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  October 2021 Newsletter 

“ACTS for Vitality” – St. Paul’s Journey Together in Christ 
 

Dear Siblings in Christ, 
This month, I would like to share more with you about an ELCA-led initiative to assist                              
congregations in discovering their Holy Spirit-infused vitality (which may currently be hidden from 
our sight) and in building relationships with other ELCA congregations near to St. Paul’s. This            
journey is called ACTS for Vitality. Over the next month, the council and I will determine whether 
God is calling us on this journey—and we are looking for your input! Below is a thorough                
description of ACTS for Vitality: 
 

What is it? 
ACTS for Vitality is a journey intended to help congregations renew their vitality. It was developed 
within the Sierra Pacific Synod for congregations of the Sierra Pacific Synod of the ELCA. We 
intentionally spell ACTS in all-caps. It is an acronym for the things that happen on this journey: 

Adapting 
Connecting and/or Collaborating 
Transforming 
Sustaining 

 

We take our inspiration from Acts 2:42-47: 
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and 
to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. 
All the believers were together and had everything in common. They sold property and                           
possessions to give to anyone who had need. Every day they continued to meet together in the 
temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 
praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily 
those who were being saved. (NIV translation) 
 
Grounded in scripture, transformational ministry is always part of the story of the disciples and 
apostles throughout Christianity. ACTS for Vitality is an opportunity to go through this covenanted 
and intentional vitality journey with other congregations, learning from and with one another. 
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Why? 
Our goals are to: 

Stir up and sustain the life-giving mission and ministries of congregations centered on               
relationships with God, with one another, and the world. 

Develop and discover new ways of discipleship (followers) and apostleship (witnesses) for the 
21st Century church. 

Increase relational connections, collaborations, and visibility of congregations in evangelism and 
justice work in their respective neighborhoods. 

Prioritize the gift and challenge of authentic diversity as a faith community. 
Strengthen relationships among congregations and Lutheran (and Ecumenical) collective action 

in their communities by overcoming silos and walls of isolation. 
 
How Will This Come Together? 
As with any journey, it is a matter of getting prepared, setting out, and then moving beyond once the 
journey is complete. 
 
Discerning and Covenanting 
A congregation prayerfully decides whether to join in the ACTS for Vitality journey. They go through 
a discernment process, aided by the Synod ACTS for Vitality Team. There is an orientation session 
to explain the journey and to aid with next steps. There is an assessment of a congregation’s             
openness and readiness to participate in the journey.  
 
Once they have decided to continue, the congregation forms a small Congregational Vitality Team of 
four to seven leaders, whose gifts complement one another. The congregation makes a covenant 
between themselves and the Synod. While in this process, congregations may know of other                  
congregations in similar circumstances as their own. They are encouraged to invite these other            
congregations to join them in this journey. 
 
The ACTS Journey – “Cohorts” and Workshops 
The congregation's team joins a cohort of teams from several congregations. The teams could vary 
in size, but it could be as small as two or three congregations per cohort. In the cohort, they support 
and hold one another accountable as they participate in the journey. Over a period of 18 to 24 
months, the cohort meets for a series of seven workshops. Each workshop consists of a three-
hour session, held on a weekend, once per quarter. Workshops will be held on-line or in-person,  
depending on the pandemic situation. 
 
Each workshop is structured like a worshipful time together: Word, Meal, and Sent: 

Word: Workshops begin with dwelling in the Word, learning, and reflecting on new faith               
practices. 

Meal: Then there are interactive presentations and discussions on the topic of the day. 
Sent: Finally, participants are invited to practice in their settings what they have learned. 

 
Workshop topics relate to one another, like a spiral, moving through listening to God in scripture, in 
our congregation, and our neighborhoods, discovering our role as disciples and apostles, discerning 
how we participate in God's plan, developing vital and sustainable congregational partnerships for 
mission and ministry. 
 
During the journey, congregations will have access to skilled, trained, and dedicated coaches.           
Rostered leaders are also encouraged to become coaches. During workshops, congregational 
teams will learn vitality tools and be trained in planning and implementing short and long-term            
innovative outreach. They will learn how to reach out to new people, becoming good neighbors and 
bold followers of Jesus Christ. Congregations will be equipped for sustained response to injustices, 
with a commitment to authentic diversity. 
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Staying connected and mutually accountable 
Completing the workshops is not a "graduation." Our hope is that each congregation has                           
experienced transformation, and is ready to write their own chapter in the Book of Acts. But the             
congregation does not do this alone. Our hope is the relationships within the cohort and the wider 
community become mutually nurturing and sustaining. 
 
What Does It Cost? 
Each congregation who will participate contributes $500.00.  
ACTS for Vitality is a testament that we are truly a church together. This initiative is in partnership 
with the whole church: churchwide, synod and congregations. The Sierra Pacific Synod receives  
financial support through the Synod Vitality Grant as seed money, which defrays some of the cost. It 
also receives leadership support and training from churchwide and other synods who have similar 
vitality initiatives. St. Paul’s council will meet on October 20

th
 to decide whether or not God’s Spirit 

is leading us to participate in ACTS for Vitality at this time. 
 
Workshop Themes and Topics 
The seven to eight workshops are all together the ACTS journey and form an overarching continuum 
to reach the goals of ACTS for Vitality. Each one builds upon each other, going deeper and wider in 
our mission and ministry. Tools are offered during each workshop and yet they become only alive 
upon the prayerful listening, planning, and implementation as sent disciples and beloved community.  
 
When Does it Start? 
The “ACTS for Vitality” journey is expected to begin as early as November, but this isn’t set in stone; 
it will depend on how soon a corhort can be formed with our neighboring ELCA congregations in  
Reno.  
 
If you’d like more information, email me as chad.adamik@gmail.com, call the church office                
(775) 882-3020, or stop by the church during my office hours! I’m really excited for St. Paul’s to          
participate in this, as the Spirit guide us! 
 
God’s peace! 
 
Pastor Chad 

mailto:chad.adamik@gmail.com
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Council Corner 

Louise Griffith, 
President 
 

                                                         This article is dedicated to communicating the actions,                               
                                                    decisions, and future action items of the Church Council.  
                                                It is intended to give the congregation the highlights of the Church        
                                           Council  meeting held on September 15

th
, 2021. 

 
                                  Pastor Chad’s report included his activity for the upcoming Celebration of Life       
                            service for Betty Thoreson and weddings for Alex Waldron and Kathryn                 
                        Opperman and Nicholas Little and Anna Silver. He was involved in Synod related   
                 meetings, including the installation of Bishop Megan Rohrer. Pastor is also starting               
            classes for confirmation, new members, and adult education. Sunday services will now                
      include in-person Holy Communion. Volunteers are needed on Sunday to help him with                 
distribution. 
 
Pastor Chad will be the main “supervisor” for Bill Ledford along with three or four members of the 
congregation. Bill officially began his MIC experience on Sunday, September 12

th
. He will join us 2-3 

Sundays per month, attend several meetings, do homebound visits, and teach and assist the            
confirmation/youth groups. 
 
The Treasurer’s report.  As a simple overview: 

 
 
Council is still seeking volunteer chairpersons to lead the Fellowship and Stewardship Committees. 

Please contact Pastor or me if you are interested in leading these vital committees.   

Council continued its discussion concerning the ACTS for Vitality participation. Additional questions 

were asked about how the program will be structured and if there are other churches in our               

conference that will be participating. Council tabled the action until we can contact Synod                            

representatives for additional information. The main goal of the program is for congregations to           

discover the spiritual and physical gifts they have in their ministries and share them with the       

community. Council continues to look forward to hearing from the Synod and communicating more 

information with the congregation. 

Council discussed the new electronic sign that will replace the current sign on the corner of our 

property facing Saliman Road and Highway 50. We already have approximately $6,000 in                  

memorials and restricted funds dedicated to this project. The cost for the sign will be in the $21,000 

range. Designs for the sign have been received from two different, local sign companies. 

Finally, Council is planning a leadership and short-term goal setting workshop on November 13
th
.  

We are seeking assistance from congregation members to help us discover, plan, and act on             

objectives and goals that would address the needs of St. Paul’s. If any member has suggestions or 

insights, please contact Pastor Chad, me, or any council member. 

Our next Council meeting is Wednesday, October 20, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. 

Peace be with you, 

Louise Griffith, President 

Phone: 775 232-7071 (in the evenings)  

Email: Ladylouiseg@gmail.com 

Income & Expenses-Unrestricted August 2021 Year to Date 

Income $15,193.26 $29,476.95 

Expenses $15,288.74 $30,494.60 
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In-person worship services are held on              
Sundays at 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.  
 
St. Paul’s worship service is live-streamed via 
YouTube on Sundays at either 8:00 a.m. or 
10:30 a.m. depending on the availability of a 
video tech. Check weekly. You can also find           
videos of past services on YouTube. 
 

Directions for YouTube: 
 

Click on the hyperlink or copy and paste this 
link into your web browser. 
 

The link will take you to St. Paul's YouTube 
channel where you can watch the live service.  

 

To watch recorded services, click on “Playlist” 
and then choose the Sunday service/video            
you want to watch. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCujH57tQGEsCKJhKyE8q2Lg 
 

Directions for Facebook Live 
To watch Pastor Chad’s Facebook Live             
programs, click on the hyperlink or copy and 
paste this link into your web browser. It will 
take you to Pastor Chad's Facebook page. 
 

https:/www.facebook.com/cr.adamik 
 
St. Paul’s has a Facebook 
page. Check it out and please     
“like” it!  
 
https://www.facebook.com/St-Pauls-Lutheran-
Family-105799488263902 
 

In Memoriam 2021 

 Evelyn Luterick      Betty Thoreson  

 Renee Woslum      Greta O’Kelley 

 Dennis Moltz          JoAnne Zila 

 Colin McPhail         Cheryl Revelle Ewing  

 Chuck Lacugna      Peggy Truttman  

  

2 DeWayne Evans 

4 Bev Steinert 

6 Debbie Hanson 

11 Bob Auer 

12 Justin Stevens 

13 Wayne Opperman 

14 Zachary Higgins 

14 Chelsea Johnson 

15 Caleb Gesick 

15 Steve Hendricks 

17 Anita Enders 

17 Barbara Magee 

18 Betty Razor 

20 Carol Arneson 

23 David VanKoningsveld 

23 Tommy Townsend 

25 Ashle Overlock 

26 Kin Esenarro 

26 Joseph Neiman 

27 Nik Marsh 

29 Maxine Bowton 

29 Dee Coughlin 

29 Wendi Lunz 

30 Tim Higgins  

 

https://www.facebook.com/cr.adamik
https://www.facebook.com/cr.adamik
https://www.facebook.com/cr.adamik
https://www.facebook.com/cr.adamik
https://www.facebook.com/cr.adamik
https://www.facebook.com/cr.adamik
https://www.facebook.com/cr.adamik
https://www.facebook.com/cr.adamik
https://www.facebook.com/cr.adamik
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Welcome Mr. Bill Ledford 
 

Bill will be at St. Paul’s from September through  
December as our “Ministry In Context” (MIC)  

student through Pacific Lutheran  
Theological Seminary.  

 
Bill is also an advocate for LEAN  

(Lutheran Engagement & Advocacy in Nevada).  
 
 

What is the "Ministry In Context" program? 
 
The Ministry In Context course pairs seminary students with a congregation. As noted, Bill Ledford 
has been assigned to St. Paul’s. The MIC course begins September 12

th
 and runs through                  

December. At the congregation, the MIC student observes and participates in the host site's          
ministry. The student puts in up to six (6) hours per week and involvement is not restricted to          
Sunday morning worship. He will attend/observe council meetings, committee/youth group               
meetings (as he is able), home visitations, and classes taught by the pastor (again, as he is able). 
That means, on average, Bill will be with us in worship two (2) Sundays per month. On the          
Sundays where Bill is not in worship, he will be actively involved in other congregational meetings 
and activities, up to six hours per week. Ministry In Context is a learning experience; the students 
learn about how a Lutheran congregation functions.  
 
At the end of the MIC course, Bill will earn course credit toward graduation. Bill's course credit will be 
determined not just by the pastor, but from 3-4 laypeople who will meet with him, offer feedback, and 
help him with any questions or issues that may arise. Based upon the recommendation from the 
pastor and this group of lay people, the seminary will reward credit for the course.  
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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As adults we have learned 
that few things are certain. 
The old cliché is death and 
taxes. In the last eighteen 
months or so, the word        
uncertain has a profound 
new meaning.                           
Circumstances change  
from day to day. We have 
to learn to be flexible and      
accept an ever changing 
“new normal”. There is           
constant stress from many 
directions. 

 
As the family of St. Paul’s, we know it is vital to 
lean on God in these and at all times. Our        
certainty is that God’s love and grace are              
constant and everlasting. In Luther’s Small         
Catechism, he states that God has “created me 
and all that exists". All that we are and all that we 
have come from God as a blessing. It is               
necessary to take care of these blessings wisely. 
 
We are called to be the body of Christ in the  
world to do God’s work, share the blessings           
received from God and do His will. Jesus invites 
us to put our trust in God’s abundance. When          
you invite people into “stewardship”, you are          
inviting them into the will of God for the world. It     
is possible to choose to live more simply              
trusting in God’s promises and abundant            
blessings and to share generously the blessings 
we have received. 
 
During these uncertain times, we each have the 
knowledge of those blessings that we have  
individually received and experienced. We also 
cherish the blessing of our church community         
and the combined strength gained by worshiping         
together. 
 
Realizing all that we have, we can face any          
uncertainty with strength and resolve. 
 
Joan Schultz, 
Stewardship Committee 
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FAITH L.I.N.K. 

(Living In New Knowledge) 

 
 
Join us for Faith L.I.N.K. on Sundays at 9:15 a.m. with a gathering in Friendship Hall for Sunday 
school opening with worship and prayer. 
  
 
 
 
Children’s Sunday school runs from 9:30 a.m. – 10:15 a.m. 
 
  

 
 
 
Pastor Chad leads adult Sunday school with Lectionary Bible Study 
from 9:30 a.m. – 10:15 a.m. 
 
 
 

 
 
The WELCA Bible Study group meets the first                                     
Tuesday of the month at 9:30 a.m. 
Vicki Hamilton is the leader wonderful group.  
We look forward to seeing you there. 
 
 

Book Study Class will begin in October. 
In-person classes will be on Fridays at 10:00 a.m. 

Zoom class times TBA. 
There is a sign-up sheet in the narthex. 

 
 

 

New Members Class will begin in October.   

Date and time TBA. 

If you want to become a Lutheran or simply  

refresh your knowledge of the faith, this class is for you. 

 
 
 

The Blessing of the Animals worship service                        
  will be held on Saturday, October 2

nd
  

at 4:00 p.m. on the front lawn of  
St. Paul’s Lutheran Family.   

All pets are welcome!  
One may also bring photos of  

pets/livestock unable to attend,  
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Pastor Chad’s 

Office Hours 

If you’d like to pick up                
communion packets for online 
worship services, you can do 
so Monday, Tuesday, and      
Wednesday from 9:00 a.m. to 
noon.  

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS  
 

Please note that Brette,  
our Office Assistant, is in the 
church office Monday, Tuesday,                            
and Wednesday from 9:00 a.m.  
to noon.  
She works from home on Thursday and Friday.  

If you have an event, birthday, anniversary, 
graduation, or any other special occasion you’d 
like to have published in the newsletter, please      
send the information to the church office by the 
20

th
 of each month. Thanks! 

 
We look forward to your submissions. 

VOLUNTEERS ARE  
URGENTLY NEEDED  

FOR WORSHIP SERVICES 
 
We need readers, greeters, streaming camera 
operators, ushers, and more. Contact the church 
office today or those folks listed below!  

Thank you in advance for your help! 

Altar Guild: Vicki Hamilton 
victoriahamilton9@gmail.com  
 
Counters: Mary DeFelice         
marenang@hotmail.com 
 
Greeters: Andrea Rud   
askinnd@yahoo.com  
 
Readers: Judy McPhail                  
ROMAC1945@outlook.com           
 
Ushers: Dave Harrell  
davidharrell93@yahoo.com                                                       

 
 
There is an urgent need for 
ushers. Dave Harrell is     
building an usher team and 
needs your help. This is a 
wonderful way to serve               
St. Paul’s and your fellow             
worshippers!  

 
Please see Dave after the Sunday service or 
call him at 775 315-4661 to volunteer. 

NEED HELP?  
Are you in need of yard work, your deck 
stained, help around the house, your car 
washed, etc.? 
 

Then contact Traci Angel at 775 721-5495. 

The Youth Group kids need to raise money 
throughout the year to attend Mount Cross 
Camp next summer.  

Please Note  

The price of altar           

flowers has increased 

to $35.00 per            

arrangement. Please 

make the appropriate 

changes to your 

cheques. Thank you! 

Wednesdays & Fridays: 9:00 a.m, - 12:00 p.m. 
Thursdays: 3:00 p.m.- 5:30 p.m. 
*Pastor Chad is available at other times by          
appointment. Please email 
chad.adamik@gmail.com or call the church          
office 775 882-3020. 
 
**MONDAYS are Pastor Chad's Sabbath Day.      
On Monday, he will shut off his cell phone. If  
you must text Pastor Chad, please be aware that 
you will not get a response from him until 
Tuesday at the earliest. Cheers! 

mailto:victoriahamilton9@gmail.com
mailto:marenang@hotmail.com
mailto:askinnd@yahoo.com
mailto:ROMAC1945@outlook.com
mailto:davidharrell93@yahoo.com
mailto:chad.adamik@gmail.com
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READER BOARD CAMPAIGN 
 
The campaign to raise funds for St. Paul’s reader board is now underway! Please make your 

cheques out to St. Paul’s and notate the funds are for the reader board. Thank you for your support! 

If you would like to honor a friend or fellow St. Paul member with a memorial donation, please send 

your cheques to the church office with the name of the person you wish remembered.  

Thank you to everyone for your          

ongoing support of St. Paul’s with 

your tithes, offerings, and labor. 

Your kindness and generosity is 

very much appreciated. 

FYI, if an organization is not growing, it will go the other way.  
 
Hi, I’m Ken Beaton, your Church Council’s newly elected Vice-President. Our Church Council’s 
President, Louise Griffith, has assigned me with the task of raising the funds for an electronic sign 
to draw attention to St. Paul’s Lutheran Family (ELCA).   
 
“A study by the National Evangelistic Association found that 10% of the adults who join  American 
congregations each year decided to visit for the first time after seeing the CHURCH SIGN.” 
 
First, I would like to thank Hope Chowanski for her hours of research/design working with Todde at 
Alpine Signs to develop a tasteful electronic sign to attract potential new members to St. Paul’s. As 
soon as Todde emails me a poster size drawing of the proposed sign, I will post it in St. Paul’s. 
  
I would like you to join me and the McPhail/Chowanski families and consider making your memorial 
donation from your family to remember a member or members of your family. 
 
Thanks for your time and consideration. 
Peace be with you. 
Ken Beaton, St. Paul’s Church Council, Vice-President 
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ost everyone knows that Halloween takes place on October 31
st
. Far fewer, however,                       

understand the connection between Halloween and the next day on the calendar, the festival of All 
Hallows' or All Saints' Day, celebrated by some churches and denominations November 1

st
. 

One author surmises that All Saints' Day was established to commemorate the saints and martyrs              
of the Roman Catholic Church and was first introduced in the seventh century (Man, Myth, and  
Magic, Vol. 1, 1983, p. 109). Oddly enough, history shows that Halloween—this ancient,               
thoroughly pagan holiday with its trappings of death and demonism—is inseparably tied to All Saints' 
Day. 
 
Pagan festivals from time immemorial have had a curious way of worming their way into                 
Christianity over the centuries. The Encyclopedia of Religion explains that "the British church           
attempted to divert the interest in pagan customs by adding a Christian celebration to the calendar                   
on the same date as Samhain [the ancient Celtic name for the festival that eventually would be     
renamed Halloween]. "The Christian festival, the Feast of All Saints, commemorates the known and 
unknown saints of the Christian religion just as Samhain had acknowledged and paid tribute to the 
Celtic deities” (1987, Vol. 6, p. 177). 
 
How did this strange turn of events come about—the Catholic Church transforming an ancient          
pagan festival into one to honor deceased saints? The 1913 edition of The Catholic Encyclopedia 
records this about All Saints' Day: "In the early days, the Christians were accustomed to solemnize 
the anniversary of a martyr's death for Christ at the place of martyrdom. In the fourth century,          
neighboring dioceses began to interchange feasts, to transfer relics, to divide them, and to join in a 
common feast. Frequently, groups of martyrs suffered on the same day, which naturally led to a joint 
commemoration. 
 
"In the persecution of Diocletian, the number of martyrs became so great that a separate day could 
not be assigned to each. But the Church, feeling that every martyr should be venerated, appointed a 
common day for all. [Eventually] Gregory III (731-741) consecrated a chapel in the basilica of St.    
Peter’s to all the saints and fixed the anniversary for November 1

st
" (Vol. 1, p. 315). Pope Gregory's 

choice of November 1
st
 for this celebration was significant. Author Lesley Bannatyne explains: "That 

the date coincided with Samhain was no accident: the Church was still trying to absorb pagan           
celebrations taking place at this time… "Villagers were also encouraged to masquerade on this day, 
not to frighten unwelcome spirits, but to honor Christian saints. On All Saints' Day,  churches 
throughout Europe and the British Isles displayed relics of their patron saints. Poor churches could 
not afford genuine relics and instead had processions in which parishioners dressed as saints,               
angels, and devils. This religious masquerade resembled the pagan custom of parading ghosts to 
the town limits. It served the new church by giving an acceptable Christian basis to the custom of              
dressing up on Halloween. "In addition, the Church tried to convince the people that the great              
bonfires they lit in homage to the sun would instead keep the devil away…” (Halloween: An                 
American Holiday, An American History, 1998, pp. 9, 11). 
 
Later a second celebration, All Souls' Day, was instituted on November 2

nd
. Eventually these two 

holidays merged into the present observance on November 1
st
, which was also called All Hallows' 

Day. The name of All Hallows' Even (evening) for the 
night of October 31

st
 evolved into the name                           

Hallowe'en, or Halloween as it is called today. 
 
https://www.ucg.org/the-good-news/how-did-a-pagan-                                                                            
holiday-become-a-christian-celebration 
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Why Black and Orange at Halloween?    
                                                                                                                                                                 
Like trick-or-treaters and haunted houses, the color combination of black and orange is instantly 
synonymous with Halloween. Every October these hues start to pop up in the form of lawn                   
decorations, costumes, and candy offerings at the grocery store, signaling the start of the             
spookiest season of the year. Though it’s widely accepted that black and orange are the official 
colors of this holiday, you may be wondering why those two specific ones were chosen. 
 

The full story starts 2,000 years ago, when the origins of Halloween began. According to                    
History.com, this holiday can be traced back to the ancient Celtic festival of Samhain, which took 
place in an area spanning modern day Ireland, France, and the United Kingdom. The festival            
developed as a precursor to the new year, which for Celts began on November 1

st 
and anticipated 

the beginning of long, cold winters that would result in many deaths. 
 

Because of these grim associations, the Celts held the belief that the night before the new year, 
the worlds of the living and dead became blurred. They celebrated Samhain the night of October 
31, the date when ghosts were believed to come back from the dead. As part of the festivities, 
Celtic priests, also called Druids, held sacred bonfires, wore costumes, and told each other’s              
fortunes to appease the gods and welcome the spirits of their ancestors. As the website Isle of  
Halloween explains, the reason we see so much black on Halloween stems from the festival of 
Samhain and its emphasis on death. The color black symbolizes death across several cultures, 
which is why it’s also prominent in Mexican celebrations of Día de los Muertos, or the Day of the 
Dead, which occurs around the same time of year. Other reasons black has stuck as emblematic 
of the holiday include its associations with nighttime, as well as black cats, spiders, cauldrons, 
bats, and similar Halloween iconography. 
 

Orange, on the other hand, offers a sharp contrast to this gloom and doom. It has been pointed             
out the deliberate choice of orange as a bright and lively color to form the “opposite” of Halloween 
black. Isle of Halloween explains that the color orange historically represents the bounty of Fall 
harvests, the changing color of the leaves, and fires that warm up the night. It is also, of course, 
associated with pumpkin carving, a Halloween tradition that came about in the 19th century when 
Irish immigrants arrived in the U.S. They had their own pastime of carving turnips and potatoes, but 
soon found pumpkins, a fruit native to America, worked much better. 
 

Even though Halloween is an ever-evolving holiday, with new trendy costumes, movies to watch, 
and festive recipes to try each year, the colors black and orange don’t seem to be going anywhere. 
With such deep historical significance tied to October 31

st
, and their widespread cultural             

connotations, it’s hard to imagine these colors could signify anything else. The good news is that it 
means our favorite black and orange decorations will never go out of style. 
 

https://www.msn.com/en-us/lifestyle/lifestyle-buzz/we-got-to-the-bottom-of-why-black-and-orange-
are-halloween-colors/ar-AAMLpcfS 
 

https://www.countryliving.com/life/kids-pets/a23932768/what-time-does-trick-or-treating-start/
https://www.countryliving.com/life/travel/g22985657/most-haunted-places-in-america/
https://www.history.com/topics/halloween/history-of-halloween
https://isleofhalloween.com/halloween-colors-and-their-meaning/
https://www.bustle.com/articles/182109-why-are-orange-black-halloween-colors-the-symbolism-behind-this-tradition-might-surprise-you
https://www.bustle.com/articles/182109-why-are-orange-black-halloween-colors-the-symbolism-behind-this-tradition-might-surprise-you
https://www.history.com/news/history-of-the-jack-o-lantern-irish-origins
https://www.countryliving.com/food-drinks/g33265688/halloween-drinks-for-kids/
https://www.countryliving.com/entertaining/a40250/heres-why-we-really-celebrate-halloween/
https://www.countryliving.com/diy-crafts/g1370/outdoor-halloween-decorations/
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Why Bats at             
Halloween? 

 
Signs of the Season 
by Tara Thomson 
 
With the spookiest of all holidays right around 
the corner, have you ever wondered how certain 
animals became  associated with Halloween? 
Why do kids not dress up as snails or slugs or 
other bugs? Why is it that bats are the creepy 
representatives of this holiday? 
 

The connection between bats and Halloween 
may seem natural. Bats are generally nocturnal 
and they drink blood, right? Well, not exactly. 
There are three species that feed primarily on 
blood (the “vampire” bats) while the remaining 
1,300 species feed on things like insects,          
rodents, and nectar. These vampire bats are 
where the group as a whole got their connection 
to Halloween. 
 

When these bats were first observed lapping up 
the blood of cattle in Central and South America, 
they were quickly given the label of “vampires.” 
This idea was made concrete when Bram            
Stoker’s Dracula (1897) depicted vampires 
shapeshifting into bats. Another unfortunate           
association bats have going for them is one with 
witches. It is believed that witches worshipped 
horned figures with wings—possibly bats?         
Furthermore, it is said that witches used bat 
blood in their “flying” concoctions. 
 

Read the full article at: https://
sycamorelandtrust.org/2015/10/bats-halloween/ 

A vampire is the second  

favorite costume of 

Americans to dress up  

as at Halloween. 

 

A True Ghost Story 
In 2011, I was working 
nights as a nurse in a   
Texas children’s hospital. 
Around 2:00 a.m. I was the 
only one at the back          
nurses’ station. I looked up 

from charting and saw a little girl, probably six 
or seven, standing in a corner. She had ash-              
blond hair and was wearing a white nightgown. 
I couldn’t tell if she was crying or not, so I  
headed to the front station where the other five 
nurses were hanging out. I asked if anyone 
knew who she was. They immediately stopped 
their conversation, and the charge nurse just 
smiled and said, “Oh, you’ve seen out ghost!” 
Everyone else there nodded, as they knew    
exactly what she was talking about. It was               
almost like I’d passed some sort of rite of              
passage! ~ Nicolas McIntire 

During the day,                                                     

I don’t believe in ghosts. 

At night, I’m more open-minded.              

Anonymous 

What’s Your Favorite Halloween Candy? 
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October crept up on us! 

The Youth Group is hosting their 5th
 annual  

Trunk or Treat  
October 23rd at 4:00 p.m. 

Don’t miss the fun where children safely trick or treat from the 

trunks of OUR decorated vehicles in the church parking lot.                

The youth need  YOUR help!  

We need trunks for the children to trick or treat out of for Trunk or Treat!   
Please contact Traci Angel at 775 721-5495 with any questions or to sign up your Trunk!  

All youth who are in the 6
th 

through 12
th
 grade are welcome to join youth group!  

We meet every 2
nd

 and 4
th
 Thursday nights from 6:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m.   

If you know anyone who is interested or has any questions,  
please call Traci Angel at 775-721-5495. 

STITCHERS meet in Friendship Hall 
the second and fourth Tuesday of each 

month at 9:00 a.m. to noon. 
 

No experience is required. Just come 
and enjoy the fellowship and fun! 

 

Check out this video about quilting! 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=CEFPJb9HqKA 
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE! 
 

FIREFIGHTERS/PEACE OFFICERS  
Andy Steyn, Brian Hillenbrand, Tina Sherman, 
Mark Dickens, John Gould, Michael Gould, 
and Jason Wildblood. 
 
SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES  
Raelynn Norman (niece of Judy McPhail),              
Matthew Russell (nephew of Judy McPhail),                     
Brandon Luterick, Heather Joyner (Johnson), 
Peter Elverum, Sarah McGee, Bryce Stimpka.  
Olivia Lesperance, John Duffy (nephew of             
Sharon and Tom Gesick), and Justin Snowden.  
 

AIDS Awareness Month,               
observed every October,                
supports educational campaigns 
that disseminate science-based, 
factual, and clear information to 
youths, at-risk people, and the 
general public. With over 37                
million  people living with HIV worldwide, public 
information about its prevention, transmission, 
and treatment must be accurate and widely               
available.  
 
 

October is Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and 
Transgender (LGBT) History Month in the         
United States. It was first observed in 1994.  
October was selected because it coincides 
with National Coming Out Day on October 11

th
, 

and because it is the month of the first March on 
Washington for Lesbian and Gay Rights in 
1979.  

  
 October is… 
 

 German-American    
 Heritage month 
 

 Domestic Violence  
 Awareness Month 
 
 

Down Syndrome Awareness Month  
 

Dyslexia Awareness Month  

Global Diversity Awareness Month  

National Crime Prevention Month  

National Polish-American Heritage Month  

National Stop Bullying Month  

National Sudden Infant Death Syndrome  
Awareness Month  
 

Vegetarian Month  

Breast Cancer Awareness Month 

Nevada Day is a legal            
holiday in the state of           
Nevada. It commemorates 
the state's October 31, 
1864 admission to the           
Union. The first known            
observance of Nevada 
Day was by the Pacific 
Coast Pioneer society  
during the 1870s. The           
Nevada Legislature           
established it as a state 
holiday in 1933. Wikipedia  

Charles (Chuck) Lacugna 

Husband, Father, Grandfather, and                  

Great-Grandfather 

February 7, 1935 to May 20, 2021 

on 

Saturday, October 16
th
  

at 1:00 p.m. 

Carson Valley United Methodist Church 

1375 Centerville Lane 

Gardnerville, Nevada 89410 

775 782-4600 

https://www.apa.org/pi/lgbt/resources/coming-out-day
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nevada_Day
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Lord, give us a sign.  


