maintaining physical distance (Pastor will demonstrate)  
 
TITHES AND OFFERINGS ARE BROUGHT FORWARD  
 

 

 

OFFERING HYMN: Hymn #257  

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
 and ransom captive Israel, 
 that mourns in lonely exile here 
 until the Son of God appear. 
 
Refrain 
 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
 shall come to you, O Israel. 
 
2 O come, O Wisdom from on high, 
 embracing all things far and nigh: 
 in strength and beauty come and stay; 
 teach us your will and guide our way.  Refrain 
 
Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, 1710; tr. composite 
Text sts. 2, 6, 7 © 1997 Augsburg Fortress. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
God of our waiting and watching, 
we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives 
to the service of all your people. 
Prepare the way before us 
as we meet you in this simple meal, 
through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. 
Amen. 
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The table is set for Holy Communion. 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy God, 

our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, 

in the harmonious world of your creation, 

the plants and animals, 

the seas and stars 

were whole and well in your praise. 

When sin had scarred the world, 

you sent your Son to heal our ills 

and to form us again into one. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, 

his acts of healing, 

his body given up, 

and his victory over death, 

we await that day when all the peoples of the earth 

will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life. 
 

Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: 

as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread, 

so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth, 

that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son. 
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Through him all glory and honor is yours, 

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

in your holy Church, 

both now and forever. 

Amen. 
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen.  
 
 

Lamb of God, Setting 10, Page 208 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
grant us peace, grant us peace. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to Christ’s banquet. 
Feast on God’s gift of grace.  
 
COMMUNION  
As we commune, we sing… 
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COMMUNION HYMN: Hymn #496  
Refrain 
 One bread, one body, one Lord of all; 
 one cup of blessing which we bless, 
 and we, though many throughout the earth, 
 we are one body in this one Lord. 
 
1 Gentile or Jew, servant or free, 
 woman or man, no more.  Refrain 
 
2 Many the gifts, many the works, 
 one in the Lord of all.  Refrain 
 
3 Grain for the fields, scattered and grown, 
 gathered to one for all.  Refrain 
 
Text: John Foley, SJ, b. 1939 
Text © 1978 John B. Foley, SJ and OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used with permission. 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 

 
 

COMMUNION HYMN: Hymn #469 
1 By your hand you feed your people, 

food of angels, heaven's bread. 
For these gifts we did not labor,  
by your grace have we been fed: 

 
Refrain 

Christ's own body, blessed and broken, 
cup o'er flowing, life outpoured, 
given as a living token  
of your world redeemed, restored. 

 
2 In this meal we taste your sweetness, 

bread for hunger, wine of peace. 
Holy word and holy wisdom 
satisfy our deepest needs.  Refrain 
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3 Send us now with faith and courage 
to the hungry, lost, bereaved. 
In our living and our dying, 
we become what we receive:  Refrain 
 

Text: Susan R. Briehl, b. 1952 

Text © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by 

permission. 

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
 

COMMUNION HYMN: #464 
1 Bread of life, our host and meal,  

Jesus, feed us. 
Christ, by faith, to see and feel,  
feed us with your love. 
 

2 Bread now break and wine now pour, 
Jesus, feed us. 
Make us one, our hope restore; 
feed us with your love. 
 

3 Grant forgiveness in the feast 
Jesus, feed us 
for the greatest and the least; 
feed us with your love. 
 

4 Thank you for this gift we share. 
Jesus, feed us. 
Save God's children everywhere; 
feed us with your love. 
 

Text: Ray Makeever, b. 1943; Rusty Edwards, b. 1955 
Text © 1996 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Most High God, 
you have come among us at this table. 
By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word, 
sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, 
through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest. 
Amen. 

http://www.giamusic.com/
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
The God of hope 
fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that we may abound in hope 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
through Christ Jesus for whom we wait. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG: Hymn #254  
1 Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 
 born to set thy people free; 
 from our fears and sins release us; 
 let us find our rest in thee. 
 Israel's strength and consolation, 
 hope of all the earth thou art, 
 dear desire of ev'ry nation, 
 joy of ev'ry longing heart. 
 

2 Born thy people to deliver, 
 born a child, and yet a king; 
 born to reign in us forever, 
 now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
 By thine own eternal Spirit 
 rule in all our hearts alone; 
 by thine all-sufficient merit 
 raise us to thy glorious throne. 
 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is near. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE – Gavotte and Double by George Frideric Handel 
(Instrumental) 
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ST. PAUL’S VITAL STATS 
 

OFFERINGS 
 
 
 
  

 
                              

   11/01/2021  ̶  $1,375.00 
   11/05/2021  ̶  $200.00 
   11/07/2021  ̶  $2,638.35 
   11/14/2021  ̶  $3,522.00 
   11/15/2021  ̶  $735.00 
   11/21/2021  ̶  $1,402.00 
   11/28/2021  ̶  $1,567.00 
 

Please help St. Paul’s reach its weekly goals. 
 

Offering amounts include budgetary receipts. 
 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
 

To meet our 2020-2021 budget, we need 
average unrestricted donations of $4,719 per week. 

 
The Simply Giving Program is promoted by  

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 
and administered by Vanco Payment Solutions.  

If you are interested in using this service,  
or have any questions,  

please call Holly McPhail at 775 443-6639.  
You may also pick-up Thrivent forms at the church office. 

 
“For it is in giving that we receive.” St. Francis of Assisi 

 

Thank you for your continuing support of our ministry!  
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PRAYERS FOR HEALING  
Susan Lowther (daughter of Karen Lowther), a knee problem, Kathy 
Edwards, a wound on her leg, Stacy Akhtar (Kathy Edward’s niece) 
COVID-19, Jason Wildblood, a diverticulitis cyst, Judy Lowther, a bad 
fall that injured her arm and knee, Mary Burgeson and family, 
Glendanne Block, knee surgery, Gerry Kinder (nephew of Wayne and 
Cheryl Kinder and son of Julie Watt), massive heart attack, Mike 
Harrell (Dave and Ellen Harrell’s son), COVID-19, son-in-law John 
Samp, a growth on his skull and spine, son-in-law Dan Ranger, cancer, 
and daughter Vicki, Dan's wife, who has early onset dementia, Bev 
Steinert’s son-in-law (Ken’s brother) Larry,  cancer, Betty Clamp, 
Hannelore Hanke, Frank Bartlett, Glenn Laursen, Edward Yoho, 
Madelene Yoho, Fern Yoho, Maxine McGregor (Madelene’s sister), 
Norman Breuer (Mary DeFelice’s brother), Katherine, cancer (Susie 
Anderson’s sister), Holly and Trevis (Requested by Deon Ferguson, a 
friend of St. Paul’s), Richard Bradshaw, cancer (Ruth Fitzgerald’s 
cousin), and a special prayer for all the victims of COVID-19 and those 
living with devastating diseases and life-threatening injuries. 
 
CONTINUING PRAYERS FOR  
Wayne Opperman, Bill Sandell, Frank and Shirley Bartlett, Bev 
Gutzman, Sandy Danforth, Sarah Jevne, Carol Kalleres, continued 
health issues, Bev Steinert, ongoing vision issues, James Wilson, 
continued health issues, Mary Ann Adamik, healing, Ellen Harrell, 
medical issues, Betty Razor, healing, Debbie Revelle, healing from 
severe heart and lung disease, Maxine Bowton, Harold Nolte,            
Karen (Hone) Nolte, and Diana Johns. 
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Sunday 8:00 a.m.  
Greeter – Jim and Andrea Rud 
Reader – Andrea Rud 
Usher – TBA 
 

Sunday 10:30 a.m.  
Greeter – Judy McPhail 
Reader – Vicki Hamilton 
Usher – Dave Harrell 
Acolyte – Clay Woslum  
Counters – Judy McPhail and David Harrell  
Live-streaming Team – Jay Olshen, Nick Cotsonis, and Deanna Fine 

 

 
Today’s altar flowers were given by 
Judy McPhail in honor or  
Liam and Levi’s birthday 
and in memory of Julia Hall. 

 
 

Today’s Coffee Hour is hosted by Tom and Sharon Gesick. 
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
 

Our Worship 

Volunteers 

December 5th 

Carol Arneson 

Mary DeFelice 
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Join us for Faith L.I.N.K. on Sundays at 9:15 a.m.  
with a gathering in Friendship Hall for Sunday school  
opening with worship and prayer. 
 
Children’s Sunday school runs from 9:30 a.m. – 10:15 a.m. 
  
Pastor Chad leads adult Sunday school with Lectionary Bible Study 
from 9:30 a.m. – 10:15 a.m. 
 
 
The WELCA Bible Study group meets the first  
Tuesday of the month at 9:30 a.m.  
Vicki Hamilton is the leader wonderful group.  
We look forward to seeing you there. 
 
 
 
New Members Class  
Date and time TBA.  
If you want to become a Lutheran or simply  
refresh your knowledge of the faith, this class is for you. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FYI Envelopes for Christmas staff gifts  
can be found on the sideboard  

next to the Sunday bulletins. 
 

STITCHERS meet in Friendship Hall 

the second and fourth Tuesday of 

each month at 9:00 a.m. to noon. 

  

No experience is necessary to join. 
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Tintabulations Handbell Ensemble                             

will perform a Christmas concert                                      

at St. Paul’s                                                          

on December 11th at 7:00 p.m. 

You don’t want to miss this concert! 


