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“Always, We Begin Again” 

Advent is the first season of the new Church year. As the Benedictines say, “Always, we begin 

again.” Advent is a time for new beginnings. It makes sense that we begin a new liturgical 

year with a season that invites us into hopeful anticipation. The color of the season of Advent 

is blue. The color was chosen to symbolize the joyful anticipation marking the season. A deep, 

indigo shade of blue is the color you can see right at the horizon before dawn, when the hints 

of light are turning the edges of night’s indigo into this blue; anticipating the dawning of a new 

day.  

In my experience, I have had things suddenly “dawn” on me—they come upon me and slap 

me upside my head! These sudden, “slaps” across the head often change how I see things. 

Sometimes, they change how I have been doing things. They may even change how I have 

been thinking and understanding. In much the same way, the dawning of the Word of God in 

the flesh is meant, by divine intention, to change how we see and do things, how we think, 

and how we come to understand.  

 

“Grace Notes” by Pastor Chad R. Adamik 
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This dawning is global on a moral plain: “For God so loved the world.” It is meant for global  change; 

“Go into all the world.” God’s grace does not distinguish between Christian and non-Christian, “For 

God so loved the world.” This grace for all, all upon whom the sun shines and the shadows of night 

fall, binds me to the whole of humanity and creation. Advent is the time of year when we are         

reminded, “always, we begin again”. You, I, all humans, and all creation enter into the new               

beginnings that come from God’s grace.  

This is a good reason that the dawning of Christmas is truly “Joy to the World!” for all of creation. 

God’s peace, 

Pastor Chad Adamik 

“Odds n’ Ends” from Pastor Chad 

Governor Sisolak’s COVID-19 “Pause” for Nevada: On Sunday, November 22, Nevada           

Governor Steve Sisolak issued tighter restrictions regarding pubic and private gatherings. This was 

done in response to the sharp increase in COVID-19 cases in Nevada in recent weeks.  

 

Please note that these new restrictions do not impact the way are currently doing our in-

person worship. As you may know, we now have three worship services each weekend:             

Saturdays at 4:00 PM and Sundays at 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM. We are limiting the number of   

worshippers to 25 per service. However, we have never even come close to 25 people worshipping 

at any one service; numbers range from five to eighteen. St. Paul’s has also requires temperature 

checks upon entering the building and the wearing of masks / face coverings. Furthermore, those 

who attend worship promptly leave the building at the conclusion of worship. In short, St. Paul’s is 

already meeting the new guidelines set forth by the governor, so there is no need at this time to 

make any alterations.  

 

However, if Nevada undergoes a second “lockdown”, like the one that occurred in March, then       

St. Paul’s would likely have to return to online worship only. Another factor that would impact our 

ability to worship in-person is if a person who attends worship or leads worship were to come down 

with COVID-19. So, please be vigilant; remember to check the church website, your email (inbox, 

OR your Spam box!), and your voice messages often for any news regarding the in-person worship    

services.  

 

Finally, as your pastor, I would like to strongly recommend that the council, committees, and 

small groups meet virtually (on-line, on Zoom when possible) during Nevada’s three-week 

“pause”. Martin Luther advised Christians to be obedient to governmental authorities when they 

govern morally and ethically. As of now, health officials are the ones advising our leaders to take the 

actions they are taking as a way to prevent our health care system from being overrun. These         

restrictions from the governor, I believe, fall under the ethical and moral guidelines that Luther has 

set. Furthermore, I believe faith communities like St. Paul’s are called to share witness to the Gospel 

by modeling safe and healthy practices in the larger community.  

 

Be well! As a Rabbi friend of mine tells his congregation: “Keep positive; test negative!” 

Peace, Pastor Chad Adamik 
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Advent Midweek Worship: COVID-19 has changed pretty much how we do everything, it seems. 

I’m afraid that this will be true for the upcoming Advent season. Instead of gathering at the church 

for our annual Advent soup suppers and midweek services, we will gather each week on Zoom for 

“Evening Prayer” and a time for discussion and fellowship virtually. These Advent Zoom gatherings 

will be held on Thursday evenings at 7:00 PM, beginning on December 3
rd

. Evening prayer will 

last for about 20 minutes. Then, we can take time to visit for another 20 – 30 minutes, before              

concluding. The Zoom meeting information is as follows: 

 

Topic: Advent Evening Prayer & Fellowship! 

 

Time: Dec 3, 2020 07:00 PM Pacific Time (US and Canada) 

          Every week on Thursday, until December 17, 2020, 3 occurrence(s) 

          Dec 3, 2020 07:00 PM 

          Dec 10, 2020 07:00 PM 

          Dec 17, 2020 07:00 PM 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82162734083?pwd=UERYTmlYOWxEVllSSkZNMzMvKzBaUT09 

Meeting ID: 821 6273 4083 

Passcode: 534165 

 

Christmas Eve: This year, St. Paul’s Christmas Eve service will be online only. We are hoping to 

livestream the Christmas Eve service on Thursday, December 24
th

. However, our webcam is still 

on back-order. If we are NOT able to live stream, the Christmas Eve service will be pre-recorded 

and uploaded onto the church’s YouTube channel by December 24
th
.  

 

Christmas Day: There will be NO Christmas Day service this year. However, St. Paul’s will maintain 

its weekend in-person worship schedule: Saturday (December 26
th

) at 4:00 PM and Sunday 

(December 27
th

) at 8:00 AM & 10:30 AM. Please reserve your space IN ADVANCE by calling the 

church office (775-882-3020) or emailing (stpaulcarson@gmail.com) On the weekend of December 

26
th 

and 27
th
, we will use the Propers for Christmas Day at each service.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82162734083?pwd=UERYTmlYOWxEVllSSkZNMzMvKzBaUT09
mailto:stpaulcarson@gmail.com
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Worship services 
continue to be 
broadcast by   
Pastor Chad via 
YouTube.  
Soon, services will 
be live streamed.  
 
Directions for 
YouTube 
Click on the       
hyperlink or copy 
and paste this link 
into your web 
browser. 
 
The link will take 
you to St. Paul's 
YouTube channel.  
 
Click on “Playlist” 
and then choose 
the Sunday       

service or video you want to watch.  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCujH57tQGEsCKJhKyE8q2Lg 
 
Directions for Facebook Live 
To watch Pastor Chad’s Facebook Live         
programs, click on the hyperlink or copy and 
paste this link into your web browser. It will take 
you to Pastor Chad's Facebook page. 
https://www.facebook.com/cr.adamik 

Don’t forget to call, text, or email to reserve the 
date and time of the worship service you wish to 
attend.  
 

The deadline is each Friday at 12:00 noon. 
Phone: 775 882-3020,  
Text: 775 297-5986 
Email: stpaulcarson@gmail.com 

 

Worship Services 
Saturday 4:00 PM 
Sunday 8:00 AM 
Sunday 10:30 AM 
 

All precautions are being taken to assure a healthy 

environment for worship at St. Paul’s. Reserved 

seating, temperature checks, mask wearing, and  

social distancing are all utilized to keep our dear   

members and friends safe from COVID-19. Many 

thanks to Pastor Chad and St. Paul’s COVID Task 

Force for their continued concern and diligence.  

 

Saint Nicholas of Myra, also known as Nicholas of Bari, was 
an early Christian bishop of Greek descent from the maritime 
city of Myra in Asia Minor during the time of the Roman       
Empire. Because of the many miracles attributed to his           
intercession, he is also known as Nicholas the Wonderworker. 
Saint Nicholas is the patron saint of sailors, merchants,     
archers, repentant thieves, prostitutes, children, brewers, 
pawnbrokers, unmarried people, and students in various cities 
and countries around Europe.  

His reputation evolved among the faithful, as was common 
for early Christian saints, and his legendary habit of secret   
gift-giving gave rise to the traditional model of Santa 
Claus ("Saint Nick"). Wikipedia 

Please note: There will 

be no worship service 

on Christmas Day. 

https://www.facebook.com/cr.adamik
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Early_Christianity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bishop
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Myra
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asia_Minor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Myra
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Miracle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Intercession
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patron_saint
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archery
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pawnbroker
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Early_Christian_saints
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santa_Claus
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The Birth of Jesus 
 
In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the   
entire Roman world. (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was       
governor of Syria.) And everyone went to their own town to register. So, Joseph also went 
up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David,         
because he belonged to the house and line of David. He went there to register with Mary, 
who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. While they were there, 
the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She 
wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room 
available for them. And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping 
watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of 
the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not 
be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the 
town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a 
sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger. ” Suddenly, a 
great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor 
rests.” When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one  
another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has 
told us about.” So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was 
lying in the manger. When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had 
been told them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds 
said to them. But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. The 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and 
seen, which were just as they had been told. ~ Luke 2:1-20 NIV 
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O, Come, Let Us Adore Him by Dr. Ralph F. Wilson  
 

One of our favorite Christmas carols, "O, Come, All Ye Faithful," goes 
back hundreds of years, perhaps to a Cistercian monastery. Often 
known by its Latin title, Adeste Fideles ("Come, faithful people"), this 
hymn is a call for God's faithful, joyous people to contemplate the "King 
of Angels" in Bethlehem's manger. The first verse puts out the invitation. 
"O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant! 
 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
The chorus, repeated again and again, calls us to adore Him – that is, to 
be fond of, to regard with loving admiration and devotion, and ultimately, 
to worship Him and honor Him as divine. 
 

"O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
Christ the Lord." 
 

The second verse of the Latin hymn doesn't appear in many Protestant 
hymnals, but extols Christ as the incarnate God, using phrases drawn 
from the ancient Nicene Creed. Most people today – even many      

Christians – look at the baby in the manger as a sweet Christ figure, but not really as God in Person. Verse 2         
reminds us that even in the manger –especially in the manger – this baby is God himself in human            
flesh – "Very God of Very God." 
 

Verse 3 invites the angel chorus, the mighty angel army that appeared to the shepherds outside of            
Bethlehem, to join us in adoration. 
 

"Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 
Sing, all ye citizens of Heaven above! 
Glory to God, glory in the highest..." 

 

The angel host must have felt at home worshipping before the throne of God. But when called to an obscure 
Judean hillside, they must have wondered what all the fuss was about. Then, it hit them. They were called to 
celebrate the coming of God to earth, incarnate in a newborn baby. They sang their hearts out, and we are 
invited to do the same. 
 

Verse 4 is a welcome, a greeting to the newborn King. 
 
"Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, born this happy morning; 
Jesus, to Thee be all glory given! 
 

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing..." 
 

The last line recalls the first lines of John's Gospel, "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God" (John 1:1) John observes, "And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 
and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth" (John 1:14). And 
so we proclaim in song, "Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing!" 
 

When we sing "O, Come, All Ye Faithful," we are reaffirming that the baby in Bethlehem's manger is indeed 
God in human flesh, Christ the Lord. 
 

This morning, in the church where I worship, we sang the chorus over and over as we worshipped, our voices 
joining with those of monks of long ago, of believers throughout the ages, and the angel chorus that appeared 
on Christmas morning on the hills of Bethlehem. 
 

"O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
Christ the Lord." 

 

He is worthy of all our praise! 
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December’s  Altar Flowers 

 

6 McPhails IMO Judy’s mother Julia Hall  

1st Birthday - Levi and Liam Little 

13 The Lowthers - IMO Parents and Mothers 

20 Betty Thoreson - IMO of her mother  

Edythe Rodgers 

Altar Guild  
December 5th and 6th            
Hope Chowanski and    

Heidi Jones 

December 12th and 13th         
Jere and Joan Schultz 

December 19th and 20th 
Jim and Andrea Rud 

December 26th and 27th 
Jeanne Russell 

  

13 Renee and Clay Woslum  

19 Ken and Kay Elverum  

December Birthdays 

2 Marie Boone 

3 Madaline Yoho 

10 Cody Lopez 

11 Gary Johnson 

12 Bill Anderson 

16 Mandy Chambers 

16 Jan Enders 

18 Bill Slabaugh 

18 Steve Williams 

19 Joan Schultz 

20 Nita Menveg 

21 Rick Adams 

21 Bob Chambers 

21 Carl Ewing 

23 Karrie Alexander 

24 Meghann Adams 

24 Rosette Moltz 

26 Alice Bloyd 

26 Steven Overlock 

27 Clark Russell 

30 Christopher Moltz 

Happy is the man who finds a true friend, 
and far happier is he who finds that true 

friend in his wife.  ~  Franz Schubert 

 

If you’d like to be on the birthday or anniversary 

list, please let the church office assistant know 

either by phone or email. 
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WELCA IS SHOWING GENEROSITY                   

TO THOSE IN NEED 

Last spring, WELCA was given two grants from 
Thrivent: one was to provide for the Mother’s Day 
Brunch put on by the St. Paul’s Youth Group; The 
other was to provide start-up costs for the Annual 
Rummage Sale. COVID caused both to be          
cancelled, but Thrivent encouraged us to find other 
ways we could use those funds to help causes in our 
community.   
 
WELCA Officers got Thrivent’s approval for two new 
projects. We are using one to support N.O.T.S. in 
their program to shelter the homeless. Some of the 
grant will go to St. Paul’s to cover the cost of the   
paper products used while our guests were here the 
last two weeks of November. The second grant is 
being used to support the Students in Transition 
(homeless) in the Carson City Schools. They        
provided a list of things the students regularly need, 
and we have purchased lots of socks of various    
sizes, stocking caps, shampoos, and conditioners, 
etc.   
 
When 2021 rolls around, we hope to obtain more 
Thrivent support for projects that help those in need 
in various ways. If you are a Thrivent member and 
would be willing to be a sponsor of one of those 
grants, please let WELCA President Renee Woslum 
know, and we’ll work with you to request a grant. It is 
a simple process, and we have never been turned 
down with requests we have made in the past.  

Luke 2:  8—11 

And there were shepherds 
living out in the fields nearby, 
keeping watch over their 
flocks at night. An angel of 
the Lord appeared to them, 
and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they 
were terrified. But the angel 
said to them, “Do not be 
afraid. I bring you good news 
of great joy that will be for all 

the people. Today in the town of David a Savior 
has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.” 

What a birth announcement! The most amazing 
part of this story is how God meets just regular 
“good old boys” doing their job protecting the 
sheep and are met with an angel with an        
incredible message. Their first reactions would 
be our own, “What is going on?” as fear catches 
their heart. But just as in other meetings                   
between God or his angels and people, they   
receive a calming reassuring voice in a          
message that brings joy and peace. 

A few verses later, the shepherds “hurried off” 
and go to Bethlehem to find Mary, Joseph and 
the baby. After meeting the trio, they told others 
what they had been told about the child. Those 
that heard the message were also amazed. 

At the end of a difficult year, I have read this  
Bible passage again hearing in my mind the 
voice of my grandmother when she would read 
the Christmas story to me as a child. I find     
myself clutching to the promise of “good news” 
and “great joy.”  After all, this is our                  
announcement too. 

May God be with you during this Christmas  
Season. 

Louise Griffith, The Stewardship Committee 

WELCA is preparing to help the Youth Group with 
their Christmas project this year. They have agreed 
to support two families in need and will have the   
Angel Tree set up to ask the congregation to help 
with gifts for the children. Then we will work on    
having a Christmas meal for them, along with a small 
tree. This will be a worthwhile and meaningful way 
we can provide some nice items for a couple families 
in need.   
 
I would like to encourage you to take part and give 
us a hand. It is my sincere hope that things will 
change soon with the pandemic to allow us to do 
more and have some of our normal activities.   
 
I would like to wish everyone a Happy and Blessed 
Christmas and New Year!  Renee Woslum 
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ALTAR GUILD HELP NEEDED FOR 2021 

Plans are already underway for the year 2021 

and we need your help. We have volunteers for 

every month except September and October. 

We also need one more volunteer for June to 

work with Traci Angel. There is also an opening 

for the position of Altar Guild Chairman. Please 

consider serving St. Paul’s by volunteering for 

one of these openings.  Jeanne Russell 

In November, St. Paul’s Stitchers donated 22 
children’s quilts and bags to the Advocates to 
End Domestic Violence Shelter. Our next               
donation will be after Mother’s Day in May      
unless the “Virus” interferes. 
 

We will meet Tuesday, December 8th at 9:00 
AM in Friendship Hall for our only meeting this 
month. Our next meeting will be January 12, 
2021. 
 

I hope you all have a wonderful Christmas. 
Sarah Jevne 

If St. Paul's members are interested in helping 
with the expense of caring for the homeless in 
our community, some of the items that can be 
donated are: 
    Disposable masks 
    Socks (new) 
    Hand warmers 
    Coats/jackets (used is fine if in good                 
    condition) 
    Gloves 
You can drop off the items when coming to 
church, and they will find their way to Deacon 
Craig for distribution as needed. Watch for a 
box marked NOTS (Nights Off The Streets). 
 
Thanks! 
Andrea Rud 

Chanukkah is a Jewish festival commemorating 
the rededication of the Second Temple in       
Jerusalem at the time of the Maccabean Revolt 
against the Seleucid Empire. It is also known as 
the Festival of Lights. 

Date: Thursday, December 10, 2020 – Friday,              
December 18, 2020.  

Attention Committee Leaders 

The storage area in the attic needs                    

to be cleaned up.  

Please make arrangements to come to the 

church and tidy up your committee areas          

as soon as possible.                              

Volunteers are also desperately needed to clean 

the ovens in the church kitchen . 

Thank you very much for your                                          

help and cooperation. 

Clay Woslum, Property Manager 

https://www.google.com/search?sxsrf=ALeKk01au07n20KbGeDqQDR2u39FDfAkqw:1605991190218&q=hanukkah+date&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LQz9U3MDIqN9GSyE620k8tS80rKdbPyM_JTEmstEpJLEktXsTKm5GYV5qdnZihABIAAGdp4qE2AAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjO0J6zv5TtAhULt54KHRcTAj0Q6BMoADAdegQIK
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 Christmas Around the World 
 

SWEDEN The Yule Goat has been a Swedish 
Christmas symbol dating back to ancient pagan 
festivals. However, in 1966, the tradition got a 
whole new life after someone came up with the 
idea to make a giant straw goat, now referred to 
as the Gävle Goat. The goat is more than 42 feet 
high, 23 feet wide and weighs 3.6 tons. Each 
year, the massive goat is constructed in the same 
spot. Fans can even watch a livestream from the 
first Sunday of Advent until after the New Year 
when it's taken down. 
 

ICELAND Similar to the 12 days of Christmas in the U.S., Iceland celebrates thirteen. Each night 
before Christmas, Icelandic children are visited by the thirteen Yule Lads. After placing their shoes 
by the window, the little ones will head upstairs to bed. In the morning, they'll either have received 
candy (if they're good) or be greeted with shoes full of rotten potatoes if they're bad. And you 
thought coal was a terrible gift! 
 

NEW ZEALAND Because summer falls during Christmastime for Kiwis, a number of their traditions 
center around a barbie, or grill, where families and friends gather for a casual cookout of fresh     
seafood, meat, and seasonal vegetables. The New Zealand Christmas tree is the Pohutukawa, a 
coastal species that blooms a bright-red color in December, providing shade during the sunny days 
as they sing carols in both English and Maori.  
 

IRELAND The Irish leave a tall red candle in a front window overnight, a welcoming symbol of 
warmth and shelter for the holiday season. Traditional Christmas fare in Ireland often includes 
homemade roast goose, vegetables, cranberries, and potatoes.  
 

POLAND On Christmas Eve in Poland, many families share oplatek (an unleavened religious      
wafer), each person breaking off a piece as they wish each other Merry Christmas. Dinner may not 
begin until the first star appears in the night sky and, traditionally, an extra setting is left at the table 
should someone show up uninvited.  
 

NETHERLANDS Sinterklaas is the Dutch name for Saint Nicholas, the man recognized by children 
by his long white beard, red cape, and red miter. Kids put a shoe by the chimney or back door and 
wake up on Christmas morning to find treats like gingerbread men, marzipan, and chocolate letters 
inside.  
 

BARBADOS The Christmas table in Barbados isn't complete without a baked ham decorated with    
pineapple and sorrel glazes, a rum cake, and Jug Jug, a dish inspired by the Scottish influence on 
the island combining pigeon peas, guinea corn flour, herbs, and salted meat.  
 

BRAZIL and PORTUGAL Brazilian and Portuguese families come together on Christmas Eve to 
eat dinner as late as 10 p.m. Then, at exactly midnight, they exchanges gifts, toasts, and wish each 
other a Merry Christmas. Midnight mass, Missa Do Galo (Rooster Mass), is a chance to meet up 
with neighbors and extended family to wish them well for the holiday season. The service is often 
followed by fireworks in the town square.  
 

AUSTRIA Alpine countries like Austria have a legend that a devil-like creature called Krampus joins 
their St. Nicholas festivities on December 6th. Children are asked for a list of their good and bad 
deeds: Good children are rewarded with sweets, apples, and nuts, and bad children worry what 
Krampus might bring on Christmas morning.  
 

God Jul! Gleðileg jól! Wesołych świąt Bożego Narodzenia!                                  

Feliz Navidad! Vrolijk kerstfeest! Joyeux Noel! Nollaig Shona! 

Fröhliche Weihnachten! Merry Christmas! 

http://www.barbados.org/barbados-recipes-jug-jug.htm
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When I was a young child, Christmas at my 
grandparent’s North Dakota home involved   
seven of their adult children and their families. I 
was one of twenty grandchildren at the time of 
the night I will describe---later the number 
climbed to thirty-seven.  
 
My grandparents had a “sitting room” that was 
behind double doors and that room was usually 
off limits. On Christmas, the tree was in that 
room, and there was a side door to the room 

from their study where adults could enter to place their gifts. Each family gave each child a small present, so 
that was lots of packages.  
 
First, we had our meal. Then each child recited their Christmas piece from the Sunday school programs.   
Finally, the time came to open those double doors! The tree was nearly hidden by the pile of presents, and in 
addition, that year my grandfather’s gift to his sons and sons-in-law was a set of four tires!! Those were in the 
porch attached to the sitting room. That was a huge pile of tires! As kids, we settled on the floor and were 
soon surrounded by the little gifts from our aunts and uncles and cousins. The size and cost of the gifts was 
very different from those that kids usually get today, but we were excited and happy as we opened each one.  
A fond memory.  Andrea Rud 
 
One of my best Christmas memories is this. After we decorated the tree, my mom and dad would be busy 
putting together some goodies for us. My brother, sister, and I always knew where they hid the presents. So, 
we would be sure to check those places out and know as much as we could about our presents and how they 
were wrapped, etc.   
 
Christmas Eve, after the presents were under the tree, we would get up and see the location of our            
presents. Because the next morning my dad always got out his movie camera and staged us running out from 
our bedrooms and seeing the tree and the presents. He had a library of these home movies, and they came 
pretty cool to watch in later years when we were adults. Things have sure changed when it comes to the   
holiday times.  Renee Woslum 
 
During the 2nd World War, there was a shortage in our house of food and money. My mother did her best, 
but it still wasn't enough. My father at the time was in the Navy and in the Philippines (actually hiding out in 
the mountains). At the end of the war, my dad bought a restaurant in Quincy, California and sent for my  
brother and me. Our first Christmas was like a miracle. When we woke up on Christmas Day, we both went 
into the living room and the Christmas tree was completely decorated. Next to the tree on both sides were 
two large wooden planks with toys stacked up to the ceiling. This was a Christmas I will never forget!               
Clay Woslum 
 
My Christmas memory is a funny one that I will remember forever.  
I come from a well-heeled family, and my mother overdid everything. She loved abundance. Christmas was 
no exception. She especially enjoyed making elaborate bows for her multitude of gifts and made sure only the 
best and most expensive wrapping paper was used. As usual, there was an extraordinary amount of gifts for 
me this particular Christmas. As I looked at the monumental stack of elegant gifts, an enormous box caught 
my eye. My mother said it was my “special” gift. Eagerly, I opened the box to find another box. I opened that 
box to find yet another. Like nesting dolls, there were boxes inside boxes. When I finally came to the last 
small box, I opened it with great anticipation, thinking it must be a ring from my mother’s jeweler. What was 
it? The box was empty! My mother had gotten so carried away wrapping gifts that she wrapped up a stack of 
empty boxes!  LOL!  Brette O’Connell Elander 
 
My favorite Christmas memories as a little one, I always looked forward to Christmas Eve! That was the big 
night; dressing up, going to church, and then going home and opening our gifts. Our family opens gifts on 
Christmas Eve. I can remember the build-up to Christmas Eve. The best part was picking a song and      
practicing it with my best friend Rachel. Each year was a little different, and as we grew up you could find us 
singing or helping in other ways. We were even ushers. My most favorite part of the Christmas Eve service 
was and still is Silent Night! There is something about being in the church with the lights down, holding the 
candle (even if the wax drips on your hand), singing, and watching the Christmas tree shine!  Traci Angel 
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 PASSAGES 2020     Christmas Card Campaign 

Jane Johns 

Jean Russell 

William  Rawson  

Ann Kauf 

Alana Day 

Dorman Jones 

Gwendolyn Nelson 

Dorothy Hulbert 

Joseph Johns 

 

Rest in Peace 

Please Note: St. Paul’s prayer list is published each 

week in the online and printed worship booklets. 

If you would like to join St. Paul’s Christmas 

card campaign and send cards to our elderly 

and shut-ins, please call or email the office              

for a list of names. 

Imagine how happy a card or note from you 

would make someone this Christmastide. 

Thanks! 

Celebrate Jesus 
 
“Father, Today I celebrate the reality of Your 
presence in my life. I celebrate Your birth, Your 
life, Your death, and Your resurrection. And as 
I celebrate, Lord, help me to be "God with skin 
on" to those in need around me. Open my eyes 
and let me see them as You see them! I love 
You. Happy birthday, Jesus! In Jesus’s name, 
Amen.” 
 
Mary Southerland 
 

“When someone you love becomes a memory, 
the memory becomes a treasure.” – Unknown  

Christmas To Do List 

Be present 

Wrap someone in a hug 

Send peace 

Donate food 

Make love 

Be the light 

https://www.oneplace.com/devotionals/girlfriends-in-god/the-heart-of-christmas-girlfriends-in-god-december-19-2017-11784456.html
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Christmas Angel Tree 
 

We have adopted two families in our community that are in need of Christmas. 
 
We know that this year looks so different for everyone. We will be giving each family Christmas 
gifts, a tree with decorations, and Christmas dinner. 

 
We are asking for help with the gifts for each member of the families. They have given us a list of 
items they would like, and we have put them on our trees. Yes, we have two trees this year! We 
have a virtual tree and tree set-up in the church. Each tree has angels with a name and item. 
 
Church Tree - You will find the tree and sign-up chart as you enter the church doors. Once you 
pick your angel, please put your name on the chart.  
 
Virtual Tree - Please let Brette know what angel you are interested in, and she will update the 
chart. 
 
Ways to Shop - We know with this year shopping looks different as well. If you would like to shop 
online, you can have the gift sent right to the church. If you would like the youth group to shop, 

you can send a donation to the church, and the youth will shop for 
you.  
 
These two options mean you do not have to leave your home while 
still helping bring cheer to those in need. If you are going out and 
about to shop, please bring your wrapped gift with the angel name 
attached to the church by Sunday, December 13

th
.  

 
If you have any questions please, contact Traci Angel                  
@ 775-721-5495.  
 
 

Youth group meetings are held the 2
nd

 and 4
th

 Wednesday of the month from 6:00 PM until 
7:30 PM. All youth who are in 6

th
 through 12

th
 grade are welcome to join! 
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Youth Group members helping out at the FISH food bank. 



15 

St. Paul members Ken Beaton and Steve       
Ranson, along with co-author David Henley, 
have recently published an inspiring book about 
World War II veterans. In this book, you’ll       
discover 70 of the 16,000,000 reasons why you 
speak English today. “Legacies of the Silver 
State” is available on Amazon.com. 
 
Ken and Steve have been on Honor Flight        
Nevada trips to Washington, D.C. Steve        
attended the Honor Flight to Hawaii earlier this 
year and has visited Pearl Harbor three times.  
 
In 1986, he was stunned to see the name Pvt. F 
Beaton among the names on the USS Arizona's 
Memorial War that lists the 1100 sailors and 50 
Marines who died on November 7, 1941 during 
the bombing of Pearl Harbor. 
 
Don’t forget: Books make great Christmas gifts! 
A book is always the correct size and color, and 
it expands your mind! ~ Ken Beaton 

Favorite Christmas Movies  

It’s a Wonderful Life 
The Bishop’s Wife 

Elf 
The Holiday 

Love Actually 
Prancer 

While You Were Sleeping 
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There is an available position on St. Paul’s 
Council.    
                                          
If you have the time to lend your talent,                 
experience, and knowledge to serve this most 
important church body then don’t hesitate.   
 
Contact Jay Olshen at olshen@charter.net  
 
Those who haven’t served on the Council are 
highly encouraged to do so. 
 
St. Paul’s needs YOU!  Thank you! 

Lay volunteers are needed in 2021 for all  
services!  
 
Now that we have resumed in-person worship, 
lay volunteers are urgently needed to fill all      
positions.  
 
Our worship service depends on you!  
 
Please contact the following people to sign-up. 
 
Counters: Mary DeFelice 
marenang@hotmail.com 
 
Greeters: Andrea Rud 
askinnd@yahoo.com 
  
Readers: Judy McPhail 
jmc1966@live.com  
 
Ushers: Dave Harrell 
davidharrell93@yahoo.com 

2020 has been a tough year for us all.           

Despite this, so many of you have stepped 

up to support St. Paul’s through your                

labors and offerings.  

Your service and generosity to our church  

has been greatly appreciated. 

Thank you and God bless you all! 

Thank you! 

Remember Advent calendars like this? 

Much like PBS, St. Paul’s is member driven.  

It relies on your support.  

Thank you for helping us continue               

the ministry. 

Save the Date 

St. Paul’s will hold 

a blood drive this     

coming February 

27th in Friendship 

Hall from 9:00 AM 

to 1:00 PM. 

Were you naughty or nice this year? 

mailto:marenang@hotmail.com
mailto:jmc1966@live.com
mailto:davidharrell93@yahoo.com
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Easy Penuche Fudge 
 
1 1/2 cups walnuts, chopped coarse 
1 cup butter or 2/3 cup margarine  
1 cup packed light brown sugar 
1 1/2 teaspoons of vanilla 
1 (14 ounce) can sweetened condensed milk 
(not evaporated) 

 
Line an 8-inch square pan with foil, letting foil 
extend above 2 sides. Grease lightly. 
 
Melt butter in a 3-quart microwave safe bowl. 
Stir in sugar and milk until blended. 
Microwave uncovered on high 7 to 9 minutes, 
stirring 4 times until sugar has completely      
dissolved and mixture has thickened and is a 
medium caramel color. 
 
Using potholders, move bowl to heatproof      
surface. 
Add vanilla. 
 
Beat with an electric mixer 3 to 4 minutes until 
smooth and shiny. 
Add walnuts and beat on low speed 1 minute to 
distribute evenly. 
Spread in prepared pan. 
 
Cool, then cover and refrigerate until firm, 2 to 3 
hours. 
Holding foil ends, carefully lift candy to cutting 
board. 
Peel off foil. 
 
Cut candy in 1-inch squares. 
Store tightly covered in a cool place. 

Gingerbread Loaf 
 
1 1/2 cups all-purpose flour 
1 tablespoon ground ginger 
1/2 teaspoon baking soda 
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon 
1 teaspoon salt 
1/4 teaspoon ground allspice 
1/4 teaspoon ground cloves 
1/2 cup well-shaken low-fat buttermilk 
2 teaspoons vanilla extract 
8 tablespoons unsalted butter (1 stick) at room 
temperature 
1 cup packed dark brown sugar 
1/2 cup dark molasses 
2 large eggs at room temperature 
 
Heat oven to 350°F and arrange a rack in the   
middle. Coat a 9-inch-by-5-inch loaf pan with 
butter, dust with flour, and tap out excess. 

Combine flour, ginger, baking soda, cinnamon, 
salt, allspice, and cloves in a large bowl. Whisk 
to aerate and break up any lumps; set aside. In 
a separate medium bowl, stir together butter-
milk and vanilla until combined. 

 
Combine butter and brown sugar in the bowl of 
a stand mixer fitted with a paddle attachment. 
Beat on medium speed until light in color and 
fluffy, about 5 minutes. Beat in molasses until 
well combined then add eggs, one at a time, 
beating after each addition until well              
incorporated. 

 
Stop mixer and scrape bowl and paddle 
(mixture will look separated and curdled). Add 
one third flour mixture beating on low speed just 
until flour is incorporated. Add half the butter-
milk mixture and once batter is smooth add   
another third flour mixture. Add remaining      
buttermilk and mix until incorporated. Add     
remaining flour mixture and beat until                
incorporated and smooth. 

 
Pour into prepared pan. Bake until a toothpick 
inserted in the middle comes out clean and 
cake is pulling away from sides of pan, about 
45 minutes. Cool cake in pan for 10 minutes 
and then turn out onto a rack to cool.             

Wishing you good health, good friends,  

and good cheer this Christmastide and 

throughout next year. 

Brette O’Connell Elander 

https://www.food.com/about/walnut-314
https://www.food.com/about/butter-141
https://www.food.com/about/brown-sugar-375
https://www.food.com/about/sweetened-condensed-milk-146
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Resolution Ideas for 2021 
 

Always wear a mask and social distance 
even with family and friends 

Go to church more often (if able) 

Be happier and more grateful 

Be healthier physically and spiritually 

Give to charity 

Stay motivated 

Pray more 

Read more  

Call your family and friends more often 

Make amends 

Live life to the fullest every day 
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