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GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.   
The congregation is invited to reply in places                                                

where the bold print appears. 
 

 
PRELUDE – Veni Emmanuel 15th Century French Processional arr. 
by Lee Dengler (Instrumental) 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who alone does wonders, 
who lifts up the lowly, 
who fills the hungry with good things. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
God for whom we wait, 
in the presence of one another, 
we confess our sin before you. 
We fail in believing that your good news is for us. 
We falter in our call to tend your creation. 
We find our sense of self in material wealth. 
We fear those different from ourselves. 
We forget that we are your children 
and turn away from your love. 
Forgive us, Blessed One, 
and assure us again of your saving grace. 
Amen. 
God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! 
Through the power of the Holy Spirit, 

☩ your sins are forgiven. 
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You are children of the Most High, 
inheritors of the eternal promise, 
and recipients of divine mercy. 
God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace. 
Amen. 
 

GATHERING SONG: Hymn #263 All verses 
1 Savior of the nations, come; 
 virgin's son, make here your home. 
 Marvel now, O heav'n and earth: 
 God has chosen such a birth. 
 

2 Not by human flesh and blood, 
 but the mystic Breath of God, 
 was the Word of God made flesh, 
 fruit of woman, blossom fresh. 
 

3 Wondrous birth—oh, wondrous child— 
 from his throne, a virgin mild! 
 Very God, and Mary's son, 
 eager now his race to run! 
 

4 From God's heart the Savior speeds, 
 back to God his pathway leads; 
 out to vanquish death's command, 
 back to reign at God's right hand. 
 

5 Now your manger, shining bright, 
 hallows night with newborn light. 
 Night cannot this light subdue; 

let our faith shine ever new. 
 

6 Praise we sing to Christ the Lord, 
 virgin's son, incarnate Word! 
 To the holy Trinity 
 praise we sing eternally! 
 
Text: attr. Ambrose of Milan, 340-397; Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. hymnal version 
Text © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
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FOURTH WEEK OF ADVENT – Lighting the Fourth Candle 
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. In your Son, 
Emmanuel, you have shown us your light and saved us from the power 
of sin. Bless us as we light the candles on this wreath. Increase our 
longing for your presence, that at the celebration of your Son’s birth his 
Spirit might dwell anew in our midst, for he is our light and our 
salvation. Blessed be God forever. Amen. 
 
 
ADVENT HYMN: Hymn #240 All verses 
1 Light one candle to watch for Messiah: 
 let the light banish darkness. 
 He shall bring salvation to Israel,  
 God fulfills the promise. 
 
2 Light two candles to watch for Messiah: 
 let the light banish darkness. 
 He shall feed the flock like a shepherd, 
 gently lead them homeward. 
 
3 Light three candles to watch for Messiah: 
 let the light banish darkness. 
 Lift your heads and lift high the gateway 
 for the King of glory. 
 
4 Light four candles to watch for Messiah: 
 let the light banish darkness. 
 He is coming, tell the glad tidings. 
 Let your lights be shining! 
 
Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954 
Text © 1984 Fortress Press, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
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GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace 
and might, free us from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you 
in joy and serve you always, for you live and reign with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.  

’

The Mouse’s Tale by Cindy Hansen and Bob Latchaw 

Characters and Players 

Old Granny Mouse  ̶  Shaylee 

Young Granny Mouse  ̶  Destiny 

Julie Mouse  ̶  Amanda 

Joey Mouse  ̶  Joey 

Stevie Sparrow  ̶  Dorothy  

Clarice Cow  ̶  Kelsy 

Darryl Donkey  ̶  Nick 

Stan Sheep  ̶  Hayden 

Sally Sheep  ̶  Alana 

Saul Sheep  ̶  Julius 

Mary and Joseph  ̶  Ruth and Sean 

Angels  ̶  Liam, Levi, and Emma 

Carl, Cory, and Conley Camel  ̶  Heidi, Hope, and Holly 

Three Wise Men  ̶  Penny, Anna, and Deanna 

 

 



6 
 

Pageant Hymns: 1st verse for all hymns 

Hymn #279 “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 
Hymn #277 “Away in a Manger”  
Hymn #267 “Joy to the World”  
Hymn #283 “O Come all Ye Faithful”  
Recessional  ̶  “We Wish You a Merry Christmas”  

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and 
places that yearn for God’s presence. 

A brief silence. 

Nurturing God, you give us life and care for our every need. Use the 
church’s gifts and ministries for your service, bringing your word to all 
who seek your transforming grace. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Creator God, you proclaim your boundless love for all that you have 
made. Renew barren lands, polluted waters, and melting ice caps. 
Make us servants of your creation that brings forth abundant life. Hear 
us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Righteous God, you bring down the mighty and lift up the lowly. 
Strengthen those who seek justice. Bless the work of community 
organizers, activists, journalists, and all who call our attention to 
imbalances of power. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Compassionate God, you proclaim your love and mercy. Show your 
lovingkindness to teen parents and those who are pregnant. Comfort 
any struggling with infertility and those who await test results, are in 
treatment and hospice care, and others in need (especially). Hear us, 
O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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Gracious God, you fill the hungry with good things. Bless the feeding 
ministries of this congregation and community. Guide us to share your 
bounty with those who hunger or live in poverty. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Faithful God, you stir up the hearts of those who love you. We give you 
thanks for those who, like Mary, were courageous in their witness 
(especially). Give us such courage until that day when you fulfill all 
things. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. 
Receive these prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

PASSING OF THE PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you.   
And with you, too.*   
 

*Please share a sign of peace, 
 maintaining physical distance  
(Pastor will demonstrate)  
 
 
TITHES AND OFFERINGS ARE BROUGHT FORWARD  

 
 

OFFERING HYMN: Hymn #723 

1 My soul cries out with a joyful shout 
 that the God of my heart is great, 
 and my spirit sings of the wondrous things 
 that you bring to the ones who wait. 
 You fixed your sight on your servant's plight, 
 and my weakness you did not spurn,  
 so from east to west shall my name be blest. 
 Could the world be about to turn? 
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Refrain 
 My heart shall sing of the day you bring. 
 Let the fires of your justice burn. 
 Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, 
 and the world is about to turn. 
 
2 Though I am small, my God, my all, 
 you work great things in me, 
 and your mercy will last from the depths of the past 
 to the end of the age to be. 
 Your very name puts the proud to shame, 
 and to those who would for you yearn, 
 you will show your might, put the strong to flight, 
 for the world is about to turn.  Refrain 
 

Text: Rory Cooney, b. 1952, based on the Magnificat 

Text © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by 

permission. 

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
God of our waiting and watching, 
we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives 
to the service of all your people. 
Prepare the way before us 
as we meet you in this simple meal, 
through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. 
Amen. 
 

The table is set for Holy Communion. 
 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy God, 

our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, 

in the harmonious world of your creation, 

the plants and animals, 

the seas and stars 

were whole and well in your praise. 
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When sin had scarred the world, 

you sent your Son to heal our ills 

and to form us again into one. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Remembering, therefore, 

his acts of healing, 

his body given up, 

and his victory over death, 

we await that day when all the peoples of the earth 

will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life. 

 

Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: 

as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread, 

so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth, 

that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

in your holy Church, 

both now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen.  
 
 

Lamb of God 195 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
grant us peace, grant us peace. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to Christ’s banquet.  
Feast on God’s gift of grace.  
 
 
COMMUNION  
As we commune, we sing… 
 
COMMUNION HYMN: Hymn #265, All verses 
1 The angel Gabriel from heaven came, 
 with wings as drifted snow, with eyes as flame: 
 "All hail to thee, O lowly maiden Mary, 
 most highly favored lady." Gloria! 
 
2 "For know a blessed mother thou shalt be, 
 all generations laud and honor thee; 
 thy son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold, 
 most highly favored lady." Gloria! 
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3 Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head; 
 "To me be as it pleaseth God," she said. 
 "My soul shall laud and magnify God's holy name." 
 Most highly favored lady, Gloria! 
 
4 Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born 
 in Bethlehem all on a Christmas morn, 
 and Christian folk throughout the world will ever say: 
 "Most highly favored lady." Gloria! 
 
Text: Basque carol; para. Sabine Baring-Gould, 1834-1924 

 

COMMUNION HYMN: #293, All verses 
Refrain 
 That boy-child of Mary was born in a stable, 
 a manger his cradle in Bethlehem. 
 
1 What shall we call him, child of the manger? 
 What name is given in Bethlehem?  Refrain 
 
2 His name is Jesus, God ever with us, 
 God given for us in Bethlehem.  Refrain 
 
3 How can he save us, how can he help us, 
 born here among us in Bethlehem?  Refrain 
 
4 Gift of the Father, to human mother, 
 makes him our brother in Bethlehem.  Refrain 
 
5 One with the Father, he is our Savior, 
 heaven-sent helper in Bethlehem.  Refrain 
 
6 Gladly we praise him, love and adore him, 
 give ourselves to him in Bethlehem.  Refrain 
 
Text: Tom Colvin, 1925-2000 
Text © 1969 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Most High God, 
you have come among us at this table. 
By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word, 
sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, 
through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest. 
Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
The God of hope 
fill us with all joy and peace in believing,  
so that we may abound in hope 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
through Christ Jesus for whom we wait. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG: Hymn #266 All verses 
1 All earth is hopeful, the Savior comes at last! 
 Furrows lie open for God's creative task: 
 this, the labor of people who struggle to see 
 how God's truth and justice set ev'rybody free. 
 
2 People of Israel, you heard the prophet tell: 
 "A virgin mother will bear Emmanuel"; 
 she conceived him, "God with us,"  

our brother, whose birth 
 restores hope and courage to children of this earth. 
 
3 Mountains and valleys will have to be prepared; 
 new highways opened, new protocols declared. 
 Almost here! God is nearing, in beauty and grace! 
 All clear ev'ry gateway, in haste, come out in haste! 
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4 We first saw Jesus a baby in a crib. 
 This same Lord Jesus today has come to live 
 in our world; he is present, in neighbors we see 
 our Jesus is with us, and ever sets us free. 
 
Text: Alberto Taulé, b. 1932; tr. Madeleine Forell Marshall, b. 1946 
Spanish text © 1993 and English text © 1995 Centro de Pastoral Liturgica, admin. OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is near. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE – Lift Up Your Heads, You Mighty Gates setting by 
David N. Johnson (Instrumental) 

 
 
 

We grieve with Dick Lowther on the  
passsing of his wife Judy who was called to  

her heavenly home on  
Wednesday, December 15th. 

May her memory be a blessing. 
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ST. PAUL’S VITAL STATS 
 

OFFERINGS 
 
 
 
  

 
                              

    
   11/15/2021  ̶  $735.00 
   11/21/2021  ̶  $1,402.00 
   11/28/2021  ̶  $1,567.00 
   12/01/2021  ̶  $1,375.00 
   12/05/2021  ̶  $4,071.00 
 

Please help St. Paul’s reach its weekly goals. 
 

Offering amounts include budgetary receipts. 
 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
 

To meet our 2020-2021 budget, we need 
average unrestricted donations of $4,719 per week. 

 
The Simply Giving Program is promoted by  

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 
and administered by Vanco Payment Solutions.  

If you are interested in using this service,  
or have any questions,  

please call Holly McPhail at 775 443-6639.  
You may also pick-up Thrivent forms at the church office. 

 
“For it is in giving that we receive.” St. Francis of Assisi 

 

Thank you for your continuing support of our ministry!  
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PRAYERS FOR HEALING  
Bill Sandell, surgery, Bev Steinert, upcoming cervical spine surgery, 
Susan Lowther (daughter of Karen Lowther), a knee problem, Kathy 
Edwards, a wound on her leg, Stacy Akhtar (Kathy Edward’s niece) 
COVID-19, Mary Burgeson and family, Glendanne Block, knee 
surgery, Gerry Kinder (nephew of Wayne and Cheryl Kinder and son of 
Julie Watt), massive heart attack, Mike Harrell (Dave and Ellen 
Harrell’s son), COVID-19, son-in-law John Samp, a growth on his skull 
and spine, son-in-law Dan Ranger, cancer, and daughter Vicki, Dan's 
wife, who has early onset dementia, Bev Steinert’s son-in-law (Ken’s 
brother) Larry,  cancer, Betty Clamp, Hannelore Hanke, Frank Bartlett, 
Glenn Laursen, Edward Yoho, Madelene Yoho, Fern Yoho, Maxine 
McGregor (Madelene’s sister), Norman Breuer (Mary DeFelice’s 
brother), Katherine, cancer (Susie Anderson’s sister), Holly and Trevis 
(Requested by Deon Ferguson, a friend of St. Paul’s), Richard 
Bradshaw, cancer (Ruth Fitzgerald’s cousin), and a special prayer for 
all the victims of COVID-19 and those living with devastating diseases 
and life-threatening injuries. 
 
CONTINUING PRAYERS FOR  
Wayne Opperman, Bill Sandell, Frank and Shirley Bartlett, Bev 
Gutzman, Sandy Danforth, Sarah Jevne, Carol Kalleres, continued 
health issues, Bev Steinert, ongoing vision issues, James Wilson, 
continued health issues, Mary Ann Adamik, healing, Ellen Harrell, 
medical issues, Betty Razor, healing, Debbie Revelle, healing from 
severe heart and lung disease, Maxine Bowton, Harold Nolte,            
Karen (Hone) Nolte, and Diana Johns. 
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Sunday 8:00 a.m.  
Greeter – Tim Hamilton 
Reader – Carol Arneson 
Communion Assistant: Ken Beaton 
Usher – TBA 
 
Sunday 10:30 a.m.  
Greeter – Ruth Fitzgerald  
Reader – Marla Johnson 
Communion Assistant: Nick Cotsonis   
Usher – Dave Harrell 
Acolyte – Clay Woslum  
Counters – Judy McPhail and Deanna Fine 
Live-streaming Team – Jay Olshen, Nick Cotsonis, and Deanna Fine 
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Our Worship 

Volunteers 

December 19th 
Sharon Gesick 

Lorayn Walser 

 

Musician 

Vicki Hamilton  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Join us for Faith L.I.N.K. on Sundays at 9:15 a.m.  
with a gathering in Friendship Hall for Sunday school  
opening with worship and prayer. 
 
Children’s Sunday school runs from 9:30 a.m. – 10:15 a.m. 
  
Pastor Chad leads adult Sunday school with Lectionary Bible Study 
from 9:30 a.m. – 10:15 a.m. 
 
 
The WELCA Bible Study group meets the first  
Tuesday of the month at 9:30 a.m.  
Vicki Hamilton is the leader wonderful group.  
We look forward to seeing you there. 
 
 
 
 
New Members Class  
Date and time TBA.  
If you want to become a Lutheran or simply  
refresh your knowledge of the faith, this class is for you. 
 
 
 
 
 
Today’s Coffee Hour is hosted  
by the Youth Group.  
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FYI Envelopes for Christmas staff gifts  
can be found on the sideboard  

next to the Sunday bulletins. 

STITCHERS meet in Friendship Hall 

the second and fourth Tuesday of 

each month at 9:00 a.m. to noon. 

No experience is necessary to join. 

  


