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Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, 
let us also lay aside every weight 
and the sin that clings so closely, 

and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, 
looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, 

who for the sake of the joy that was set before him 
endured the cross, disregarding its shame, 

and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God. 
Consider him who endured such hostility from sinners, 

so that you may not grow weary or lose heart. 
(Hebrews 12:1-3, NRSV) 

 
Dear Siblings in Christ, 
 

As we wind our way out of Lent and into Holy Week and Easter, it appears that we also are  
winding our way out of the worst of the COVID-19 wilderness: the daily number of new COVID-19 
cases has been decreasing. More and more people are receiving their vaccinations. State and 
local health officials are cautiously consenting to some of the COVID-related restrictions being 
lifted.  
 

Yes, this is promising news! We give thanks to God for this and for the many people in various 
vocations who have given so much of themselves to make this possible. We also thank all of you, 
those who have contributed by wearing masks and diligently observing other health protocols in 
order to slow the spread.  
 

There seems to be much to celebrate this coming Eastertide, especially after an entire year of 
difficulty and hardship all of us have experienced within the coronavirus wilderness. But people of 
God, let me be clear:  we are not out of the wilderness yet. People are still catching COVID-19, 
and many are still dying from it. It is also a fact that many who survive COVID are suffering long 
term health effects from it. What’s more: contagious strains continue to spread as scientists seek 
answers about immunity from them. And let’s not forget that large parts of the population have 
yet to receive their vaccinations. 
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It is very important that we continue to “run with perseverance the race that is set before us”. Part of 
our Lenten discipline is to continue being careful, cautious, and patiently committed to the wellbeing 
of every neighbor. I encourage us all to continue in heeding the advice of medical and public health 
experts. Vaccinated or not, we must all continue making the sacrifices necessary to bring this             
pandemic to an end: wearing our masks, observing distancing, washing our hands, avoiding crowds, 
getting vaccinated, and the like.  
 

In this vein, mask-wearing and the 35-person limit at all indoor worship services (including 
special services, like weddings and funerals) will remain in place at St. Paul’s for the time   
being.  
 
“…for the time being”. What does that mean?  
 
Mentally, I’m circling “Rally Day”—which traditionally at St. Paul’s occurs in early September—as the 
time we might realistically see both larger capacities in the sanctuary for in-person worship and the 
resumption of in-person Sunday school, Confirmation classes, and Bible studies; albeit mask-
wearing and physical distancing will likely be still with us. 
 

Perseverance also calls us to be cautious and wise as we continue our travels through the COVID 
wilderness. I share the longing for worshipping in-person together. The thought of the possibility of 
another Easter celebrated at a distance breaks my heart. Yet, regardless of some of us returning to 
in-person worship, many of our siblings are not ready to do so. So, I ask of you: 
 

Please be patient, slow and careful with those who are not ready to return to in-person activities, 
and please find ways to continue including these siblings in our work of ministry virtually.  

 
At the same time, please refrain from judging those who have chosen to return to in-person              

activities and are being responsible in so doing. 
 

We must remember that we are all in this together, running this race that has been set before us. 
Vaccinated and unvaccinated alike can walk together faithfully by walking the way of the cross,  
making sacrifices for the sake of others, not insisting on our own way (as Paul put it to the                
Corinthians). We are called to tend to the most vulnerable and to be patient and persistent in loving 
and serving our neighbor. 
 

Beloved people of God, as we approach Easter and hear again the stories from the Hebrew Bible 
and the New Testament of God leading and sustaining God’s people in their journey, let us           
remember that we are surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses. These “witnesses” are those who 
have gone before us in walking the way of faith through great loss and challenge toward                     
unimaginable futures. They did so, knowing little more than that God had called them, God                  
accompanied them, and God would get them to a place of rich blessing and renewed joy. As they 
cheer us on, we, too, walk this way looking to and leaning on the pioneer and perfector of our faith, 
Jesus, who endured hostility against himself, so that we may not 
grow weary or lose heart. 
 

May the Spirit of the crucified and risen One fill you, surround you,  
and empower you, that you may find rest for your weariness and  
renewed purpose in your heart as you continue through these                
lingering Lenten days toward the approaching season of Easter joy. 
 

Peace be with you, 
Pastor Chad 
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The Resurrection in the Lutheran Confessions 
by The Rev. Travis Berg 
 
The resurrection is the foundation of the Christian faith. This teaching is one of the fundamental          
articles of the faith. If you do not believe it, you are not a Christian. St. Paul wrote, “And if Christ is 
not risen, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins!” 
  
Indeed, the Lutheran Confessions are peppered with references to our Lord’s resurrection. But,            
surprisingly, not much is written defending or explaining Christ’s resurrection. It is assumed. The 
atoning sacrifice of Christ on the cross receives the spotlight, since the article of justification was at 
stake. 
 
However, there is one beautiful passage concerning Christ’s resurrection for us. The Formula of 
Concord, Epitome VIII, reads: “We also believe, teach, and confess that it was not a mere man who 
suffered, died, was buried, descended to hell, rose from the dead, ascended into heaven, and was 
raised to God’s majesty and almighty power for us. But it was a man whose human nature has such 
a profound, indescribable union and communion with God’s Son that it is one person with Him.” 
  
The German words describing this union and communion are “tiefe,” and “unaussprechliche.” “Tiefe” 
can mean “deep” or “profound.” The incarnation cannot be grasped by human reason. It is a                
profound teaching which can only be taught to us by God Himself. But the next word takes it even 
further. The word “unaussprechliche” means “ineffable, unspeakable, inexpressible.” The                 
incarnation cannot be explained by diagrams or by formulas. Human words fail when it comes to 
speaking comprehensively and exhaustively concerning the Word made flesh. 
 
Why do we speak of the incarnation in conjunction with Christ’s resurrection? During the Easter  
season, it is incredibly comforting for us Christians to hear that God not only died for us, but also 
rose for our justification. The Psalmist says, “Truly no man can ransom another, or give to God the 
price of his life.” If the divine and human natures do not commune with one another in the person of 
Christ, then only a man died and rose. A mere man cannot redeem his brother. But if the natures 
are united in the one person, if this Man is God, then our redemption and justification is certain and 
sure. We can point to the cross and say: “God paid the sufficient ransom for my sins.” We can point 
to the empty tomb and say: “God defeated death on my behalf.” 
 
So, during the season of Easter, let us remember who our Savior is. And during the season of 
Christmas, let us remember what our Savior has done. 
 
The Rev. Travis Berg is pastor of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Latimer, Iowa. 
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Answering Objections to the Resurrection 
by Adam Francisco 
 
Scholars and TV documentaries have proposed all sorts of theories to explain why Jesus’s tomb 
was empty on Easter morning. Here are five of these objections to Jesus’s resurrection and                 
suggestions for countering them with simple explanations. 
 
The Naturalist Objection 
Many people simply cannot believe in the resurrection — or any miracle for that matter. Dead             
people do not come back to life — not today or in the past. Therefore, Jesus could not have risen 
from the dead. As Bart Ehrman claims in his popular The New Testament: A Historical Introduction 
to the Early Christian Writings, miracles are so improbable that they should be regarded as              
impossible. Accounts of Jesus’s resurrection in the New Testament, then, should be regarded as 
stories told by Christians in the Early Church and not as accounts of real historical events. 
 
This objection to the resurrection is often called naturalism; it presumes that only the material or 
natural world exists. It rejects events caused by something other than the natural order as                 
impossible. 
 
We should challenge this objection with the sheer existence of nature. How did the universe come 
into existence? What caused (or created) it all? How can the complex design of the natural world — 
from the constants required to hold it all together to the intricacies of every individual human cell — 
be explained apart from some sort of intelligent designer? 
 
The naturalist objection to the resurrection is problematic from the start. It rejects a claim about an 
alleged fact — that Jesus rose from the dead in real time and real space — before considering the 
evidence for the claim. It assumes what is possible and draws conclusions based on its initial          
assumptions. This is circular reasoning. It assumes a viewpoint and then makes a claim based on 
that viewpoint. 
 
The claim that Jesus rose from the dead is not a point of view. It is a claim of historical fact, one 
that Paul boldly confessed “has not been done in a corner” (Acts 26:26). It may be investigated like 
any alleged historical event. Is there any historical merit to the claim? The question can and, in the 
face of unbelief, should be answered by the evidence. Jesus’s death on a cross, burial in a tomb 
that was empty three days later, and the disciples’ testimony of His resurrection are all well-
established facts. (So much so that skeptics have focused on undermining Christianity by               
attempting to explain them away.) 
 
There is no evidence to the contrary. Those in a position to produce contrary evidence — the           
Jewish and Roman authorities in the Holy Land around A.D. 30 — had every means, motive and 
opportunity to disprove the resurrection, and they did not. 
 
The naturalist objection prejudges Jesus’s resurrection and fails to take seriously its historical 
claim. It denies the resurrection based on a faith like commitment — a judgment made before           
looking at the facts — rather than a claim of fact about Jesus’s fate after His crucifixion. 
 
The Swoon Theory 
Some scholars have tried to explain away the resurrection with the so-called swoon theory. In the 
18th century, a German scholar named Karl Friedrich Bahrdt proposed that Jesus never died on 
the cross. Instead, Bahrdt claimed, Jesus faked His death by swooning, using a mixture of drugs 
He acquired from Luke the physician. Then, when He regained consciousness, He appeared to 
have risen from the dead and convinced the Jews that He was the Messiah. 
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In the ’60s, Hugh J. Schonfield popularized a version of this theory in his book The Passover Plot. It 
has gained attention yet again through the work of the late Michael Baigent. In Holy Blood, Holy 
Grail (1982) and Jesus Papers (2006), Baigent proposed that Pontius Pilate was bribed to take           
Jesus’s body down from the cross after He fell unconscious. Jesus recovered some time later and 
thereafter lived a private life. He and His partner or possibly wife, Mary Magdalene, had at least one 
child, and His descendants eventually migrated to southern France where they became a powerful 
dynasty in the early medieval kingdom of the Franks. This theory became more popular through The 
DaVinci Code in the early 2000s. 
 
Even Muslims have gotten on board with the swoon hypothesis. Books popular in Islamic circles 
like Jesus in India and Crucifixion or Cruci-fiction all claim that Jesus never died on the cross and, 
therefore, no resurrection took place. Jesus in India claims that Jesus is buried in Kashmir, India. 
The most popular and historical explanation in the Islamic tradition, though, claims that Jesus was 
not crucified at all. Instead, the Romans mistakenly crucified Judas in Jesus’s place. 
 
Scholars routinely and consistently describe the various swoon theories as pseudo-science. And for 
good reason, for they are all connected to a variety of conspiracy theories. Baigent claimed to have 
uncovered a royal bloodline that could be traced back to Jesus and Mary Magdalene. The various 
Islamic claims about the resurrection were constructed to explain a passage from Quran 4 that 
claims Jesus never died on the cross. 
 
The historical evidence for Jesus’s physical death on the cross is overwhelming. So is the forensic 
analysis. A Journal of American Medical Association article titled “On the Physical Death of Jesus 
Christ” (1986) concludes that the “weight of the historical and medical evidence indicates that Jesus 
was dead” by the time that He was taken down from the cross, and any other explanations such as 
the swoon theory are “at odds with modern medical knowledge.” 
 
There is no reason to think that anyone could survive the torture and blood loss Jesus endured           
before being nailed to the cross, the exhaustion and asphyxiation from hanging for hours on Good 
Friday, and finally the piercing of His heart to ensure He was dead. Indeed, the evidence all                 
confirms what Christians have always confessed, that Jesus suffered, died and was buried, and 
three days later He rose again. 
 
Lying or Deceived Disciples 
One of the oldest attempts to undermine the claim that Jesus rose from the dead was concocted 
within days of the event itself. You are probably already familiar with it. When the guards found the 
tomb empty early Easter morning, they reported it to the Jews: “Some of the guard went into the city 
and told the chief priests all that had taken place. And when they had assembled with the elders and 
taken counsel, they gave a sufficient sum of money to the soldiers and said, ‘Tell people, ‘His              
disciples came by night and stole him away while we were asleep.’ And if this comes to the             
governor’s ears, we will satisfy him and keep you out of trouble.’ So they took the money and did as 
they were directed. And this story has been spread among the Jews to this day” (Matt. 28:11–15). 
 
Versions of this story are still told today. In conjunction with the release of the controversial book 
The Jesus Family Tomb, the Discovery Channel and James Cameron produced a documentary 
called “The Lost Tomb of Jesus.” Both the book and the documentary try to explain Jesus’s empty 
tomb. The body of Jesus had been moved, they assert. Jesus was not really buried in the tomb 
owned by Joseph of Arimathea. Rather, the theory continues, His body was stored there temporarily 
on Good Friday, but before Easter Sunday, either the Romans moved Him to a graveyard for             
criminals or His family took custody of His body and buried Him at an undisclosed location. The 
book and documentary further claim that evidence discovered in 1980 from what is called the 
Talpiot tomb suggests the latter, as ossuaries (bone boxes) with the names Jesus, Mary and                
Joseph were found in what seems like a family tomb. All this implies that Jesus did not rise from the 
dead and that the testimony of the disciples is fraudulent. 
 



6 

However, there is no historical evidence that the Romans or Jesus’s family moved His body from the 
tomb of Joseph of Arimathea. The one piece of archeological evidence, the Talpiot tomb, is simply a 
tomb containing the remains of people bearing some of the most common names used in first             
century Jerusalem. Other names appearing in the tomb, such as “Judah, son of Jesus,” make it 
clear that this was the tomb of a different Jesus and his family and not the final resting place of           
Jesus of Nazareth. In fact, archeologists and historians of every stripe have almost unanimously             
rejected the claims of “The Lost Tomb of Jesus,” describing it (in Paul Maier’s words) as “naked 
hype, baseless sensationalism, and nothing less than a media fraud.” 
 
Mass Hallucination Theory 
Another popular attempt at undermining the evidence for the resurrection focuses on the testimony 
of the eyewitnesses. It acknowledges that many if not all of the disciples who claimed to have seen 
the resurrected Jesus did, in fact, see Him. But this all occurred after the traumatic experience of His 
crucifixion or in the midst of the grief they shared after hearing about His death. What they really 
saw, then, was not an objective, flesh-and-blood Jesus. They were experiencing hallucinations. 
Richard Carrier, one of the leading proponents of this theory, even claims that “the best explanation, 
consistent with scientific findings and the surviving evidence … is that the first Christians                   
experienced hallucinations of the risen Christ, of one form or another.” 
 
Hallucinations are not uncommon, particularly for grieving people in stressful environments. Jesus’s 
disciples certainly would have experienced such anxiety. They had just witnessed their beloved 
teacher, a man they hoped would restore the kingdom of Israel, executed in the most brutal way. 
Such an environment was just right — and ripe — for the hallucinations they experienced, it is          
alleged. The return of their friend and Lord would have alleviated their grief and comforted those 
who had lost hope. 
 
There are at least two problems with this theory. First, while hallucinations might not be unusual in 
an environment like Jerusalem amidst Jesus’s disciples following Good Friday, this theory implies 
that hundreds of people (Paul mentions over 500 in 1 Cor. 15:3–8) experienced the same                  
hallucinogenic visions. Hallucinations, however, are private and individual occurrences. They cannot 
be seen by another individual. They are not collectively experienced, and there is no evidence in 
psychological literature supporting the notion of mass hallucinations. 
 
Secondly, the eyewitnesses did not report that they only saw Jesus with their eyes or heard Him 
with their ears. They claim to have physically touched Him as well (Luke 24:36-40; 1 John 1:1; 2  
Peter 1:16). Think of the case of Thomas. Though his friends all claimed to have seen Jesus, he 
must have thought they were either making it up or, perhaps, hallucinating. John writes: “’Unless I 
see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my 
hand into his side, I will never believe.’ Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas 
was with them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
‘Peace be with you.’ Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out 
your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe'” (John 20:25–27). 
 
We might also add that if so many people who claimed to have seen Jesus after His death were  
hallucinating, there would most likely be evidence of an accusation to that effect from the first to the 
early second century. But we find none. Instead, the evidence consistently affirms His bodily           
resurrection and explains why Thomas the skeptic would boldly and finally confess, “My Lord and 
my God!” 
 
Derived From Resurrection Myths 
Modern skeptics also make at least one additional attempt to undermine the resurrection. They           
reject the historical reality of much of Jesus’s life, and explain the Gospel narratives by reviving            
outdated (and discredited) claims. They assert that Matthew, Mark, Luke and John just rework old 
Greco-Roman, Persian and Egyptian mythologies. The story of the resurrection, in particular, was  
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derived not from history but from myths about dying and rising gods found in the mystery religions of             
antiquity. As Tom Harpur alleges in The Pagan Christ (2004), “There is nothing the Jesus of the 
Gospels either said or did…that cannot be shown to have originated thousands of years before, in 
Egyptian Mystery rites and other sacred liturgies.” The death and resurrection of Jesus are, 
claims The Jesus Mysteries, “a product of Paganism!” 
 
Some similarities exist between some of the ancient mythologies and the events of Jesus’s life, 
death and resurrection. The Persian myth of Mithras, dating back to the 14th century B.C., comes 
the closest. While little is known about how it began and its peculiar teachings, by the time it            
attracted a following in the Roman Empire, the god Mithras was said to have been born of a virgin 
on December 25, to have had 12 disciples and even to have sacrificially died only to rise again three 
days later. 
 
The similarities to Christianity are uncanny, and already in the second century, a Christian apologist 
named Justin Martyr noted them. Rather than Christians copying Mithraism, however, he accused 
the Roman adopters of altering Mithraic teaching to resemble Christian teaching. Modern research 
has confirmed Justin Martyr’s accusation. That is to say, second-century Roman Mithraism was                
influenced by Christian ideas and not the other way around. 
 
The case for Christians co-opting other ancient myths is just as spurious; specialists conclude that 
there is no good historical evidence demonstrating the narratives of Jesus’s death and resurrection 
were drawn from or inspired by ancient pagan myths. 
 
Additionally, the authors of the Gospels would have written their accounts of Jesus’s life differently if 
they were trying to persuade their readers to believe what was essentially a myth. They included  
geographical, cultural and political details that could have been too easily exposed. They named 
Mary Magdalene as the first eyewitness (John 20:11–18); this makes no sense in a culture that           
regarded a woman’s testimony as questionable and inadmissible in a court of law. And Paul would 
not have suggested his readers could interview eyewitnesses who were still alive when he wrote 1 
Corinthians. Lastly, as Paul Maier says, “myths don’t make martyrs.” All but one of the apostles died 
for the confession that Jesus rose from the dead. While people might and often do die for an untrue 
cause, they do not willingly die for beliefs they know to be untrue. 
 
Dr. Adam S. Francisco teaches at Concordia University Irvine. 
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An Inv itat ion   
by Joyce Hollyday  

In  the half -l ight of dawn,  in a graveyard, it might have been tempting to believe that 
their eyes were playing tricks. But the body the women had come to anoint was indeed gone, and 
the proclamation rang out through the eeriness and emptiness of the place: “He has risen.” 
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary fled from the tomb “with fear and great joy,” according to          
Matthew’s account. It was a case of mixed emotions entirely appropriate to the occasion. The           
women were bursting to tell the news, and yet they were afraid of what had been revealed first to 
them. 
 
Before they ever reached the others, they encountered their risen Lord. He greeted them and 
then offered them the words of reassurance they most needed to hear: “Do not be afraid.” 
The words are common in the biblical narrative. At the time of Jesus’s birth, another time of                   
uncommon joy and fear, Mary, Joseph, Zechariah, and the shepherds in the fields all received the 
words as reassurance. “Do not be afraid” was part of Jesus’s invitation to Peter to be a follower, 
and the same words rang out over a storm when the disciples became fearful and an overly brave           
Peter stepped out to walk on water. 
 
Jesus regularly reminded his followers not to fear their enemies or the uncertainties that lay ahead. 
He invited three trembling disciples at his Transfiguration to discard their fear, and said to the ruler 
Jairus at his daughter’s healing, “Do not fear, only believe.” 
 
After Jesus’s crucifixion, fear ran rampant among his followers. Joseph of Arimathea, owner of the 
tomb, asked Pilate for Jesus’s body “secretly, for fear of the Jews.” Nicodemus came with spices to 
help prepare the body for burial, but only under the safe cover of night. And the inner circle of         
Jesus’s disciples, who had abandoned, and in Peter’s case even denied their Lord, remained         
hidden behind closed doors. 
 
Even the authorities who had put him to death were fearful. Great care was taken to securely seal 
the tomb. And when the news reached the chief priests that Jesus had risen, they devised a            
cover-up, offering money to the tomb guards to spread the story that Jesus’s disciples had come 
and stolen the body. 
 
Against this fear and fraud was the simple faithfulness of the women, who had stood at the cross, 
watched as the stone was rolled over the tomb, and come at dawn to anoint the body. Their reward 
was the gift of being witnesses to the Resurrection. 
 
“Do not be afraid” were Jesus’s first words to them. The message attended his birth, his ministry, 
his death and Resurrection. And it comes to us today with the same gentle and compelling clarity 
with which it was offered on that first Easter morning. 
 
There is much around us that is awesome and awful. We know too well the divisions and suffering 
that plague our world. We have seen that the authorities today use tactics similar to those                 
employed 2,000 years ago, and many people scheme to play to our fear, destroy our hope, and 
seal off our joy. 
 
But we have the confidence of our faith. We have seen the risen Lord! 
 
Mary and Mary Magdalene loved with such a perfect love that they shed their fear. Empowered by 
their faith and their encounter with the risen Christ, they ran on to proclaim what they had seen and 
what they knew to be true. As Jesus had reminded Jairus, they knew that they could not both             
believe and fear. They were among the first to know the truth that John later put into words: “There 
is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear” (1 John 4:18). 
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They challenge us to love and believe. To love Jesus with a perfect love and to believe in the power 
of his Resurrection. Certainly they grieved and experienced their hope flagging during the dark           
moments surrounding Jesus’s death. But they never lost their faith. It remained a small, steady flame 
that was fanned to brilliant, bold new life in the light of that Easter dawn. 
 
The women invite you and me to such faith. Their testimony stands through the ages. It is a                     
reminder to “rekindle the gift of God that is within you…for God did not give us a spirit of timidity but 
a spirit of power and love” (2 Tim. 1:6–7). With courage and joy, let us claim that same spirit that 
dwelt within our sisters, the first witnesses of the Resurrection. 
 

Stewardship Message 

Luke  23:46 

Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.”   

When he had said this, he breathed his last. 

I was privileged to be a part of a small group during the Lenten season who met on Zoom on 

Wednesday nights. We met to discuss a small devotional book called The Unvarnished Jesus by 

Brian Zahnd. The daily readings included a story or parable from one of the Gospel writers                

followed by a short summary or note on the significance of message. To be honest, I have always 

looked at Lent as a time to “just get through”. After all, we all know the end of the story…Easter 

morning, resurrection and new life. This small book took us through a journey to discover the time 

Jesus took to walk to Jerusalem where he would be crucified and die. 

I encountered, once again, the other characters in Jesus’s life whose actions reminded me of parts 

of myself. Instead of believing Jesus’s message of God’s unconditional love and grace as a way of 

life, I often want to manipulate God in doing things my way.   

I also discovered, maybe in a new way, the environment that surrounded Jesus during his journey.  

There was political upheaval, violence, lies and deceit, injustice against people who were 

“different”, and a hostile takeover from a foreign power. Any of this sound familiar? 

The unvarnished Jesus introduces us to a way of life lived in the open arms of God. Good Friday 

was the coronation of Jesus as King. In his death and resurrection, God turns the world upside 

down, and we are given a new direction to live a life rich in love, hope and peace. Free to be called 

the children of God living in worship and service to others. 

Louise Griffith 

Member of the Stewardship Committee. 
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, or Pesach in Hebrew, is one of the Jewish religion’s most sacred and widely observed 

holidays. In Judaism, Passover commemorates the story of the Israelites’ departure from ancient Egypt, 
which appears in the Hebrew Bible’s books of Exodus, Numbers and Deuteronomy, among other texts. 
Jews observe the weeklong festival with a number of important rituals, including a traditional Passover 
meal known as a seder, the removal of leavened products from their home, the substitution of matzo for 
bread and the retelling of the exodus tale. 
 

When is Passover? 
Passover 2021 will be from sundown on March 27, 2021, to sundown on April 4, 2021. The date of  
Passover changes each year because the date is set not by the Gregorian calendar, but by the  
lunar-based Hebrew calendar. It always occurs during the Hebrew month of Nisan. 
 

The Passover Story 
According to the Hebrew Bible, Jewish settlement in ancient Egypt first occurs when Joseph, a son of the 
patriarch Jacob and founder of one of the twelve tribes of Israel, moves his family there during a severe  
famine in their homeland of Canaan. 
 

For many years the Israelites live in harmony in the province of Goshen, but as their population grows 
the Egyptians begin to see them as a threat. After the death of Joseph and his brothers, the story goes,  
a particularly hostile pharaoh orders their enslavement and the systematic drowning of their firstborn 
sons in the Nile. 
 

Moses 
One of these doomed infants is rescued by the pharaoh’s daughter, given the name Moses (meaning 
“one who is pulled out”) and adopted into the Egyptian royal family. When he reaches adulthood, Moses 
becomes aware of his true identity and the Egyptians’ brutal treatment of his fellow Hebrews. He kills an 
Egyptian slave master and escapes to the Sinai Peninsula, where he lives as a humble shepherd for   
forty years. 
 

One day, however, Moses receives a command from God to return to Egypt and free his kin from          
bondage, according to the Hebrew bible. Along with his brother Aaron, Moses approaches the reigning 
pharaoh (who is unnamed in the biblical version of the story) several times, explaining that the Hebrew 
God has requested a three-day leave for his people so that they may celebrate a feast in the wilderness. 
 

10 Plagues 
When the pharaoh refuses, God unleashes ten plagues on the Egyptians, including turning the Nile River 
red with blood, diseased livestock, boils, hailstorms and three days of darkness, culminating in the          
slaying of every firstborn son by an avenging angel. 
 

The Israelites, however, mark the doorframes of their homes with lamb’s blood, so that the angel of 
death will recognize and “pass over” each Jewish household. 
 

Terrified of further punishment, the Egyptians convince their ruler to release the Israelites, and            
Moses quickly leads them out of Egypt. The pharaoh changes his mind, however, and sends his soldiers 
to retrieve the former slaves. 
 

As the Egyptian army approaches the fleeing Jews at the edge of the Red Sea, a miracle occurs: God 
causes the sea to part, allowing Moses and his followers to cross safely, then closes the passage and 
drowns the Egyptians. 
 

According to the Hebrew Bible, the Jews—now numbering in the hundreds of thousands—then trek 
through the Sinai desert for forty tumultuous years before finally reaching their ancestral home in              
Canaan, later known as the Land of Israel. 

https://www.history.com/topics/bible


11 

                                        
 

                                   The Easter Bunny (also called            
                                 the Easter Rabbit or Easter Hare)      
                                 is a folkloric figure and symbol of    
                                 Easter, depicted as a rabbit  
bringing Easter eggs. Originating among German       
Lutherans, the "Easter Hare" originally played the role 
of a judge, evaluating whether children were good or 
disobedient in behavior at the start of the Eastertide 
season. 
 
The Easter Bunny is sometimes depicted with clothes. 
In legend, the creature carries colored eggs in his 
basket, candy, and sometimes also toys to the homes 
of children, and as such shows similarities to Santa 
Claus or the Christkind, as they both bring gifts to  
children on the night before their respective holidays.  
 
The custom was first mentioned in Georg Franck von   
Franckenau's De ovispaschalibus (“About Easter 
Eggs”) in 1682, referring to a German tradition of an 
Easter Hare bringing Easter eggs for the children. 
Wikipedia 
  

                                  
 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Easter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rabbit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Easter_egg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lutheran
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santa_Claus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santa_Claus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christkind
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georg_Franck_von_Franckenau
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georg_Franck_von_Franckenau
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Easter Eggs: History, Origin, Symbolism, and Traditions  
by Jahnabi Barooah 
 

Brightly decorated eggs, egg rolling and egg hunts have become integral to the celebration of  
Easter. However, the tradition of painting hard-boiled eggs during springtime predates Christianity. 
In many cultures around the world, the egg is a symbol of new life, fertility, and rebirth. For               
thousands of years, Iranians and others have decorated eggs on Nowruz, the Iranian New Year 
that falls on the spring equinox.  
 

Some claim that the Easter egg has pagan roots. Before Christians celebrated the resurrection of 
Jesus, some argue ancient pagans in Europe observed the Spring Equinox as the return of the sun 
God ― a rebirth of light and an emergence from the lean winter. Some also point to the Venerable 
Bede, an English monk who wrote the first history of Christianity in England, for evidence of this 
connection. Bede argued that even the word Easter derived from a pagan fertility goddess named 
“Eostre” in English and Germanic cultures. Scholars have since noted that there is little to no                  
evidence of such a goddess outside of Bede’s writings. Also, in most other languages the word for 
Easter ― Pascua in Spanish and Pasques in French, for instance ― derives from the Greek and 
Latin Pascha or Pasch, for Passover. 
 

For Christians, the Easter egg is symbolic of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Painting Easter eggs 
is an especially beloved tradition in the Orthodox and Eastern Catholic churches where the eggs 
are dyed red to represent the blood of Jesus Christ that was shed on the cross. Easter eggs are 
blessed by the priest at the end of the Paschal vigil and distributed to the congregants. The hard 
shell of the egg represents the sealed Tomb of Christ, and cracking the shell represents Jesus’s  
resurrection from the dead. Moreover, historically Christians would abstain from eating eggs and 
meat during Lent, and Easter was the first chance to eat eggs after a long period of abstinence. 
(Orthodox Christians continue to abstain from eggs during Lent.) 
 

Easter egg hunts and egg rolling are two popular egg-related traditions. An egg hunt involves                  
hiding eggs outside for children to run around and find on Easter morning. Eggs are rolled as a               
symbolic reenactment of the rolling away of the stone from Christ’s tomb. 

Russian Easter Eggs 
 

Russian Easter eggs are connected to lots of religious symbolism. This 
is one of the reasons that many of the eggs are decorated with flowers 
that have bloomed, representing new life and the renewing of the spirit. 
Floral wooden eggs are the most common tradition in Russia. Lots of 
these eggs are handcrafted pieces that are exquisite in detail, many of 
which are exclusive to Russia. Visitors that come to the area will often 
acquire these eggs as souvenirs. There are folktales about Russian 
Eggs and how these hand-painted symbols are associated with good 
luck. That is another reason why many people are anxious to acquire 
the eggs.  
 

The tradition of Easter eggs has been long associated with the story of Mary Magdalene giving an egg to 
the Russian Emperor. It was a symbol of the resurrection. Much of the decoration of the colors is also          
associated with the encounter between Mary and the Russian Emperor Tuberous. The story connected with 
the legacy of the eggs stated that the emperor did not believe in the resurrection of Christ. He compared the 
rising of Christ from the grave to that of an egg turning red. The emperor deemed both things to be             
impossible. It is folklore that the egg he received from Mary turned red at the very moment he uttered those 
words. This led to a legacy of colorful eggs that were decorated to further symbolize the connection with 
new life. Russian artists have painted these eggs down through the years and have made a very bold              
impact on Russian culture.  
 

Faberge eggs are an interesting phenomenon arising out of the tradition of gifting Easter eggs to others  
during this time. Russian Tsars Alexander III and Nicholas II commissioned the jewelry workshop of Carl 
Faberge to create fantastical and whimsical eggs to present to members of their family. These eggs were 
made of precious metals or stones and encrusted with jewels or decorated with enamel work. They opened 
to reveal a surprise like portraits of children, miniature palaces, or a removable tiny carriage.  
 

https://www.bestpysanky.com/collections/russian-eggs 
 

https://www.huffpost.com/author/jahnabi-barooah
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Easter_egg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Egg_rolling
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Egg_hunting
https://www.huffpost.com/voices/topic/easter
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/how-long-to-hard-boil-an-egg_n_58d17f3be4b0be71dcf8c584
https://www.huffpost.com/voices/topic/easter
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/how-long-to-hard-boil-an-egg_n_58d17f3be4b0be71dcf8c584
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nowruz
http://www.thesacredscience.com/the-pagan-roots-of-easter/
http://www.christianitytoday.com/history/2009/april/was-easter-borrowed-from-pagan-holiday.html
http://www.history.com/topics/holidays/history-of-easter
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Easter_egg#Christian_symbols_and_practice
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Easter_egg#Christian_symbols_and_practice
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/lent-2012_n_1263583?ref=lent
https://www.liveabout.com/faberge-eggs-782639
https://www.thoughtco.com/most-important-russian-tsars-4145077
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Thank you! 
Many thanks to Clay Woslum for his generous donation to  
St. Paul’s computer maintenance and live-streaming equipment fund. 
 
Thank you to everyone who has supported St. Paul’s with their labor, tithes, and offerings. 
 
Thank you to all the members of the Altar Guild who keep St. Paul’s altar so beautiful. 
 
Thank you to Traci Trenoweth Angel for taking such good care of St. Paul’s youth. And many 
thanks to St. Paul’s Youth Group members for all their good works in our community. 
 
A great, big thank you to all St. Paul’s members who are part of the card writing campaign. You 
make so many folks happy! 
 
A big thank you to Jay Olshen for his ongoing work (and patience) with the live-streaming service. 
 
Thank you to Pastor Chad for everything he does for us and St. Paul’s.  
 
 

In Gratitude 
Karen Lowther would like to thank everyone who 
wrote cards and notes to her. She was so                  
surprised and thrilled by each card she received. 
They made her day! Thank you! 
 

To all who sent cards over the past months,  
I appreciate every one. It’s so nice to be  
remembered. 
 
Thank you!  

 
Vera Logie 

To My St. Paul’s Family: 

Thank you, thank you for all the                 
wonderful cards I have received. 

I miss not seeing you at church, but I 
am really homebound anymore.                  
However, I am very lucky to have two 
daughters who help me. 

Thank you again for all your good           
wishes and Valentine cards. 

Wishing everyone a Happy Easter with 
many good blessings  
 
Peace of the Lord Be with You Always, 
 
Peggy Truttman 
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   20  Dick and Judy Lowther 

17   Jim Kennett 

17   James Johnson 

17   Andrew Moltz 

17   Stan Pesis 

17   James Kennett 

18   Jaklyn Anderson 

18   Nicholas Jevne 

19   Lora McComb 

23   Oscar Anderson 

24   Pat Thunder 

28   Ferol Arnold 

 

1 Karen Ferreira  

2     George Hamilton 

3   Nellie Revelle 

5     Kelley Hopkins 

6   Susan Bunker-Niles 

6     Emily Gould  

6     Mark Marsh 

12   Mary Burgeson 

12   Austin O’Kelley 

16   Katherine Martin 

16   Greta O’Kelley 

17   Kay Elverum 

April Anniversaries 

April Birthdays 

 

LET’S PREPARE FOR THE ST. PAUL’S RUMMAGE SALE!! 
 
  Assuming that COVID is under control by the fall, and that we can come up with enough                    
  volunteers to successfully set up a sale, we are planning to hold St. Paul’s Annual Rummage 
  Sale on Saturday, October 23

rd
.  That means a few things: 

 
• We will be working at set up during the week previous to that Saturday. The setup requires          

volunteers for shifts during those days.  We welcome people for as much or as little time as they 
can spare.   

 
• We will need items to sell.  If you have been storing things during all of the confusion about 

when we might hold a sale---kudos to you! If you haven’t been keeping things but have things 
that you could donate, please begin to put those aside for the sale.  

 
• There will be a plant sale, so if you want to begin to create some plants by starting them from 

your existing plants, that is another way to contribute.   
 
  Last, but certainly not least, we can use your prayers between now and then that we can               
  successfully carry out this important fund raiser.  Andrea Rud 
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In-person worship services are held on              
Saturdays at 4:00 p.m. and Sundays at          
9:00 a.m. Please note: All social distancing 
protocols, including masks, will be in effect.  
 
Please call the church office for reservations 
by Friday noon of each week. There is a            
thirty-five (35) person limit at each worship 
service. 
 
All St. Paul’s worship services are live-
streamed via YouTube! 
 

Directions for YouTube: 
 

Click on the hyperlink or copy and paste this 
link into your web browser. 
 

The link will take you to St. Paul's YouTube 
channel where you can watch the live service.  

 

To watch recorded services, click on “Playlist” 
and then choose the Sunday service/video            
you want to watch. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCujH57tQGEsCKJhKyE8q2Lg 
 

Directions for Facebook Live 
To watch Pastor Chad’s Facebook Live         
programs, click on the hyperlink or copy and 
paste this link into your web browser. It will take 
you to Pastor Chad's Facebook page. 
 

https:/www.facebook.com/cr.adamik 
 
St. Paul’s has a new Facebook page. Check it 
out! https://www.facebook.com/St-Pauls-
Lutheran-Family-105799488263902 

 

A memorial fund has been established 
 in honor of Renee Woslum.  

Proceeds will go to the technology  
and live-streaming equipment fund.  

 
If you wish to donate, please send your 

cheques to the church’s  
Post Office Box. 

Andrea Rud  
    
Kim Neiman 
      
Ruth Fitzgerald 
    
June Bennet Hanson 
   
Marla Johnson  
In Memory of Loved Ones 
 
Judy McPhail     
In Memory of Parents, Children,  
Grandchildren, and Great Grandchildren 
 
Hannelore Hanke    
    
Traci Trenoweth Angel   
 
Linda Thronson     
 
Sharon Melsheimer     
In Loving Memory of Family and Friends 
 
Tim Hamilton                                                                       
 
Brette O’Connell Elander   
In Loving Memory of Renee Woslum 
  

Easter Lilies 

Keep the Easter                   

celebration alive. 

Attend weekly                       

worship services! 

https://www.facebook.com/cr.adamik
https://www.facebook.com/cr.adamik
https://www.facebook.com/cr.adamik
https://www.facebook.com/cr.adamik
https://www.facebook.com/cr.adamik
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Lay volunteers  
are needed! 

 
Our worship service 

depends on you!  
 

Altar Guild: Please           
contact Pastor Chad.  

The Altar Guild Chair is 
open and needs to be 

filled ASAP!  
Hop by the church and 

signup today! 
 

Counters: Mary DeFelice 
marenang@hotmail.com 
 
Greeters: Andrea Rud 
askinnd@yahoo.com 
  
Readers: Judy McPhail 
ROMAC1945@outlook.com 

 
Ushers: Dave Harrell 
davidharrell93@yahoo.com 

   

“Faith without works is dead” 
James 2:14 

There are two available positions on St. Paul’s 

Council.                                         

If you have the time to lend your talent,           

experience, and knowledge to serve this most 

important church body then don’t hesitate.  

Contact Jay Olshen at olshen@charter.net  

St. Paul’s needs YOU!  Thank you! 

Stitchers 

St. Paul’s 

Stitchers meet 

the second 

and fourth 

Tuesday of the 

month from 

9:00 to noon. 

Ideas for Easter Entertainment 

 
Michael Crawford sings “Gethsemane”  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=DsS53BARos8 

 

 

 

The Album  

“On Eagles Wings” 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=jXwP11I3UNE&list=OLAK5uy_mulwg63pjw1

Fa1XqJBzUbztMNqIz-IeY4&index=2 

 
The movie  
“Easter Parade”  
starring Judy Garland and 

Fred Astaire. 

Available on Amazon 

Prime. 

 

“The Greatest Story Ever 

Told” and “Jesus of  Nazareth” Available on 

Amazon Prime. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Hop” 

https://www.youtube. 

com/watch?v=qYZw_tL0j9U   

Available on Netflix.  

 

mailto:marenang@hotmail.com
mailto:davidharrell93@yahoo.com
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For Giggles 
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