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 St. Paul’s Lutheran Family 

 

1201 Saliman Rd.                                   
Carson City, NV 89701                            

Church Office Hours               
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday: 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

PO Box 20876 
Carson City, NV 89721     

stpaulcarson@gmail.com  www.stpaulsluthfamily.com   775 882-3020                                           

There’s a Place for You at 
St. Paul’s! 

 

October 2022  

NEWSLETTER  

Council Corner 

Louise Griffith, 

President 

      Council Corner - October Newsletter 
 
        This article is dedicated to communicating the actions, decisions,                                      
                                         and future action items of St. Paul’s Lutheran Family Church Council. This      
                                    article is intended to give the congregation the highlights of the Church Council    
                               meeting. 
 

                       Since I last wrote, the Council has been busy dealing with the pastoral transition.               
      As you know, Pastor Mike Patterson has agreed to be our Interim Pastor. He will start on       
            October 1, 2022, and we look forward to working with him. 
            
Pastor Mike has been extremely generous to St Paul’s, requesting a lower salary and benefit package 
than is normally required by the ELCA guidelines. Because of his generosity, we can save money for           
future expenses when calling a new pastor. This is a general budget expense, and we would like to           
save $2,000 each month towards the moving expenses, and any other expenses, our future pastor               
may need to establish residency in Carson City. 
 

However, St Paul’s NEEDS your help. We need each of you to review your contributions to our           
church and somehow find a way to add an additional amount to your offering. I know I am asking                 
a great deal due to the rising costs of everyday living impacting us all. So, I ask you to prayerfully  
consider this additional contribution.   
 

Our next task is to establish the Call Committee. The Call Committee needs to be comprised of five              
or six people who will be committed to the task (and lots of meetings) of creating our Ministry Site             
Profile (MSP) and who will work closely with the Synod interviewing pastoral candidates. The Call               
Committee members must be balanced with men and women of varying ages and experience with             
St. Paul’s.  
 

As I have said before, prayer is a vital lifeline we have with our Lord and Savior. I ask the                                
congregation to stop and pray at 8:00 p.m. each night for our church, leadership of the congregation,  
each other, and the vision God has for us. May God lead us on this path into the future.  
 

God Bless You!  
 

Louise Griffith, President 
Phone: 775 232-7071 (in the evenings)  
Email: ladylouiseg@gmail.com 



2 

 

Worship services are held each Sunday at 
9:00 a.m. Faith L.I.N.K. (Sunday school) 
meets from 10:15 a.m. to 11:15 a.m. 

 

Our worship service is live-streamed via 
YouTube. 

 

Directions for YouTube: 

 

Click on the hyperlink or copy and paste this 
link into your web browser. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/ 
UCujH57tQGEsCKJhKyE8q2Lg 

 

The link will take you to St. Paul's YouTube 
channel where you can watch the live               
service. 

 

To watch recorded services, click on “Playlist” 
and then choose the Sunday service/video you 
want to watch. 

FIREFIGHTERS/PEACE OFFICERS 

Andy Steyn, Brian Hillenbrand,                             
Tina Sherman, Mark Dickens, John Gould, 
Michael Gould, and Jason Wildblood. 

 

SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES  

Raelynn Norman (niece of Judy McPhail),              
Matthew Russell (nephew of Judy McPhail),                     
Brandon Luterick, Heather Joyner (Johnson),           
Peter Elverum, Sarah McGee, Bryce Stimpka, 
Olivia Lesperance, John Duffy (nephew of             

Sharon and Tom Gesick), and Justin Snowden.  

.
-

.
!

 

Invite them; they will come. 

Welcome them; they will stay. 

Worship is the submission of all our nature 
to God. It is the quickening of conscience by 

His holiness, the nourishment of the mind 
with His truth, the purifying of the                  

imagination of His beauty, the opening of 
the heart to His love, the surrender of the 

will to His purpose.  
 

William Temple 
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October 2nd   Judy McPhail 
October 9th  Nikki Rohrs 
October 16th  Jean Opperman 
October 23rd  Deanna Fine 
October 30th  Ruth Fitzgerald 
 

October 2nd   Louise Griffith 
October 9th  Ken Beaton 
October 16th  Judy McPhail 
October 23rd  Jay Olshen 
October 30th  Ruth Fitzgerald 
 

Jay Olshen, Deanna Fine, and Nick Cotsonis 

October 2nd   Judy McPhail and  
   Dave Harrell 
October 9th  Nikki Rohrs and  
   Linda Thronson 
October 16th  Judy McPhail and  
   Deanna Fine 
October 23rd  Jay Olshen and  
   Mary DeFelice 
October 30th  Jean Opperman and 
   Carol Arneson 
 

October 2nd   Hope Chowanski 
October 9th  Jeanne Russell 
October 16th  Linda Thronson 
October 23rd  Holly McPhail 
October 30th  Nakita Jones 

Clay Woslum and Greg Griffith 
 

 

October 2nd   Dorothy  
October 9th   Kellsey  
October 16th  Destiny  
October 23rd  Alana  
October 30th  Nick  
 

Dave Harrell, Kim Neiman, Judy McPhail,             
Holly McPhail, and Lorayn Walser. 
 

Greeters: Ruth Fitzgerald 
Readers: Judy McPhail 
Counters: Mary DeFelice 
Communion Assistants: Judy McPhail 
Youth Acolytes: Traci Angel 

 
Altar Guild: Vicki Hamilton 
victoriahamilton9@gmail.com  
 
Counters: Mary DeFelice         
Marenang@hotmail.com 
 
Greeters: Ruth Fitzgerald  
mrsrfitz17@gmail.com 
 
Readers: Judy McPhail                  
ROMAC1945@outlook.com 
 
Ushers: Dave Harrell  
davidharrell93@yahoo.com                                                       

 
Communion Assistants: Judy McPhail  
stpaulcarson@gmail.com 

mailto:victoriahamilton9@gmail.com
mailto:ROMAC1945@outlook.com
mailto:davidharrell93@yahoo.com


4 

 

Birthdays 

2 DeWayne Evans 

4 Bev Steinert 

12 Justin Stevens 

13 Wayne Opperman 

14 Zachary Higgins 

14 Chelsea Johnson 

15 Caleb Gesick 

15 Steve Hendricks 

17 Anita Enders 

17 Barbara Halverson-Magee  

18 Betty Razor 

20 Carol Arneson 

23 David VanKoningsveld 

23 Tommy Townsend 

25 Ashle Overlock 

26 Kim Esenarro 

26 Joseph Neiman 

27 Nik Marsh 

29 Dee Coughlin 

29 Wendi Lunz 

30       Tim Higgins  

 

Anniversaries 

3 Doug and Pat Thunder 

6    Gayle and Kim Kennett     

26  Mary and Angelo DeFelice 

Preserving Unity  

What is perhaps the one thing that has destroyed 

more congregations of the Lord’s church than 

anything else? Division. Our inability to accept 

the diversity of opinions, personalities, and          

liberties of fellow Christians causes the local 

church to fracture and come apart. When          

disagreements and disputes are not quickly            

resolved, the result can be devastating. So, how 

can we prevent such a disaster? The answer can 

be easily found within the scriptures: 

Follow Jesus’s guide to conflict resolution –       

Matthew 18:15-20  

Agree with your adversary quickly –               

Matthew 5:25  

Do not return evil for evil – 1 Peter 3:9 

Put up with each other’s imperfections with            

love – Ephesians 4:2 

Forgive as you’ve been forgiven -–                           

Colossians 3:13  

Restore the sinner in a spirit of gentleness –       

Galatians 6:1  

Strive to keep the unity of the Spirit –                      

Ephesians 4:3  

Avoid divisive members – Romans 16:17  

Love as brothers, be tenderhearted and           

courteous – 1 Peter 3:8  

Warn each other as you would family –               

2 Thessalonians 3:15  

Willing to sacrifice your liberty for unity’s sake – 

Romans 14:21  

Respect the leadership of your elders –               

1 Timothy 5:19  

Pray for each other – James 5:16  

Love each other as God has loved us –               
1 John 4:11  
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All youth who are in grades 6
 
through 12 are welcome to join St. Paul’s Youth Group.  

 
 

 

 

The Youth Group is hosting its 6
th
 Annual Trunk-or-Treat 

on October 16
th
 at  2:00 p.m. This is a fun event where  

children can safely trick or treat from the trunks of                  
decorated vehicles in St. Paul’s parking lot.  
 
The youth need your help. We need trunks for the children 
to trick or treat out of, so please join the fun and sign-up to 
have your truck open for treating! We will award prizes for 
the top three trunks. There will also be crafts, snacks, 
games, and more for the kids the afternoon of the 16

th
.   

 
Please contact Traci Angel at 775 721-5495 with any             
questions or to sign-up your trunk! Thanks! 
 

 

 

 

 

Please join the Youth Group for a Bunco FUNdraiser. There will be lots of laughter, snacks, and 
prizes! We look forward to hosting our first Bunco afternoon after COVID and seeing everyone on 
November 20

th
!  
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Hope Chowanski is the  
Superintendent of  

St. Paul’s 
Christian Education. 
Contact Hope at  
775 230-3131. 

 
Faith L.I.N.K. (Sunday school) meets on 
Sundays from 10:15 a.m. to 11:15 a.m. 

 

There is still time to HELP the youth stock the Children’s Nursery. They are working hard to  
update the nursery and get new items for the room. An Amazon wish list of toys and games has 
been created. 
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2O57ZQH9AY81E?ref_=wl_share  
 
If you follow this link, you can find all kinds of the toys to fill the nursery. If you are interested in                  
donating or buying an item, please let us know. Items do not have to be bought on Amazon!                         
We are hoping to have everything set-up in October.  
If you have any questions, please contact Traci Angel at 775 721-5495.  

 
“Stay Strong, Stay Healthy!” has returned to Carson City! 
 
“Stay Strong, Stay Healthy” (SSSH) is a researched based eight-week program developed by the 
University of Missouri Extension researchers and specialists. It is for older adults and meets the   
recommendation for healthy muscle strength. The program's goal is to improve health and quality of 
life. Emphasis is on improving balance and upper body strength. And you have a good time! 
 
The next eight-week program (meeting two times a week for an hour each time at the Elk’s Lodge, 
515 N. Nevada St., Carson City, NV 89703), is sponsored by the University of Nevada Cooperative 
Extension; it begins Monday October 10th.   
 
It is FREE to attend. Please call Carol Park TODAY at 775 882-3751 for more information or to     
enroll. Space is limited. 

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2O57ZQH9AY81E?ref_=wl_share
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Do you have chores, yardwork, or other 

tasks that need to be done?  

Then don’t despair.  

St. Paul’s Youth Group can help!  

Contact Traci Angel for more information. 
775 721-5495 

Proceeds help the kids pay for church                
summer camp. 

If you have an event, birthday, anniversary,  

graduation, or any other special occasion you’d 

like to have published in the newsletter, please 

send the information to the church office by the 

24th of each month. Regularly contributed              

articles are due then as well unless                    

otherwise stated. Thanks! 

Please note: If submissions are not made by 

the deadline date, the articles/photos will go 

into the next month’s newsletter.  

Please don’t forget the                                
people of Ukraine! 

They are fighting for their lives. 
 

You can help with humanitarian aid via: 
https://www.lutheranworld.org/ 

 
World Kitchen 

wck.org 
 

WELCA Bible Study  
Join us on the first Tuesday of each month from 
9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. for a lively bible study               
Vicki Hamilton is the leader of this wonderful 
group.  

STITCHERS meet in            

Friendship Hall the second 

and fourth Tuesday                    

of each month from                                   

9:00 a.m. to noon. 

 

No one 

guessed it was 

Vera Logie  

who was our  

“Who are you?” 

lady in last 

month’s               

newsletter. 

Better luck            

next time. 

Choir practice resumes in October.                     
Mark your calendars for every Wednesday at         

6:00 p.m. for practice. 

If you are interested in joining the choir, please 
contact Carol Arneson at:                                               

carol_arneson@yahoo.com  
or Vicki Hamilton at: 

victoriahamilton9@gmail.com  
 
 

mailto:carol_arneson@yahoo.com
mailto:victoriahamilton9@gmail.com
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All Hallows Eve 
 
All Hallows' Eve falls on October 31st each year, and is the day before All Hallows' Day, also known 
as All Saints' Day in the Christian calendar. The Church traditionally held a vigil on All Hallows' Eve 
when worshippers would prepare themselves with prayers and fasting prior to the feast day itself. 
The name derives from the Old English word  'hallowed' meaning holy or sanctified and is now               
usually contracted to the more familiar word Hallowe'en. 
 

A brief history of the festival 
In the early 7th century, Pope Boniface IV consecrated the Pantheon in Rome, formerly a temple to 
all the gods, as a church dedicated to Saint Mary and the Martyrs, and ordered that that date, May, 
13th, should be celebrated every year. 
 

It became All Saints' Day, a day to honor all the saints, and later, at the behest of Pope Urban IV          
(d. 1264), a day specially to honor those saints who didn't have a festival day of their own. 
In the 8th century, on November 1st, Pope Gregory III dedicated a chapel to all the saints in 
St. Peter's Basilica in Rome. Gregory IV then made the festival universal throughout the Church, and 
November 1st has subsequently become All Saints' Day for the western Church. 
The Orthodox Church celebrates All Saints' Day on the first Sunday after Passover - a date closer to 
the original May 13th. 

Samhain (pronounced “SOW-in” or “SAH-win”), was a festival celebrated by the ancient Celts  
halfway between the autumn equinox and the winter solstice. It began at dusk around October 31st 
and likely lasted three days. Samhain marked the transition between the year's lighter and darker 
halves and was celebrated throughout the ancient Celtic communities of Europe, including Ireland, 
Wales, and Scotland. Believed by the ancient Celts to be a liminal time when the veil between the            
human and spirit realms is lifted, Samhain is considered by many to be the precursor to contemporary 
Halloween celebrations. Samhain is also the modern Irish word for the month of November. In Ireland, 
the Hill of Ward in County Meath was the sacred site of the Samhain fire festival, and in recent years, 
people have gathered there on Halloween to participate in a modern-day Samhain revival. 

 
The Pagan Festival 
The ancient Celts divided the year into two halves, the lighter half and the darker half, and held four 
celebrations to mark the changing seasons: 
Imbolc - celebrated halfway between the winter solstice and the spring equinox 
Beltane - halfway between the spring equinox and the summer solstice 
Lughnasadh - halfway between the summer solstice and fall equinox 
Samhain - halfway between the fall equinox and winter solstice 
 

Of these four sacred times, Samhain was perhaps the most significant as it is thought to have                  
represented the Celtic New Year. For the ancient Celts, time began in darkness, with each 24-hour 
day commencing at dusk. Ushering in the darker half of the year, Samhain represented the end of          
one year and the beginning of the next. 
 

With its origins in the pastoral calendar, Samhain celebrations likely pre-dated the arrival of the Celts  
in Ireland some 2,500 years ago. It was a time for making winter preparations; crops were harvested, 
and animals were rounded up from the fields either to be sacrificed or lodged for the winter and used 
for breeding. Feasts, abundant in both food and alcohol, were held to celebrate the harvest. Samhain 
was also a sacred time for assembling and for settling important business matters such as the  
inauguration of new kings. Debts were repaid and trials for the more egregious crimes were held, with 
justice meted out accordingly. 
 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/holydays/allsaints_1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/holydays/allsaints_1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00tr2p3
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/subdivisions/easternorthodox_1.shtml
https://www.worldhistory.org/Samhain/
https://www.worldhistory.org/disambiguation/Scotland/
https://www.worldhistory.org/celt/
https://www.worldhistory.org/disambiguation/Mark/
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The 17th century CE Irish historian, Geoffrey Keating, wrote in his seminal work, The History of             
Ireland, that all fires were to be extinguished at the start of the Samhain festival. The druids, the                
ancient Celtic priests, would light a new bonfire, into which the bones of the animal sacrifices would  
be tossed (this “bone-fire” gives us our modern word 'bonfire'). From this fire, others would light their 
torches and carry the flames home to relight their own hearths. Perhaps fittingly, much mystery 
shrouds the festival of Samhain from our modern vantage point. We cannot know for sure exactly  
what would have taken place, but historians believe the festivities included animal sacrifices, dancing, 
and the donning of costumes made from animal skins, and possibly, animal heads. 
 

Samhain was considered an auspicious time for the druids to practice divination, since the connection 
to the spirit world was stronger than usual. The lifting of the veil between the Otherworld and the    
physical world meant that Samhain was also considered to be a perilous time for the ancient Celts. 
The Celtic Otherworld is often described as existing in tandem with, as opposed to completely            
separate from, the human world. During Samhain, these realms converged and passage between 
them was easier. Spirits, both kind and malevolent, could act with more powerful agency on the       
human world. 
 

The concept of liminality, or “the in-between,” was an integral component of ancient Celtic spirituality, 
and many important events in Celtic mythology took place in liminal spaces, such as on  the shoreline, 
or at liminal times, like dusk or dawn. Samhain did not simply mark the change from summer to winter 
but represented a transitional period in between the two seasons. Samhain was therefore without time, 
belonging to neither summer nor winter. The human realm was no longer bound by the rules of the 
physical world, and perhaps for this reason, Samhain is also thought to have been a time of peace. 
This was not the time for trivial human quarrels with the spirit realm in such close proximity. 
 

   
  

 

    
 
 
 
 

From Samhain to Halloween 
When Christianity reached Ireland in the 5th century CE, the Catholic Church found it easier to      
convert the Celts by incorporating certain pagan celebrations into the Catholic calendar. Attempting 
to subsume Samhain under a contextually similar Christian holiday, All Saints Day was created and 
initially assigned to May 13th. Probably in part due to the Celtic reluctance to abandon Samhain, All 
Saints' Day was eventually moved to November 1st. November 2nd then became All Souls' Day, 
which some see as an attempt to absorb elements of Samhain that All Saints Day may have failed 
to capture. All Saints' Day became a widespread Catholic holiday by the 14th century CE, and by 
the 15th century CE, we begin to see writings describing celebrations that more closely resemble 
Halloween as we celebrate it today. 
 
During the 19th century CE, the famine caused the relocation of many Irish to America, and they 
brought with them beliefs and traditions associated with modern Halloween such as the carving of 
jack-o'-lanterns (although, the Irish would have historically used turnips, not pumpkins!). 
 
Excerpt from https://www.worldhistory.org/Samhain/ 
 

 

https://www.worldhistory.org/mythology/
https://www.worldhistory.org/christianity/
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P U M P K I N  S P I C E  C O O K I E S  
 
I N G R E D I E N T S  
1 1/2 sticks butter, softened or buttery Crisco  
1/3 cup brown sugar 
1/3 cup sugar 
1 egg or egg substitute for vegans 
2/3 cup canned pumpkin 
1/2 teaspoon vanilla 
2 cups flour 
1/2 teaspoon baking soda 
1 teaspoon cinnamon 
1 cup mini-chocolate chips or raisins 
 
I N S T R U C T I O N S  
Preheat oven to 375º. Prepare two cookies sheets by lining with parchment paper.  
In a large bowl add flour, baking soda, salt, cinnamon and ginger. Whisk together and set 
aside. 
 
In mixing bowl, combine butter or buttery Crisco, brown sugar and sugar. Mix on medium 
speed until creamy. 
 
Add egg or egg substitute, vanilla, and pumpkin. Continue to mix all ingredient until        
incorporated. 
 
Slowly add flour mixture and continue to mix until you have a nice creamy, smooth  
consistency. 
 
Add mini-chocolate chips or raisins. 
 
Spoon onto cookies sheets and bake for 11 to 13 minutes.  
 
When done, cool for two minutes, remove from cookie sheet and ENJOY!  
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St. Paul’s annual Craft Faire                                     

will be held November 11th 

from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and 

November 12th from                                                     

9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

Don’t forget to sign-up for 

WELCA’s                          

Monster Potato Mash on 

October 24th at 5:30 p.m. 

The sign-up sheet is in              

the narthex. 

It’s going to be a                         

delicious event! 

You don’t want to miss it! 
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Sunday Services 9:00 a.m. 
October 2nd, October 9th, October 16th,            
October 23rd, and October 30th  
 
Faith L.I.N.K.  
10:15 a.m.  
 
Youth Group Meeting 
First and third Sunday after Faith L.I.N.K.  
 
Sunday, October 16th 
Youth Group Trunk or Treat in St. Paul’s 
parking lot at 2:00 p.m. 
 
Sundays  
NA 
7:00 p.m. 
 
Monday, October 31st   
Halloween (Samhain) 
  
Tuesday, October 4th  
WELCA Bible Study 
9:30 a.m. 
 
Tuesday, October 13th and 27th  
Stitchers  
9:00 a.m.      noon 
 
Every Wednesday  
Choir practice 
6:00 p.m. 
 
Thursdays during the school year                 
Carson Strings practices in Friendship Hall              
9:00 a.m.      11:30 a.m. 
 
Thursday, October 13th  
Executive Meeting 
6:00 p.m. 
 
Thursday, October 20th  
Council Meeting 
6:00 p.m. 
 
 

Please keep your 

black cats safe and 

inside from the first 

week before                   

Halloween                        

to a week after the                

holiday.                      

Remember:                      

Not everyone                 

is nice! 

The Carson City Ghost Walk takes place all day 

on October 22nd.  

For more information:                                           

http://carsoncityghostwalk.com/ 


