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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

PRELUDE: Hymn #821 (Instrumental)  

 
Please join in where the text is bolded.  
 
CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who is eager to forgive 
and who loves us beyond our days. 
Amen. 
 

Dear friends, together let us acknowledge 
our failure to love this world as Jesus does. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

God of mercy and forgiveness, 
we confess that sin still has a hold on us. 
We have harmed your good creation. 
We have failed to do justice, 
love kindness, 
and walk humbly with you. 
Turn us in a new direction. 
Show us the path that leads to life. 
Be our refuge and strength on the journey, 
through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend. 
Amen. 
 

Beloved of God: 

your sins are forgiven ☩ and you are made whole. 

God points the way to new life in Christ, 
who meets us on the road. 
Journey now in God’s abiding love 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG: Hymn #834 
1 Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
 in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
 most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
 almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise! 
 
2 Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 
 nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might; 
 thy justice like mountains high soaring above 
 thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love. 
 
3 To all, life thou givest, to both great and small; 
 in all life thou livest, the true life of all; 
 we blossom and flourish like leaves on the tree, 
 and wither and perish, but naught changeth thee. 
 
4 Thou reignest in glory; thou dwellest in light; 
 thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight; 
 all laud we would render; oh, help us to see 
 'tis only the splendor of light hideth thee! 
 
GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.  
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to yourself 
all those who go astray. Preserve your people in your loving care, that we 
may reject whatever is contrary to you and may follow all things that sustain 
our life in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 

A time of silence follows the reading.  
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Psalm: Psalm 51:1-10 

Refrain  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love. (Ps. 51:1) 

 1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your | steadfast love; 
  in your great compassion blot out | my offenses. 
 2Wash me through and through | from my wickedness, 
  and cleanse me | from my sin. 
 3For I know | my offenses, 
  and my sin is ev- | er before me. 
 4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil | in your sight; 
  so you are justified when you speak and right | in your 
judgment. R 
 5Indeed, I was born | steeped in wickedness, 
  a sinner from my | mother’s womb. 
 6Indeed, you delight in truth | deep within me, 
  and would have me know wisdom | deep within. 
 7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I | shall be clean; 
  wash me, and I shall be pur- | er than snow. 
 8Let me hear | joy and gladness; 
  that the body you have broken | may rejoice. 
 9Hide your face | from my sins, 
  and blot out | all my wickedness. 
 10Create in me a clean | heart, O God, 
  and renew a right spir- | it within me. R 
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GOSPEL: Luke 15:1-10 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
1Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen 
to [Jesus.] 2And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, 
“This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 
 3So he told them this parable: 4“Which one of you, having a hundred 
sheep and losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the 
wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he finds it? 5When he has 
found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. 6And when he comes 
home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice 
with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’ 7Just so, I tell you, there 
will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-
nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 
 8“Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does 
not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds 
it? 9When she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, 
saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.’ 10Just so, 
I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner 
who repents.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
SERMON – Pastor Mike Patterson  
 
 
A time of silence follows the Sermon. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: Hymn #807 
1 Come, thou Fount of ev'ry blessing, 
 tune my heart to sing thy grace; 
 streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
 call for songs of loudest praise. 
 While the hope of endless glory 
 fills my heart with joy and love, 
 teach me ever to adore thee; 
 may I still thy goodness prove. 
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2 Here I raise my Ebenezer: 
 "Hither by thy help I've come"; 
 and I hope, by thy good pleasure, 
 safely to arrive at home. 
 Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
 wand'ring from the fold of God; 
 he, to rescue me from danger, 
 interposed his precious blood. 
 
3 Oh, to grace how great a debtor 
 daily I'm constrained to be; 
 let that grace now like a fetter 
 bind my wand'ring heart to thee. 
 Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it; 
 prone to leave the God I love. 
 Here's my heart, oh, take and seal it; 
 seal it for thy courts above. 
 
  

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.*  
On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us 
gather our prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good 
creation. 

A brief silence. 

Your people receive mercy and your grace overflows in our lives. Fill your 
church with faith and love, and give understanding hearts to those who work 
to strengthen our ecumenical and interreligious commitments. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Your creation groans as it suffers the impacts of pollution and lack of care. 
As the seasons change, renew in us the will to protect plants, animals, and 
habitats. Bless us with bountiful harvests that all may share. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Your world is shattered and the nations rage. Remember us in your mercy. 
Teach wisdom to our elected leaders so that we know peace in our world, 
peace in our homes, and peace in our hearts. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Your children wander homeless and the hungry cry for bread. Seek out 
those who are lost or lonely, anxious or depressed, or struggling with 
addiction or illness. Provide for those in any need (especially). God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Your work is done in this congregation with our hands, feet, voices, minds, 
and hearts. Build up the ministries of this community (local ministries and 
partnerships may be named), that we serve our neighbors and welcome the 
stranger in your name. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Your blessed saints who have died now rest in your presence. Give us 
thankful hearts for those who have been examples of faith in our lives, and 
receive us with joy when we come to share eternal life with you. God of 
grace, 
hear our prayer. 
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Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, 
we offer these and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
PASSING OF THE PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you all.     
And also with you.  
 
TITHES AND OFFERINGS ARE BROUGHT FORWARD  
 

OFFERING HYMN: Hymn #186 
Create in me a clean heart, O God,  
and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from your presence, 
and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 
and uphold me with your free Spirit. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER  
Gracious God, 
in your great love you richly provide for our needs. 
Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing, 
and make us ready to share with all in need; 
through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all. 
Amen. 
 
The table is set for Holy Communion. 
 
 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy God, 

our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, 
in the harmonious world of your creation, 
the plants and animals,  
the seas and stars  
were whole and well in your praise. 
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When sin had scarred the world,  
you sent your Son to heal our ills 
and to form us again into one. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, 
his acts of healing, 
his body given up, 
and his victory over death, 
we await that day when all the peoples of the earth 
will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life. 

Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: 
as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread, 
so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth, 
that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
Christ invites you to this table. 
Come, taste and see. 
 

COMMUNION HYMN: Setting 10, Page 208  

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; you suffered death 
our lives to save: have mercy now, we pray. O Lamb of God, you bear the 
sin of all the world away; you set us free from guilt and grave: have mercy 
now, we pray. O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; 
eternal peace with God you made: give us your peace, we pray. 
 

 
COMMUNION HYMNS 
 

Hymn #608 

1 Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, 
 calling for you and for me. 
 See, on the portals he's waiting and watching, 
 watching for you and for me. 
 
Refrain 
 "Come home, (Come home,) 

come home! (come home!) 
 You who are weary, come home." 
 Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, 
 calling, "O sinner, come home!" 
 
2 Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading, 
 pleading for you and for me? 
 Why should we linger and heed not his mercies, 
 mercies for you and for me?  Refrain 
 
3 Oh, for the wonderful love he has promised, 
 promised for you and for me! 
 Though we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon, 
 pardon for you and for me.  Refrain 
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Hymn #588 

1 There's a wideness in God's mercy,  
 like the wideness of the sea; 
 there's a kindness in God's justice 
 which is more than liberty. 
 There is no place where earth's sorrows 
 are more felt than up in heav'n. 
 There is no place where earth's failings 
 have such kindly judgment giv'n. 
 
2 There is welcome for the sinner, 
 and a promised grace made good; 
 there is mercy with the Savior; 
 there is healing in his blood. 
 There is grace enough for thousands 
 of new worlds as great as this; 
 there is room for fresh creations 
 in that upper home of bliss. 
 
3 For the love of God is broader 
 than the measures of our mind; 
 and the heart of the Eternal 
 is most wonderfully kind. 
 But we make this love too narrow 
 by false limits of our own; 
 and we magnify its strictness 
 with a zeal God will not own. 
 
4 'Tis not all we owe to Jesus; 
 it is something more than all: 
 greater good because of evil, 
 larger mercy through the fall. 
 Make our love, O God, more faithful; 
 let us take you at your word, 
 and our lives will be thanksgiving 
 for the goodness of the Lord. 
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Hymn #779 

1 Amazing grace! how sweet the sound 
 that saved a wretch like me! 
 I once was lost, but now am found; 
 was blind, but now I see. 
 
2 'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
 and grace my fears relieved; 
 how precious did that grace appear 
 the hour I first believed! 
 
3 Through many dangers, toils, and snares  
 I have already come; 
 'tis grace has brought me safe thus far, 
 and grace will lead me home. 
 
4 The Lord has promised good to me; 
 his word my hope secures; 
 he will my shield and portion be 
 as long as life endures. 
 
5 When we've been there ten thousand years, 
 bright shining as the sun, 
 we've no less days to sing God's praise 
 than when we'd first begun. 
 

Hymn #887 

1 This is my song, O God of all the nations, 
a song of peace for lands afar and mine. 
This is my home, the country where my heart is; 
here are my hopes, my dreams, my holy shrine; 
but other hearts in other lands are beating 
with hopes and dreams as true and high as mine. 
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2 My country's skies are bluer than the ocean, 
and sunlight beams on cloverleaf and pine. 
But other lands have sunlight too, and clover, 
and skies are ev'rywhere as blue as mine. 
So hear my song, O God of all the nations, 
a song of peace for their land and for mine. 
 

3 This is my prayer, O God of all earth's kingdoms, 
your kingdom come; on earth your will be done. 
O God, be lifted up till all shall serve you, 
and hearts united learn to live as one. 
So hear my prayer, O God of all the nations; 
myself I give you; let your will be done. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 
God of the abundant table, 
you have refreshed our hearts in this meal 
with bread for the journey. 
Give us your grace on the road 
that we might serve our neighbors with joy; 
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
God, who gives life to all things  
and frees us from despair, 
bless you with truth and peace. 

And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

guide you always in faith, hope, and love. 
Amen. 
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SENDING SONG: Hymn #890 

1 Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord; 
 he is trampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are stored; 
 he has loosed the fateful lightning of his terrible swift sword: 
 his truth is marching on. 
 
Refrain 
 Glory, glory! Hallelujah! 
 Glory, glory! Hallelujah! 
 Glory, glory! Hallelujah! 
 His truth is marching on. 
 
2 He has sounded forth the trumpet that shall never call retreat; 
 he is sifting out the hearts of men before his judgment seat. 
 Oh, be swift, my soul, to answer him; be jubilant, my feet! 
 Our God is marching on.  Refrain 
 
3 In the beauty of the lilies Christ was born across the sea, 
 with a glory in his bosom that transfigures you and me. 
 As he died to make men holy, let us live to make men free, 
 while God is marching on.  Refrain 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace, with Christ beside you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
POSTLUDE: He Touched Me by William J. Gaither (Instrumental) 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 
 
 
      
 
 
 
Sunday 9:00 a.m.  
Greeter – Vera Logie 
Reader – Vera Logie 
Communion Assistant – Nicholas Costanis 
Ushers – Dave Harrell and Kim Neiman 
Counters – Linda Thronson and Sharon Geisck  

Acolyte – Clay Woslum 
Live-streaming Team – Jay Olshen, Nick Cotsonis, and Deanna Fine  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It’s Rally Day and Faithlinks (Sunday School) starts today. 
Pastor Mike will lead the adult Bible Study at the same time. 

 
 

Our Worship 

Volunteers 

September 

Brita Steyn 

Vicki Hamilton 

Musician 

Dave Lingenjso 
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To meet our 2022-2023 budget, we need 
average unrestricted donations of $4,594.00 per week. 

 

Unfortunately, we are falling short of this goal! 
 

St. Paul’s depends on you to continue its ministry      
and thanks you for your support. 

. .  
 

The Simply Giving Program is promoted by  
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 

and administered by Vanco Payment Solutions. 
  

If you are interested in using this service,  
or have any questions, please call Holly McPhail at 775 443-6639.  

You may also pick up Thrivent forms at the church office. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The congregation of                         
St. Paul’s Lutheran Family 

would like to thank  
Pastor Mike Patterson for being            

our guest pastor today. 
 

Please note: There will be no Stitchers meeting 

on Tuesday, September 13th. It will resume on 

Tuesday, September 27th. 
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PRAYERS FOR HEALING  
Ken Elverum, diagnosed with pancreatic cancer; Tom, a friend of St. Paul’s, 
surgery; Greg Griffith, vascular issues; Bob Stroub, a pinched nerve in his 
shoulder; Audrey Stroub, health issues; Patricia Rickard, mother-in-law of 
Shirley Rickard, stage-4 lung cancer; Sharon Olshen; Anna Little, 
recovering from back surgery; Dee Coughlin, a serious injury from a fall; 
Dick Lowther, recovering from a broken hip; Bob Babcock, brother-in-law of 
Bev Steinert, who has suffered two strokes, and prognosis is not good; Joan 
Yeskie, Mike Harrell (Dave and Ellen Harrell’s son), COVID-19; son-in-law 
John Samp, a growth on his skull and spine, and daughter Vicki Ranger, 
early-onset dementia; Glenn Laursen, Edward Yoho, Madelene Yoho, Fern 
Yoho, Maxine McGregor (Madelene’s sister), Katherine, cancer (Susie 
Anderson’s sister); Dave Lingensjo, Denise Muller, and a special prayer for 
all those living with devastating diseases and life-threatening injuries.  
 

CONTINUING PRAYERS FOR 

Wayne Opperman, Bill Sandell, Frank and Shirley Bartlett, Bev Gutzman, 
Sandy Danforth, Sarah Jevne, Carol Kalleres, continued health issues, Bev 
Steinert, ongoing vision issues, James Wilson, continued health issues, 
Mary Ann Adamik, healing, Ellen Harrell, medical issues, Betty Razor, 
healing, Karen (Hone) Nolte, Hannelore Hanke, and Diana Johns. 
 

 

 
We grieve with Karen Nolte, Harold’s 
mother-in-law June Bennet-Hansen,  
and the Nolte family on the passing of  
Karen’s husband Harold Nolte, Sunday,  
September 4th. 
May his memory be a blessing.  
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LAST CHANCE TO SIGN-UP! 
Kiwanis Virtual Blood Drive 

 

Sierra Nevada Kiwanis would like to invite 
you to donate blood in the month of September and 

help be a lifeline to hospital patients in need. 
Sierra Nevada Kiwanis will be hosting a Virtual Blood Drive 

September 12th – 16th 
and you can participate by 

pledging to donate at any Vitalant Blood Drive 
or fixed site location during this time frame. 

 

To participate and to have your donation credited to this Kiwanis blood drive, 
follow these simple steps: 
 

1) Pledge to donate blood from September 12th – 16th by filling out the online 
pledge form below. 
https://northeast.vitalant.org/LP=28?drive_code=10053106&division=WEST®ion=RNO 
 

2) Donate at any Vitalant Blood Drive or fixed site location during the above-
mentioned time frame. 
 

*Your donation will be tracked to our blood drive using this link and your email 
address. So, on the day of your donation, be sure to give the technician the 
same email address you used when pledging. 
 
Thank you!  
 

 

 
 

https://northeast.vitalant.org/LP=28?drive_code=10053106&division=WEST
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