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GATHERING 
 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

PRELUDE: Aria on Jewels by Dale Wood 
 
Please join in where the text is bolded.  
 
Red Book 
 
CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS 
Page 116  
 
GATHERING HYMN: Hymn #641, All Are Welcome  
 
Kyrie – Choir and Congregation 
Page 120 
In peace let us pray… 
 
CANTICLE of PRAISE 
This is the Feast of… 
Page 122 
 
PRAYER of the DAY  
Let us pray. 
Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to 
the lowly and the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for 
justice, and perseverance in striving for peace, that in our words and 
deeds the world may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

FIRST READING: Micah 6:1-8 

 1Hear what the LORD says: 
  Rise, plead your case before the mountains, 
  and let the hills hear your voice. 



3 
 

 2Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the LORD, 
  and you enduring foundations of the earth; 
 for the LORD has a controversy with his people, 
  and he will contend with Israel. 
 3“O my people, what have I done to you? 
  In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 
 4For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, 
  and redeemed you from the house of slavery; 
 and I sent before you Moses, 
  Aaron, and Miriam. 
 5O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, 
  what Balaam son of Beor answered him, 
 and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 
  that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.” 
 
 6“With what shall I come before the LORD, 
  and bow myself before God on high? 
 Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 
  with calves a year old? 
 7Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 
  with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 
 Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
  the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
 8He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 
  and what does the LORD require of you 
 but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
  and to walk humbly with your God? 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
A time of silence follows the reading.  
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PSALM: Psalm 15 

 

Refrain 

 
1LORD, who may dwell in your | tabernacle? 
  Who may abide upon your | holy hill? 
 2Those who lead a blameless life and do | what is right, 
  who speak the truth | from their heart; R 
 3they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil | to their friends; 
  they do not cast discredit up- | on a neighbor. 
 4In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those 
who | fear the LORD. 
  They have sworn upon their health and do not take | back their 
word. 
 5They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes 
a- | gainst the innocent. R 
 
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31  

18The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, 
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, 
 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
  and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
 Those who do these things shall never be | overthrown.   
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater 
of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, 
in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God 
decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who 
believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we 
proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to 
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Gentiles, 24but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ 

the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For God’s foolishness is wiser 

than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 

 26Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise 

by human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble 

birth. 27But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God 

chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28God chose what is 

low and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing 

things that are, 29so that no one might boast in the presence of God. 30He is 

the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from 

God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31in order that, 

as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”  

Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Page 124 
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 5:1-12 

The holy gospel according to Matthew.  
Glory to you, O Lord.  
1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat 
down, his disciples came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught 
them, saying: 
 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
 5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will 
be filled. 
 7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
 8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
 9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
 10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 11“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all 
kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for 
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your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the 
prophets who were before you.”  
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

SERMON – Pastor Mike Patterson 

 

A time of silence follows the Sermon. 
 

 

HYMN of the DAY: Hymn #728, Blest Are They 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
Page 127 

PRAYERS of INTERCESSION 
Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in 
need. 

 
A brief silence. 

 
Cultivate humility in your church. In gatherings of every size, teach us to 
boast only in the cross. Shape your church to be people of kindness, 
generosity, and justice. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
The foundations of the earth bear witness to your faithfulness; the 
mountains and hills echo with your holiness. When we mistreat your 
creation, show us the error of our ways. Inspire us with reverent awe to 
honor all you have made. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
You make foolish the wisdom of the world. Raise up honorable leaders who 
seek justice, love mercy, and pursue peace. Frustrate plans that are corrupt, 
wicked, and self-seeking. Prosper the work of peacemakers (local and 
international reconciliation efforts may be named). Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
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Bless all whom the world rejects. Accompany those who are regarded as 
foolish, weak, low, and despised; reveal your power and presence at work 
where it is least expected. Give your life, strength, and wisdom to all in need 
(especially). Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
As with your people Israel, remind this congregation of your saving acts. 
Remind us how your faithfulness brought us through difficulties and 
sustained us despite our weaknesses. Establish the cross as the center of 
our life together. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 
Praise to you for your blessed saints in every time and place (especially). 
Trusting you accompanied them in poverty, persecution, and in every trial, 
we trust you abide with your people always. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and 
power revealed in Christ crucified.  
Amen. 
 
INSTALLATION OF NEW MEMBERS  
 
PASSING of the PEACE  
 
TITHES and OFFERINGS ARE BROUGHT FORWARD  
 
The table is set for Holy Communion. 
 

OFFERING HYMN: Hymn #674, Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray… 
Page 129 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
Page 129 
Holy One… 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
We praise your name… 
Page 130 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Page 134 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Lamb of God, Setting Two, Page 135 

 
Hymn #754, Jesus the Very Thought of You 

Hymn #818, O Master, Let Me Walk with You  
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Page 136 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
Page 136 
 
SENDING SONG: Hymn #551, The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve 
 
DISMISSAL 
Page 137 
 

POSTLUDE: An Irish Blessing  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 
Greeter – Louise and Greg Griffith 
Reader – Hope Chowanski 
Communion Assistant – Judy McPhail 
Ushers – Dave Harrell and TBA 
Counters – Sharon Gesick and Dave Harrell 

Acolytes – Clay Woslum and Greg Griffith 

Youth Acolyte – TBA 

Live-streaming Team – Jay Olshen, Deanna Fine,  
and Nick Cotsonis   
 
 
 

 

                           Faith L.I.N.K. meets from 10:15 a.m. to 11:15 a.m. 
                 

 
Budget Goals 

 
To meet our 2023-2024 budget, we need 

average unrestricted donations of $4,594.00 per week. 
 

Unfortunately, we are falling short of this goal! 
 

St. Paul’s depends on you to continue its ministry      
and thanks you for your support. 

 

“For it is in giving that we receive.” St. Francis of Assisi 
 

 

Our Worship 

Volunteers 

January 
Vicki Hamilton 

and  
Brita Steyn 

 

Musician 
Vicki Hamilton 
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The Simply Giving Program is promoted by  
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 

and administered by Vanco Payment Solutions. 
  

If you are interested in using this service,  
or have any questions, please call Holly McPhail at 775 443-6639.  

You may also pick up Thrivent forms at the church office. 
 

PRAYERS FOR HEALING  
Angelo DeFelice; David Lingensjo, knee surgery; Eric McPhail (Colin 
McPhail’s nephew) in hospice for cancer; Brita Steyn’s granddaughter born 
prematurely; Vera Logie, Tom, a friend of St. Paul’s; Patricia Rickard, 
mother-in-law of Shirley Rickard, stage-4 lung cancer; Joan Yeskie; Mike 
Harrell (Dave and Ellen Harrell’s son), COVID-19; son-in-law John Samp, a 
growth on his skull and spine, and daughter Vicki Ranger, early-onset 
dementia; Glenn Laursen; Edward Yoho; Madelene Yoho; Fern Yoho; 
Maxine McGregor (Madelene’s sister); and a special prayer for all those 
living with devastating diseases and life-threatening injuries.  
 
CONTINUING PRAYERS  
Jim Kennett; Audrey Stroub, rehab from back surgery;  Bev Steinert, 
ongoing vision issues; Bob Stroub; Dick Lowther, recovery from a broken 
hip; Wayne Opperman; Bill Sandell; Frank and Shirley Bartlett; Bev 
Gutzman; Sarah Jevne; Carol Kalleres, continued health issues; James 
Wilson, continued health issues; Mary Ann Adamik, healing; Ellen Harrell, 
medical issues; Betty Razor, healing; Karen (Hone) Nolte; Hannelore 
Hanke; and Diana Johns. 
 
 
        Please pray for the people of Ukraine  
        and for all those who suffer due to  
        gun violence, genocide, famine, war,  
        bigotry, racism, anti-Semitism, and  
        civil unrest. 
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After our Sunday service on February 5th, please join us from approximately 
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. as the Call Committee and Youth Group in 
partnership host a special Coffee Fellowship Hour with an interactive 
discussion of St. Paul’s history. 
 
The meeting will be held in the sanctuary to enable a live-stream review of 
St. Paul’s journey. After a short review of each decade prior to 2018, 
concentration will be placed on the years since 2018, with an opportunity for 
participants to write post-it notes with comments and questions. 
 
Live-streaming allows those members of the congregation who are unable 
to attend in person to participate in this event. The best outcome will be 
achieved with the inclusion of as many congregants as possible.  

 
Any member who cannot attend the meeting but wishes to share memories 
and/or provide feedback is invited to send their information to our Office 
Assistant at stpaulcarson@gmail.com by February 1st.  

 
The goal of this exercise is to create a useful tool for the Call process. It will 
also be available to future pastoral candidates to learn about St. Paul’s. 
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