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GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
The congregation is invited to reply in places                                                

where the bold print appears. 
 

PRELUDE – Let’s Just Praise the Lord by William J. Gaither 
(Instrumental) 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, 

as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who creates us, 

redeems us, 
and calls us by name. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

and your beloved children. 
We have turned our faces away from your glory 

when it did not appear as we expected. 
We have rejected your word 

when it made us confront ourselves. 
We have failed to show hospitality 

to those you called us to welcome. 
Accept our repentance for the things we have done 

and the things we have left undone. 
For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us and lead us, that we may bathe 
in the glory of your Son born among us, 

and reflect your love for all creation. 
Amen. 
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Rejoice in this good news: 

In ☩ Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven. 
You are descendants of the Most High, 

adopted into the household of Christ, 

and inheritors of eternal life. 
Live as freed and forgiven children of God. Amen. 

 
GATHERING SONG: Hymn #310 

1 Songs of thankfulness and praise, 
 Jesus, Lord, to thee we raise; 

 manifested by the star 
 to the sages from afar, 

 branch of royal David's stem 
 in thy birth at Bethlehem: 

 anthems be to thee addressed, 
 God in flesh made manifest. 

 
4 Grant us grace to see thee, Lord, 

 present in thy holy word; 
 grace to imitate thee now 

 and be pure, as pure art thou; 

 that we might become like thee 
 at thy great epiphany, 

 and may praise thee, ever blest, 
 God in flesh made manifest. 
 
Text: Christopher Wordsworth, 1807-1885, alt. 

 

GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit 
and revealed him as your beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water 

and the Spirit faithful in your service, that we may rejoice to be called 
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children of God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

READING: Isaiah 43:1-7 
Near the end of Israel’s exile in Babylon, God promises to bring the 

people home. They need no longer be afraid, because the one who 
formed, created, and called them by name now redeems them from all 

their enemies. God declares them precious and honored, and God 

loves them. 

 1But now thus says the LORD, 

  he who created you, O Jacob, 
  he who formed you, O Israel: 

 Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 
  I have called you by name, you are mine. 

 2When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 
  and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 

 when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 
  and the flame shall not consume you. 

 3For I am the LORD your God, 
  the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 

 I give Egypt as your ransom, 
  Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. 

 4Because you are precious in my sight, 
  and honored, and I love you, 

 I give people in return for you, 
  nations in exchange for your life. 

 5Do not fear, for I am with you; 

  I will bring your offspring from the east, 
  and from the west I will gather you; 

 6I will say to the north, “Give them up,” 
  and to the south, “Do not withhold; 

 bring my sons from far away 
  and my daughters from the end of the earth— 
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 7everyone who is called by my name, 
  whom I created for my glory, 

  whom I formed and made.”  
Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

A time of silence follows the reading. 

PSALM: Psalm 29 
 

Refrain:  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

The voice of the LORD is upon the waters. (Ps. 29:3) 

 1Ascribe to the | LORD, you gods, 

  ascribe to the LORD glo- | ry and strength. 
 2Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due God’s name; 

  worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness. 
 3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of | glory 

thunders; 
  the LORD is upon the | mighty waters. 

 4The voice of the LORD is a pow- | erful voice; 
  the voice of the LORD is a | voice of splendor. R 

 5The voice of the LORD breaks the | cedar trees; 
  the LORD breaks the ce- | dars of Lebanon; 

 6the LORD makes Lebanon skip | like a calf, 
  and Mount Hermon like a | young wild ox. 

 7The voice | of the LORD 
  bursts forth in | lightning flashes. 
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 8The voice of the LORD| shakes the wilderness; 
  the LORD shakes the wilder- | ness of Kadesh. R 

 9The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips 
the | forests bare. 

  And in the temple of the LORD all are | crying, “Glory!” 
 10The LORD sits enthroned a- | bove the flood; 

  the LORD sits enthroned as king for- | evermore. 
 11O LORD, give strength | to your people; 

  give them, O LORD, the bless- | ings of peace. R 
 

A time of silence follows the psalm. 
 

GOSPEL: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
The holy gospel according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
The reading opens with questions about the identity of the Messiah. 

John the Baptist insists that he is not the Messiah; instead he points 
ahead to one who is coming. And whether the voice of God was heard 

by all or only by Jesus, God settles the matter: Jesus is God’s beloved 
Son. 
15As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in 
their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16John 

answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who 

is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of 
his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His 

winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather 
the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable 

fire.” 
 

  21Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had 
been baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, 22and the 

Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice 
came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well 

pleased.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON – The Rev. Chad Adamik                           
  

A time of silence follows the Sermon.   
 

CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 

 

On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are 

bold to pray for the church, the world, and all that God has made. 

A brief silence. 

By the Holy Spirit, you gather your church and send it out in mission to 

share the good news of Jesus. Inspire your faithful people to be fervent 
in prayer and service, that all people know they are precious in God ’s 

sight. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
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You reveal your love and power through water and the Spirit. Guard 
rivers, seas, and all bodies of water from destruction and pollution. 

Secure access to clean water for all, and protect the land from drought 
and flood. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Establish among the nations the blessings of peace. Raise up leaders 
who will protect vulnerable people in their care. Strengthen advocates 

who risk reputation or retaliation for the sake of mercy and justice. God 
of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
 

You protect us through the fires and troubled waters of this life. Assure 
us that we will not be cut off from you by illness or despair, anxiety or 

pain, confusion or weakness. Comfort all who are in need (especially). 

God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

 
We are joined in baptism to Christ and to one another. Bless those 

who are newly baptized and those who are preparing for baptism. Help 
us to be faithful in fellowship, worship, evangelism, service, and 

justice-seeking. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

You created each of your saints for your glory. We give thanks for 
those you have called by name into your eternal embrace (especially). 

Comfort us in grief and release us from fear. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

 
Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these 

and all of our prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus 

Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
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PASSING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you.    
And with you, too.*   
 

*Please share a sign of peace,  

maintaining physical distance (Pastor will demonstrate)  
 

TITHES AND OFFERINGS ARE BROUGHT FORWARD  
 

OFFERING HYMN: #302 

1 As with gladness men of old 

 did the guiding star behold; 
 as with joy they hailed its light, 

 leading onward, beaming bright; 
 so, most gracious Lord, may we 

 evermore be led by thee. 
 

4 Holy Jesus, ev'ry day 

 keep us in the narrow way; 
 and when earthly things are past, 

 bring our ransomed souls at last 
 where they need no star to guide, 

 where no clouds thy glory hide. 
 

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898, alt. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Blessed are you, O God, 
Sovereign of the universe. 

You offer us new beginnings 
and guide us on our journey. 

Lead us to your table, 
nourish us with this heavenly food, 

and prepare us to carry your love 
to a hungry world, 

in the name of Christ our light. 
Amen. 

 

The table is set for Holy Communion. 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Holy God, 

our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, 

in the harmonious world of your creation, 

the plants and animals, 

the seas and stars 

were whole and well in your praise. 

When sin had scarred the world, 

you sent your Son to heal our ills 

and to form us again into one. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Remembering, therefore, 

his acts of healing, 

his body given up, 

and his victory over death, 

we await that day when all the peoples of the earth 

will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life. 
 

Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: 

as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread, 

so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth, 

that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son. 
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Through him all glory and honor is yours, 

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

in your holy Church, 

both now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen.  
 
 

Lamb of God, Setting 10, Page 208 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
grant us peace, grant us peace. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come to God’s table. 
There is a place for you and enough for all.  

 

COMMUNION  
 

As we commune, we sing… 
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COMMUNION HYMN: #754 
1 Jesus, the very thought of you 

 fills us with sweet delight; 
 but sweeter far your face to view 

 and rest within your light. 
 

2 No voice can sing, no heart can frame, 
 nor can the mind recall 

 a sweeter sound than your blest name, 
 O Savior of us all! 

 
3 O Hope of ev'ry contrite soul, 

 O joy of all the meek, 
 how kind you are to those who fall! 

 How good to those who seek! 

 
4 O Jesus, be our joy today; 

 help us to prize your love; 
 grant us at last to hear you say: 

 "Come, share my home above." 
 
Text: attr. Bernard of Clairvaux, 1091-1153; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814-1878 

 

 
COMMUNION HYMN: #798 

The Summons 
1 "Will you come and follow me 

 if I but call your name? 

 Will you go where you don't know 
 and never be the same? 

 Will you let my love be shown, 
 will you let my name be known, 

 will you let my life be grown 
 in you and you in me? 
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2 "Will you leave yourself behind 
 if I but call your name? 

 Will you care for cruel and kind 
 and never be the same? 

 Will you risk the hostile stare, 
 should your life attract or scare? 

 Will you let me answer pray'r 
 in you and you in me? 

 
3 "Will you let the blinded see 

 if I but call your name? 
 Will you set the pris'ners free 

 and never be the same? 
 Will you kiss the leper clean, 

 and do such as this unseen, 

 and admit to what I mean 
 in you and you in me? 

 
4 "Will you love the you you hide 

 if I but call your name? 
 Will you quell the fear inside 

 and never be the same? 
 Will you use the faith you've found 

 to reshape the world around, 
 through my sight and touch and sound 

 in you and you in me?" 
 

5 Lord, your summons echoes true 
 when you but call my name. 

 Let me turn and follow you 
 and never be the same. 

 In your company I'll go 

 where your love and footsteps show. 
 Thus I'll move and live and grow 

 in you and you in me. 
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Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949Text © 1987 Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. 

www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN: #490 

1 Let all mortal flesh keep silence, 
 and with fear and trembling stand; 

 ponder nothing earthly-minded, 

 for with blessing in his hand 
 Christ our God to earth descending 

 comes full homage to demand. 
 

2 King of kings, yet born of Mary, 
 as of old on earth he stood, 

 Lord of lords in human vesture, 
 in the body and the blood, 

 he will give to all the faithful 
 his own self for heav'nly food. 

 
3 Rank on rank the host of heaven 

 spreads its vanguard on the way; 
 as the Light of light, descending 

 from the realms of endless day, 

 comes, the pow'rs of hell to vanquish, 
 as the darkness clears away. 

 
4 At his feet the six-winged seraph, 

 cherubim with sleepless eye, 
 veil their faces to the presence, 

 as with ceaseless voice they cry: 
 "Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 Alleluia, Lord Most High!" 
 
Text: Liturgy of St. James; tr. Gerard Moultrie, 1829-1885, alt. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

We give you thanks, gracious God, 

for we have feasted on the abundance of your house. 
Send us to bring good news 

and to proclaim your favor to all, 
strengthened with the richness of your grace 

in your Son, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

 
ANNOUNCMENTS 
 

 

BLESSING 

God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, 

who rejoices over you, 
and who calls you by name, 

☩ bless your going out and your coming in, 

today and forever. 
Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG: Hymn #303 
1 Brightest and best of the stars of the morning, 

 dawn on our darkness and lend us your aid. 
 Star of the east, the horizon adorning, 

 guide where our infant redeemer is laid. 
 

3 What shall we give him, in costly devotion? 
 Shall we bring incense and off'rings divine, 

 gems of the mountain and pearls of the ocean, 
 myrrh from the forest or gold from the mine? 

 
5 Brightest and best of the stars of the morning, 

 dawn on our darkness and lend us your aid. 
 Star of the east, the horizon adorning, 

 guide where our infant redeemer is laid . 
 

Text: Reginald Heber, 1783-1826, alt. 
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DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE – Hymn #677 This Little Light of Mine (Instrumental) 
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ST. PAUL’S VITAL STATS 
 

OFFERINGS 
 
 
 
  

 
                              

   12/01/2021   ̶ $1,375.00 

   12/05/2021   ̶ $4,071.00 
   12/06/2021   ̶ $200.00 

   12/07/2021   ̶ $74.00 
   12/12/2021   ̶ $2,785.27 

   12/15/2021   ̶ $735.00 
   12/19/2021   ̶ $2,622.00 

     12/25/2021   ̶ $1,119.01 
                   12/26/2021   ̶ $285.00 

 

Please help St. Paul’s reach its weekly goals. 
Offering amounts include budgetary receipts. 

 
CONTRIBUTIONS 

 

To meet our 2020-2021 budget, we need 

average unrestricted donations of $4,719 per week. 
 

The Simply Giving Program is promoted by  
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 

and administered by Vanco Payment Solutions.  
If you are interested in using this service,  

or have any questions,  
please call Holly McPhail at 775 443-6639.  

You may also pick-up Thrivent forms at the church office. 

 
“For it is in giving that we receive.” St. Francis of Assisi 

!
 



18 

 

PRAYERS FOR HEALING  
Clay Woslum, vertigo, Bill Sandell, surgery, Bev Steinert, cervical spine 

surgery, Susan Lowther (daughter of Karen Lowther), a knee problem, 
Kathy Edwards, a wound on her leg, Stacy Akhtar (Kathy Edward’s 

niece) COVID-19, Mary Burgeson and family, Gerry Kinder (nephew of 
Wayne and Cheryl Kinder and son of Julie Watt), massive heart attack, 

Mike Harrell (Dave and Ellen Harrell’s son), COVID-19, son-in-law 
John Samp, a growth on his skull and spine, son-in-law Dan Ranger, 

cancer, and daughter Vicki, Dan's wife, who has early onset dementia, 
Bev Steinert’s son-in-law (Ken’s brother) Larry, cancer, Betty Clamp, 

Hannelore Hanke, Frank Bartlett, Glenn Laursen, Edward Yoho, 
Madelene Yoho, Fern Yoho, Maxine McGregor (Madelene’s sister), 

Norman Breuer (Mary DeFelice’s brother), Katherine, cancer (Susie 
Anderson’s sister), Holly and Trevis (Requested by Deon Ferguson, a 

friend of St. Paul’s), Richard Bradshaw, cancer (Ruth Fitzgerald’s 

cousin), and a special prayer for all the victims of COVID-19 and those 
living with devastating diseases and life-threatening injuries. 

 
CONTINUING PRAYERS FOR  

Wayne Opperman, Bill Sandell, Frank and Shirley Bartlett, Bev 
Gutzman, Sandy Danforth, Sarah Jevne, Carol Kalleres, continued 

health issues, Bev Steinert, ongoing vision issues, James Wilson, 
continued health issues, Mary Ann Adamik, healing, Ellen Harrell, 

medical issues, Betty Razor, healing, Harold Nolte, Karen (Hone) 
Nolte, and Diana Johns.  
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Sunday 8:00 a.m.  

Greeter – Carol Arneson   
Reader – Carol Arneson   
Communion Assistant – Louise Griffith  
Usher – TBA 
 

Sunday 10:30 a.m.  

Greeter – Jean Opperman 
Reader – Marla Johnson  

Communion Assistant – Nick Cotsonis  

Usher – David Harrell 

Acolyte – Clay Woslum  
Counters – Sharon Gesick and Deanna Fine 

Live-streaming Team– Jay Olshen, Nick Cotsonis, and Deanna Fine  
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Our Worship 

Volunteers 

January 

Jeanne Russell  

and  

Lauri Brown 
 

Musician 

Dave Lingensjo 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Join us for Faith L.I.N.K. on Sundays at 9:15 a.m.  
with a gathering in Friendship Hall for Sunday school  

opening with worship and prayer. 
 

Children’s Sunday school runs from 9:30 a.m. – 10:15 a.m. 

  

Pastor Chad leads adult Sunday school with Lectionary Bible Study 
from 9:30 a.m. – 10:15 a.m. 

 
The WELCA Bible Study group meets the first  

Tuesday of the month at 9:30 a.m.  
Vicki Hamilton is the leader wonderful group.  

We look forward to seeing you there. 
 

 
 

New Members Class  
Date and time TBA.  

If you want to become a Lutheran or simply  
refresh your knowledge of the faith, this class is for you. 
 

 

STITCHERS meet in Friendship Hall the  

second and fourth Tuesday of each month  

at 9:00 a.m. to noon.  
  

No experience is required.  

Just come and enjoy the fellowship and fun!  
  

 

Got Snow?  
In the event of snowstorms, if anyone needs snow shoveling, Pastor 

Chad knows someone who can help. His name is Terry, and he has 
already shoveled for members of St. Paul's. Please contact Pastor 

Chad for Terry's contact info and to find out his rates. 


