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18 
Do not remember the former things, 

    or consider the things of old. 
19 

I am about to do a new thing; 

    now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 

I will make a way in the wilderness 

    and rivers in the desert. 
20 

The wild animals will honor me, 

    the jackals and the ostriches; 

for I give water in the wilderness, 

    rivers in the desert, 

to give drink to my chosen people[.] 

--Isaiah 43:18-20 (NRSV) 

 

 

In my experience, God seems constantly to be breaking through my barriers, into the safe confines 

of my worldview! How rude! After all, this the place where I think I have everything “figured out” as 

best as I can.  

In the passage above, I sense that Isaiah might be feeling my sense of frustration, too. God is                

always doing something new. God just won’t leave well-enough alone! What’s more, God is telling 

the prophet to proclaim this message to people who are lost, defeated, broken, and in exile. Isaiah 

43:18 reads, “Do not remember the former things…”. This is another way to tell the people that their 

closed minds, their limited imaginations, their attitudes of “things have always been this way” or “this 

is the way we’ve always done things” are blinding them and will keep them from seeing what new 

things God is up to and how God is planning on using them.  
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As we leave the season of Easter, we still proclaim Christ’s resurrection. “Resurrection” is not  

simply “resuscitation”—the reanimating of a dead body. “Resurrection” is about newness. Have you 

noticed that in the resurrection stories from the Gospels, the risen Christ is never recognized at first 

sight? Not by the women at the tomb, nor by his disciples, nor by others who knew him before the 

crucifixion. To be a “resurrection” people is to both proclaim that “Christ is Risen, Indeed!” and to  

expect this risen Christ to appear—unannounced—in a visage we do not recognize at first glance. 

At the Sierra Pacific Synod Assembly, held via Zoom on May 6
th
 – 8

th
, a new bishop was elected. 

The Rev. Dr. Meghan Rohrer, a pastor in San Francisco and a chaplain with the San Francisco  

Police Department, was elected on the fifth ballot. When bishop-elect Rohrer is installed as bishop, 

on Saturday, September 11
th
, they will also become the first transgendered person to serve as a            

Lutheran bishop. More about Bishop-elect Rohrer appears in this newsletter. This is a significant 

moment in Lutheran history:  for the first time, our bishop will not use either the male “he/him” or the 

female “she/her” pronouns but, instead, will use “they/them” pronouns, Bishop-elect Rohrer does 

not identify as either “male” or “female”; this is what is called “non-binary”.  

Siblings in Christ, this is a ground-breaking moment in our synod and in the Church as a whole, one 

in which I am elated and excited over. However, I also realize that some of you may not share in 

my excitement or elation. The election of bishop-elect Rohrer may challenge or confuse you.     

Perhaps for some of you, this may be the ELCA going a “step too far”. If this is the case, please 

know that I’m not here to chastise, criticize, or try to change your mind. I am your pastor, too. The 

Sierra Pacific Synod of the ELCA is still your church. If the election of bishop-elect Rohrer          

challenges or confuses you, I only ask this: that you will allow these feelings to inspire you to notice 

all the other wonderful things God is up to that you may have missed. I know I often miss these 

things, myself. The thing is, God’s call extends to more people that you or I would expect, in more 

places than we would expect, and more often than we would expect. I close with the words of the 

Lord to Isaiah: “I am about to do a new thing…do you not perceive it?” 

If you’d like to talk with me over a cup of coffee, please hit me up! I promise to listen more than talk! 

God’s peace, 

Pastor Chad 

chad.adamik@gmail.com 

(775) 882-3020 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
Reservations are no longer required for worship                
services, and the 35-person per service limit has 
been eliminated. 
 
Masks are still MANDATORY!  
 
We look forward to seeing you back at St. Paul’s! 

mailto:chad.adamik@gmail.com


3 

 

The Rev. Megan Rohrer has been elected 
as a  bishop in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in              
America, becoming the first openly transgender                 
person in the U.S. to do so in a major Christian              
denomination. 
 
Rohrer will serve as bishop of the Sacramento-based 
Sierra Pacific synod, which encompasses close to 
200 congregations in Central and Northern California 
and northern Nevada. 
 
"I am humbled and honored, and aware that this call 
is bigger than me," Rohrer said in a speech after the 
ballots were counted on Saturday. "My hope is that 

your grandkids will call you, and your kids will call you, and your friends will call you, and ask you 
about your faith. And when they call, tell them how much you love Jesus and why Jesus's faith in 
you meant why you could have faith in me." 
 
Bishops are elected to six-year terms. 
 
Rohrer, 41, currently serves as a pastor at San Francisco's Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church 
and as a community chaplain coordinator for the city's police department. They are also well-
known for their advocacy work with homeless and LGBTQ communities in the Bay Area and on a 
national level. 
 
Though they grew up religious in South Dakota, it would be many years before Rohrer's church 
welcomed them to some degree. After coming out as lesbian while attending a Lutheran college in 
Sioux Falls, Rohrer told KALW in 2014, they were harassed by their peers, who would treat their 
identity as something to be cured. 
 
"The people who were in my religion classes with me would sing hymns when I walked by, to try to 
get rid of my gay demons. And I would just sing harmony. I didn't know what to do," they said. 
For a 2017 profile in Cosmopolitan, Rohrer spoke about how the abuse directed at their identity 
strengthened the resolve to pursue religious education "to vocalize what I knew in my gut was OK." 
After college, they began to identify as transgender, and later found acceptance at a progressive 
Lutheran seminary in Berkeley. 
 
In 2006, at a time when the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America banned LGBTQ pastors from 
serving openly, Rohrer was ordained through an "extraordinary candidacy process." Their                 
ordainment was officially recognized by the church in 2010 after the ELCA changed its policy. 
Last year, Rohrer gained some celebrity for an appearance in the fifth season premiere of Queer 
Eye, in which they lent support to an openly gay pastor in Philadelphia who was on an emotional 
journey to self-acceptance. 
 
Rohrer told NPR: "I am honored and humbled by the Synod's affirmation of my leadership skills. 
And, I am delighted that my election points to the unending love God has for Their fabulously                 
diverse creation." 
 

https://spselca.org/about-us/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dmnUM4T4FiY
https://religionnews.com/2021/05/09/lutherans-elect-megan-rohrer-first-transgender-bishop/
https://www.kalw.org/show/crosscurrents/2016-05-10/a-shepherd-finds-the-perfect-flock
https://www.cosmopolitan.com/lifestyle/a14106086/reverend-meghan-rohrer-vido/
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In-person worship services are held on              
Saturdays at 4:00 p.m. and Sundays at          
9:00 a.m. The last Saturday service is June 
12

th
. Please note: Masks are mandatory! 

 
St. Paul’s Sunday worship service is live-
streamed via YouTube. You can also find     
videos of past services on YouTube. 
 

Directions for YouTube: 
 

Click on the hyperlink or copy and paste this 
link into your web browser. 
 

The link will take you to St. Paul's YouTube 
channel where you can watch the live service.  

 

To watch recorded services, click on “Playlist” 
and then choose the Sunday service/video            
you want to watch. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCujH57tQGEsCKJhKyE8q2Lg 
 

Directions for Facebook Live 
To watch Pastor Chad’s Facebook Live      
programs, click on the hyperlink or copy and 
paste this link into your web browser. It will 
take you to Pastor Chad's Facebook page. 
 

https:/www.facebook.com/cr.adamik 
 
St. Paul’s has a new Facebook page.  
Check it out and please “like” it!    
 
https://www.facebook.com/St-Pauls-
Lutheran-Family-105799488263902 
 
 

 
 
 

St. Paul’s Annual Congregational Meeting 
will be held on June 13

th
 after the               

9:00 a.m. worship service. 

After the Annual Meeting, St. Paul's will              
resume with the 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
worship schedule. The first Sunday in 
which we return to two Sunday worship 
services is June 20

th 
. 

 

Thank you to all who have continued to                

support St. Paul’s through your generous               

offerings, tithes, and labor. 

It is very much appreciated. 

Memorial Services at St. Paul’s 
 

Ann Kauf’s memorial service will be on              
June 5

th
 at 1:00 p.m. 

 

Greta O’Kelley’s memorial service will be on 
June 12

th
 at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Jean Russell’s memorial service will be on    
July 10

th
 at 10:00 a.m. 

 

 

We are called not simply to 

communicate the gospel to 

nonbelievers; we must also  

intentionally celebrate the              

gospel before them.  

Timothy Keller 

https://www.facebook.com/cr.adamik
https://www.facebook.com/cr.adamik
https://www.facebook.com/cr.adamik
https://www.facebook.com/cr.adamik
https://www.facebook.com/cr.adamik
https://www.facebook.com/cr.adamik
https://www.facebook.com/cr.adamik
https://www.facebook.com/cr.adamik
https://www.facebook.com/cr.adamik
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4 John Gould 

4 Jennifer Russell 

10 Mackade Chambers 

13 Brynn Anna Russell 

14 Syrena Chowanski 

15 Gerald Brandvold 

15  Jay Olshen 

15 Syrena Chowanski 

17 June Bennett-Hansen 

17 Feryl Fitzgerald 

17 Michael Goetz 

21 Sue Van Koningsveld 

23 Louise Griffith 

24 Isabella Anderson 

25 Alexander Anderson 

26 Michael Gould 

26 Ronald Johns 

26 Bill Sandell 

27 Tom Gesick 

27 Charlotte LaCombe 

28  Vicki Hamilton 

28 Haiden Little 

28 Shirley O’Neill 

30 Sharon Olshen 

June Birthdays 

Thank you to the McPhail Family Singers (Judy, 

Heidi, Holly, and Hope) and Dave Lingensjo for 

always making each service at St. Paul’s a                                               

true musical delight for us all. 

2/15 Sean Jones 

3/7  Nicholas little  

3/31    Amanda Castillo  

4/13  Heidi Jones  

4/18 Joseph Little  

4/26 Hailey Jones  

5/3 Aaron Silver  

5/8 Penny Cotsonis  

5/26 Anna Silver  

Wishing all the fathers of St. Paul’s a very 

Happy Father’s Day! 
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Ten o'clock: the broken moon 
Hangs not yet a half hour high, 
Yellow as a shield of brass, 
In the dewy air of June, 
Poised between the vaulted sky 
And the ocean's liquid glass. 
 
Earth lies in the shadow still; 
Low black bushes, trees, and lawn 
Night's ambrosial dews absorb; 
Through the foliage creeps a thrill, 
Whispering of yon spectral dawn 
And the hidden climbing orb. 
 
Higher, higher, gathering light, 
Veiling with a golden gauze 
All the trembling atmosphere, 
See, the rayless disk grows white! 
Hark, the glittering billows pause! 
Faint, far sounds possess the ear. 
Elves on such a night as this 
Spin their rings upon the grass; 
On the beach the water-fay 
Greets her lover with a kiss; 
Through the air swift spirits pass, 
Laugh, caress, and float away. 
 
Shut thy lids and thou shalt see 
Angel faces wreathed with light, 
Mystic forms long vanished hence. 
Ah, too fine, too rare, they be 
For the grosser mortal sight, 
And they foil our waking sense. 
 
Yet we feel them floating near, 
Know that we are not alone, 
Though our open eyes behold 
Nothing save the moon's bright sphere, 
In the vacant heavens shown, 
And the ocean's path of gold. 
 
Emma Lazurus 
 
 

 
 
 

The birthstones for June are  
the pearl and the Alexandrite. 

In Memoriam 

 

Alice Bloyd   Evelyn Luterick 

Renee Woslum   Greta O’Kelley 

Dennis Moltz    JoAnne Zila 

Colin McPhail           Cheryl Revelle Ewing 

                              Spring is here. Green                    

                              chutes are emerging. 

                              Spring brings renewal. It                       

                              provides opportunity to       

                              GROW. 

                              St. Paul’s has come               

                              through a difficult time                  

                              with the challenges of the   

                              pandemic, and thanks to a           

                              conservative approach,  

we have been successfully resuming in-

person worship.  

God has watched over us and blessed our 

church.  

How wonderful it is to see people coming               

together again. Thanks to technology that 

coming together has taken various forms, and 

with the addition of live streaming it is possible 

to participate in worship without being                

physically in the same place. 

The efforts to communicate access to                  

vaccinations was monumental. Because of 

that effort, the sometimes confusing process 

was able to be navigated. Kudos to Brette and 

others in the congregation who contributed. 

We still have a way to go, but we can pray 

that Pastor Chad’s target of Rally Day can be 

achieved for a return to “normal”. 

Part of the return is the Congregational              

Meeting scheduled for June 13
th
 after the  

9:00 a.m. service. We were unable to have a 

meeting last year due to Covid. Much church 

business needs to be decided, so that we can 

both catch up and move forward. Participation 

is vital.  

Hope to see you there!!  ~ Joan Schultz 
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Historically, June has always been the most popular month for weddings. There are many ideas of 
why this month is so popular… 

• The month of June derives its name from Juno, the Roman goddess of marriage. It was 
thought that couples who married in June would be blessed with prosperity and happiness. 

• During medieval times a person’s annual bath (yes, you read that right — just one really              
thorough bath per year!) usually fell in May or June, meaning that June brides still smelled                  
relatively fresh. The brides would have smelled more pleasant then than before but just to be safe, 
brides carried a bouquet of flowers to hide their body odor. Hence the custom of carrying a                
bouquet when walking down the aisle! 

• On a practical note, others chose June in order to time conception so births wouldn’t interfere 
with harvest work. 

• Also, ancient tradition promoted it would be most unlucky to marry in the month of May                    
because in Roman times the Feast of the Dead and the Festival of the Goddess of Chastity both 
occurred in May. (I doubt that husbands would be too inclined to want their new partners mourning 
lost loves on their honeymoon!) 

• The real reason in today’s economy may be far more practical. If a person marries in June, he 
or she is considered to have been a married person for the whole financial year: July 1 to June 30. 
As a married person was thought to have greater obligations than a single person, the rate of                
income tax collected was lower. So by marrying in June, a lower rate of income tax would be              
applied to the year’s earnings, and a substantial refund would be received. This was traditionally 
used to defray the costs of the honeymoon. 

https://tscpl.org/weddings/say-marry-june-youre-bride-life 

 
Gary and Marla Johnson 

celebrate their June wedding anniversary on the 18th. 
 

Happy is the man who finds a true friend, and far happier is he who finds that true friend in his 
wife. Franz Schubert 
 
A happy marriage is the union of two good forgivers. Robert Quillen 
 
A successful marriage requires falling in love many times, always with the 
same person. Mignon McLaughlin 

A happy marriage is a long conversation which always seems too short. 
Andre Maurois 
 

https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/mignon-mclaughlin-quotes
https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/andre-maurois-quotes
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Congratulations to Lindsay Chowanski 

who graduated in May with her  

Associates in Arts degree from             

Western Nevada College.  

Lindsay is the daughter of  

Hope and Bryan Chowanski. 

Tiffany Wilson, daughter of David Wilson 

and granddaughter of Linda Wilson, is  

graduating with an Associates in Arts degree 

from Western Nevada College.  

She will continue her education to become a 

nurse. 

Ian Soong Thunder, son of Kenneth and Tammy Thunder and grandson of Doug 

and Pat Thunder, is graduating from the Academy of Arts, Careers and Technology, 

Reno, Nevada. 
 

April Renee Thunder, daughter of Scott Thunder (her mother is Adrienne) and 

granddaughter of Doug and Pat Thunder is graduating from Damonte Ranch 

High School, Reno, Nevada. 
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Volunteers are urgently needed for both the  
Saturday and Sunday worship services. 

 
Readers, greeters, streaming camera operators, ushers, and more.               
Contact the church office today or those folks listed below!  

Thank you in advance for your help! 

Counters: Mary DeFelice         
marenang@hotmail.com 
 
Greeters: Andrea Rud   
askinnd@yahoo.com  
 
Readers: Judy McPhail                  
ROMAC1945@outlook.com           
 
Ushers: Dave Harrell  
davidharrell93@yahoo.com                                                       

 

Stitchers meet in 
Friendship Hall 
the second and 
fourth Tuesday of 
each month at          
9:00 a.m. to noon. 

 

Invite them, they will come. Welcome them, they will stay. 

 

Thank you Nikki Rohrs for becoming                                              
St. Paul’s newest Council member. 

  
We appreciate your service to our church. 

 

Louise Griffith also recently volunteered. 
(See May newsletter) 

 

These ladies will bring a wealth of talent, 
skills, and experience to the church council. 

 

Life is for service. Fred Rogers 

The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in the service of           
others. Mahatma Gandhi 

Life’s most persistent and urgent question is: What are you doing for  
others? Martin Luther King 

mailto:marenang@hotmail.com
mailto:askinnd@yahoo.com
mailto:ROMAC1945@outlook.com
mailto:davidharrell93@yahoo.com
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Do you or someone in your family still need to 
get a Fauci Ouchie? 
 

You’re in luck! The Walmart on Marketplace has 

a COVID vaccination clinic. The wait is minimal.  
 

Get you vaccination today!   
 

775 883-6535 
 

3200 Market St. 
Carson City, NV 89706 

 

Remember: Only half of 
all Americans are vaccinated. 
 

Do your part to end this pandemic now, so life 
can return to normal! 

If you would like to 

submit an article 

to the monthly 

newsletter, please 

email it to the 

church office by 

the 20
th
 of                

each month. 

Thank you! 

Church Directories 
 

Printed church directories are                            
available upon request. 

Please call or stop by the office                         
for your updated directory 
during church office hours. 

Pastor Chad’s 

Office Hours 

Pastor Chad’s Revised Office Hours: 
Wednesdays: 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  
Thursdays: 3:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
Fridays: 11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
 
Pastor Chad is available at other times, too! 
Call the church office at 775 882-3020 to set 
up an appointment, or drive by the church to 
see if his car is in the parking lot! 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE! 
 

SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES  
Raelynn Norman (niece of Judy McPhail), 
Matthew Russell (nephew of Judy McPhail),  
Brandon Luterick, Heather Joyner (Johnson),  
Peter Elverum, Sarah McGee,                    
Olivia Lesperance, John Duffy (nephew of 
Sharon and Tom Gesick), and                                 
Justin Snowden.  
                                                      
FIREFIGHTERS/PEACE OFFICERS  
Andy Steyn, Brian Hillenbrand,                               
Tina Sherman, Mark Dickens, John Gould, 
Michael Gould, and Jason Wildblood. 

If you’d like to pick up  
communion packets for 
online worship services,  
you can do so Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday 
from 9:00 a.m. to noon. 

Please note that Brette, our Office Assistant, is in the 

church office Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 

9:00 a.m. to noon. She works from home on Tuesday 

and Thursday. Voicemail messages will be answered 

during office hours. If you have an emergency,     

please call Pastor Chad on his cell phone. 
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One Sunday morning, the pastor noticed little Alex standing in the foyer of the church staring up at a 

large plaque. It was covered with names and small American flags mounted on either side. The six-

year-old had been staring at the plaque for some time, so the pastor walked up and stood beside the 

little boy and quietly said good morning.  

“Good morning, Pastor,” Alex replied, still focused on the plaque. “Pastor, what is this?” 

The pastor said, “Well, son, it's a memorial to all young men and women who died in the service.” 

Soberly, they stood together, staring at the large plaque. Finally, little Alex’s voice, barely audible and 
trembling with fear asked, “Which service was it, the 8:15 or the 9:45?” 

Made you Laugh! 


