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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

PRELUDE: Carol of the Bells by Mykola Leontovych (Instrumental) 

 

Please join in where the text is bolded.  
 
Red Book 
 
CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS 
Page 116  
 
GATHERING HYMN: Hymn #283, All four verses 
 
Kyrie – Choir and Congregation 
Page 120 
In peace let us pray… 
 
CANTICLE of PRAISE 
This is the Feast of… 
Page 122 
 
PRAYER of the DAY  
Let us pray. 
Almighty God, you gave us your only Son to take on our human nature 
and to illumine the world with your light. By your grace adopt us as 
your children and enlighten us with your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, 
our Redeemer and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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FIRST READING: Isaiah 52:7-10 
7How beautiful upon the mountains 

  are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 

 who brings good news, 

  who announces salvation, 

  who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 

 8Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, 

  together they sing for joy; 

 for in plain sight they see 

  the return of the LORD to Zion. 

 9Break forth together into singing, 

  you ruins of Jerusalem; 

 for the LORD has comforted his people, 

  he has redeemed Jerusalem. 

 10The LORD has bared his holy arm 

  before the eyes of all the nations; 

 and all the ends of the earth shall see 

  the salvation of our God. 

Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
A time of silence follows the reading.  
 
 

PSALM: 98 

Refrain 
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 1Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done | marvelous things, 
  whose right hand and holy arm have | won the victory. 
 2O LORD, you have made | known your victory, 
  you have revealed your righteousness in the sight | of the nations. 
 3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the | house of 
Israel; 
  all the ends of the earth have seen the victory | of our God. 
 4Shout with joy to the LORD, | all you lands; 
  lift up your voice, re- | joice, and sing. R 
 5Sing to the LORD| with the harp, 
  with the harp and the | voice of song. 
 6With trumpets and the sound | of the horn 
  shout with joy before the | king, the LORD. R 
 7Let the sea roar, and | all that fills it, 
  the world and those who | dwell therein. 
 8Let the rivers | clap their hands, 
  and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, who comes 
to | judge the earth. 
 9The LORD will judge the | world with righteousness 
  and the peo- | ples with equity. R       
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SECOND READING: Hebrews 1:1-4 [5-12] 
1Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the 
prophets, 2but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he 
appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. 3He is 
the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and 
he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made purification 
for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4having 
become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more 
excellent than theirs. [ 
 5For to which of the angels did God ever say, 
 “You are my Son; 
  today I have begotten you”? 
Or again, 
 “I will be his Father, 
  and he will be my Son”? 
6And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, 
 “Let all God’s angels worship him.” 
7Of the angels he says, 
 “He makes his angels winds, 
  and his servants flames of fire.” 
8But of the Son he says, 
 “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, 
  and the righteous scepter is the scepter of your kingdom. 
 9You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; 
 therefore God, your God, has anointed you 
  with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.” 
10And, 
 “In the beginning, Lord, you founded the earth, 
  and the heavens are the work of your hands; 
 11they will perish, but you remain; 
  they will all wear out like clothing; 
 12like a cloak you will roll them up, 
  and like clothing they will be changed. 
 But you are the same, 
  and your years will never end.” 

Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Page 124                                                       
 
GOSPEL: John 1:1-14  
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord.  
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being 
through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come 
into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
 6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a 
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He 
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, 
which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the 
world did not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own 
people did not accept him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in his 
name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who were born, not of 
blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
 14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his 
glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON  ̶  Pastor Mike Patterson 
 
A time of silence follows the Sermon.  

HYMN of the DAY: Hymn #290, All three verses 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
Page 127 
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PRAYERS of INTERCESSION 
With wonder and thanksgiving for Christ’s coming into the world, we pray for 
the church, the life of the earth, and the whole human family. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

The church in every land makes a joyful noise to herald your coming, O 
God. We give thanks for poets, musicians, and hymn writers who give voice 
to our praise, and for all who lead the church’s worship. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
This day dawns with new hope for all living things, and from ocean depths to 
mountain peaks the earth rejoices. Inspire in us an urgent zeal to protect the 
planet and renew its resources (local environmental concerns may be 
named). God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Bring heavenly peace to this world and an end to armed conflict. Raise up 
leaders in every nation who will honor human rights and establish equal 
justice for all people. Give courage to all who speak out against oppression 
and advocate for the powerless. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Guard the lives of any in danger, especially those who work to protect 
others. Lead any who are in desperate circumstances to sanctuary, help, 
and safety. Grant rest to the weary and soothe those who are troubled 
(especially). God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Bless all who gather to worship on this holy day. Be present at our tables 
and celebrations, and watch over those who travel. Sustain charities, 
outreach ministries, and food pantries that give generously to people in 
need (local organizations may be named). God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
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In Christ we have beheld your glory, full of grace and truth. We give thanks 
for those in every generation who reflect the light of Christ. May their 
witness shine forth in our time. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Pondering the mystery of eternal love made flesh in Christ Jesus, we 
commend all for whom we pray to the mercy of God. 
Amen. 
 
PASSING of the PEACE  
 
TITHES and OFFERINGS ARE BROUGHT FORWARD  
 
The table is set for Holy Communion. 
 

OFFERING HYMN: Hymn #294, All three verses  

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray… 
Page 129 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
We praise your name… 
Page 130 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
Page 130  
Holy One… 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Page 134 
 
COMMUNION HYMNS 
Hymn #276, Infant Holy, Infant Lowly, Both verses 

1 Infant holy, infant lowly, 

 for his bed a cattle stall; 
 oxen lowing, little knowing 
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 Christ the child is Lord of all. 
 Swiftly winging, angels singing, 
 bells are ringing, tidings bringing: 
 Christ the child is Lord of all! 
 Christ the child is Lord of all! 
 
2 Flocks were sleeping, shepherds keeping 
 vigil till the morning new 
 saw the glory, heard the story, 
 tidings of a gospel true. 
 Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, 
 praises voicing, greet the morrow: 
 Christ the child was born for you! 
 Christ the child was born for you! 
 

Hymn #289, Three verses  
Hymn #296, Three verses 
Hymn #277, Three verses 
Hymn #300, Three verses 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Page 136 
 
BLESSING 
Page 136 
 
SENDING SONG: Hymn #267, Four verses 
 
DISMISSAL 
Page 137 
 
POSTLUDE: We Wish You a Merry Christmas, Traditional 
(Instrumental) 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 
  
Greeter – Ruth Fitzgerald 
Reader – Carol Arneson 
Communion Assistant – TBA 
Usher/s –TBA 
Counters – Jere Schultz and TBA 

Acolyte/s – TBA  

Youth Acolyte – TBA 

Live-streaming Team – Jay Olshen, Deanna Fine,  
and Nick Cotsonis   

 

 
No Sunday school today. 

                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Worship 

Volunteers 

December 25th 
Jere and Joan 

Schultz 
 

Musician 
Dave Lingensjo 
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Budget Goals 
 

To meet our 2022-2023 budget, we need 
average unrestricted donations of $4,594.00 per week. 

 

Unfortunately, we are falling short of this goal! 
 

St. Paul’s depends on you to continue its ministry      
and thanks you for your support. 

 

“For it is in giving that we receive.” St. Francis of Assisi 
 

The Simply Giving Program is promoted by  
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 

and administered by Vanco Payment Solutions.  
 

If you are interested in using this service,  
or have any questions, please call Holly McPhail at 775 443-6639.  

You may also pick up Thrivent forms at the church office. 
                    
 
PRAYERS FOR HEALING  
Audrey Stroub, upcoming back surgery, Brita Steyn’s granddaughter born 
prematurely, Nellie Revelle, COVID-19, Vera Logie, Gayle Kennett, hernia 
surgery, Dave Lingensjo, upcoming knee surgery, Tom, a friend of St. 
Paul’s, Patricia Rickard, mother-in-law of Shirley Rickard, stage-4 lung 
cancer; Sharon Olshen; Anna Little, Dee Coughlin, Dick Lowther, a broken 
hip; Joan Yeskie, Mike Harrell (Dave and Ellen Harrell’s son), COVID-19; 
son-in-law John Samp, a growth on his skull and spine, and daughter Vicki 
Ranger, early-onset dementia; Glenn Laursen, Edward Yoho, Madelene 
Yoho, Fern Yoho, Maxine McGregor (Madelene’s sister), and a special 
prayer for all those living with devastating diseases and life-threatening 
injuries.  
 
CONTINUING PRAYERS  

Bev Steinert, ongoing vision issues, Bob Stroub, Audrey Stroub, health 
issues; Wayne Opperman, Bill Sandell, Frank and Shirley Bartlett, Bev 
Gutzman, Sarah Jevne, Carol Kalleres, continued health issues, James 
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Wilson, continued health issues, Mary Ann Adamik, healing, Ellen Harrell, 
medical issues, Betty Razor, healing, Karen (Hone) Nolte, Hannelore 
Hanke, and Diana Johns. 
 
 
Please pray for the people of Ukraine  
and for all those who suffer due to  
gun violence, genocide, famine, war, 
bigotry, racism, anti-Semitism, and  
civil unrest. 
 
 

 

We grieve with Bev Gutzman and family on the recent loss of her brother. 

May his memory be a blessing. 
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