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A SIMPLE MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE 
On-line, via ‘YouTube’ 

 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Family April 9, 2020 

 
PRELUDE   

A time to prepare one’s heart for worship. 

 
We gather to mark the last day of the earthly life of 

Jesus. After the story is read, you may sing or recite 

the printed refrain each time, using the familiar 

tune of ‘Were You There when the Crucified My 

Lord”, followed by a few moments in silent 

reflection. 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

SONG: ‘Go to Dark Gethsemane’  

1 Go to dark Gethsemane, 

 all who feel the tempter's pow'r; 

 your Redeemer's conflict see. 

 Watch with him one bitter hour; 

 turn not from his griefs away; 

 learn from Jesus Christ to pray. 

 

2 Follow to the judgment hall, 

 view the Lord of life arraigned; 

 oh, the wormwood and the gall! 

 Oh, the pangs his soul sustained! 

 Shun not suff'ring, shame, or loss; 

 learn from him to bear the cross. 

 

3 Calv'ry's mournful mountain climb; 

 there, adoring at his feet, 

 mark that miracle of time, 

 God's own sacrifice complete. 

 "It is finished!" hear him cry; 

 learn from Jesus Christ to die. 

 

4 Early hasten to the tomb, 

 where they laid his breathless clay; 

 all is solitude and gloom. 

 Who has taken him away? 

 Christ is ris'n! He meets our eyes. 

 Savior, teach us so to rise. 
 
Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854 

 

Leader:  This is the day, 

ALL:     that Christ gathered with his          

               disciples in an upper room.  

Leader:   This is the day, 

ALL:      that Christ shared a meal as a  

               sign of his great love. 

 

Leader:    This is the day, 

ALL:       that Christ took a towel and  

                washed the disciples’ feet and     

                showed us how to serve others. 

 

 

 

SONG: ‘Jesus Is A Rock in A Weary Land’ 

Refrain 

 Jesus is a rock in a weary land, 

 a weary land, a weary land; 

 my Jesus is a rock in a weary land, 

 a shelter in a time of storm. 

 
1 No one can do like Jesus, 

 not a mumbling word he said;  

 he went walking down to Lazarus' grave,  

 and he raised him from the dead.  Refrain 

 

2 When Jesus was on earth, 

 the flesh was very weak; 

 he took a towel and girded himself 

 and he washed his disciples' feet.  Refrain 

 

3 Yonder comes my Savior, 

 him whom I love so well; 

 he has the palm of victory 

 and the keys of death and hell.  Refrain 
 
Text: African American spiritual 
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Reading:  Matthew 26: 17-25  

‘The Passover with His Disciples’ 

 

17 On the first day of Unleavened Bread the 

disciples came to Jesus, saying, ‘Where do you 

want us to make the preparations for you to eat the 

Passover?’ 18He said, ‘Go into the city to a certain 

man, and say to him, “The Teacher says, My time is 

near; I will keep the Passover at your house with my 

disciples.” ’ 19So the disciples did as Jesus had 

directed them, and they prepared the Passover meal. 

20 When it was evening, he took his place with the 

twelve;* 21and while they were eating, he said, 

‘Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me.’ 22And 

they became greatly distressed and began to say to 

him one after another, ‘Surely not I, Lord?’ 23He 

answered, ‘The one who has dipped his hand into 

the bowl with me will betray me. 24The Son of Man 

goes as it is written of him, but woe to that one by 

whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have 

been better for that one not to have been 

born.’ 25Judas, who betrayed him, said, ‘Surely not 

I, Rabbi?’ He replied, ‘You have said so.’ 

(After the reading, sing or recite) 

Were you there when he gathered with his 

friends? 

Were you there when he gathered with his 

friends? 

O……sometimes is causes me to tremble, 

tremble, tremble. 

Were you there when he gathered with his 

friends? 
 

(silence) 

 

Reading: Matt. 26: 26-30 

‘The Lord’s Supper’ 

 

26 While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of 

bread, and after blessing it he broke it, gave it to the 

disciples, and said, ‘Take, eat; this is my 

body.’ 27Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks 

he gave it to them, saying, ‘Drink from it, all of 

you; 28for this is my blood of the* covenant, which 

is poured out for many for the forgiveness of 

sins. 29I tell you, I will never again drink of this fruit 

of the vine until that day when I drink it new with 

you in my Father’s kingdom.’ 

30 When they had sung the hymn, they went out to 

the Mount of Olives. 

Were you there when he gave them bread and 

wine? 

Were you there when he gave them bread and 

wine? 

O……sometimes is causes me to tremble, 

tremble, tremble. 

Were you there when he gave them bread and 

wine? 

 

(silence) 

 

Prayer: (in unison) 

Creator of heaven and earth, you spoke and 

order emerged from chaos, creation from the 

formless void, and light from darkness. You 

formed us in your image and called us to be your 

people. You spoke words of truth and law and 

created us a community. Through the prophets 

you called us to justice and peace.  

 

In the fullness of time your word became flesh 

and lived among us, and in him we saw your full 

glory. He shared our human nature; he lived and 

died as one of us. He taught those who sought to 

follow his way; he healed the sick, ate and drank 

with outcasts, cured the blind, and proclaimed 

the good news of your kingdom.  

 

We give you thanks for Christ, for the gift of 

your love and grace. Amen. 

 

 

Remembering the Story: 

On the night he was betrayed, Jesus took bread, and 

when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to 

his disciples, saying, “Take, eat; this is my body 

given for you; do this in remembrance of me.”  

 

After supper he took the cup, and when he had 

given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink 

this, all of you; this is my blood of the new 

covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 

the forgiveness of sins; do this, as often as you 

drink of it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

Prayer: 

Holy God, on this night Jesus gave his disciples a 

new commandment, to love one another as he loved 

them. Write this commandment on our hearts and 

strengthen us in service, in unity and in love. In the 

name of Jesus, we pray. Amen. 
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Reading: John 13 

‘Jesus Washed the Feet of His Disciples’ 

 

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew 

that his hour had come to depart from this world 

and go to the Father. Having loved his own who 

were in the world, he loved them to the end. 2The 

devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son 

of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during 

supper 3Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all 

things into his hands, and that he had come from 

God and was going to God, 4got up from the 

table,* took off his outer robe, and tied a towel 

around himself. 5Then he poured water into a basin 

and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe 

them with the towel that was tied around him. 6He 

came to Simon Peter, who said to him, ‘Lord, are 

you going to wash my feet?’ 7Jesus answered, ‘You 

do not know now what I am doing, but later you 

will understand.’ 8Peter said to him, ‘You will never 

wash my feet.’ Jesus answered, ‘Unless I wash you, 

you have no share with me.’ 9Simon Peter said to 

him, ‘Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and 

my head!’ 10Jesus said to him, ‘One who has bathed 

does not need to wash, except for the feet,* but is 

entirely clean. And you* are clean, though not all of 

you.’ 11For he knew who was to betray him; for this 

reason he said, ‘Not all of you are clean.’ 

12 After he had washed their feet, had put on his 

robe, and had returned to the table, he said to them, 

‘Do you know what I have done to you? 13You call 

me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is 

what I am. 14So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have 

washed your feet, you also ought to wash one 

another’s feet. 15For I have set you an example, that 

you also should do as I have done to you. 16Very 

truly, I tell you, servants* are not greater than their 

master, nor are messengers greater than the one who 

sent them. 17If you know these things, you are 

blessed if you do them. 18I am not speaking of all of 

you; I know whom I have chosen. But it is to fulfil 

the scripture, “The one who ate my bread* has lifted 

his heel against me.” 19I tell you this now, before it 

occurs, so that when it does occur, you may believe 

that I am he.* 20Very truly, I tell you, whoever 

receives one whom I send receives me; and 

whoever receives me receives him who sent me.’ 

21 After saying this Jesus was troubled in spirit, and 

declared, ‘Very truly, I tell you, one of you will 

betray me.’ 22The disciples looked at one another, 

uncertain of whom he was speaking. 23One of his 

disciples—the one whom Jesus loved—was 

reclining next to him; 24Simon Peter therefore 

motioned to him to ask Jesus of whom he was 

speaking. 25So while reclining next to Jesus, he 

asked him, ‘Lord, who is it?’ 26Jesus answered, ‘It is 

the one to whom I give this piece of bread when I 

have dipped it in the dish.’* So when he had dipped 

the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas son of Simon 

Iscariot.* 27After he received the piece of 

bread,* Satan entered into him. Jesus said to him, 

‘Do quickly what you are going to do.’ 28Now no 

one at the table knew why he said this to 

him. 29Some thought that, because Judas had the 

common purse, Jesus was telling him, ‘Buy what 

we need for the festival’; or, that he should give 

something to the poor. 30So, after receiving the 

piece of bread, he immediately went out. And it was 

night. 

31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, ‘Now the Son 

of Man has been glorified, and God has been 

glorified in him. 32If God has been glorified in 

him,* God will also glorify him in himself and will 

glorify him at once. 33Little children, I am with you 

only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I 

said to the Jews so now I say to you, “Where I am 

going, you cannot come.” 34I give you a new 

commandment, that you love one another. Just as I 

have loved you, you also should love one 

another. 35By this everyone will know that you are 

my disciples, if you have love for one another.’ 

36 Simon Peter said to him, ‘Lord, where are you 

going?’ Jesus answered, ‘Where I am going, you 

cannot follow me now; but you will follow 

afterwards.’ 37Peter said to him, ‘Lord, why can I 

not follow you now? I will lay down my life for 

you.’ 38Jesus answered, ‘Will you lay down your 

life for me? Very truly, I tell you, before the cock 

crows, you will have denied me three times. 

 

Were you there when he knelt and washed their 

feet? 

Were you there when he knelt and washed their 

feet? 

O……sometimes it causes me to tremble,  

tremble, tremble. 

Were you there when he knelt and washed their 

feet? 

 

(silence) 
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On the night of his arrest, Jesus gave the disciples a 

new commandment and set an example for them by 

washing their feet. In this act of service, he 

reminded them to care for and serve one another.  

 

Remember your baptism and remember you are 

called to serve humbly as Christ has served us. 

 

Reading: Matthew 26: 36-45 

‘In Gethsemane’ 

 

36 Then Jesus went with them to a place called 

Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, ‘Sit here 

while I go over there and pray.’ 37He took with him 

Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be 

grieved and agitated. 38Then he said to them, ‘I am 

deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and stay 

awake with me.’  

 
39And going a little farther, he threw himself on the 

ground and prayed, ‘My Father, if it is possible, let 

this cup pass from me; yet not what I want but what 

you want.’ 40Then he came to the disciples and 

found them sleeping; and he said to Peter, ‘So, 

could you not stay awake with me one hour? 41Stay 

awake and pray that you may not come into the time 

of trial;* the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is 

weak.’  
42Again he went away for the second time and 

prayed, ‘My Father, if this cannot pass unless I 

drink it, your will be done.’ 43Again he came and 

found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. 44So 

leaving them again, he went away and prayed for 

the third time, saying the same words. 

 

 45Then he came to the disciples and said to them, 

‘Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? See, the 

hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into 

the hands of sinners. 

 

Were you there when he knelt and prayed to 

God? 

Were you there when he knelt and prayed to 

God. 

O……sometimes it causes me to tremble, 

tremble, tremble. 

Were you there when he knelt and prayed to 

God? 

 

(silence) 

 

Reading: Matthew 26: 47-56 

‘The Betrayal and Arrest’ 

 

47 While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the 

twelve, arrived; with him was a large crowd with 

swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the 

elders of the people. 48Now the betrayer had given 

them a sign, saying, ‘The one I will kiss is the man; 

arrest him.’ 49At once he came up to Jesus and said, 

‘Greetings, Rabbi!’ and kissed him. 50Jesus said to 

him, ‘Friend, do what you are here to do.’ Then 

they came and laid hands on Jesus and arrested 

him.  

 
51Suddenly, one of those with Jesus put his hand on 

his sword, drew it, and struck the slave of the high 

priest, cutting off his ear. 52Then Jesus said to him, 

‘Put your sword back into its place; for all who take 

the sword will perish by the sword. 53Do you think 

that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at 

once send me more than twelve legions of 

angels? 54But how then would the scriptures be 

fulfilled, which say it must happen in this way?’  

 
55At that hour Jesus said to the crowds, ‘Have you 

come out with swords and clubs to arrest me as 

though I were a bandit? Day after day I sat in the 

temple teaching, and you did not arrest me. 56But all 

this has taken place, so that the scriptures of the 

prophets may be fulfilled.’ Then all the disciples 

deserted him and fled. 

 

Were you there when his friends betrayed and 

ran? 

Were you there when his friends betrayed and 

ran? 

O……sometimes it causes me to tremble, 

tremble, tremble. 

Were you there when his friends betrayed and 

ran? 

 

(silence) 
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SONG:  ‘O Sacred Head, Now Wounded’  

 

1 O sacred head, now wounded, 

with grief and shame weighed down, 

now scornfully surrounded 

with thorns, thine only crown; 

O sacred head, what glory, 

what bliss till now was thine! 

Yet, though despised and gory, 

I joy to call thee mine. 

 

2 How pale thou art with anguish, 

 with sore abuse and scorn; 

 how does thy face now languish, 

 which once was bright as morn! 

 Thy grief and bitter passion 

 were all for sinners' gain; 

 mine, mine was the transgression, 

 but thine the deadly pain. 

 

3 What language shall I borrow 

to thank thee, dearest friend, 

for this thy dying sorrow, 

thy pity without end? 

Oh, make me thine forever, 

and should I fainting be, 

Lord, let me never, never 

outlive my love to thee. 

 

3 Lord, be my consolation; 

shield me when I must die; 

remind me of thy passion 

when my last hour draws nigh. 

These eyes, new faith receiving, 

from thee shall never move; 

for all who die believing 

die safely in thy love. 
 
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–1676, based on Arnulf of Louvain, d. 1250; tr. 

composite 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Prayer for Holy Week 
(based on an ancient prayer of the church) 

 

Give me, O God, a steadfast heart, 

 which will not be drawn down 

  by unworthy distractions; 

 

Give me a courageous heart, 

 which will not be worn out by trials;  

 

Give me a pure heart, 

 Which no trivial matter may divert. 

 

Give me understanding to know you, 

 diligence to seek you, 

 wisdom to find you, 

 and faithfulness that will finally  

  embrace you. 

 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

Amen. 

 

The Benediction  (given by pastor.) 

 

At the conclusion of the service, you may take time 

in silent contemplation. 

 

 

GOD’S PEACE BE WITH YOU! 

 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

This service was created by the worship team at 

Chalmers Presbyterian Church, London, Ontario 

 

It was first used by the people of Chalmers on Maundy 

Thursday, March 29, 2018. 
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