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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

The congregation is invited to reply in places where the bold print appears. 

 

PRELUDE 

 

 

GATHERING SONG: ‘Were You There?’ 

 

1. Were you there when they crucified my Lord?  (Were you there?) 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? (Were you there?) 

O – o – o – o – h! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? (Were you there?) 

 

2. Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree?  (Were you there?) 

Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree? (Were you there?) 

O – o – o – o – h! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree? (Were you there?) 

 

3. Were you there when they pierced Him in the side?  (Were you there?) 

Were you there when they pierced Him in the side? (Were you there?) 

O – o – o – o – h! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

Were you there when they pierced Him in the side? (Were you there?) 

 

4. Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb?  (Were you there?) 

Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb? (Were you there?) 

O – o – o – o – h! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb? (Were you there?) 

 

5. Were you there when He rose up from the dead?  (Were you there?) 

Were you there when He rose up from the dead? (Were you there?) 

O – o – o – o – h! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

Were you there when He rose up from the dead? (Were you there?) 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who forgives all our sin, 

whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 

 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

(A time of silence is kept for reflection.) 

 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your 

will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 

God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of 

Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 

your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you.  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Let us pray.  

O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking 

of bread, open the eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in all his 

redeeming work, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 25: 6-9 

A reading from Isaiah.  

 6On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples 

  a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, 

  of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 

 7And he will destroy on this mountain 

  the shroud that is cast over all peoples, 

  the sheet that is spread over all nations; 

  8he will swallow up death forever. 

 Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces, 

  and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, 

  for the LORD has spoken. 

 9It will be said on that day, 

  Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. 

  This is the LORD for whom we have waited; 

  let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
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A time of silence follows the reading. 

 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 5:6b-8 

A reading from 1 Corinthians. 
6bDo you not know that a little yeast leavens the whole batch of dough? 7Clean out 

the old yeast so that you may be a new batch, as you really are unleavened. For our 

paschal lamb, Christ, has been sacrificed. 8Therefore, let us celebrate the festival, 

not with the old yeast, the yeast of malice and evil, but with the unleavened bread of 

sincerity and truth. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

A time of silence follows the reading. 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: 

Alleluia! Our hearts | burn within us* while you open to | us the scriptures. 

Alleluia! (Luke 24:32) 

 

 
GOSPEL: Luke 24:13-49 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
13Now on that same day [when Jesus had appeared to Mary Magdalene,] two [disciples] were 

going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, 14and talking with each 

other about all these things that had happened.  

 
15While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, 16but 

their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17And he said to them, “What are you discussing 

with each other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. 18Then one of them, 

whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not 

know the things that have taken place there in these days?” 19He asked them, “What things?” 

They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word 

before God and all the people, 20and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be 

condemned to death and crucified him. 21But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem 

Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. 
22Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, 
23and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that they had indeed 
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seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. 24Some of those who were with us went to 

the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see him.”  

 
25Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the 

prophets have declared! 26Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and 

then enter into his glory?” 27Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to 

them the things about himself in all the scriptures. 

 
28As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going 

on. 29But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the 

day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them.  

 
30When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 
31Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. 
32They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on 

the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” 33That same hour they got up and returned 

to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions gathered together. 34They were 

saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” 35Then they told what had 

happened on the road, and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread. 

 

 36While they were talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, “Peace 

be with you.” 37They were startled and terrified and thought that they were seeing a ghost. 38He 

said to them, “Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39Look at my 

hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and 

bones as you see that I have.” 40And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his 

feet. 41While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you 

anything here to eat?” 42They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43and he took it and ate in their 

presence. 

 
44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—

that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be 

fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he said to them, 

“Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47and 

that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning 

from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49And see, I am sending upon you what my 

Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

SERMON – Rev. Chad R. Adamik 

 

A time of silence follows the sermon. 
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SONG OF THE DAY: ‘Christ the Lord is Risen Today!’ 
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CREED 

With boldness, we profess out faith in the word of the Nicene Creed: 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

*Or, “who proceeds from the Father.” The phrase “and the Son” is a later addition to the creed. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of 

God in all times and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in 

need. (Brief Silence) 

 

God of resurrection, from the very beginning you give the church the gift of women 

as your witnesses: as preachers, teachers, and leaders (especially). Open our ears to 

their proclamation this day and always. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

All your creation praises you—the earth hums, the seas pulse, the stars shine, and 

the galaxies whirl in glorious harmonies to honor you. Let us hear and blend our 

voices in the song. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

The countries of the world experience disunity and conflict; we set our minds on 

fear and greed rather than on your rule of justice and steadfast love. Build up all 

countries on your cornerstone of peace. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

We still weep with those who weep, and mourn with those who mourn. Cradle the 

fearful, the suffering, and the dying, assuring them of your loving presence 

(especially). Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Bless the creative and helpful service of worship leaders this day: musicians, 

ushers, greeters, worship assistants, preachers, readers, and all others who provide 

welcome and hospitality in our midst. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Risen Lord, you went ahead of us into the grave and defeated the powers of evil. 

We remember those who have died (especially). Inspire us to live our lives in this 

resurrection hope and draw us to you in our final days. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray 

into your eternal care; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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PASSING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you. 

And with you, too.  

 

 

 

CANTICLE OF THANKSGIVING: 

Salvation belongs to our God 

and to Christ the Lamb forever and ever. 

Great and wonderful are your deeds, 

O God of the universe; 

just and true are your ways, 

O Ruler of all the nations. 

Who can fail to honor you, Lord, 

and sing the glory of your name? 

Salvation belongs to our God 

and to Christ the Lamb forever and ever. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

and blessed is the one 

whose name is the Word of God. 

All praise and thanks to you, holy God! 

Salvation belongs to our God 

and to Christ the Lamb forever and ever. 
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THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 

Let us pray. 

Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you 

spoke light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into 

being. For your Word of life, O God, 

we give you thanks and praise. 

 

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom 

from captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for 

life with you. For your Word of life, O God, 

we give you thanks and praise. 

 

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: 

forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-

giving love. For your Word of life, O God, 

we give you thanks and praise. 

 

Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, 

increase our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to 

your Word, O God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory 

forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER:  

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us…. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
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SENDING 
God sends us forth in the service of others. 

 

BLESSING 

The God of steadfastness and encouragement 

grant you to live in harmony with one another, 

in accordance with Christ Jesus. 

Amen. 

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 

so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

SENDING 

People of God, we have been given a mission: 

“St. Paul’s Lutheran Family lifts high the cross to proclaim the good news of 

God’s love to all people.” 

 

People of God, we have been given a vision: 

“The vision of St. Paul’s Lutheran Family is to seek God’s path for our lives 

and the life of the church and to compassionately lead, serve, and share Jesus 

Christ with the community and world.” 

 

People of God, we have much work to do: 

“For every house is built by someone, but the builder of all things is God” 

(Hebrews 3:4) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



13 

 

SENDING SONG: ‘Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing (vv. 1, 2, & 5) 

 

1 Christ is alive! Let Christians sing.  

 The cross stands empty to the sky. 

 Let streets and homes with praises ring. 

 Love, drowned in death, shall never die. 

 

2 Christ is alive! No longer bound 

 to distant years in Palestine, 

 but saving, healing, here and now, 

 and touching ev’ry place and time. 

 

5 Christ is alive, and comes to bring 

 good news to this and every age, 

 till earth and sky and ocean ring 

 with joy, with justice, love, and praise. 
 

Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936 

Text © 1975, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace! Share the good news! 

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

POSTLUDE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #SB119698. 
 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 


