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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

PRELUDE: First Snowfall by Michael W. Smith (INSTRUMENTAL) 

 

Please join in where the text is bolded.  
 
Red Book 
 
CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS 
Page 116  
 
GATHERING HYMN: Hymn #448, This is the Spirit’s Entry Now 

 
Kyrie – Choir and Congregation 
Page 120 
In peace let us pray… 
 
CANTICLE of PRAISE 
This is the Feast of… 
Page 122 
 
PRAYER of the DAY  
Let us pray. 
O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your 
beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are 
baptized into Christ faithful to their calling to be your daughters and 
sons, and empower us all with your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 42:1-9 

 1Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 
  my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 
 I have put my spirit upon him; 
  he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
 2He will not cry or lift up his voice, 
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  or make it heard in the street; 
 3a bruised reed he will not break, 
  and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; 
  he will faithfully bring forth justice. 
 4He will not grow faint or be crushed 
  until he has established justice in the earth; 
  and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 
 
 5Thus says God, the LORD, 
  who created the heavens and stretched them out, 
  who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 
 who gives breath to the people upon it 
  and spirit to those who walk in it: 
 6I am the LORD, I have called you in righteousness, 
  I have taken you by the hand and kept you; 
 I have given you as a covenant to the people, 
  a light to the nations, 
  7to open the eyes that are blind, 
 to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 
  from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
 8I am the LORD, that is my name; 
  my glory I give to no other, 
  nor my praise to idols. 
 9See, the former things have come to pass, 
  and new things I now declare; 
 before they spring forth, 
  I tell you of them. 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
 
A time of silence follows the reading.  
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PSALM: Psalm 29 

Refrain 

 
 
 
 
 

1Ascribe to the | LORD, you gods, 

  ascribe to the LORD glo- | ry and strength. 

 2Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due God’s name; 

  worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness. 

 3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of | glory thunders; 

  the LORD is upon the | mighty waters. 

 4The voice of the LORD is a pow- | erful voice; 

  the voice of the LORD is a | voice of splendor. R 

 5The voice of the LORD breaks the | cedar trees; 

  the LORD breaks the ce- | dars of Lebanon; 

 6the LORD makes Lebanon skip | like a calf, 

  and Mount Hermon like a | young wild ox. 

 7The voice | of the LORD 

  bursts forth in | lightning flashes. 

 8The voice of the LORD| shakes the wilderness; 

  the LORD shakes the wilder- | ness of Kadesh. R 

 9The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the | forests 

bare. 

  And in the temple of the LORD all are | crying, “Glory!” 

 10The LORD sits enthroned a- | bove the flood; 

  the LORD sits enthroned as king for- | evermore. 

 11O LORD, give strength | to your people; 

  give them, O LORD, the bless- | ings of peace. R 

 

SECOND READING: Acts 10:34-43 
34Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand 
that God shows no partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him 
and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36You know the message he 



5 
 

sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of 
all. 37That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the 
baptism that John announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with 
the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing 
all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39We are 
witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to 
death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and 
allowed him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us who were chosen by 
God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the 
dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is 
the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the 
prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives 
forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Page 124 
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 3:13-17 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord.  
13Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by 
him. 14John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by 
you, and do you come to me?” 15But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; 
for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he 
consented. 16And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from 
the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit 
of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17And a voice from 
heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
SERMON – Pastor Mike Patterson 

 

A time of silence follows the Sermon. 
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HYMN of the DAY: Hymn #304, Christ, When You Were Baptized for Us 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
Page 127 

PRAYERS of INTERCESSION 
Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in 
need. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

Calling God, you speak with power to your church. Open our hearts and 
minds to the new things you are declaring. Strengthen bishops, pastors, 
deacons, lay leaders, and teachers of the faith. Equip the baptized for your 
reconciling and redeeming work. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Renewing God, you provide the waters of the earth and in Jesus’ baptism 
you reveal the waters of life. Cleanse and protect oceans, rivers, and 
watersheds (local water sources may be named). Bring relief to parched 
lands and to communities without access to safe water. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Righteous God, you never weary of establishing justice. Increase 
cooperation and constructive dialogue between nations. Guide local, 
national, and international authorities to govern with equity, vision, and 
integrity. We pray for those in military service, for peacemakers, and for our 
enemies. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Abiding God, your mercy is steadfast. Give sanctuary to people who flee 
from oppression, war, poverty, and famine. Sustain health care workers, 
caregivers, first responders, counselors, and all who help and heal. Comfort 
those who are grieving or experiencing crisis (especially). Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
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Blessing God, in Christ you gather the beloved community. Kindle the gifts 
of your Spirit in your people. Accompany the newly baptized, those recently 
ordained, and any beginning a new ministry. Inspire synodical leaders and 
congregational councils to serve with imagination and wisdom. Merciful 
God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 
Promising God, your faithfulness endures throughout all generations. We 
give thanks for those who have died in Christ, trusting that we will be united 
with them and all the saints in Christ’s resurrection life. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and 
power revealed in Christ crucified. 
Amen. 
 
PASSING of the PEACE  
 
TITHES and OFFERINGS ARE BROUGHT FORWARD  
 
The table is set for Holy Communion. 
 

OFFERING HYMN: Hymn #552, Blessed Be the God of Israel 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray… 
Page 129 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
Page 129 
Holy One… 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
We praise your name… 
Page 130 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Page 134 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Lamb of God, Page 135 

 
Hymn #483, Here is Bread 
Hymn #396, Spirit of Gentleness  
Hymn #455, Crashing Waters at Creation 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Page 136 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
Page 136 
 

SENDING SONG: Hymn #313, O Lord, Now Let Your Servant 
 

DISMISSAL 
Page 137 
 

POSTLUDE: The Foothills of Nazareth by Lori Line (Instrumental) 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 
 
 
      
 
 
Greeter – Nikki Rohrs 
Reader – Holly McPhail 
Communion Assistant – Jeanne Russell 
Ushers – Dave Harrell and TBA 
Counters – Nikki Rohrs and Jere Schultz 

Acolytes – Clay Woslum and Greg Griffith 

Youth Acolyte – TBA 

Live-streaming Team – Jay Olshen, Deanna Fine,  
and Nick Cotsonis   
 
 
 

 

                           Faith L.I.N.K. meets from 10:15 a.m. to 11:15 a.m. 
 

                 

Budget Goals 
 

To meet our 2023-2024 budget, we need 
average unrestricted donations of $4,594.00 per week. 

Unfortunately, we are falling short of this goal! 
St. Paul’s depends on you to continue its ministry      

and thanks you for your support. 
 

“For it is in giving that we receive.” St. Francis of Assisi 
 

The Simply Giving Program is promoted by  
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 

and administered by Vanco Payment Solutions.  
If you are interested in using this service,  

or have any questions, please call Holly McPhail at 775 443-6639.  
You may also pick up Thrivent forms at the church office. 

 

Our Worship 

Volunteers 

January 
Vicki Hamilton 

and  
Brita Steyn 

 
 

Musician 
Vicki Hamilton 
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PRAYERS FOR HEALING  
Eric McPhail (Colin McPhail’s nephew) in hospice for cancer,  Brita Steyn’s 
granddaughter born prematurely, Nellie Revelle, COVID-19, Vera Logie, 

Tom, a friend of St. Paul’s, Patricia Rickard, mother-in-law of Shirley 
Rickard, stage-4 lung cancer; Sharon Olshen; Anna Little, Dee Coughlin, 
Joan Yeskie, Mike Harrell (Dave and Ellen Harrell’s son), COVID-19; son-in-
law John Samp, a growth on his skull and spine, and daughter Vicki Ranger, 
early-onset dementia; Glenn Laursen, Edward Yoho, Madelene Yoho, Fern 
Yoho, Maxine McGregor (Madelene’s sister), and a special prayer for all 
those living with devastating diseases and life-threatening injuries.  
 
CONTINUING PRAYERS  

Jim Kennett, health issues, Bev Steinert, ongoing vision issues, Bob 
Stroub, Audrey Stroub, health issues; Dick Lowther, recovery from a 
broken hip; Wayne Opperman, Bill Sandell, Frank and Shirley Bartlett, Bev 
Gutzman, Sarah Jevne, Carol Kalleres, continued health issues, James 
Wilson, continued health issues, Mary Ann Adamik, healing, Ellen Harrell, 
medical issues, Betty Razor, healing, Karen (Hone) Nolte, Hannelore 
Hanke, and Diana Johns. 
 
 
        Please pray for the people of Ukraine  
        and for all those who suffer due to  
        gun violence, genocide, famine, war,  
        bigotry, racism, anti-Semitism, and  
        civil unrest. 
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Please Join Us! 
There will be a short WELCA meeting after the church service on Sunday 
January 15th to discuss plans for our Chili Cook-off on Saturday, February 
11th. 
Much of the preparation has already been completed but a few volunteers 
are needed to help make this event a success. Your assistance would be 
greatly appreciated. 
If you cannot attend the meeting but are available to participate, please 
contact Joan Schultz. Email cc.jfran@yahoo.com 775 883-6833  
Thank you! 
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