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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

PRELUDE: If That isn’t Love by Dottie Rambo (INSTRUMENTAL) 

 

Please join in where the text is bolded.  
 
Red Book 
 
CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS 
Page 116  
 
GATHERING HYMN: Hymn #283, O, Come All Ye Faithful, Four verses 
 
Kyrie – Choir and Congregation 
Page 120 
In peace let us pray… 
 
CANTICLE of PRAISE 
This is the Feast of… 
Page 122 
 

PRAYER of the DAY  
Let us pray. 
Eternal Father, you gave your incarnate Son the holy name of Jesus to 
be a sign of our salvation. Plant in every heart the love of the Savior of 
the world, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

FIRST READING: Numbers 6:22-27 

  22The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 23Speak to Aaron and his sons, 
saying, Thus you shall bless the Israelites: You shall say to them, 
 24The LORD bless you and keep you; 
 25the LORD make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you; 
 26the LORD lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace. 
 27So they shall put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them.     

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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A time of silence follows the reading.  
 

PSALM: Psalm 8  

Refrain (No music available) 
  
How majestic is your name in all the earth! 
 

  
1O | LORD our Lord, 

  how majestic is your name in | all the earth!— 

 2you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of 

in- | fants and children; 

  you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the 

foe | and avenger. 

 3When I consider your heavens, the work | of your fingers, 

  the moon and the stars you have set | in their courses, 

 4what are mere mortals that you should be mind- | ful of them, 

  human beings that you should | care for them? R 

 5Yet you have made them little less | than divine; 

  with glory and hon- | or you crown them. 

 6You have made them rule over the works | of your hands; 

  you have put all things un- | der their feet: 

 7all | flocks and cattle, 

  even the wild beasts | of the field, 

 8the birds of the air, the fish | of the sea, 

  and whatever passes along the paths | of the sea. 

 9O | LORD our Lord, 

  how majestic is your name in | all the earth! R             
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SECOND READING: Galatians 4:4-7 
4When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, 
born under the law, 5in order to redeem those who were under the law, so 
that we might receive adoption as children. 6And because you are children, 
God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! 
Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an 
heir, through God. 

Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Page 124 
 

GOSPEL: Luke 2:15-21 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord.  

 15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said 

to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 

taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16So they went with 

haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 

manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them 

about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds 

told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her 

heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had 

heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

 

 21After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he 

was called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in 

the womb. 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON – Pastor Mike Patterson 

 

A time of silence follows the sermon. 
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HYMN of the DAY: Hymn #634, All Hail the Power of Jesus’s Name!, 
Four verses 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
Page 127 

PRAYERS of INTERCESSION 
With wonder and thanksgiving for Christ’s coming into the world, we pray for 
the church, the life of the earth, and the whole human family. 

 
A brief silence. 

 
Holy God, you have given the church the holy name of Jesus, and in him we 
are your beloved children. Unite us in mission through the power of his 
Spirit. Make us worthy of the name we bear, the name in which we pray. 
God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Renewing God, restore your glory to the earth. Awaken humanity to our 
kinship with all living things that depend on your provision. Teach us to care 
for the earth and safeguard its treasures for those who come after us. God 
of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Peacemaking God, reconcile the nations. Lead those in conflict into 
negotiation, especially in areas of religious or ethnic strife (regions and 
situations may be named). End acts of aggression and violence carried out 
in your name. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Delivering God, rescue our siblings in any danger, especially in communities 
where disaster and disease threaten (especially). Move those in authority to 
respond with speed and compassion. We pray for the safety of first 
responders, health care workers, and all who protect us. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
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Healing God, raise up any who are bowed down with illness or sorrow. 
Deepen our care and concern for one another. We lift to you all who are 
undergoing transition in relationships, occupation, living situation, or health 
condition (especially). God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 
Saving God, redeem us and grant us eternal peace. We give thanks for the 
faithful departed who now rest in your undying love, made known to us in 
Jesus our Emmanuel. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Pondering the mystery of eternal love made flesh in Christ Jesus, we 
commend all for whom we pray to the mercy of God. 
Amen. 
 
PASSING of the PEACE  
 
TITHES and OFFERINGS ARE BROUGHT FORWARD  
 
The table is set for Holy Communion. 
 

OFFERING HYMN: Hymn #294, In the Bleak Midwinter 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray… 
Page 129 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
Page 129 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
We praise your name… 
Page 130 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Page 134 
 
COMMUNION HYMNS 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Hymn #276, Infant Holy, Infant Lowly 

 
Hymn #277, Away in a Manger, Three verses  
Hymn #269, Once in Royal David’s City, Four verses 
Hymn #275, Angels from the Realms of Glory 
Hymn #300, The First Noel, Five verses 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Page 136 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
Page 136 
 
SENDING SONG: Hymn #299, Cold December Flies Away, Three verses 
 
DISMISSAL 
Page 137 
 
POSTLUDE: Hymn #650, In Christ There is No East or West 
(Instrumental) 
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Budget Goals 
 

To meet our 2023-2024 budget, we need 
average unrestricted donations of $4,594.00 per week. 

 

Unfortunately, we are falling short of this goal! 
 

St. Paul’s depends on you to continue its ministry      
and thanks you for your support. 

 

“For it is in giving that we receive.” St. Francis of Assisi 
 

The Simply Giving Program is promoted by  
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 

and administered by Vanco Payment Solutions.  
If you are interested in using this service,  

or have any questions, please call Holly McPhail at 775 443-6639.  
You may also pick up Thrivent forms at the church office. 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 
 
 
      
 
 
 
Greeter – Judy McPhail 
Reader – Holly McPhail 
Communion Assistant – Vicki Hamilton 
Ushers – Dave Harrell and TBA 
Counters – Judy McPhail and Dave Harrell 

Acolytes – Clay Woslum and Greg Griffith 

Youth Acolyte – TBA 

Live-streaming Team – Jay Olshen, Deanna Fine,  
and Nick Cotsonis   
 

Our Worship 

Volunteers 

January 
Vicki Hamilton 

and  
Brita Steyn 

 
 

Musician 
Dave Lingensjo 
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                           Faith L.I.N.K. meets from 10:15 a.m. to 11:15 a.m. 
                                (No Sunday school today) 

 
                 
PRAYERS FOR HEALING  
Eric McPhail (Colin McPhail’s nephew) in hospice for cancer, Audrey Stroub, 
rehab from back surgery, Brita Steyn’s granddaughter born prematurely, 
Nellie Revelle, COVID-19, Vera Logie, Dave Lingensjo, knee surgery, Tom, 
a friend of St. Paul’s, Patricia Rickard, mother-in-law of Shirley Rickard, 
stage-4 lung cancer; Sharon Olshen; Dee Coughlin, Dick Lowther, a broken 
hip; Joan Yeskie, Mike Harrell (Dave and Ellen Harrell’s son), COVID-19; 
son-in-law John Samp, a growth on his skull and spine, and daughter Vicki 
Ranger, early-onset dementia; Glenn Laursen, Edward Yoho, Madelene 
Yoho, Fern Yoho, Maxine McGregor (Madelene’s sister), and a special 
prayer for all those living with devastating diseases and life-threatening 
injuries.  
 

 
CONTINUING PRAYERS  

Bev Steinert, ongoing vision issues, Bob Stroub, Audrey Stroub, health 
issues; Wayne Opperman, Bill Sandell, Frank and Shirley Bartlett, Bev 
Gutzman, Sarah Jevne, Carol Kalleres, continued health issues, James 
Wilson, continued health issues, Mary Ann Adamik, healing, Ellen Harrell, 
medical issues, Betty Razor, healing, Karen (Hone) Nolte, Hannelore 
Hanke, and Diana Johns. 
 
 
        Please pray for the people of Ukraine  
        and for all those who suffer due to  
        gun violence, genocide, famine, war,  
        bigotry, racism, anti-Semitism, and  
        civil unrest. 
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Please Join Us! 
There will be a short WELCA meeting after the church service on Sunday 
January 15th to discuss plans for our Chili Cook-off on Saturday, February 
11th. 
Much of the preparation has already been completed but a few volunteers 
are needed to help make this event a success. Your assistance would be 
greatly appreciated. 
If you cannot attend the meeting but are available to participate, please 
contact Joan Schultz. Email cc.jfran@yahoo.com 775 883-6833  
Thank you! 
 

Commemorations 
Name of Jesus 
Sunday, January 1, 2023 
By Jewish law, every baby boy was circumcised and named on the eighth 
day of life, so on the eighth day of Christmas the church celebrates this 
event in Jesus' life. The keeping of the covenant as well as Jesus' name are 
signs of God's salvation given to us through him. 
 
Johann Konrad Wilhelm Loehe, renewer of the church, died 1872 
Monday, January 2, 2023 
Loehe was a pastor in nineteenth-century Germany. Loehe's chief concern 
was that a congregation find its life in the holy communion, and from that 
source evangelism and social ministries would flow. He sent pastors to 
North America, Australia, New Guinea, Brazil, and Ukraine.

mailto:cc.jfran@yahoo.com

