
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday, March 16, 2020 

 

 

Dear Members, Associates, and Friends of St. Paul’s, 

 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ! 

 

I give thanks for the many gifts with which God has blessed us as a community and for the ongoing work of the Holy 

Spirit among us. Both Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions teach that God calls upon us to be wise stewards of 

God’s creation. The congregational council and I understand that living into this vocation faithfully as leaders is 

especially important as we face a global pandemic of COVID-19. We have a responsibility to do all that we can to 

keep our siblings in Christ who gather as a community at St. Paul’s well and safe, as well as to make wise decisions 

for the good of society. Toward that end, on Sunday morning, March 15th
, the congregational council and I made the 

following decisions: 

1) Sunday worship services will be cancelled for March 22nd and March 29th. The council and I will re-

evaluate whether we will need to extend the suspension of public worship. At the present time, the plan is to 

resume gathering publically at St. Paul’s for worship on Palm Sunday, April 5th. 

 

a) The remaining midweek Lenten Services are cancelled. 

 

b) Any funerals / “Celebration of Life” services that might come up will be postponed until 

after May 3rd. 

 

2) All activities will be cancelled from Monday, March 16th through Saturday, April 4th (three whole 

calendar weeks).  

 

a) The Lectionary Bible study will not meet until after April 4th. I will email Bible study 

resources to Doug Thunder, so he can upload them onto the church website each week. 

 

b) The “Inquirer’s Class” (we only met once on March 8th) will be postponed until early 

May. 

 

c) Sunday School, Confirmation class, and Youth Group will not meet until after April 

4th. Confirmation parents & students: Deanna Fine and I are working out a way that we 

might do confirmation “virtually” (through FaceTime, Zoom, SnapChat, etc.) Activities that 

will cover the topics Deanna and I were to teach will be sent via email, so that we can 

continue our learning. 

 



d) Other small groups with the congregation (Choir, the “Stitchers” quilting group, and 

ministry committees) will not be meeting. Please check with your group leaders for more 

information. Committees are exploring the possibility of meeting via conference call or 

through some other means on-line. 

 

e) Outside groups that use St. Paul’s facilities (for example, “Daughters of Norway,” 

“Natives & Newcomers,” the “Strings” music group from Carson schools, Cub Scouts, 

NA) will not be meeting at St. Paul’s until after April 4th.  

 

3) Events scheduled for immediately after Easter are still “on.” This would include the Blood Drive 

(scheduled for Sunday, April 19th) and the Rummage Sale (Saturday, April 25th). However, the council and I 

will re-evaluate this and will inform you if these events need to be rescheduled. 

 

4) I will be available for Pastoral Care needs. I plan on keeping up with visitation via phone calls and 

greeting cards. As far as in-person visitation, I plan to visit those homebound members and associates who 

are still at home and on Hospice or are near the end of their lives. Nursing homes are prohibiting visits 

unless the resident is nearing the end of their life. I will call before my visit, and I will limit my visit to 20-25 

minutes.  

 

a) I am still available for pastoral emergencies. If you are hospitalized, going through a 

crisis, or you or your loved one are nearing the end of life, I am available to visit. If you 

are hospitalized, regardless of visitation restrictions, pastors are still allowed to 

visit. I am also available to meet with you at the church for counseling. Be sure to call 

the church office to schedule an appointment, or call ahead if you plan on stopping by 

without an appointment—just to be sure I am at the church and I am available to meet.  

 

5) The church office will remain OPEN. St. Paul’s office hours are Monday – Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

Office assistant Brette O’Connell Elander and I expect to keep the day-to-day operations of St. Paul’s open.  

 

a) The mail will be checked, voicemails and emails will be answered promptly, bills will be 

paid on-time, and the newsletter will come out as usual.  

 

b) The normal procedures will be followed regarding the weekly offering and bank deposits. 

When you mail in your weekly offering, it will be secured in the financial secretary’s 

office, counted with the other offerings received in the mail by a counter (once a week), 

and then given over to our financial secretary Holly McPhail for deposit.  

 

6) Members of the Congregation Council will be proactive in reaching out to members and associates. 

It is important that people maintain connections, not to feel isolated, and know that they are loved. Also, if 

we can arrange to get someone to a doctor’s appointment, pick up prescriptions, or otherwise help, please 

inform a member of council. 

 

a) The high school youth group is volunteering to help by going to a store to shop for and 

pick up groceries for those who need to avoid the stores. Also, Wal-Mart and some other 

groceries stores will deliver groceries to your home; however, this is a service that needs to be 

set up on-line. If you prefer to maintain privacy concerning your shopping needs but are 

interested in getting signed up for at-home grocery delivery, youth group members will help you 

with that—especially if you don’t use a computer! Please contact either Traci Angel (775) 721-

5495 or Nakita Jones (775) 508-6106 to take advantage of these offers. 

 



b) Starting on March 16th and lasting through April 4th, I invite you to take a few minutes each 

day to pause for prayer. There are two times during the day in which I invite you to pray together 

(while physically apart): 12:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. You may choose either the 12:00 noon or 

9:00 p.m. option, or you may pause for prayer at BOTH times. The purpose for this is so that by 

taking time to pause, to pray, and knowing that your siblings in Christ at St. Paul’s are also 

pausing to pray at the exact same time, we may experience a sense of community at a time 

when we are told to remain physically apart. Feel free to keep a prayer journal, a blog, or even 

phone or email another member to share your prayer experience, if you wish. I only suggest 

these as ways to get the most from this prayer time and to help us maintain a sense of 

community. 

 

7) St. Paul’s still needs your financial support! With Sunday worship suspended and with so many other 

things going on, it is easy to forget about your weekly offering. St. Paul’s will still need to pay bills and meet 

payroll during the suspension. Please be sure to send in your weekly offering. You may stop by the church 

office, mail in your offering, or call the office and ask about “Simply Giving” in which your offering can be 

withdrawn from your bank account without having to remember to write a check. Please remember St. 

Paul’s in your prayers but also in the generosity of your giving! 

 

8) The council and I plan to stay in touch, providing regular updates. One way we will keep the lines of 

communication open is by publishing and distributing the weekly Worship Booklet and Announcement 

Booklet during the suspension. On the Sundays where we do not gather publically for worship, I will record a 

worship service and upload it onto YouTube (once you get to YouTube’s home page, simply type in “St. 

Paul’s Lutheran Family” in the search box, and it will take you right to St. Paul’s channel!) With the worship 

booklets, you will be able to follow along with the service as you would normally do. These will be emailed to 

those who receive the monthly newsletter by email and sent out in the regular mail to those without email. If 

the regular mail is too slow, I will see about getting the worship and announcement booklets dropped at your 

house before Sunday. 

Finally, I’d like to share a few thoughts concerning the rationale of the decision to suspend all activities and worship 

at St. Paul’s. This decision is based on the recommendations of health care and public policy professionals. We are 

beyond the point at which COVID-19 can be isolated and contained. However, through social distancing practiced 

extensively and beginning immediately, it is possible for the rate of infections to be slowed, thus avoiding those 

“worse-case” scenarios that you may have heard on the news. As you are well aware, Carson City and Northern 

Nevada already have a shortage of doctors, health care professionals, and hospital beds for its population under 

normal situations. In addition, COVID-19 testing is virtually non-existent at this time. An attempt at social distancing 

will, hopefully, prevent our already over-taxed health care systems from being completely overrun.  

 

In closing, I invite you to meditate on the words of St. Paul’s letter to the Romans: 

 

Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 

nakedness, or peril or sword?...No…For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 

nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 

will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8: 35, 37a, 38-39) 

 

Please know that you are in my prayers, and, by God’s grace, may we all continue to remember the innumerable 

blessings God has bestowed upon us. 

 

God’s peace, 

 

Rev. Chad R. Adamik, 

Pastor 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Family, Carson City, NV 


