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NEWSLETTER

These words from Psalm 90 seem fitting as we live into 
a time of utter disorientation, personally and societally. 
The world we knew last week is not the world to which 
we awoke this morning, and next week’s world may feel 
light years from today’s. Feeling disoriented, asking “how 
long?” and pleading for compassion are all appropriate 
responses! But notice that the Psalmist goes on to remind 
us that our lament is not the whole story. Amid any and all 
disorientation, the one consistent factor is God’s steadfast 
love. That is solid and unchanging. Which means there is 
still reason to rejoice and be glad.

This current, disorienting COVID-19 pandemic has 
led me to many wonderful conversations with the 
congregational council, the members and associates at 
St. Paul’s, and with my friends and colleagues serving 
Christ’s Church across the country. I’ve been giving 
lots of thought to what needs reframing in our life as 
Christ’s Church for the sake of vital ministry and witness 
to the gospel. What if this experience of disorientation 
becomes a catalyst for reframing key understandings 
about WHO we are as Christ Church, WHY we do what 
we do as Christ’s Church, and HOW we live and engage 
the world as Christ’s Church? 

Trusting that nothing is wasted in God’s economy, this 
time of disorientation may be a powerful tool for the 
Spirit’s innovation in our life as the church, inviting us to 
live and think in ways we never imagined.

In closing, THANK YOU for your powerful ministry 
during these extraordinary, disorienting times. May the 
Spirit continue to reform and reframe us together, so that 
we might more fully become the church most needed for 
the life of the world.

Addition Notes From Pastor Chad:  

During the COVID-19 pandemic, please know that I 
am still available to ‘visit’ via a phone call or electronic 
communication. While the pandemic is going to prevent 
non-emergency, non-critical pastoral visitation, I will 
endeavor to stay in touch with each of you and ‘check 
in’ via phone. Also, St. Paul’s Office Assistant, Brette 
Elander, is creating platforms by which we can stay 
connected as a congregation AND stay connected to the 
greater community.

I understand many within our congregation do not use 
social media platforms like Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, 
etc. and have no intention on doing so now. I respect and 
honor your decision concerning this. The intention in 
utilizing social media is NOT to force you to get ‘wired’ 
and all ‘tech-y’ when you don’t want to. The intention 
is to keep St. Paul’s Lutheran Family connected to 
the Carson City / Dayton / Minden - Gardnerville 
communities, as ‘Shelter in Place’ orders will prevent 
both you and me from being out and about in person. 
Members & friends of St. Paul’s will receive regular 
communication via email, phone calls, and the regular 
mail--these avenues will not be replaced by our signing up 
onto new, social media accounts. 

Grace Notes
by Pastor Chad Adamik
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Turn, O Lord! How long? 
Have compassion on yours servants! 
Satisfy us in the morning with your 
steadfast love, so that we may rejoice 

and be glad all our days.

(Psalm 90)
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GRACE NOTES cont. 

During this time of upheaval, we must resist the 
temptation to turn inward and self-focused. St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Family is a community of faith, brought 
together as a family—as a family sent out by the 
Holy Spirit into the world! May we not loose sigh of 
our mission, even during this time of fear, anxiety, 
frustration, and social isolation.

As of my writing this (Friday, March 20), no northern 
Nevada community is under a ‘Shelter in Place’ order. 
(however, we may be by the time you are reading this). 
At any rate, we at St. Paul’s discourage in-person visits 
during church office hours—at least through the end 
of April. 

Please ‘visit’ by phone or through other electronic 
communication. 
 
Office hours: Mon. thru Fri. 9am — 2pm (PDT) 

(unless Carson City Reno are under ‘Shelter in Place’ 
orders, in which the office will be CLOSED)

“Stay safe—and stay connected through ‘virtual’ 
means!”

In Faith, 
Pastor Chad Adamik

If you would like to be included 

in the monthly newsletter 

list of birthdays and wedding 

anniversaries, please notify Brette 

either by email (stpaulcarson@gmail.com), 

phone 775 882-3020, or simply slip a note 

through the mailbox slot in the church 

office door.

NOTE

St Paul’s April
Birthdays & 
Anniversaries

	 Pat	Thunder
2	 George	Hamilton
3	 Nellie	Revelle
4	 Gloria	Randle
5	 Colin	McPhail
5	 Kelley	Hopkins
6	 Susan	Bunker-Niles
6	 Emily	Gould
6	 Mark	Marsh
11	 Florence	Bilderback
12	 Mary	Burgeson
12	 Austin	O’Kelley
16	 Greta	O’Kelley
17	 Kay	Elverum

17	 James	Johnson
17	 Andrew	Moltz
17	 Stan	Pesis
17	 James	Kennett
18	 Jaklyn	Anderson
18	 Ann	Dallas
18	 Jean	Stokke
19	 Elizabeth	King
23	 Oscar	Anderson
23	 Wilma	Hooker
24	 Pat	Thunder
27	 Tara	Macchiarella
28	 Ferol	Arnold
28	 Dale	Randle



|  3  |

A Pastoral Letter Regarding COVID-19

March 6, 2020

Dear Members & Associates of St. Paul’s Lutheran Family,

Today, March 6, 2020, various news sources announced that a case of COVID-19, or the ‘coronavirus’ has turned up in 
Reno / Washoe Valley. As various media fill our consciousness with concern about coronavirus, this can be a confusing 
and frightening time as we try to figure out how to respond as individuals, families, and as a congregation. It is both wise 
and appropriate to be concerned about the spreading of this coronavirus and to take reasonable precautions as we gather 
for worship and other meetings. The healing ministry that Jesus modeled for us certainly includes basic care for one 
another as well as care for ourselves. As we engage this care, there are at least three things that I would encourage us to 
keep in mind.

1. It is seldom helpful or productive to let fear form the foundation of our responses in time of concern or crisis. 
Fear is normal, of course. It is important to acknowledge it to ourselves and to one another. Even a cursory reading 
of the psalms confirms this. But letting fear shape our decision making seldom results in good decisions. Making 
decisions about how your faith community will live together during this time should be done together—pastor, 
council, and members / associates of St. Paul’s. Any decisions made should be done based on facts and the fullest 
information possible. Two excellent sources for this information are the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) and the World Health Organization . Members of the council executive committee and I also think that it 
would be helpful to invite local resource people from medical professions or the public health department to meet 
with us. That way, they would be able to assist in our mutual decision-making about implications of COVID-19 for 
our gatherings and ministry with  
one another.

2. It is important to continue to gather for worship. If you are sneezing, coughing, or running a fever, you should 
stay home and take care of yourself, contacting your doctor if symptoms persist. Gathering for worship, singing, 
receiving the Eucharist, and being with friends all support our wellness and can even help assuage our fears as we 
hear and experience the presence of the crucified and risen Christ among us. When gathered, we should all follow 
practices that reduce the spread of germs and help people to feel safer. Helpful guidance in this regard is provided 
in a document provided by ELCA worship staff and available on the ELCA website, «Worship in Times of Public 
Health Concerns”: The link to this document can be found below. Copies of this document have also be printed 
and can be found either in the narthex or in the church office.

https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Worship_in_Times_of_Public_Health_Concerns.pdf

3. The call of the Gospel and the long history of the church suggest that during times of crisis Christians do not only 
think of or tend to their own health and well-being, but also to the health and well-being of others, including 
and especially those who may be isolated or marginalized in some way. In other words, this is also a time to love 
our neighbor, including those who are fearful, sick, or confused by the situation. For example, this might be a good 
time for congregation members to check in by phone with other members and neighbors who may be particularly 
vulnerable to COVID-19 or any other seasonal illness.  

As an ELCA bishop has put it, “the love of God becomes incarnate in a congregation that actively cares for each other 
and for others, especially in a time of greater anxiety and risk.”

Finally, we pray, when we are apart and when we are together. This prayer, written by The Rt. Rev. Diane Jardine Bruce, 
Episcopal Bishop Suffragan, Diocese of Los Angeles (the next to last sentence of which was added by an ELCA bishop 
and which I further edited) may be a helpful guide for our personal and public prayers during this challenging time:

Holy and gracious God, give us the strength to meet the health crisis looming around us. Enlighten researchers that they may 
discover the right vaccine against this disease. Guide the doctors, nurses and all medical technicians working with those who are 
infected to take correct actions for their care. Protect all medical staff and family or friends caring for those who are ill. Bring 
together the governments and governmental agencies around the world to work together to eradicate this health threat. Guide our 
faith community as we care for one another, for ourselves, and for our neighbor.  All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

God’s peace, 
Pastor Chad Adamik
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Greetings from WELCA, and here’s 
hoping everyone is well and happy! It’s difficult in these 
times, but we have to remember God will watch over us. 
Trust in Him. Things will get better. 

The Chili Cook-off was a really big success! There 
were eleven chilis for up judging. Hope Chowanski 
and her assistants did a great job helping us sample 
each one of them. And Hope was a marvelously funny 
and terrific emcee. She even carried Tums and other 
stomach remedies for those who had sampled too many 
chilis. Winners were chosen for 1st place and the People’s 
Choice award. Additional prizes were given to the other 
contestants who had entered their chilis.

WELCAWELCA
CHILICHILI
COOK-OFFCOOK-OFF

The raffle and silent auction raised $600 plus for both 
events. A free-will offering was also given, making this 
fun night a lucrative one as well!

Dave Lingensjo and the McPhail Family Singers 
entertained us with songs from the stage and screen. 

May God bless all of you at St. Paul’s and  
be well.

Renee Woslum, Vice President 
WELCA 
St. Paul’s
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St. Paul’s Confirmation 
Experience 
St. Paul’s “Confirmation Experience” 
is well under way. The “Confirmation 
Experience” is facilitated by Pastor Chad Adamik and 
Deanna Fine. If you are interested in learning more 
about this faith formation experience for students in 
grades 7 through 9 (ages 12-15), please contact Pastor 
Chad at 775 882-3020 or at chad.adamik@gmail.com.

Lectionary Bible  
Study NEWS
Pastor Chad’s Lectionary-based Bible 
study is held every Friday morning. 
The lectionary is the prescribed Bible reading for our 
Sunday worship service. The idea is to gather and 
study these Bible readings ahead of the service! The 
Friday morning group meets from 10:00 a.m. to 
11:00 a.m.

The LEE Group
“The LEE Group,” which we commonly define 
as “Lutheran Eager Eaters,” was originally “Life 
Enrichment for Everyone.” The purpose is to provide 
an opportunity for Lutherans in the “grandparents 
generation” to meet on a regular basis for fellowship 
and enrichment. Our meetings are held on the 
first Thursday of each month at 11:30 a.m. from 
September through June.

Please consider joining St. Paul’s Stitchers quilting 
group. They meet on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each 
month from 9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. in Friendship 
Hall. EXPERIENCE IS NOT REQUIRED. 
Stitchers will be happy to show you what needs to be 
done. The Stitchers are busy working on all sorts of 
projects. They make beautiful quilts as well as make 
and deliver lap robes to various senior assisted living 
homes and convalescent centers in Carson City. The 
seniors are so happy and appreciative to receive these 
gifts.

The Vocal Choir
St. Paul’s choir meets for rehearsal every Wednesday 
evening at 6:00 p.m. Please join us and “Make a joyful 
noise unto the Lord!”   

NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY!

The “Stitchers” 
Quilting Ministry 

Please consider joining St. Paul’s Stitchers 
quilting group. They meet on the 2nd 

and 4th Tuesday of each month from 9:00 a.m. to 
11:30 a.m. in Friendship Hall. EXPERIENCE IS 
NOT REQUIRED. Stitchers will be happy to 
show you what needs to be done. The Stitchers are 
busy working on all sorts of projects. They make 
beautiful quilts as well as make and deliver lap robes to 
various senior assisted living homes and convalescent 
centers in Carson City. The seniors are so happy and 
appreciative to receive these gifts. 

St. Paul’s Prayer Partners 
We have created a list of St. Paul’s members who 
would like to be notified when there is a prayer request 
for a member or someone close to a member. If you 
would like to be notified at those times, so that you 
can add your prayers, please leave your e-mail address 
in the church office. Include a note that it is for the list 
of St. Paul’s Prayer Partners.

Rummage Sale Update
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Rummage 
Sale committee has decided to postpone the annual 
“Rummage Sale”, which was scheduled for Saturday 
April 25th. The NEW date of the “Rummage Sale” 
is set for Saturday, October 17th. Please mark you 
calendars, and be on the lookout for information from 
the committee later this spring.”

April Blood Drive
Every two seconds someone in 
the United States will need blood. 
YOU can help save a life by donating 
blood at the upcoming St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Family blood drive on Sunday, 
April 19th from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
The bloodmobile will be located in St. 
Paul’s parking lot. All donors will receive an “I Bleed 
Silver and Blue” tee shirt as a thank you for donating 
blood. To make a life-saving appointment, call  
775 785-6644 or go online to BloodHero.com to 
locate a drive. 

Use sponsor code: St Paul’s. 

Thank you!

Jessica Tischler, Donor Recruitment Representative 
Direct 775 785-6611 | Cell 775 815-1404 
Fax 775 324-6480 
Vitalant, 1125 Terminal Way, Reno, NV 89502 
United Blood Services is now Vitalant.
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Stewardship News
“Not in the dark of buildings confining, 
Not in some heaven light years away 

Here in this place the new light is shining 
Now is the kingdom, and now is the day, 

Gather us in and hold us forever, 
Gather us in and make us your own, 

Gather us in, all peoples together, 
Fire of love in our flesh and our bone”

Last verse of the song “Here in This Place” 
Text by Marty Haugen

This was our opening worship song 
on March 15th Sunday service.  Shortly 
after, the Church Council made a wise, but difficult 
decision to postpone two weeks of church services 
and all church meetings until April 4th because of the 
infectious virus spreading throughout our communities, 
nation and world. It seems to many of us that fear has 
taken control of us and our neighbors.

We have been introduced to a new concept of “social 
distancing” when for so many of us come to church to 
experience closeness to one another and worship God 
who has called us to a life of wholeness in His  
redeeming love.

In all that is happening around us, we talk about a 
life of Stewardship. We believe that we are freed in 
Christ to serve and love our neighbor. In the current 

reality of our world, how do we respond to God’s 
call to serve? How can we faithfully steward the 
gifts God has so abundantly given us?

Last fall, our Stewardship tree was covered in 
bright colors of fall leaves, each with a gift that 

God has given us or something we are most 
thankful for. Once again, during Lent, 
our Stewardship tree is winter bare. In the 
coming weeks, small flowers will be slowly 

added as the gift of ourselves with our time 
and talents are “blossoming.”  Finally, the gift of 

our financial contribution will be committed as a burnt 
offering.  

As our thoughts begin to turn to an Easter Celebration, 
the Stewardship Team asks that you prayerfully consider 
how you may answer God’s call of service both inside and 
outside of our church walls.

May the “Fire of Love” burn brightly in our hearts.

The Stewardship Team

Keeping Busy
Here we are, in this strange and frightening world of the 
Covid-19 pandemic. Who ever imagined that we couldn’t 
even go to church?  Since most of us are obliged to stay at 
home as much as possible, it’s only a matter of time before 
boredom and “cabin fever” set in. Keeping busy with tasks I 
normally don’t have time to get to is my way of coping.

The crisis has made starkly real some of the issues that LEAN 
and others have been talking about for a long time. Universal 
affordable health care could enable a more effective response 
to disease outbreaks. We know there are people right now who 
may have the coronavirus but are afraid to seek care or testing 
because they fear the cost. We know there are workers who go 
to work sick because they have no paid sick leave. We know 
these workers are obliged to put others at risk in order to feed 
their families. Some workers are already in debt to payday 
lenders, and the current crisis will likely drive some of them 
back for more loans in order to survive.

We all know that housing in the state has become unaffordable 
and many struggle to pay rent in the best of times. Now, with 
no income, many households are in danger of eviction or 
foreclosure. 

LEAN has been working on these issues for years. In the last 
legislative session LEAN worked with allies to rein in payday 
lenders. It worked with ACTIONN and other groups to make 

progress on affordable housing. It supported increase of the 
minimum wage and paid sick leave for all. 

The Legislature is not in session right now, but interim 
committees continue to meet to do the data gathering and 
analysis needed for the 2021 Session. Some interim committees 
are studying the issues that are so important now. We all 
hope the crisis will have passed by February 2021 when the 
Legislature reconvenes, but we know the issues will not have 
gone away. If the structural defects in our society such as lack 
of health care and affordable housing  were not obvious before, 
they definitely are now. Citizens and legislators will be remiss 
in their duties if they fail to address them.  

LEAN exists to help this process along. Basing its policy 
positions in the ELCA Social Statements, LEAN has been 
and will continue to be a presence at the legislature. During 
the interim, LEAN is monitoring activities of committees and 
giving testimony at hearings as appropriate. Next February 
our Advocate, Bill Ledford, will be back in Carson City 
speaking on behalf of those who have been hit the hardest by 
this pandemic. So we’re keeping busy watching the interim 
committees on housing, health care, worker issues, education 
and criminal justice. 

We know that personal stories have great impact at  
legislative hearings. We invite you to share your “Covid-19 
experiences” with LEAN by emailing Bill Ledford at 
william@leanforjustice.org, or by talking to any LEAN board 
member.
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April 2020
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

 
Please note: Calendar events are subject 
to church operations during the COVID-19 
pandemic.

1 2 3 4
Church Closed Church Closed Church Closed Church Closed

5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Palm Sunday

Church Closed

Church Closed Church Closed Church Closed Church Closed Church Closed Church Closed

12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Easter Sunday

Church Closed

Church Closed Church Closed Church Closed Church Closed Church Closed Church Closed

19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Pastor’s Sabbath 
5:30 p.m.   
Chili Cook-off Meeting

6:00 p.m.  
Choir Practice 

6:00 p.m.  
Tears & Rainbows 
Support

10:00 a.m. 
Lectionary Bible Study

26 27 28           29 30 MAY             1 2
8:00 a.m.    
Worship and Communion
9:15 a.m. Kid’s Church
9:30 a.m.  
Sunday school/Confirmation
10:30 a.m.  
Worship and Communion
11:45 a.m.  
Coffee Fellowship
7:00 p.m.    
Narcotics Anonymous

Pastor’s Sabbath 9:00 a.m.  
Stitchers

6:00 p.m.  
Choir Practice 

11:30 a.m.  
LEE Luncheon/Meeting

10:00 a.m. 
Lectionary Bible Study

10:00 a.m.  
Daughters of Norway 
Board Meeting
3:30 p.m.  
Recital Rehearsal
7:30 p.m. 
Recital with Reception

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN FAMILY, ELCA CALENDAR

9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
Vitalant Blood Drive – church parking lot.

8:00 a.m.    
Worship & Communion
9:15 a.m. Kid’s Church
9:30 a.m.  
Sunday school/Confirmation
10:30 a.m.  
Worship & Communion
11:45 a.m.  
Coffee Fellowship
7:00 p.m.    
Narcotics Anonymous
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