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Welcome to St. Paul’s Lutheran Family 
 
PRELUDE: If This Isn’t Love by Dottie Rambo (Instrumental)  
 
ACCLAMATION 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL: Matthew 21: 1-11 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
1When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the 
Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2saying to them, “Go into the 
village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt 
with her; untie them and bring them to me. 3If anyone says anything to you, 
just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send them 
immediately.” 4This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the 
prophet, saying, 
 5“Tell the daughter of Zion, 
 Look, your king is coming to you, 
  humble, and mounted on a donkey, 
   and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 
6The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7they brought the 
donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8A 
very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches 
from the trees and spread them on the road. 9The crowds that went ahead 
of him and that followed were shouting, 
 “Hosanna to the Son of David! 
  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
 Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
10When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is 
this?” 11The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth 
in Galilee.” 
 
BLESSING OF PALMS 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
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Let us pray. 
We praise you, O God, 
for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
Today he entered the holy city in triumph 
and was proclaimed messiah and king 
by those who spread garments and branches along his way. 
Bless these branches and those who carry them. 
Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross, 
so that, joined to his death and resurrection, 
we enter into life with you; 
through the same Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
PROCESSIONAL SONG: Hymn #344, All Glory, Laud, and Honor  ̶  Five 
verses 
Refrain 
All glory, laud, and honor 
to You, Redeemer, King, 
to whom the lips of children 
made sweet hosannas ring. 
 
1 You are the King of Israel 
   and David’s royal Son, 
   Now in the Lord’s name coming, 
   The King and Blessed One. Refrain 
 
Refrain 
All glory, laud, and honor 
to You, Redeemer, King, 
to Whom the lips of children  
made sweet hosannas ring. 
 
2 The company of angels 
   is praising You on high; 
   And we with all creation 
   in chorus make reply. Refrain 
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Refrain 
All glory, laud, and honor 
to You, Redeemer, King, 
to Whom the lips of children  
made sweet hosannas ring. 
 

3 The multitude of pilgrims 
 with palms before you went; 
 our praise and prayer and anthems 
 before you we present. Refrain 
 
Refrain 
All glory, laud, and honor 
to You, Redeemer, King, 
to Whom the lips of children  
made sweet hosannas ring. 
 

4 To you, before your passion, 
 they sang their hymns of praise. 
 To you, now high exalted, 
 our melody we raise.  Refrain 
 

Refrain 
All glory, laud, and honor 
to You, Redeemer, King, 
to Whom the lips of children  
made sweet hosannas ring. 
 

5 Their praises you accepted; 
 accept the prayers we bring, 
 great author of all goodness, 
 O good and gracious King.  Refrain 
 

Refrain 
All glory, laud, and honor 
to You, Redeemer, King, 
to Whom the lips of children  
made sweet hosannas ring. 
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GATHERING 

Confession and Forgiveness  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who journeys with us these forty days, 
and sustains us with the gift of grace. 
Amen. 
 
Let us acknowledge before God and one another our need for repentance 
and God’s mercy. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Holy God, 
we confess to you our faults and failings. 
Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy word; 
we take for ourselves instead of giving to others; 
we spoil rather than steward your creation; 
we cause hurt though you call us to heal; 
we choose fear over compassion. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
as we seek to follow in your way of life. 
Amen. 
 

Hear the good news: 
God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, 
so that all may receive life. 
This promise is for you! 
God embraces you with divine mercy, 

☩ forgives you in Christ’s name, 

and revives you in the Spirit’s power. 
Amen. 

 

GATHERING SONG: Hymn #335, Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross  ̶  Four 

verses 

1 Jesus, keep me near the cross, 
 there's a precious fountain; 
 free to all, a healing stream 
 flows from Calv'ry's mountain. 
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Refrain 
 In the cross, in the cross 
 be my glory ever; 
 till my ransomed soul shall find 
 rest beyond the river. 
 

2 Near the cross, a trembling soul, 
 love and mercy found me; 
 there the bright and morning star 
 sheds its beams around me. Refrain 
 

Refrain 
 In the cross, in the cross 
 be my glory ever; 
 till my ransomed soul shall find 
 rest beyond the river. 
 

3 Near the cross! O Lamb of God, 
 bring its scenes before me; 
 help me walk from day to day 
 with its shadow o'er me. Refrain 
 

Refrain 
 In the cross, in the cross 
 be my glory ever; 
 till my ransomed soul shall find 
 rest beyond the river. 
 
4 Near the cross I'll watch and wait, 
 hoping, trusting ever, 
 till I reach the golden strand 
 just beyond the river. Refrain 
 

Refrain 
 In the cross, in the cross 
 be my glory ever; 
 till my ransomed soul shall find 
 rest beyond the river. 
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(Pg. 120)  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the 
Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, 
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let 
us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
  
Help, save comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. Amen.  
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us.  

You are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to God's people on earth. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High,   

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 
Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord 
Jesus Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your 
mercy enable us to share in his obedience to your will and in the glorious 
victory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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WORD OF GOD 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 50:4-9a 
 4The Lord GOD has given me 
  the tongue of a teacher, 
 that I may know how to sustain 
  the weary with a word. 
 Morning by morning he wakens— 
  wakens my ear 
  to listen as those who are taught. 
 5The Lord GOD has opened my ear, 
  and I was not rebellious, 
  I did not turn backward. 
 6I gave my back to those who struck me, 
  and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 
 I did not hide my face 
  from insult and spitting. 
 
 7The Lord GOD helps me; 
  therefore I have not been disgraced; 
 therefore I have set my face like flint, 
  and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 
  8he who vindicates me is near. 
 Who will contend with me? 
  Let us stand up together. 
 Who are my adversaries? 
  Let them confront me. 
 9aIt is the Lord GOD who helps me; 
  who will declare me guilty? 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm: Psalm 31:9-16 
Refrain 
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 9Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I | am in trouble; 
  my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat | and my belly. 
 10For my life is wasted with grief, and my | years with sighing; 
  my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones | are 
consumed. 
 11I am the scorn of all my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a dismay 
to | my acquaintances; 
  when they see me in the street | they avoid me. 
 12Like the dead I am forgotten, | out of mind; 
  I am as useless as a | broken pot. R 
 13For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is | all around; 
  they put their heads together against me; they plot to | take my life. 
 14But as for me, I have trusted in | you, O LORD. 
  I have said, “You | are my God. 
 15My times are | in your hand; 
  rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those 
who | persecute me. 
 16Let your face shine up- | on your servant; 
  save me in your | steadfast love.” R 
 
SECOND READING: Philippians 2:5-11 
5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
 6who, though he was in the form of God, 
  did not regard equality with God 
  as something to be exploited, 
 7but emptied himself, 
  taking the form of a slave, 
  being born in human likeness. 
 And being found in human form, 
  8he humbled himself 
  and became obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross. 
 
 9Therefore God also highly exalted him 
  and gave him the name 
  that is above every name, 
 10so that at the name of Jesus 
  every knee should bend, 
  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
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 11and every tongue should confess 
  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
  to the glory of God the Father. 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON  ̶  Rev. Mike Patterson 
 
CHOIR ANTHEM  ̶  What Wondrous Love is This? 
American Folk Hymn arranged by William Walker 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, 
and all of creation. 

 

A brief silence. 
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Save your church, O God. Enable us to boldly confess in every time and 
place that Jesus Christ is Lord. With the humility of a servant, equip 
congregations, synods, and other ministry settings to proclaim your 
extravagant love for all. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Save your creation, O God. Every living being you have made has purpose. 
Give us renewed appreciation of farm animals who labor in the fields, 
service animals who accompany their human companions, and beloved 
pets who live alongside us. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Save the peoples of the earth, O God. Restore dignity to those who are 
scorned and persecuted for their religious beliefs or political activism, and 
deliver them from the hand of their enemies. Bring peace to places where 
conflict runs deep (especially). Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Save those who cry to you in any need, O God. Watch over all who are 
incarcerated or awaiting trial, and stand with those who are unjustly 
accused. Be present with those feeling isolated, lonely, or fearful 
(especially…). Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Save us in your love, O God. Guide the work of church musicians, pastors, 
choirs, readers, deacons, technicians, acolytes, and all who assist in 
worship. Sustain them in their leadership as they accompany congregations 
through this Holy Week. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

Save us at the last, O God. We give you thanks for your saints of old who 
embodied your servant love. As you came to their aid, so deliver us in times 
of trial, that every knee would bend in praise to you. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your 
promise to renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
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PASSING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you all.  
And also with you.  
 
Please share a sign of peace. 

 

OFFERING HYMN: Hymn #686, We Give Thee but Thine Own – Four 

verses 
1 We give thee but thine own, 
 whate'er the gift may be; 
 all that we have is thine alone, 
 a trust, O Lord, from thee. 
 
2 May we thy bounties thus 
 as stewards true receive, 
 and gladly, as thou blessest us, 
 to thee our firstfruits give. 
 
3 The captive to release, 
 to God the lost to bring, 
 to teach the way of life and peace— 
 it is a Christlike thing. 
 
4 And we believe thy word, 
 though dim our faith may be: 
 whate'er we do for thine, O Lord, 
 we do it unto thee. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION OFFERING  
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have 
blessed us with these gifts: ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, 
and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the 
one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to stand 
and to give thanks. 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.  



13 

 

Lift up your heart. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, that at all times and in all places we 
give thanks and praise. 
 

(The minister continues with the preface of the day.) 
 
…we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  

 
(Pg. 130)  
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest.     
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God 

You are most holy and great is the majesty of your glory.  
 

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in Him may not perish but have eternal life. 
 

We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us you holy will 
and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed,  
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again after supper, He took the cup, 
gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,  
saying: This is the new covenant in my blood,  
shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin.  
Do this in remembrance of me. 
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For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim 
the Lord’s death until He comes. 

  

Christ has died. Christ has risen. Christ will come again. 
 

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of 
grace and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your 
Word take flesh in us.  
Awaken your people. Fill us with your light.                                   
Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

AII praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power 
of the Most High, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

And now we are bold to pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever.  
Amen.  
 
Come to the banquet for all is ready and all belong and are welcome to 
Christ’s table. 
  
(We practice open Communion with both bread, gluten free wafer, wine, or 
grape juice.)  
 
(LAMB OF GOD WILL BE SUNG, Pg. 135) 
Lamb of God,  
you take away the sins of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
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Lamb of God, 
you take away the sins of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God,  
you take away the sins of the world; 
grant us peace. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
Communion Hymns: 
Hymn #326, Bless Now, O God, the Journey  ̶  Three verses 

1 Bless now, O God, the journey  
that all your people make, 
the path through noise and silence,  
the way of give and take. 
The trail is found in desert  
and winds the mountain round, 
then leads beside still waters, 
the road where faith is found. 

 
2 Bless sojourners and pilgrims  

who share this winding way; 
your hope burns through the terrors,  
your love sustains the day. 
We yearn for holy freedom 
while often we are bound; 
together we are seeking  
the road where faith is found. 

 
3 Divine eternal lover,  

you meet us on the road. 
We wait for land of promise  
where milk and honey flow, 
but waiting not for places,  
you meet us all around. 
Our covenant is written  
on roads, as faith is found. 
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Hymn #347, Go to Dark Gethsemane   ̶ Four verses 
1  Go to dark Gethsemane, 
    all who feel the tempter’s pow'r; 
    your Redeemer’s conflict see. 
    Watch with him one bitter hour; 
    turn not from his griefs away; 
    learn from Jesus Christ to pray. 
 
2  Follow to the judgment hall, 
    view the Lord of life arraigned; 
    oh, the wormwood and the gall! 
    Oh, the pangs his soul sustained! 
    Shun not suff'ring, shame, or loss; 
    learn from him to bear the cross. 
 
3  Calv'ry’s mournful mountain climb; 
    there, adoring at his feet, 
    mark the miracle of time, 
    God’s own sacrifice complete. 
    “It is finished!” hear him cry; 
    learn from Jesus Christ to die. 
 
4  Early hasten to the tomb 
    where they laid his breathless clay: 
    all is solitude and gloom. 
    Who has taken him away? 
    Christ is ris'n! He meets our eyes. 
    Savior, teach us so to rise. 
 
Hymn #331, As the Deer Runs to the River Four verses 
1 As the deer runs to the river, 

parched and weary from the chase, 
we have come from hurt and hurry, 
thirsting for your healing grace. 
 

Refrain 
Jesus, source of living water, 
may we drink of you and live! 
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2 When your Israel crossed the desert 
where no stream or spring was seen, 
Moses struck the rock, and water 
flowed for them, refreshing, clean. Refrain 

 
Refrain 

Jesus, source of living water, 
may we drink of you and live! 

 
3 "Come and drink," Isaiah summoned, 

"all who for God's mercy plead! 
God's forgiveness, like a fountain, 
flows to satisfy your need." Refrain 
 

Refrain 
Jesus, source of living water, 
may we drink of you and live! 

 
4 Christ, we come from desert places, 

deepest thirst unsatisfied. 
Lead us to the waters flowing 
from the cross on which you died. Refrain 

 
Refrain 

Jesus, source of living water, 
may we drink of you and live! 

 

Hymn #482, I Come with Joy  ̶  Five verses  

1 I come with joy, a child of God, 
forgiven, loved, and free, 
the life of Jesus to recall 
in love laid down for me, 
in love laid down for me. 

 

2 I come with Christians far and near 
to find, as all are fed, 
the new community of love 
in Christ's communion bread, 
in Christ's communion bread. 
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3  As Christ breaks bread and bids us share, 
    each proud division ends. 
    The love that made us, makes us one, 
    and strangers now are friends, 
    and strangers now are friends. 
 

4  The Spirit of the risen Christ, 
unseen, but ever near, 
is in such friendship better known, 
alive among us here, 
alive among us here. 

 

5  Together met, together bound 
    by all that God has done, 
    we'll go with joy, to give the world 
    the love that makes us one, 
    the love that makes us one. 
 

Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through 
the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us 
through this gift in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one 
another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Please join us on April 6th at 6:30 p.m. for our Maundy Thursday service and 
seder. 
 

An interfaith Good Friday service will be held at St. Teresa’s Catholic 
Church on April 7th at 12:15 p.m. 
 

Holy Humor Sunday is April 16th at 9:00 a.m. 
 

SENDING SONG: Hymn #338, Beneath the Cross of Jesus   ̶ Three 
verses 
1 Beneath the cross of Jesus 
 I long to take my stand; 
 the shadow of a mighty rock 
 within a weary land, 
 a home within a wilderness, 
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 a rest upon the way, 
 from the burning of the noontide heat 
 and burdens of the day. 
 

2 Upon the cross of Jesus, 
 my eye at times can see 
 the very dying form of one 
 who suffered there for me. 
 And from my contrite heart, with tears, 
 two wonders I confess: 
 the wonder of his glorious love 
 and my unworthiness. 
 
3 I take, O cross, your shadow 
 for my abiding place; 
 I ask no other sunshine than 
 the sunshine of his face; 
 content to let the world go by, 
 to know no gain nor loss, 
 my sinful self my only shame, 
 my glory all, the cross. 
 
  

POSTLUDE: Hymn #856 How Great Thou Art (Instrumental) 
 

Today’s Worship Volunteers 
Greeter – Judy McPhail 
Reader – Ken Beaton and Steve Ransom 
Communion Assistant – Kim Neiman 
Ushers – Dave Harrell and TBA 
Counters – Judy McPhail and Deanna Fine 
Acolytes – Clay Woslum and Greg Griffith 
Youth Acolytes – TBA 
Live-streaming Team – Nick Cotsonis   
Musician – Dave Lingensjo 
 

Altar Guild: Joan Schultz and Sharon Gesick 

 
Faith L.I.N.K. meets from 10:15 a.m. to 11:15 a.m. 
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PRAYERS FOR HEALING  
Denise Muller; Doug and Pat Thunder; Jay Olshen, a severely fractured ankle; 
Jim Kennett, an infection in his arm; Beverly and Grant, friends of Susan 
Bunker-Niles, Grant suffered a stroke; Eric McPhail (Colin McPhail’s nephew) 
in hospice for cancer; Vera Logie; Tom, a friend of St. Paul’s; Patricia Rickard, 
mother-in-law of Shirley Rickard, stage-4 lung cancer; Joan Yeskie; Mike 
Harrell (Dave and Ellen Harrell’s son), COVID-19; son-in-law John Samp, a 
growth on his skull and spine, and daughter Vicki Ranger, early-onset 
dementia; Glenn Laursen; Edward Yoho; Madelene Yoho; Fern Yoho; Maxine 
McGregor (Madelene’s sister); and a special prayer for all those living with 
devastating diseases and life-threatening injuries.  
 
CONTINUING PRAYERS  
Audrey Stroub, rehab from back surgery; Bev Steinert, ongoing vision issues; 
Bob Stroub; Wayne Opperman; Bill Sandell; Frank and Shirley Bartlett; Carol 
Kalleres, continued health issues; James Wilson, continued health issues; 
Mary Ann Adamik, healing; Ellen Harrell, medical issues; Betty Razor, 
healing; Karen (Hone) Nolte; Hannelore Hanke; and Diana Johns.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Many thanks to the crafters who made the palm crosses for today. Helping 
were Carol Arneson, Sandy Danforth, Ruth Fitzgerald, Vicki Hamilton, 
Jeanne Russell, Joan Schultz, and Brita Steyn. A special thank you to             
Mary DeFelice who organized this fun event. 
 
 
 
 
 


