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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

PRELUDE: Tone Poeme by David Paxton (Instrumental) 

 
Please join in where the text is bolded.  
 

 
CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

whose steadfast love endures forever. 
Amen. 
 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Merciful God, 
we confess that we have not followed your path 
but have chosen our own way. 
Instead of putting others before ourselves, 
we long to take the best seats at the table. 
When met by those in need, 
we have too often passed by on the other side. 
Set us again on the path of life. 
Save us from ourselves 
and free us to love our neighbors. 
Amen. 
 
Hear the good news! 
God does not deal with us according to our sins 
but delights in granting pardon and mercy. 

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

You are free to love as God loves. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG: Hymn #413  
1 Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty! 
 Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee. 
 Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 
 God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 
 
2 Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee, 
 casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 
 cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee, 
 which wert and art, and evermore shalt be. 
 
3 Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide thee, 
 though the eye of sinfulness thy glory may not see, 
 only thou art holy; there is none beside thee, 
 perfect in pow'r, in love and purity. 
 
4 Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 
 All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea. 
 Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 
 God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 
 

 
GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.  
 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
God among us, we gather in the name of your Son to learn love for one 
another. Keep our feet from evil paths. Turn our minds to your wisdom 
and our hearts to the grace revealed in your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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READING: Amos 8:4-7 

 4Hear this, you that trample on the needy, 
  and bring to ruin the poor of the land, 
 5saying, “When will the new moon be over 
  so that we may sell grain; 
 and the sabbath, 
  so that we may offer wheat for sale? 
 We will make the ephah small and the shekel great, 
  and practice deceit with false balances, 
 6buying the poor for silver 
  and the needy for a pair of sandals, 
  and selling the sweepings of the wheat.” 
 
 7The LORD has sworn by the pride of Jacob: 
 Surely I will never forget any of their deeds. 

Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

 
A time of silence follows the reading.  

Psalm: Psalm 113 

Refrain 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The LORD lifts up the poor from the ashes. (Ps. 113:7) 

 1Hallelujah! Give praise, you servants | of the LORD; 
  praise the name | of the LORD. 
 2Let the name of the | LORD be blessed, 
  from this time forth for- | evermore. 
 3From the rising of the sun to its | going down 
  let the name of the | LORD be praised. 
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 4The LORD is high a- | bove all nations; 
  God’s glory a- | bove the heavens. R 
 5Who is like the | LORD our God, 
  who sits en- | throned on high, 
 6but stoops | to behold 
  the heavens | and the earth? 
 7The LORD takes up the weak out | of the dust 
  and lifts up the poor | from the ashes, 
 8enthroning them | with the rulers, 
  with the rulers | of the people. 
 9The LORD makes the woman of a | childless house 
  to be a joyful mother of children. | Hallelujah! R 

 

GOSPEL: Luke 16:1-13 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
1Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a 
manager, and charges were brought to him that this man was squandering 
his property. 2So he summoned him and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear 
about you? Give me an accounting of your management, because you 
cannot be my manager any longer.’ 3Then the manager said to himself, 
‘What will I do, now that my master is taking the position away from me? I 
am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. 4I have decided 
what to do so that, when I am dismissed as manager, people may welcome 
me into their homes.’ 5So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he 
asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ 6He answered, ‘A 
hundred jugs of olive oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, 
and make it fifty.’ 7Then he asked another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He 
replied, ‘A hundred containers of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill and 
make it eighty.’ 8And his master commended the dishonest manager 
because he had acted shrewdly; for the children of this age are more 
shrewd in dealing with their own generation than are the children of 
light. 9And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of dishonest 
wealth so that when it is gone, they may welcome you into the eternal 
homes. 
 10“Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever 
is dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much. 11If then you have not 
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been faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true 
riches? 12And if you have not been faithful with what belongs to another, 
who will give you what is your own? 13No slave can serve two masters; for a 
slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one 
and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 
SERMON – Pastor Mike Patterson 
 
 
A time of silence follows the Sermon. 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: Hymn #1004 
1 Faith begins by letting go, 
 giving up what had seemed sure, 
 taking risks and pressing on, 
 though the way feels less secure: 
 pilgrimage both right and odd, 
 trusting all our life to God. 
 
2 Faith endures by holding on, 
 keeping mem'ry's roots alive 
 so that hope may bear its fruit; 
 promise-fed, our souls will thrive, 
 not through merit we possess 
 but by God's great faithfulness. 
 
3 Faith matures by reaching out, 
 stretching minds, enlarging hearts, 
 sharing struggles, living prayer, 
 binding up the broken parts; 
 till we find the commonplace 
 ripe with witness to God's grace. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 

*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us 
gather our prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good 
creation. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

God our Savior, you keep your church in faith and truth. Accompany those 
preparing for baptism or affirmation of baptism. Enlighten preachers, 
teachers, seminarians, and all those who share your good news with the 
world. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Divine teacher, you instruct your children to be responsible stewards of your 
creation. Show us how best to care for the earth and its resources, and 
guide those who work to develop sustainable practices. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
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Ruler of the nations, you direct those in authority. Give leaders wisdom and 
compassion so that all may live in peace. Inspire public servants to follow 
the example of courageous leaders (especially Dag Hammarskjöld) and 
safeguard the dignity of each person. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Helper of the needy, you lift up those who are oppressed. Breathe justice 
into economic and social systems that perpetuate poverty and hunger. 
Sustain food ministries, clothing banks, and emergency shelters (local 
outreach may be named). God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Sustainer and giver of life, you bless this congregation with abundance. 
Instruct us in the proper and faithful use of wealth and resources, that we 
share generously. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 
God of glory, you gather your saints around your throne. Keep us thankful 
for the witness of those who have gone before us (especially), and bring us 
with them to the heavenly feast that has no end. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, 
we offer these and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
PASSING OF THE PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you all.     
And also with you.  
 
TITHES AND OFFERINGS ARE BROUGHT FORWARD  
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OFFERING HYMN: Hymn #692 

We lift our voices, 
We lift our hands, 
We lift our lives up to You; 
We are an offering. 
 
Lord, use our voices, 
Lord, use our hands, 
Lord, use our lives, they are Yours; 
We are an offering. 
 
All that we have, 
All that we are, 
All that we hope to be, 
We give to You, 
We give to You. 
 

We lift our voices, 

We lift our hands, 

We lift our lives up to You: 

We are an offering, 

We are an offering. 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Gracious God, 
in your great love you richly provide for our needs. 
Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing, 
and make us ready to share with all in need; 
through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all. 
Amen. 
 
The table is set for Holy Communion. 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy God, 

our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, 
in the harmonious world of your creation, 
the plants and animals, 
the seas and stars 
were whole and well in your praise.  

When sin had scarred the world, 
you sent your Son to heal our ills 
and to form us again into one. 

 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, 
his acts of healing, 
his body given up, 
and his victory over death, 
we await that day when all the peoples of the earth 
will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life. 

Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: 
as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread, 
so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth, 
that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen.  
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy.  
Come to the banquet.  
 
COMMUNION HYMN: Hymn #195 Setting Four, Page 154 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
grant us peace, grant us peace. 
 
COMMUNION HYMNS 
 

Hymn #678 

1 God, whose giving knows no ending, 
 from your rich and endless store: 
 nature's wonder, Jesus' wisdom, 
 costly cross, grave's shattered door, 
 gifted by you, we turn to you, 
 off'ring up ourselves in praise; 
 thankful song shall rise forever, 
 gracious donor of our days. 
 

2 Skills and time are ours for pressing 
 toward the goals of Christ, your Son: 
 all at peace in health and freedom, 
 races joined, the church made one. 
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Now direct our daily labor, 
 lest we strive for self alone; 
 born with talents, make us servants 
 fit to answer at your throne. 
 

3 Treasure, too, you have entrusted, 
 gain through pow'rs your grace conferred; 
 ours to use for home and kindred, 
 and to spread the gospel word. 
 Open wide our hands in sharing, 
 as we heed Christ's ageless call, 
 healing, teaching, and reclaiming, 
 serving you by loving all. 
 

Hymn #696 

1 Jesus calls us; o'er the tumult 
 of our life's wild, restless sea, 
 day by day his clear voice sounding, 
 saying, "Christian, follow me": 
 
2 As of old Saint Andrew heard it 
 by the Galilean lake, 
 turned from home and toil and kindred, 
 leaving all for Jesus' sake. 
   
3 Jesus calls us from the worship 
 of the vain world's golden store, 
 from each idol that would keep us, 
 saying, "Christian, love me more." 
 
4 In our joys and in our sorrows, 
 days of toil and hours of ease, 
 still he calls, in cares and pleasures, 
 "Christian, love me more than these." 
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5 Jesus calls us! By your mercy, 
 Savior, may we hear your call, 
 give our hearts to your obedience, 
 serve and love you best of all. 
 

Hymn #697 

Refrain 
Just a closer walk with thee, 

 grant it, Jesus, is my plea; 
 daily walking close to thee, 
 let it be, dear Lord, let it be. 
 
1 I am weak but thou art strong: 
 Jesus, keep me from all wrong; 
 I'll be satisfied as long 
 as I walk, let me walk close to thee.  Refrain 
 
2 Through this world of toil and snares, 
 if I falter, Lord, who cares? 
 Who with me my burden shares? 
 None but thee, dear Lord, none but thee.  Refrain 
 
3 When my feeble life is o'er, 
 time for me will be no more; 
 guide me gently, safely o'er 
 to thy kingdom shore, to thy shore.  Refrain 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
God of the abundant table, 
you have refreshed our hearts in this meal 
with bread for the journey. 
Give us your grace on the road 
that we might serve our neighbors with joy; 
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
God, who gives life to all things 
and frees us from despair, 
bless you with truth and peace. 

And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

guide you always in faith, hope, and love. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG: Hymn #717 

1 Let justice flow like streams 
 of sparkling water, pure, 
 enabling growth, refreshing life, 
 abundant, cleansing, sure. 
 
2 Let righteousness roll on 
 as others' cares we heed, 
 an ever-flowing stream of faith 
 translated into deed. 
 
3 So may God's plumb line, straight, 
 define our measure true, 
 and justice, right, and peace pervade 
 this world our whole life through. 
 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace, with Christ beside you. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

 
 
 
POSTLUDE: God’s Strong Arm Protects by Gregg Sewell 
(Instrumental) 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 
Sunday 9:00 a.m.  
Greeter – Tim Hamilton 
Reader – Steve Ranson 
Communion Assistant – Jay Olshen 
Ushers – Jay Olshen and Kim Neiman 
Counters – Judy McPhail and Deanna Fine 
Acolyte – Clay Woslum 
Live-streaming Team – Jay Olshen,  

Deanna Fine, and Nick Cotsonis   
 
 

 
 
 

                           Faith L.I.N.K. meets from 10:15 a.m. to 11:15 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Worship 

Volunteers 

September 
Brita Steyn 

Vicki Hamilton 
 

Musician 
Vicki Hamilton 

The congregation of                         
St. Paul’s Lutheran Family 

would like to thank  
Pastor Mike Patterson for being our 

guest pastor today. 
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To meet our 2022-2023 budget, we need 
average unrestricted donations of $4,594.00 per week. 

 
Unfortunately, we are falling short of this goal! 

 

St. Paul’s depends on you to continue its ministry      
and thanks you for your support. 

“ .” .  
 

The Simply Giving Program is promoted by  
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 

and administered by Vanco Payment Solutions. 
  

If you are interested in using this service,  
or have any questions, please call Holly McPhail at 775 443-6639.  

You may also pick up Thrivent forms at the church office. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
                                      
 
 
PRAYERS FOR HEALING  
Denise Muller, recovering from surgery; Ken Elverum, diagnosed with 
pancreatic cancer; Tom, a friend of St. Paul’s, surgery; Greg Griffith, 
vascular issues; Patricia Rickard, mother-in-law of Shirley Rickard, stage-4 
lung cancer; Sharon Olshen; Anna Little, recovering from back surgery; Dee 
Coughlin, a serious injury from a fall; Dick Lowther, recovering from a 
broken hip; Bob Babcock, brother-in-law of Bev Steinert, who has suffered 
two strokes, and the prognosis is not good; Joan Yeskie, Mike Harrell (Dave 
and Ellen Harrell’s son), COVID-19; son-in-law John Samp, a growth on his 
skull and spine, and daughter Vicki Ranger, early-onset dementia;  
Glenn Laursen, Edward Yoho, Madelene Yoho, Fern Yoho, Maxine 
McGregor (Madelene’s sister), Katherine, cancer (Susie Anderson’s sister); 



17 
 

Dave Lingensjo, and a special prayer for all those living with devastating 
diseases and life-threatening injuries.  
 

CONTINUING PRAYERS FOR 

Bob Stroub, Audrey Stroub, health issues; Wayne Opperman, Bill Sandell, 
Frank and Shirley Bartlett, Bev Gutzman, Sandy Danforth, Sarah Jevne, 
Carol Kalleres, continued health issues, Bev Steinert, ongoing vision 
issues, James Wilson, continued health issues, Mary Ann Adamik, healing, 
Ellen Harrell, medical issues, Betty Razor, healing, Karen (Hone) Nolte, 
Hannelore Hanke, and Diana Johns. 
 
 
 Choir practice resumes in October. 

Mark your calendars for every Wednesday at         

6:00 p.m. for practice. 

If you are interested in joining the choir, please 

contact Carol Arneson at: 

carol_arneson@yahoo.com or Vicki Hamilton at: 

victoriahamilton9@gmail.com  

 

See you there! 

WELCA Bible Study 
Please join us on October 4th 
from 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.    

for a lively bible study. 
Vicki Hamilton is the leader of 

this wonderful group. 

mailto:carol_arneson@yahoo.com
mailto:victoriahamilton9@gmail.com

