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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

whose forgiveness is sure 
and whose steadfast love endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Together let us honestly and humbly confess 
that we have not lived as God desires. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Loving and forgiving God, 
we confess that we are held captive by sin. 
In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray. We 
have not welcomed the stranger; 
we have not loved our neighbor; 
we have not been Christ to one another. 
Restore us, O God. 
Wake us up and turn us from our sin. 
Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen. 
 
People of God, hear this glad news: 
by God’s endless grace 
your sins are forgiven, and you are free— 
free from all that holds you back 
and free to live in the peaceable realm of God. 
May you be strengthened in God’s love, 

☩ comforted by Christ’s peace, 

and accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
BLESSING OF THE ADVENT  
WREATH / LIGHTING OF  
THE 4th CANDLE   
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GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.  
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your 
abundant grace and might, free us from the sin that would 
obstruct your mercy, that willingly we may bear your 
redeeming love to all the world, for you live and reign with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

READING: 2 SAMUEL 7:1-11, 16 
1Now when the king was settled in his house, and 
the LORD had given him rest from all his enemies around 
him, 2the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am 
living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a 
tent.” 3Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you have in 
mind; for the LORD is with you.” 
  4But that same night the word of the LORD came to 
Nathan: 5Go and tell my servant David: Thus says the LORD: 
Are you the one to build me a house to live in? 6I have not 
lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of 
Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about 
in a tent and a tabernacle. 7Wherever I have moved about 
among all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with 
any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to 
shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built 
me a house of cedar?” 8Now therefore thus you shall say to 
my servant David: Thus says the LORD of hosts: I took you 
from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over 
my people Israel; 9and I have been with you wherever you 
went, and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and 
I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great 
ones of the earth. 10And I will appoint a place for my people 
Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their own 
place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict 
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them no more, as formerly, 11from the time that I appointed 
judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all 
your enemies. Moreover the LORD declares to you that 
the LORD will make you a house. 16Your house and your 
kingdom shall be made sure forever before me; your throne 
shall be established forever. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
(A time of silence follows the reading.) 
 

GOSPEL: Luke 1:26-38 
The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a 
town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a 
man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The 
virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, 
“Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29But she 
was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of 
greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, “Do not be 
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And now, 
you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will 
name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the 
Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the 
throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house 
of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no 
end.” 34Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am 
a virgin?” 35The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come 
upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow 
you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be 
called Son of God. 36And now, your relative Elizabeth in her 
old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month 
for her who was said to be barren. 37For nothing will be 
impossible with God.” 38Then Mary said, “Here am I, the 
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servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” 
Then the angel departed from her. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
 
SERMON – Rev. Chad Adamik 
 

(A time of silence follows the Sermon.)  
 
We respond to the hearing of God’s Word  
with the Creed below. 
 
CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.  
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
God of power and might, fulfill your promise and come 
quickly to this weary world. Hear our prayers for everyone in 
need. 

A brief silence. 
 
Gracious God, all generations call you blessed. In this holy 
season we pray for our neighbors of other denominations 
and faiths (Nearby churches, mosques, temples, and 
synagogues may be named). Inspire the faith of their people. 
Cultivate understanding among us and strengthen us in love 
and service to our community. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Creator God, you scatter the proud. Everything we have 
belongs first to you. Bless and protect the seas, mountains, 
plains, forests, skies, and soils that surround us. Give us 
humility as we tend them. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Righteous God, you humble the powerful and lift up the 
lowly. We pray for the leaders of all nations, that they amplify 
the voices of people in need. Guide all people entrusted with 
leadership, to create societies in which everyone can 
flourish. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Compassionate God, you fill the hungry with good things and 
send the rich away empty. Nourish those who lack access to 
adequate food and nutrition. Bless the work of advocates, 
community organizers, and food pantries. Encourage others 
to provide for their neighbors in need. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Healing God, you pour out mercy to all who cry out to you. 
Surround everyone in need of healing in body, mind, or spirit 
with your tender presence (especially). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
Eternal God, you are faithful to the promises you made to 
our forebears. We give thanks for the ministry of Katharina 
von Bora Luther and other ancestors who organized, 
planned, dreamed, encouraged, and reached out as they 
served you. We give thanks for the bold leadership of female 
leaders in our own time. Inspire others with their steadfast 
witness. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the 
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
PASSING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you all.  
And also with you. 
 
OFFERING & TITHES ARE BROUGHT FORWARD 
 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Generous God, 
you have created all that is, 
and you provide for us in every season. 
Bless all that we offer, 
that through these gifts the world will receive your blessing. 
In the name of Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray. 
Amen. 
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BLESSING 
The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, 
the long-expected Savior fill you with love, 
the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, 

☩ now and forever. 

Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies  
Annual License #SB119698. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

ST. PAUL’S VITAL STATS 
 
 
 
 

ATTENDANCE 
11/14/2020 & 11/15/2020: 35 
11/21/2020 & 11/22/2020: 35 
11/28/2020 & 11/29/2020: 32 

 
OFFERINGS 

                     11/14/2020 & 11/15/2020 – $1,990.00 
                     11/21/2020 & 11/22/2020 – $2,960.00 

     11/28/2020 & 11/29/2020 – $1,665.00 
12/01/2020 – $1,325.00 

          12/06/2020 – $200.00 
12/13/2020 – $5,666.00 

 
Our offerings are often falling short of our weekly goals. 

 

Offering amounts include budgetary receipts. 
 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
 

To meet our 2019-2020 budget, we need 
average unrestricted donations of $4,719 per week. 

 
The Simply Giving Program is promoted by  

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 
and administered by Vanco Payment Solutions. 

If you are interested in using this service, or have any 
questions, please call Holly McPhail at 775 443-6639. 

You may also pick-up Thrivent forms at the church office. 
 

Thank you for your continuing support of our ministry at 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Family! 
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SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES   
Raelynn Norman (niece of Judy McPhail),                                                  
Matthew Russell (nephew of Judy McPhail),  
Brandon Luterick, Heather Joyner (Johnson),  
Peter Elverum, Sarah McGee, Olivia Lesperance,  
John Duffy (nephew of Sharon and Tom Gesick),  
and Justin Snowden. 
                                                            
 
FIREFIGHTERS/PEACE OFFICERS 
Andy Steyn, Brian Hillenbrand, Tina Sherman, Mark 
Dickens, John Gould, Michael Gould, and Jason Wildblood. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYERS FOR HEALING  
Judy McPhail who was recently hospitalized and is 
undergoing tests; John Samp, Dave and Ellen Harrell’s son-
in-law who is scheduled for surgery to remove a growth on 
his skull and spine; Bev Steinert’s son-in-law (Ken’s brother) 
Larry who is battling cancer; Edward Yoho, recovering from 
surgery; Betty Clamp, Ray Dalke, kidney and heart failure 
(nephew of Gayle Kennett); Doug Thunder, knee 
replacement surgery; Bill Sandell, hospitalized for surgery; 
Wayne Opperman, recovery from hip replacement surgery; 
James Wilson, Hannelore Hanke, Frank Bartlett, Renee 
Woslum, Glenn Laursen, Edward Yoho, Madelene Yoho, 
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Fern Yoho, Maxine McGregor (Madelene’s sister), DeWayne 
Evans, Lynn Gross, Evelyn Luterick, Sarah Jevne, Peggy 
Truttman, Norman Brewer (Mary DeFelice’s brother), 
Katherine, cancer (Susie Anderson’s sister); Holly and Trevis  
(Requested by Deon Ferguson, a friend of St. Paul’s); Ryan 
Lynch, diagnosed with lymphoma (Godson of Peg and John 
Bradtke); Richard Bradshaw, cancer (Ruth Fitzgerald’s 
cousin); and a special prayer for all the victims of COVID-19.  
Please pray this pandemic will end soon! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CONTINUING PRAYERS FOR Frank and Shirley Bartlett, 
Bev Gutzman, and Sandy Danforth, Carol Kalleres, 
continued health issues; Bev Steinert, ongoing vision issues; 
James Wilson, continued health issues; Mary Ann Adamik, 
healing; Ellen Harrell, medical issues; Betty Razor, healing; 
Debbie Revelle, healing from severe heart and lung disease; 
Maxine Bowton, Harold Nolte, Karen (Hone) Nolte, and 
Diana Johns. 
 
COMMEMORATION  
Katharina von Bora Luther, renewer of the church, died 1552 
Sunday, December 20, 2020 
 
Born to an impoverished nobleman, Katie eventually took 
vows as a nun, but around age twenty-four she and several 
other nuns who were influenced by the writings of Martin 
Luther left the convent. Six children were born to Katie and 
Martin. ~ Sundays and Seasons 
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We grieve with the family of the Reverend Roland E. “Roly” 
Grumm. Pastor Grumm passed away on Sunday, November 
29th at Renown from complications of COVID. Pastor Roly 
served Holy Cross Lutheran Church in Reno from 1986 to 
1996 and remained in Reno after his retirement. Before his 
call to Holy Cross, Pastor Roly served in the California Bay 
Area. 
 
We grieve with the family of the Reverend John “Jack” 
Erickson. Pastor Erickson passed away Sunday, December 
6th from complications of COVID. Pastor Jack served 
Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd in Reno for about 
twenty years, retiring in 2000. Pastor Jack's daughter is also 
battling COVID.  
 
Both Pastor Roly and Pastor Jack were involved with the 
formation of what is now LEAN (Lutheran Engagement and 
Advocacy in Nevada) and were passionate about living out 
the Gospel through advocacy. Both pastors were 
instrumental in their respective ministries in moving the 
ELCA toward full inclusion of both women and LGBTQ+ 
persons ordained into the Ministry of Word and Sacrament.  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 
 

Advent Prayer Services and A 
Time of Gathering will be held on 
Zoom every Thursday evening at 

7:00 PM during Advent.  
 

 

 
 

 
 
Don’t forget to wear   
your masks indoors  
and outdoors. 
We want you all  
to be safe and  
well now and  
in the coming year. 
 
 
 
Do you think you’ve missed some emails from St. Paul’s? 
These emails may have ended up in your spam folder. 
Periodically check your spam folder. If you see emails in 
there from St. Paul’s, mark them as NOT SPAM. That way, 
future emails will arrive in your in-box. Thank you! 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



14 

 

Elf-ing 2020 
 
St. Paul's Youth Group will be doing the annual 'Elf-ing' for 
homebound members and friends of St. Paul's, as well as for 
anyone in need of Christmas cheer: those grieving the loss 
of a loved one, those dealing with a difficult diagnosis, those 
battling chronic pain, etc. 
 
Youth who are 'Elf-ing' will meet at the church building 
at 10:00 AM for a special “Socially-Distanced Elf-ing – 
2020”. This year, the entire youth group will be unable to visit 
in one large group, but the youth will divide into several small 
groups and visit those on the “Visitation Team” list, as well 
as those who have alerted Pastor Chad of an illness or crisis 
and are in need of extra visits.  
 
You will be called in advance of the elves’ arrival. Those 
who are 'Elf-ing' will not be able to come into homes this 
year; they will deliver a special gift on your porch or in your 
doorway, keeping physical distance. 
 
Thank you again for your understanding, as 'Elf-ing' will be 
done a little differently this year in light of COVID-19. See 
you soon!  Traci Angel, Amanda Castillo, and Nakita Jones 
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Many thanks to Traci Angel and the WELCA ladies Renee 

Woslum, Sharon Gesick, Andrea Rud, and Charlotte 

LaCombe for organizing the Angel Tree and dinner for two 

needy families this Christmastide. Their love and dedication 

to this project is greatly appreciated. 

 

Thanks also to the Youth Group members who did the gift 

shopping with the cash that was donated. The kids also 

wrapped the gifts. 

 

We especially thank the generous members of St. Paul’s 

who donated gifts and cash, so that every child’s wish list 

could be fulfilled. Without you, the Angel Tree could not have 

been such a wonderful success. 

 

 


