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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

whose forgiveness is sure 
and whose steadfast love endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Together let us honestly and humbly confess 
that we have not lived as God desires. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Loving and forgiving God, 
we confess that we are held captive by sin. 
In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray. We 
have not welcomed the stranger; 
we have not loved our neighbor; 
we have not been Christ to one another. 
Restore us, O God. 
Wake us up and turn us from our sin. 
Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen. 
 
People of God, hear this glad news: 
by God’s endless grace 
your sins are forgiven, and you are free— 
free from all that holds you back 
and free to live in the peaceable realm of God. 
May you be strengthened in God’s love, 

☩ comforted by Christ’s peace, 

and accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen.  
 
 
 
BLESSING OF THE ADVENT WREATH /  
LIGHTING OF THE 3rd CANDLE  
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GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.  
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open 
our ears to the words of your prophets, that, anointed by 
your Spirit, we may testify to your light; through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

READING: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 

 1The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, 
  because the Lord has anointed me; 
 he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 
  to bind up the brokenhearted, 
 to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
  and release to the prisoners; 
 2to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, 
  and the day of vengeance of our God; 
  to comfort all who mourn; 
 3to provide for those who mourn in Zion— 
  to give them a garland instead of ashes, 
 the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 
  the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 
 They will be called oaks of righteousness, 
  the planting of the Lord, to display his glory. 
 4They shall build up the ancient ruins, 
  they shall raise up the former devastations; 
 they shall repair the ruined cities, 
  the devastations of many generations. 
 
 8For I the Lord love justice, 
  I hate robbery and wrongdoing; 
 I will faithfully give them their recompense, 
  and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 
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 9Their descendants shall be known among the nations, 
  and their offspring among the peoples; 
 all who see them shall acknowledge 
  that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed. 
 10I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, 
  my whole being shall exult in my God; 
 for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 
  he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
 as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 
  and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
 11For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
  and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 
 so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise 
  to spring up before all the nations. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
(A time of silence follows the reading.) 
 

GOSPEL: John 1:6-8, 19-28 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was 
John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all 
might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but 
he came to testify to the light. 
 
  19This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent 
priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are 
you?” 20He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I 
am not the Messiah.” 21And they asked him, “What then? Are 
you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” He 
answered, “No.” 22Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let 
us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say 
about yourself?” 23He said,  
 “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 
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 ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ ” 
as the prophet Isaiah said. 
  24Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25They 
asked him, “Why then are you baptizing if you are neither the 
Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” 26John answered 
them, “I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom 
you do not know, 27the one who is coming after me; I am not 
worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” 28This took place in 
Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
SERMON – Rev. Chad Adamik 
 

(A time of silence follows the Sermon.)  
We respond to the hearing of God’s Word  
with the Creed below. 
 
CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 



6 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
God of power and might, shine your radiance and come 
quickly to this weary world. Hear our prayers for everyone in 
need. 

A brief silence. 

God of preachers and messengers, you have entrusted your 
church with the work of proclaiming good news. Strengthen 
the witness of bishops, pastors, deacons, church musicians, 
lay leaders, and all people who contribute their prayers and 
talents to public worship (the congregation’s worship leaders 
may be named). Embed your word in their hearts. Hear us, 
O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of every living creature, you announce the year of your 
favor for all of creation. Extend your kindness and relief to 
endangered animals and plants. Strengthen the human 
beings who rely on the rhythms of nature to make their living. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of all peoples and nations, you plant us as your oaks of 
righteousness and ask us to care for one another. Be 
present with the leaders of every nation as they govern. Give 
them a spirit of righteousness, that your goodness and 
mercy is revealed through their actions. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of exiles and wanderers, you repair what was once 
destroyed. We pray for people who have been displaced 
from their homes by fire, flood, earthquake, or storm 
(survivors of recent natural disasters may be named). 
Support the work of Lutheran World Relief, Lutheran 
Disaster Response, and all disaster relief organizations in 
their recovery efforts. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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God of the powerful and helpless, you clothe us with 
strength when our spirits are weak and weary. Bestow your 
spirit upon this congregation and empower us to comfort the 
people who turn to us in times of need. Make your church a 
place of refuge and healing. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

God of sinners and saints, you offer joy even in the midst of 
our grief. We are grateful for the beloved, imperfect people 
whose lives testified to your radiant love (especially Lucy, 
martyr of the church). Anoint all who mourn with the oil of 
gladness. Hear us, O God. 
 
Your mercy is great. 
Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the 
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
PASSING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you all.  
And also with you. 
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OFFERING & TITHES ARE BROUGHT FORWARD 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Generous God, 
you have created all that is, 
and you provide for us in every season. 
Bless all that we offer, 
that through these gifts the world will receive your blessing. 
In the name of Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray. 
Amen. 
 
 
BLESSING 
The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, 
the long-expected Savior fill you with love, 
the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, 

☩ now and forever. 

Amen. 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies  
Annual License #SB119698. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

ST. PAUL’S VITAL STATS 
 
 
 
 

ATTENDANCE 
11/14/2020 & 11/15/2020: 35 
11/21/2020 & 11/22/2020: 35 
11/28/2020 & 11/29/2020: 32 

 
OFFERINGS 

                     11/14/2020 & 11/15/2020 - $1,990.00 
                     11/21/2020 & 11/22/2020 - $2,960.00 

    11/28/2020 & 11/29/2020 - $1,665.00 
12/06/2020 - TBA 

 
Our offerings are often falling short of our weekly goals. 

 

Offering amounts include budgetary receipts. 
 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
 

To meet our 2019-2020 budget, we need 
average unrestricted donations of $4,719 per week. 

 
The Simply Giving Program is promoted by  

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 
and administered by Vanco Payment Solutions. 

 
If you are interested in using this service, or have any 
questions, please call Holly McPhail at 775 443-6639. 

You may also pick-up Thrivent forms at the church office. 
 

Thank you for your continuing support of our ministry at 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Family! 
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SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES   
Raelynn Norman (niece of Judy McPhail),                                                      
Matthew Russell (nephew of Judy McPhail),  
Brandon Luterick, Heather Joyner (Johnson),  
Peter Elverum, Sarah McGee, Olivia Lesperance,  
John Duffy (nephew of Sharon and Tom Gesick),  
and Justin Snowden. 
                                                            
 
FIREFIGHTERS/PEACE OFFICERS 
Andy Steyn, Brian Hillenbrand, Tina Sherman, Mark 
Dickens, John Gould, Michael Gould, and Jason Wildblood. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYERS FOR HEALING Bev Steinert’s son-in-law (Ken’s 
brother) Larry who is battling cancer; Edward Yoho, 
recovering from surgery; Betty Clamp, Ray Dalke, kidney 
and heart failure (nephew of Gayle Kennett); Doug Thunder, 
knee replacement surgery; Bill Sandell, hospitalized for 
surgery; Wayne Opperman, recovery from hip replacement 
surgery; James Wilson, Hannelore Hanke, Frank Bartlett, 
Renee Woslum, Glenn Laursen, Edward Yoho, Madelene 
Yoho, Fern Yoho, Maxine McGregor (Madelene’s sister), 
DeWayne Evans, Lynn Gross, Evelyn Luterick, Sarah Jevne, 
Peggy Truttman, Norman Brewer (Mary DeFelice’s brother), 
Katherine, cancer (Susie Anderson’s sister); Holly and Trevis  
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(Requested by Deon Ferguson, a friend of St. Paul’s); Ryan 
Lynch, diagnosed with lymphoma (Godson of Peg and John 
Bradtke); Richard Bradshaw, cancer (Ruth Fitzgerald’s 
cousin); and a special prayer for all the victims of COVID-19.  
Please pray this pandemic will end soon! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CONTINUING PRAYERS FOR Frank and Shirley Bartlett, 
Bev Gutzman, and Sandy Danforth, Carol Kalleres, 
continued health issues; Bev Steinert, ongoing vision issues; 
James Wilson, continued health issues; Mary Ann Adamik, 
healing; Ellen Harrell, medical issues; Betty Razor, healing; 
Debbie Revelle, healing from severe heart and lung disease; 
Maxine Bowton, Harold Nolte, Karen (Hone) Nolte, and 
Diana Johns. 
 
 
 
 
 

GREAT NEWS! 
Pastor Chad has tested  
NEGATIVE 
for COVID-19! 
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We grieve with the family of the Reverend Roland E. “Roly” 
Grumm. Pastor Grumm passed away on Sunday, November 
29th at Renown from complications of COVID. Pastor Roly 
served Holy Cross Lutheran Church in Reno from 1986 to 
1996 and remained in Reno after his retirement. Before his 
call to Holy Cross, Pastor Roly served in the California Bay 
Area. 
 
We grieve with the family of the Reverend John “Jack” 
Erickson. Pastor Erickson passed away Sunday, December 
6th from complications of COVID. Pastor Jack served 
Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd in Reno for about 
twenty years, retiring in 2000. Pastor Jack's daughter is also 
battling COVID.  
 
Both Pastor Roly and Pastor Jack were involved with the 
formation of what is now LEAN (Lutheran Engagement and 
Advocacy in Nevada) and were passionate about living out 
the Gospel through advocacy. Both pastors were 
instrumental in their respective ministries in moving the 
ELCA toward full inclusion of both women and LGBTQ+ 
persons ordained into the Ministry of Word and Sacrament.  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 
 
 
 

Advent Prayer Services and A 
Time of Gathering will be held on 
Zoom every Thursday evening at 

7:00 PM during Advent.  
 

 

 
Night off the Streets (N.O.T.S.) Warming Shelter reopened 
December 5th at First Presbyterian Church on Division St. in 
Carson City. There is a huge need for volunteers! If you are 
interested in volunteering for the NOTS Warming Shelter, 
contact volunteer coordinator Molly McGregor at (775) 350-
9511. Thank you! 
 

 
Christmas Cards 
Do you need any Christmas cards? 
Joan and Jere Schultz have donated  
several dozen cards. You can pick up 
the cards during normal office hours. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Don’t forget to wear your masks  

indoors and outdoors. 
We want you all to be safe and  

well now and in the coming year. 
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Do you think you’ve missed some emails from St. Paul’s? 
These emails may have ended up in your spam folder. 
Periodically check your spam folder. If you see emails in 
there from St. Paul’s, mark them as NOT SPAM. That way, 
future emails will arrive in your in-box. Thank you! 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Drive-through Living Nativity 

  

There’s one more night of the  

Drive-through Living Nativity in  

Carson City. It’s this Sunday,  

December 13th. It begins at  

6:30 and goes to 7:30 p.m. 

  

The route begins at Division and King St.  
Please note, there is no walking path this year. 
 
There is no charge to attend, but non-perishable food 
donations for FISH are always accepted. 
 

https://www.carson1umc.com/living-nativity-2020 
 

https://www.carson1umc.com/living-nativity-2020
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