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Grace Notes by Pastor  Chad R. Adamik 

“Grace Notes” 

1
 How long, O Lord? Will you forget me forever? 

   How long will you hide your face from me? 
2
 How long must I bear pain

*
 in my soul, 

   and have sorrow in my heart all day long? (Psalm 13: 1-2) 

Grace to you! 

First, I would like to announce the St. Paul’s church council and I—along with the recommendations 

from the Resuming In-Person Gatherings task force—will be moving to in-person worship in the 

church sanctuary, beginning the 2
nd

 weekend of October (Oct. 10
th

 and 11
th

).  

The final drive-in worship service in the parking lot will be this Sunday, Oct. 4
th

 at 9:00 AM. Once 

we start gathering in the sanctuary, we will resume our normal Sunday worship times of 8:00 AM 

and 10:30 AM. In addition to Sundays, we are also offering worship on a new day and time:        

Saturdays at 4:00 PM.  

Please note that due to guidelines from the Center for Disease Control (CDC), we must maintain at 

least six (6) feet of distance between individuals, couples, and family units. This means that our 

sanctuary can accommodate a maximum of thirty (30) people. This number includes the musician, 

greeters, ushers, reader, and the pastor. Those who wish to attend worship will need to sign-up 

each week for the service they wish to attend with a maximum of twenty-five (25) sign-ups. To sign 

up, you will need to call the church office. Office hours are Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays 

from 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM. You may also leave a message on the answering machine: 775 882-

3020. However, if you leave a message, you are NOT signed up until you receive a return call from 

the church office.  

More details about in-person worship in the sanctuary can be found later in this newsletter. I have 

compiled a report of the Resuming In-Person Gatherings Task Force and included it here and on 
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the church website: www.stpaulsluthfamily.com. I have also included in this newsletter a document 

entitled “Roadmap to Recovery”, which outlines the state of Nevada’s re-opening requirements and 

guidelines for faith communities.  

This month’s newsletter is relatively lengthy, so I will conclude with a word to those of you who will 

not be joining us in-person for quite a while; perhaps until there is a coronavirus vaccine: the online 

worship services on YouTube will continue. Eventually, one of the worship services will be 

streamed “live” through YouTube and will be recorded for viewing on the church’s channel, as it is 

currently. Please use your best judgment about when it is the right time for you to join us in-person; 

the people at St. Paul’s will not judge or be deriding anyone’s decisions.  

May God’s peace be with you all!   

Pastor Chad Adamik 

 

Resuming In-Person Gatherings at St. Paul’s Lutheran Family 

Task Force Update – September 25, 2020 

 
Task Force members: *Pastor Chad Adamik (author of this update),  

Vicki Hamilton, Louise Griffith, Judy McPhail, Jeanne Russell, Clay Woslum, and 
*Renee Woslum 

* = denotes council members 
 

Grace to you and peace, from God our Creator and our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
On behalf of the Resuming In-Person Gatherings Task Force, I’d like to give you an update          
regarding where St. Paul’s Lutheran Family stands with regards to resuming meetings, classes and 
Bible studies, small groups, and worship in the church building. The Task Force and I have          
consulted with the Nevada COVID-19 guidelines, federal guidelines provided by the CDC, and 
guidelines from Churchwide (the ELCA main office in Chicago, Illinois). In addition, the Task Force 
members and I have consulted with congregations who currently have re-opened their buildings or 
are also developing their own plans for re-opening buildings.  
 
Bear in mind that if at any time the state of Nevada needs to scale back its phased re-opening, the 
leadership of St. Paul’s will need to act accordingly and scale back on our re-opening of the church 
building as well. 
 
This report will address: 1) Large group activities; 2) Small-group activities; 3) In-person worship in 
the sanctuary, including the protocols that will go into what in-person, indoor worship will look like 
during this time of pandemic. 
 
LARGE GROUPS (including Weddings and Funerals and Celebration of Life services) 
As of the writing of this report, Nevada is under Phase Two of re-opening. This means that any 
room in the church can only have 50% of its capacity in said room. No indoor gathering may exceed 
fifty (50) persons. In addition to this, there must be room for at least six (6) feet of social distancing 
between people. This means that we are still not allowed to have large group activities within our 
building. For the time being, there are not to be any dinners/fellowship activities, Vacation Bible 
School, Congregational meetings, or weddings/Celebration of Life services of more than fifty (50) 
attendees until Nevada moves into different phases. When the state moves into Phase Three, such 
larger group activities will be decided on a case by case basis.  
 

http://www.stpaulsluthfamily.com
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SMALL GROUPS 
St. Paul’s has already begun opening for small groups, as well as for in-person committee and 
council meetings. The church office re-opened in early June (Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays: 
9:00 AM – 12:00 noon). Outside groups that have used the building to meet such as Narcotics 
Anonymous (NA) and Daughters of Norway will begin meeting in Friendship Hall in October. We are 
pleased to once again have our building be a meeting place for groups within our congregation and 
within the greater Carson City community. However, to ensure the safety of all, new protocols have 
been established: 
 
1) Friendship Hall is the only room currently open for meetings and small group gatherings. All 

other rooms are to remain closed.  
 

2)  Chairs must always remain at least six (6) feet apart 
 
3) A maximum of thirty (30) people may attend a gathering in Friendship Hall. While thirty people 

is less than 50% capacity of Friendship Hall, to maintain six (6) feet of social distance, 30 people 
is the absolute maximum that Friendship Hall can hold. If the group becomes larger than 30, the 
group will either need to split into two or more separate groups or meet at another location. (The 
NA group will do this.)  

 
3) Food/refreshments are not to be served.  
 
4) Someone from the group using Friendship Hall must meet with me (Pastor Chad) to learn about 

how to sanitize the room after the meeting has concluded. You must make arrangements to 
meet with me PRIOR to the group’s first meeting.  

 
5) Face coverings (masks, gaiter scarves, or bandanas) must be worn throughout the entire    

meeting, worn over the mouth and nose the entire time. Group leaders are asked to bring extra 
masks in case anyone in the group forgets their mask. If someone is sick or becomes sick, the 
group leader will need to ask the person to go home. If someone refuses to wear a mask, the 
group leader must ask the person to leave. If it becomes known that groups are permitting      
individuals to not wear masks in the building, the group will not be allowed to meet at St. Paul’s 
until the pandemic has lifted. Note: If medical issues prevent the wearing of a face covering or 
mask for long periods, the wearing of a face shield is permissible.  

 
6) Please contact Brette in the office to set up your schedule to use Friendship Hall: 775 882-3020     

or email: stpaulcarson@gmail.com.  
 

WORSHIP 
The good news is that St. Paul’s is preparing to resume in-person worship in the sanctuary! We 
will resume worship in the sanctuary on the weekend of October 10

th
 and 11

th
. This will give St. 

Paul’s leadership time to get the word out to members and friends, so that you have time to contact 
the church office and reserve your spot. This will also give us time to see if the current trend in the 
relative flat-lining of new COVID-19 cases will, in fact, continue in light of schools re-opening and 
the easing of some restrictions.  
 
There will be three (3) in-person worship opportunities each weekend during the pandemic. On  

Saturdays, worship will be at 4:00 PM. On Sundays, worship will be at 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM 

Those who plan to worship with us will need to call the church office during office hours and sign-up 

for the service you plan to attend. You may also leave a message on the answering machine;    

however, be aware that you are not signed up until you receive a return call confirming your       

reservation. We will be accepting a maximum of twenty-five (25) sign-ups for each worship   

service. (The greeter(s), usher(s), reader, musician, and pastor are not counted among the twenty-

mailto:stpaulcarson@gmail.com
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five sign-ups). Each worship service will last approximately 35 - 40 minutes; again, this is a CDC    

guideline for indoor gatherings. The worship service will be live streamed on St. Paul’s YouTube 

channel each weekend and will be available on YouTube permanently for viewing at any time. If 

you are not yet able to join us for in-person worship, please know that online worship via 

YouTube will continue to be available. 

The challenge will be in getting enough worship helpers. We will need at least one greeter (two 

greeters is ideal) and one usher (two ushers is ideal) for each service. If you have your heart set on 

worshipping on a particular day and time, I will need you to prayerfully consider helping out 

(otherwise, you may be asked). If I am unable to get enough helpers for any one of these services, I 

will have no choice but to discontinue that particular worship service. If you have never served as a 

greeter or usher—great! It’s great because the responsibilities have changed a since the pandemic. 

I will need to meet with ALL greeters and ushers before the weekend of Oct. 10
th

/11
th

 for a 30-

minute training session to go over some of the new responsibilities for greeters and ushers. 

 
COMING TO IN-PERSON WORSHIP 

Now that I’ve shared the good news about resuming in-person, indoor worship, I need to inform you 

of the new protocols that will be implemented based on the recommendations from the Task Force. 

These protocols are in line with Nevada’s Roadmap to Recovery, federal CDC guidelines, guide-

lines from the Sierra-Pacific Synod and the ELCA, and protocols required by our church’s insurance 

provider. To not follow these guidelines potentially places liability onto our congregation and, more 

importantly, puts people’s health at risk. Because the Gospel compels me to love and care for my 

neighbor, I am compelled to issue and enforce the following protocols to in-person, indoor worship. 

So, what’s going to happen beginning the weekend of October 10
th
/11

th
 as we gather for in-person 

worship in the sanctuary? The following are some details about what worship in the time of         

pandemic will look like: 

1) Either a mask, bandana, gaiter scarf, or other appropriate face covering must be worn over 

your mouth and nose the whole time in worship. If you cannot do so because of breathing       

issues, we ask that you stay home for online worship for the time being. 

2) There will be places marked with a blue “X” on the sidewalk outside, as well as on the floor in the       

narthex. These blue “Xs” are to show you what six (6) feet of distancing is. When you arrive, you 

will go up to one of the greeters, one of whom will take your temperature. Your temperature must 

be  below 100.4 degrees in order to enter the sanctuary. If your temperature is 100.4 or above, 

you will have to go home and join us for online worship.  

3) After a greeter takes your temperature, he or she will record it. Then you will be asked a few 

basic, non-invasive health questions. This is done for the purpose of contact tracing. If you are a 

member or friend of St. Paul’s and we already have your address and contact information, there 

is no need to provide that. However, visitors and friends for whom we do NOT have current   

contact information will need to provide contact information to the greeter. The greeter will write 

down all information for you.  

4) Once you have provided the information for contact tracing, the usher will give you a brown,   

paper bag just like you received if you attended the drive-in worship services. In the paper bag is 

a worship booklet and a coffee creamer-sized packet. This packet is called a communion packet. 

Each communion packet contains a small wafer and white grape juice for Holy Communion. We 
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are placing the communion packets and worship booklets in these paper bag for two reasons:  

a) We want to insure that as few hands as possible touch the packets and booklets.  

      Members of St. Paul’s altar guild will fill these bag (masks and gloves will be worn);  
 
b)  Once you take communion, you may place the empty packet and your worship booklet 

back in the bag and take it with you to dispose of outside the sanctuary after worship. 
There will be a bin to recycle the bags and worship booklets and a trash can for the 
empty communion packets. The paper bags will help keep our refuse together, which 
prevents it from being left in the sanctuary and adding more work for our custodians.  

 

5) Offering plates will not be used during worship. If you are bringing an offering, there will be a box 

in the narthex, just outside of the sanctuary. Please place your offering in the box before the  

usher shows you to your seat. When the offering is presented during the worship liturgy, this box 

will be brought forward and placed before the altar. If you didn’t leave your offering in the box  

before worship, let the usher know this on our way out; you will be able to place it in the box    

before your leave (it will remain before the altar until everyone has left the sanctuary).  

 

6) The usher will escort you to your seat. Please do not argue with the usher about your seat 

assignment, as they have been asked by me to seat people so that social distancing between 

non-family units is kept. Members of the Task Force and I have taken great care and a great 

amount of time to establish the social distancing in the sanctuary. So, what’s a Family Unit? 

Family units are those with whom you have been sheltering, those whom you have already been 

spending a lot of time with (maybe regular visits in each other’s homes, or riding with to the store 

or doctor’s appointments, etc.), and those who you trust are not recklessly exposing themselves 

(and you) to the virus. This means that a group of friends who come to worship  together will 

be considered a family unit even if they aren’t technically family. Worshippers will be seated in 

every other row of seats. Individuals, couples, and family units will be seated with six (6) feet of 

social distancing. Six feet = the length of four chairs, placed side by side.  

 

7) Passing of the Peace – I will teach you a new way of Passing the Peace, where you can  

acknowledge one another without touching. 

 

8) We will commune at our seats (much like we did in our vehicles for drive-in worship). After you      

      take Communion, place the empty communion packets and trash in your brown paper bag.              

      Remember to take those out of the sanctuary with you and dispose of them in the appropriate  

      bins.  

 

9)  Some singing will be allowed, as well as some of the brief responses in the worship liturgy.  

      However, we will be singing only one or two verses of any given hymn, and masks must          

      continue to be worn over mouths and noses during sung and spoken parts.  

 

10) At the end of worship, you will be released to leave by an usher. Please remain seated until the     

      usher dismisses you, so we avoid congestion in the aisle and in the narthex. Again, please follow  

      the usher’s instructions, as they have been instructed by me to keep everyone safe. Questions,  

      concerns, or complaints? Address these to me, not the ushers.  
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11)  The restrooms are open! You will notice that the restrooms will feature new, touchless faucets                

       Hand sanitizer will also be available outside the restroom for you to use after touching the      

       restroom door and door handles.     

         
12)  The nursey will remain closed during the pandemic. Please know that children are welcome in      

       the sanctuary for worship. 

 

CONCLUSION 

This report reflects the Task Force’s recommendations of what in-person, indoor worship will be like 

for a while until a vaccine is readily available and enough people have received it. Worship will not 

be what it was when we were last together in the sanctuary on March 8
th
. In fact, some church    

leaders have suggested that worship services will feel more like a meditative service, perhaps     

similar to midweek, Advent, or Lenten services. There will be meaningful music, God’s Word will be 

proclaimed and administered, and the Holy Spirit will still be present, working through us as  always. 

Please be uplifted by the reality that even as worship has changed, God has not.  

Let me state for the record: I do not like these proposed changes to our liturgy and community life. 

And neither do you, I would guess. 

You and I are being challenged to listen more deeply. We are being challenged to tune out the static 

created by our thoughts, desires, and judgments, and tune into the still, small voice of God’s Spirit 

that still speaks to us.  

In closing, this pandemic has created uncertain times. Our carefully crafted plans could change fairly 

quickly, so keep your eyes and ears open to that possibility. Please keep checking your e-mail 

blasts (check your spam box—sometimes they end up there), the newsletter, and the website. As 

new developments unfold, Brette O’Connell Elander, Doug Thunder (our webmaster), and I will work 

with due diligence and speed to keep you informed! 

May the peace of Christ be with you all! 

Pastor Chad Adamik  

and the St. Paul’s Resuming In-Person Gatherings Task Force 
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Roadmap to Recovery for Nevada 
 
Prepared by the Local Empowerment Advisory Panel (LEAP)  
 
Gatherings and Services of Community and Faith-Based Organizations (CFBOs) 

This is intended for administrators and leaders of CFBOs – congregations and places of worship 

(churches, synagogues, mosques, temples, etc.) and community organizations. This guidance is  

intended to help CFBOs prevent the transmission of COVID-19 within their facilities and              

communities. CFBOs need to be able to react quickly if there is a confirmed COVID-19 case among 

staff, volunteers, the people they serve, or visitors. CFBOs, working together with schools,           

businesses, healthcare systems and state and local health departments, have an important role in 

slowing the spread of diseases, especially among high risk populations. CFBOs often serve those 

who are most vulnerable, such as older people and those with serious underlying health conditions 

– like heart disease, lung disease, and diabetes – who are at higher risk of developing severe 

COVID-19 illness. This may include members and regular attendees or people they serve as well as 

persons from the broader community. 

 

 

Mandatory* 

All participants are encouraged to wear face coverings.  

 
Limit attendance, arrange seating, and/or stagger services so that a minimum of 6 feet is   
maintained between all attendees, in all directions, at all times. Households/families may sit                          
together and not required to maintain 6 feet distancing with each other. Other attendees need to 
maintain 6 feet from a household/family seated together.  
 
Indoor gatherings of more than 50 people prohibited.  

 
No handshakes, hugs, or physical touching is allowed outside of households/family groups.  

Activities where objects are touched, worn, or passed around by more than one individual shall not 

take place, or, must be disinfected between users; this includes collection plates or baskets.  

Shared food or drinks shall not be allowed, unless provided for in a cafeteria that is following Phase 

2 restaurant guidelines.  

 
Use disinfectants outlined on EPA List N.  

 
Stay up-to-date on the latest guidance issued by the CDC, state, and local health authorities. 

 
Regularly disinfect all high touch surfaces inside facilities and shared or common areas. Deep     

disinfection of high contact surfaces (e.g. door handles, light switches, seats, railings, cabinetry  

handles, appliance handles, toilets, countertops, phones, tables, etc.) before and after each       

gathering.  

 
Do not use communal water fountains.  

 
Communion shall be by hand only and Communion ministers are to wear facial masks and gloves. 

  
Communicate social distancing and other requirements to attendees prior to gatherings. 
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Recommended Best Practices* 

• Offer online or streamed services whenever possible.  

• Provide hand sanitizer stations.  

• Post informational signs regarding social distancing, facial coverings and hand washing.  

• Take temperatures of all attendees and screen for symptoms or out of region travel; if                 
      thermometers are not available, ask attendees to take temperature at home prior to arriving. 
  
• Arrivals for gatherings or services shall be metered and spaced, similar to grocery stores, to        

ensure social distancing at entrances and during events.  
 
• Consider using an RSVP system to schedule attendance when large groups are anticipated.  

• Consider keeping a log of all attendees’ names and contact information.  

• Put a collection basket on a wall or table. 

• *These recommendations were compiled by the LEAP based on guidance from the CDC, the 

U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA), Nevada OSHA, and other relevant agencies for the 

industry and public health officials, including state licensing boards. The information provided is 

only intended as general information to the public. Following these guidelines does not                 

constitute, and is not a substitute for, compliance with all laws and regulations applicable at any 

particular time. Individuals and businesses are responsible to ensure that they comply with all 

laws and regulations that apply to them, including, but not limited to, federal and state health 

and safety requirements. Additionally, compliance with these regulations does not ensure 

against the spread of infections from COVID-19 or any other cause. 

https://nvhealthresponse.nv.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Roadmap-to-Recovery-Phase-2-Industry-Specific-
Guidance-Revised.pdf 

What is Reformation Day? 
 
Reformation Day commemorates the day in 1517 when 
a German monk named Martin Luther (1483-1546) 
strode up to the church in Wittenberg and nailed his 95 
theses, or propositions, to the church door. 
 
Luther chose to do this on October 31st as he knew the 
church would be full on the next day for All Saints' Day. 
 
Luther's intention when posting his theses was to          
highlight the practice of indulgences in the Roman          
Catholic Church. Indulgences were pardons from sin 

that could be bought, meaning that those who were rich enough could buy forgiveness for all manner of 
sins. 
 
Luther had hoped that pinning his protestations would spark wider debate and harden public opinion 
against the practice. However, so many people agreed with his ideas that they quickly spread across 
western Europe, helped by the recent invention of the printing press, leading to the religious revolt 
known as the Reformation. 
 
The reformation led many Christians to break off from the Roman Catholic Church and establish new,       
independent churches of their own, such as the Lutheran Church. 

https://nvhealthresponse.nv.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Roadmap-to-Recovery-Phase-2-Industry-Specific-Guidance-Revised.pdf
https://nvhealthresponse.nv.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Roadmap-to-Recovery-Phase-2-Industry-Specific-Guidance-Revised.pdf
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Confirmation Sunday will take place on      

Sunday, November 1st. We will celebrate the  

affirmation of baptism of Nicholas Cotsonis, 

Spencer Fitzpatrick, and Elyzabeth Wilson at 

the 10:30 AM service. This service will be live 

streamed onto St. Paul's YouTube channel.  

Sunday School 
 
The Christian Education committee met on         
Thursday, September 23, 2020 to discuss the   
opening of our regular Sunday School sessions.   
Because it has been several months since the 
church had to be closed to in-house worship and 
other functions, the group wanted to brainstorm 
plans for bringing the children back slowly for 1-
hour on Sunday. The starting date is still being            
considered. However, it will be after the opening of 
in-house worship services in October. We are very 
excited to have the Sunday school up and running 
as this is an important ministry at. St. Paul’s.       
Besides, the children are missed a lot, and we   
welcome seeing them again! 
 
Please help us spread the word about this exciting 
time! A letter will be going out to the   parents of our 
students encouraging their help and support. If you 
have any kids in your neighborhood that need a 
church home, please encourage them to attend our 
class on Sunday. It will be from 9:00 AM to 10:00 
PM. 
 
Please call the office or me if you have questions. 
We can use volunteers too, so don’t be shy! Join 
us! 
 
Peace to you, 
Renee Woslum 
775 883-7748 

Fall is here, and your WELCA board wants you to 
know we are staying as active as possible. 
 
The board approved the donation of $500 to the 
computer fund that will help improve the overall 
computer capabilities of St. Paul’s. We also want 
to help the Carson City school district office       
that puts together care packages for kids in need, 
specifically underwear and socks. As the new 
school year begins, the kids need these items 
more than ever. Their supply of extra school    
provisions is relatively okay for now since many 
students are in the At-Home learning program.   
 
We hope to go forward with our rummage sale in 
the spring. This would be a great boost for us all. 
Since we are still living under so many                
uncertainties, we can only hope and pray things 
will better in 2021, and this is possibility               
becomes a reality. 
 
The board, Sharon Gesick, Charlotte LaCombe, 
and I are open to your comments.  
 
Peace to all, 
Renee Woslum 
Vice President 

Why is serving in 
the church             
important? 
 
It helps you discover     
your true purpose and  
makes you feel      
fulfilled. 
 

When you serve and give up your time and energy 
for someone else, you get emotionally and              
spiritually recharged. It gives more meaning to your 
life as a servant of Christ. 
 
Galatians 6:2 
 
"Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way, you 
will fulfill the law of Christ." 
 
The Good News: No one does anything alone. You 
can help friends and family get through life's big and 
small obstacles, and they will do the same for you. 
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Worship services and weekly 
prayer sessions continue to be 
broadcast by Pastor Chad via 
YouTube and Zoom. Soon  
services will be live streamed.  
 
Pastor Chad is live on 
Wednesdays for the weekly 
prayer session at 12:00 noon.  
You don’t have to have a     
Facebook page yourself to 
watch Facebook live.  
 
Directions for YouTube 
Click on the hyperlink or copy 
and paste this link into your 
web browser. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCujH57tQGEsCKJhKyE8q2Lg  
 
It will take you to St. Paul's YouTube channel. 
Click on “Playlist” and then choose the Sunday 
service or video you want to watch.  
 
Directions for Facebook Live 
To watch Pastor Chad’s Facebook Live programs, 
click on the hyperlink or copy and paste this link 
into your web browser. It will take you to Pastor 
Chad's Facebook page. 
https://www.facebook.com/cr.adamik 
 

If you know a child in grades 7 to 12 who is    
interested in joining the Youth Group, or if you 

have any questions, please call or text         
Traci Angel at 775 721-5495. Thanks! 

When I admire the wonders of a sunset or the 

beauty of the moon, my soul expands in the 

worship of the creator. Mahatma Gandhi 

October crept up on us! 

WE are very excited and getting ready for our 

4th annual Trunk or Treat!  
Don’t miss the fun where children safely trick or 

treat from the trunks of  OUR decorated        

vehicles in the church parking lot.  
 
We will be able to host this event while keeping 
to social distancing rules. 
 
It will be a little different this year, but one thing 
that has not changed is we are going to have 

loads of FUN!!!!  But this can’t happen without 

YOUR help. We need car trunks for all the 

goodies! 

Be on the lookout for more information about 

this event!  
 
Please contact Traci Angel at 775 721-5495 

with any questions or to sign-up your Trunk.  

 
 

 

Don’t forget to call or 
email the church office to 
reserve the date and time 
of the worship service you 
wish to attend.  
                                     

775 882-3020, stpaulcarson@gmail.com 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCujH57tQGEsCKJhKyE8q2Lg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCujH57tQGEsCKJhKyE8q2Lg
https://www.facebook.com/cr.adamik
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2 Dennis Moltz 

2 DeWayne Evans 

4 Bev Steinert 

6 Debbie Hanson 

9 Betty Thoreson 

11 Bob Auer 

12 Justin Stevens 

13 Wayne Opperman 

14 Zachary Higgins 

14 Chelsea Johnson 

15 Caleb Gesick 

15 Steve Hendricks 

17 Anita Enders 

17 Barbara Magee 

18 Betty Razor 

20 Carol Arneson 

23 David VanKoningsveld 

23 Tommy Townsend 

25 Ashle Overlock 

26 Kin Esenarro 

26 Joseph Neiman 

27 Nik Marsh 

29 Maxine Bowton 

29 Dee Coughlin 

29 Wendi Lunz 

30 Tim Higgins  

3 Doug and Pat Thunder 
 

6 Jim and Gayle Kennett (63 years!) 
 

26 Angelo and Mary DeFelice (63 years!) 

If you would like to contribute an article to the 
monthly newsletter, please submit it in person at 
the church office or via email by the 20th of each 
month! Thank you! 

Please note: Articles will be proofed and edited 
for spelling, grammar, and clarity. 

A happy marriage is a long conversation which 
always seems too short. Andre Maurois 

If you’d like to be on the birthday or anniversary 

list, please let the church office assistant know 

either by phone or email. 

Thank you! 

Happy 

B
ir

t
h

d
a

y
!
 

 
Thank you to all 
those who have       
supported our 
church through 
your offerings and 
labors during this  
pandemic.     
           

A special thank you to Clay Woslum, and 
Jere and Joan Schultz for stepping up to 
clean St. Paul’s kitchen! 
 
Thanks also to Jay Olshen for installing the 
new touchless faucet in the ladies’           
restroom.  

Please Note: St. Paul’s prayer list is published 

each week in the online and printed                  

worship booklets. 

https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/andre-maurois-quotes
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STEWARDSHIP IS LOVE 

SHARING 

T AKING TIME 

ENDLESS BLESSINGS 

WALKING WITH GOD 

ALL WE HAVE IS GOD’S 

RECONCILING RELATIONSHIPS 

DOING WITH JOY 

SERVING IN LOVE 

HONORING GOD WITH OUR GIFTS 

IDENTIFYING NEEDS 

PRAYING 

Here we sit in our homes, (most of the time), 
thinking what’s coming next. We pray that 
soon we will be back in our church, maybe  
sitting further apart than usual. We look       
forward to that day when we finally see each 
other and try and remember all the names of 
our church members and church friends 
(cause some older people like me), will be 
tested on the names once more. What we do 
know is our lord and savior knows our names 
and is looking forward to seeing us worship 
together. Please continue to help keep our 
church together. With much love to all,  

The Stewardship Committee 

Erma Bombeck once said: 

When I stand before God at 
the end of my life, I would 
hope that I would not have 
a single bit of talent left and  
could say, I used everything 
you gave me. 

The Northern California and Northern Nevada             
Chapter of the Alzheimer's Association is here 
for you. Our physical doors may be closed, but 
our staff is working remotely and continuing to 
serve our community from our homes to yours 
We offer a variety of no-cost  virtual education 
presentations, local telephone/video support 
groups, early-stage engagement activities,     
respite funding, care consultation, information 
and referral, and our 24/7 helpline. For more  
information visit alz.org/nornev or call           
(800) 272-3900. 

I believe that 
laughter is a  
language of God 
and that we can 
all live happily 
ever laughter.  
 
Yakov Smirnoff 

You have a place at St. Paul’s.  

Engage in a ministry today! 

http://alz.org/nornev
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St. Paul’s Stitchers have resumed making quilts on the 2
nd 

and 4
th
 Tuesdays of each month from 9:00 AM to 11:30 AM. 

in Friendship Hall.  
 

Our first meeting on September 8
th
 was great as we “air 

hugged” and caught up on the last seven months then worked 
on many quilts.  
 

I will be delivering ten children’s quilts and bags to the  
Advocates shelter soon. 
 

Earlier in September, Marie Boone’s group delivered eighty-
five lap robes to area nursing homes. 
 

When you come to work on October 13
th
 and 20

th
, please 

wear a mask. We will be practicing social distancing.  
 

Hope to see you soon. 
 

Sarah Jevne, Chair 
775 315-7510 
 

Lay volunteers are needed for all services!  
 
Now that we are resuming in-person worship, lay volunteers are 
needed to fill all positions. We also need volunteers to take     
temperatures and sanitize the sanctuary and restrooms after each 
service. Our worship service depends on you!  
 
Please contact the following people to sign-up. 
Altar Guild: Jeanne Russell, detaillady2002@att.net 
Counters: Mary DeFelice, marenang@hotmail.com 
Greeters: Andrea Rud, askinnd@yahoo.com  
Readers: Judy McPhail,  jmc1966@live.com  
Ushers: Dave Harrell, davidharrell93@yahoo.com 
   

 

The history of quilting, 

the stitching together of 

layers of padding and 

fabric, may date back as 

far as 3400 BCE. For 

much of its history,                 

quilting was primarily a 

practical technique to 

provide physical          

protection and insulation. 

However, decorative   

elements were often also 

present, and  many 

quilts are now primarily 

art pieces.  

The Stitchers of            

St. Paul’s produce          

magnificent quilts. 

Become a part of        

history today! 

YOU ARE NEEDED!    

There is an available position on St. Paul’s Council.                                             

If you have the time to lend your talent, experience, and 

knowledge to serve this most important church body then don’t 

hesitate. Contact Jay Olshen ASAP! olshen@charter.net  

Those who haven’t served on the Council are highly                 
encouraged to do so. 
 
St. Paul’s needs YOU!  

mailto:detaillady2002@att.net
mailto:marenang@hotmail.com
mailto:jmc1966@live.com
mailto:davidharrell93@yahoo.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quilting
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quilt
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Member Spotlight 

Ruth Fitzgerald 

Ruth Fitzgerald was born at Fort Lewis in Tacoma, Washington. Her father was a career army      
officer, which meant she and her family lived in several areas of the country and the world while she 
was growing up. They lived in five different states, France, and East Africa. 

After graduating from high school in San Francisco, Ruth moved to Reno to attend the University of 
Nevada. There she met her husband Feryl in a dance class, A year later, they were married. Their 
marriage is still going strong after fifty-one years, and they have three wonderful children and five 
lovely grandchildren.  

Because of army life, Ruth’s religious background was varied courtesy of military chaplains from  
numerous denominations. She joined the Lutheran Church when she married Feryl. 

Ruth spent her working career in medical offices. The last twenty-eight years of her career were in 
Urology, specializing in testing. 

Ruth and Feryl moved from Sparks to Carson City about eighteen years ago and joined St Paul’s 
Lutheran Family. She’s very glad they did! Ruth has been an active member of the church, always 
willing and able to volunteer to help out in any way.  

She has a great deal of experience and knowledge working with young people, especially with 
young women whom she guides and nurtures as a volunteer in her various groups outside the 
church. Ruth has been with St. Paul’s Sunday school group for some time and has added a       
wonderful sense of creativity and excitement to the group, teaching and leading crafts and just all 
kinds of good things.  

When we see Ruth, let's all take the time to give her a "We love you!" wave and let her know she's 
appreciated. 

Renee Woslum 

 

 

 

 

 

We  
love you! 

Did You Know October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month? 

If you think someone (man or woman) that you know is being abused,  it is                                       

important to speak up. A lot of people worry that it is none of their                                                                                                             

business, yet you could save a person’s life by speaking up. Simply talk to                                                           

the person in private and let them know that you are concerned. Mention                                                         

the signs (bruising, isolation, distance from friends and family, etc.) and                                                         

why it has worried you. Let them know you will honor their privacy if they                                                        

open up to you, and tell them that you will help in any way possible.                                                           

Often, people in domestic relationships need someone to help them out                                                               

of the situation, and so one conversation can make all of the difference.  FAW 
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Ordinary Time: Counted Time of the Church Year 

By Dennis Bratcher 
 

Most of the Seasons of the Christian Church Year are organized around the two major festivals that 

mark sacred time, Christmas and Easter. The Christmas Season encompasses the time of preparation 

during Advent and the celebration of the Twelve Days of Christmas and Epiphany in early January (the 

6th). The  Easter Season encompasses the time of preparation during the 40 weekdays of Lent and  

Holy Week, and is linked with Pentecost Sunday 50 days later. While there are other individual holy 

days within the church year, these seasons mark the movement of sacred time within the church       

calendar. 

The rest of the year following Epiphany and Pentecost is known as Ordinary Time. Rather than meaning 

"common" or "mundane" this term comes from the word "ordinal", which simply means counted 

time (First Sunday after Pentecost, etc.), which is probably a better way to think of this time of the 

year. Counted time after Pentecost always begins with Trinity Sunday (the first Sunday after Pentecost) 

and ends with Christ the King Sunday or the Reign of Christ the King (last Sunday before the beginning 

of Advent). 

The sanctuary color for Ordinary Time is dark green, although other shades of green are commonly                  

used. Green has traditionally been associated with new life and growth. Even in Hebrew in the Old    

Testament, the same word for the color "green" also means "young".  In Christian tradition, green came 

to symbolize the life of the church following Pentecost, as well as symbolizing the hope of new life in the 

resurrection. 

Some church traditions only celebrate Pentecost Sunday and Trinity Sunday (the first Sunday after  

Pentecost), and then begin Ordinary Time with the Second Sunday after Pentecost that runs until Christ 

the King Sunday, the last Sunday before the beginning of Advent. Other traditions observe a Pentecost 

Season extending for the eleven to sixteen Sundays (depending on the date of Easter) beginning with 

Pentecost Sunday and running through the next to last Sunday of August. Then beginning with the last 

Sunday of August, they count the remaining thirteen or fourteen Sundays until the beginning of Advent 

as Kingdomtide (in the Methodist tradition) or Dominiontide (in other churches), climaxing with the Christ 

the King Sunday. This serves to break up the long stretch of Ordinary Time following Pentecost into two 

seasons that can carry different emphases. 

The season of Pentecost usually focuses on the evangelical mission of the church to the world and its      

responsibility in carrying out that mission of proclamation. That emphasis often extends into Ordinary 

Time. Some Protestant churches also celebrate Reformation Sunday (end of October) and All Saints    

Sunday (first Sunday in November). These are becoming increasingly popular ways to flesh out the 

themes of the Church in the World during Ordinary Time by focusing on heritage and the faithfulness of 

those in the past. The season of Kingdomtide celebrates Christ as King and Sovereign of the world,  

emphasizing God's Dominion over all of creation. The focus in this season is often on social justice and 

action as an expression of the Lordship of God over his people and the world. 

As we journey through                  

Ordinary Time,                                        

we discover it’s not so                        

ordinary after all! 

http://www.crivoice.org/chyear.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyxmas.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyadvent.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cy12days.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyepiph.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyeaster.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyholyweek.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cypentecost.html
http://www.crivoice.org/christtheking.html
http://www.crivoice.org/christtheking.html
http://www.crivoice.org/christtheking.html
http://www.crivoice.org/christtheking.html
http://www.crivoice.org/reformationsunday.html
http://www.crivoice.org/allsaints.html
http://www.crivoice.org/allsaints.html
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How Samhain Became Halloween 

Samhain is a Gaelic festival marking the end of the harvest season and the beginning of winter or the 
"darker half" of the year. Traditionally, it is celebrated from October 31st to November 1st when the Celtic 
day began and ended at sunset. This is about halfway between the autumn equinox and the winter      
solstice. It is one of the four Gaelic seasonal festivals, along with Imbolc, Bealtaine and Lughnasadh.   
Historically, it was widely observed throughout Ireland, Scotland and the Isle of Man. Similar festivals are 
held at the same time of year in other Celtic lands, for example the Brittonic Calan Gaeaf (in Wales)     
Kalan Gwav (in Cornwall), and Kalan Goañv (in Brittany). 

Samhain is believed to have Celtic pagan origins and there is evidence it has been an important date 
since ancient times. Some Neolithic passage tombs in Ireland are aligned with the sunrise around the 
time of Samhain. It is mentioned in some of the earliest Irish literature and many important events in Irish 
mythology happen or begin on Samhain. It was the time when cattle were brought back down from the 
summer pastures and when livestock were slaughtered for the winter. 

As at Beltane, special bonfires were lit, which were deemed to have protective and cleansing powers, 
and there were rituals involving them. Like Bealtaine, Samhain was seen as a liminal time, when the 
boundary between this world and the Otherworld could more easily be crossed. This meant the Aos Sí, 
the “spirits” or “fairies”, could more easily come into our world. Most scholars see the Aos Sí as remnants 
of the pagan gods and nature spirits. At Samhain, it was believed that the Aos Sí needed to be            
propitiated to ensure that the people and their livestock survived the winter. Offerings of food and drink 
were left outside for them. The souls of the dead were also thought to revisit their homes seeking      
hospitality.  

Mumming and guising were part of the festival, and involved people going door-to-door in costume (or in 
disguise), often reciting verses in exchange for food. The costumes may have been a way of imitating, 
and disguising oneself from the Aos Sí. Divination rituals and games were also a big part of the festival 
and often involved nuts and apples. In the late 19th century, Sir John Rhys and Sir James Frazer        
suggested that it was the "Celtic New Year", and this view has been repeated by some other scholars. 

In the 9th century, the Western Christian church shifted the date of All Saints' Day to November 1st, while 
November 2nd later became All Souls' Day. Over time, Samhain and All Saints'/All Souls' merged to    
create the modern Halloween. Historians have used the name Samhain to refer to Gaelic Halloween 
customs up until the 19th century. Wikipedia 

The Day of the Dead (el Día de los Muertos) is a    
Mexican holiday where families welcome back the souls 
of their deceased relatives for a brief reunion that      
includes food, drink, and celebration. A blend of     
Mesoamerican ritual, European religion, and Spanish 
culture, the holiday is celebrated each year from        
October 31st to November 2nd. While October 31st is 
Halloween, November 1st is “el Dia de los innocents,” or 
the day of the children, and All Saints Day. November 

2nd is All Souls Day or the Day of the Dead. According to tradition, the gates of heaven are 
opened at midnight on October 31st and the spirits of children can rejoin their families for 24 -
hours. The spirits of adults can do the same on November 2 nd. 

From Ghoulies and Ghosties to long-leggety Beasties, and Things that go Bump in the Night, 
     Good Lord, deliver us! 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gaels
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harvest
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Celtic_calendar#Medieval_Irish_and_Welsh_calendars
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Celtic_calendar#Medieval_Irish_and_Welsh_calendars
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Celtic_calendar#Medieval_Irish_and_Welsh_calendars
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/September_equinox
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/December_solstice
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/December_solstice
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Imbolc
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bealtaine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lughnasadh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ireland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scotland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isle_of_Man
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Celts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brittonic_languages
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Calan_Gaeaf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Allantide
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cornwall
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brittany
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Celtic_polytheism
file://///wiki/Prehistoric_Ireland%23Neolithic_(4000–2500_BC)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Passage_tomb
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Early_Irish_literature
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irish_mythology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irish_mythology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beltane
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bonfire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liminality
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Celtic_Otherworld
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aos_S%C3%AD
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fairy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Propitiation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mummers_Play
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guising
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Divination
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sir_John_Rhys
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_George_Frazer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Christianity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/All_Saints%27_Day
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/All_Souls%27_Day
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Syncretism#Religious_syncretism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Halloween
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