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June 6, 2022 
 
 
My fellow siblings in Christ at St. Paul’s Lutheran Family, 
 
Grace and peace to you, from God our creator, and the Lord Jesus Christ, through the 
power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of a living God, the writer of the letter to the 
Hebrews tells us. Why? Because those hands belong to a Sculptor who shapes our lives 
with a commitment to complete the good work that has begun, work that includes both 
giving and taking away. 
 
A few months ago, I began a time of personal assessment with my husband, Tom, who 
lovingly journeyed with me. The question that arose during this time was: “Am I called to 
continue on as pastor of St. Paul’s Lutheran Family?”  
 
In addition, another reality that Tom and I are facing is that Tom’s current call as priest of 
St. Catherine of Siena Episcopal Church in Reno appears tenuous due to the financial 
strain brought on by the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
Late last month, Tom was offered the position of priest at Trinity Episcopal Church in 
Branford, Connecticut. After much heartfelt time in prayer, we have accepted Tom’s new 
call. Therefore, it is with a heavy heart that I announce my intention to resign my call as 
your pastor.  
 
While the pandemic has been painfully difficult for all of us, I now recognize that the past 
two years have especially drained me of the energy, creativity, and vision that is needed 
to lead at this crucial time in this congregation’s ministry. I recognize that I am not the 
same man I was five and a half years ago, when I accepted your call as pastor. I now 
have elderly parents who are in failing health. They will require more assistance from both 
of their sons as they prepare make significant changes. I feel drawn to be closer to my 
parent’s—to live no farther than a full day’s drive away. Also, Tom’s love for the east coast 
and for its major cities along the eastern seaboard draws him to be closer to where he 
was born, raised, and educated. (continued on other side) 
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Finally, my sense of call is evolving. I believe that God is calling me to some sort of 
ministry other than leading a congregation. Perhaps this evolving sense of call will draw 
me back into teaching? Perhaps into becoming a hospital or Hospice chaplain? Perhaps 
into something entirely new? I cannot say at this point. Yet, I sense the Holy Spirit’s 
leading amid this new opportunity for Tom. I sense the Spirit inviting both of us into new 
ways of living out our callings. We both look forward to this new adventure! 
 
My final Sunday preaching and leading worship with you will be July 17th; my last day on-
site will be Monday, July 18th. I will use my remaining three weeks of vacation time during 
the month of July, making my official resignation date August 4th. The Bishop’s Office of 
the Sierra Pacific Synod has recommended a minimum of 30 days in which we may 
properly say ‘good-bye’, taking time to celebrate the ministry we have accomplished 
together over the past five and a half years.  
 
After my departure, the Bishop’s Office will be working closely with the council in helping 
to secure pastoral care, pulpit supply, and eventually, in finding the right interim pastor to 
lead you during this time of transition. Primarily, the council will be working with Rev. 
Manda Truchinski, assistant to the bishop who oversees congregational transitions. More 
details will be available in the next few weeks. 
 
I have been praying for clarity, and the clarity God has given now requires humility and 
courage. And so, Tom and I step out in faith, trusting that God has hold of us. We step 
out for the sake of living into what God has in store. For if it is the Holy Spirit that is leading 
Tom and I into a new season, it is also the Holy Spirit leading you—the people of St. 
Paul’s Lutheran Family—into a new season, as well. The Holy Spirit is leading you into 
the future that God has in store for you.   
 
As I announce to you my resignation, I ask for you to release me of my call, a release 
which will take place toward the end of the worship service on my final Sunday with you, 
July 17. And I ask for you to continue to keep Tom and me in your prayers. 
 
May the peace of the risen Christ be with you, now and forever! 
 
 
 
 
 
Rev. Chad. R. Adamik 
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