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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

PRELUDE: Glorious Things of Thee are Spoken by Franz Joseph 
Haydn (Instrumental) 

 
Please join in where the text is bolded.  
 

 
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

whose steadfast love endures forever. 
Amen. 
 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Merciful God, 
we confess that we have not followed your path 
but have chosen our own way. 
Instead of putting others before ourselves, 
we long to take the best seats at the table. 
When met by those in need, 
we have too often passed by on the other side. 
Set us again on the path of life. 
Save us from ourselves 
and free us to love our neighbors. 
Amen. 
 
Hear the good news! 
God does not deal with us according to our sins 
but delights in granting pardon and mercy. 

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

You are free to love as God loves. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG: Hymn #836 
1 Joyful, joyful we adore thee, 
 God of glory, Lord of love! 
 Hearts unfold like flow'rs before thee, 
 praising thee, their sun above. 
 Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, 
 drive the gloom of doubt away. 
 Giver of immortal gladness, 
 fill us with the light of day. 
 
2 All thy works with joy surround thee, 
 earth and heav'n reflect thy rays, 
 stars and angels sing around thee, 
 center of unbroken praise. 
 Field and forest, vale and mountain, 
 flow'ry meadow, flashing sea, 
 chanting bird, and flowing fountain 
 call us to rejoice in thee. 
 
3 Thou art giving and forgiving, 
 ever blessing, ever blest, 
 wellspring of the joy of living, 
 ocean-depth of happy rest! 
 Thou our Father, Christ our brother, 
 all who live in love are thine; 
 teach us how to love each other, 
 lift us to the joy divine! 
 
GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.  
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, you resist those who are proud and give grace to those who are 
humble. Give us the humility of your Son, that we may embody the 
generosity of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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READING: Proverbs 25:6-7 

 6Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence 
  or stand in the place of the great; 
 7for it is better to be told, “Come up here,” 
  than to be put lower in the presence of a noble. 

Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

A time of silence follows the reading.  

Psalm: Psalm 112 

Refrain  

 
 

 

 

 
 

The righteous are merciful and full of compassion. (Ps. 112:4) 

 1Hallelujah! Happy are they who | fear the LORD 
  and have great delight in | God’s commandments! 
 2Their descendants will be mighty | in the land; 
  the generation of the upright | will be blessed. R 
 3Wealth and riches will be | in their house, 
  and their righteousness will | last forever. 
 4Light shines in the darkness | for the upright; 
  the righteous are merciful and full | of compassion. 
 5It is good for them to be gener- | ous in lending 
  and to manage their af- | fairs with justice. 
 6For they will nev- | er be shaken; 
  the righteous will be kept in everlast- | ing remembrance. R 
 7They will not be afraid of any | evil rumors; 
  their heart is steadfast, trusting | in the LORD. 
 8Their heart is established and | will not shrink, 
  until they see their desire up- | on their enemies. 
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 9They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands | fast 
forever; 
   they will hold up their | head with honor. 
 10The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their teeth 
and | pine away; 
  the desires of the wick- | ed will perish. R 

 

GOSPEL: Luke 14:1, 7-14 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
1On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the 
Pharisees to eat a meal on the sabbath, they were watching him closely. 
 7When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them 
a parable. 8“When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not 
sit down at the place of honor, in case someone more distinguished than 
you has been invited by your host; 9and the host who invited both of you 
may come and say to you, ‘Give this person your place,’ and then in 
disgrace you would start to take the lowest place. 10But when you are 
invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when your host comes, 
he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; then you will be honored in the 
presence of all who sit at the table with you. 11For all who exalt themselves 
will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” 
 12He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon 
or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or 
rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in return, and you would be 
repaid. 13But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the 
lame, and the blind. 14And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay 
you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
SERMON – Pastor Mike Patterson  
 
 
 
A time of silence follows the Sermon. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY: Hymn #756 
1 Eternal Father, strong to save, 
 whose arm has bound the restless wave, 
 who bade the mighty ocean deep 
 its own appointed limits keep: 
 oh, hear us when we cry to thee 
 for those in peril on the sea. 
 
2 O Savior, whose almighty word 
 the winds and waves submissive heard, 
 who walked upon the foaming deep, 
 and calm amid the storm didst sleep: 
 oh, hear us when we cry to thee 
 for those in peril on the sea. 
 
3 O Holy Spirit, who didst brood 
 upon the chaos dark and rude, 
 and bid its angry tumult cease, 
 and give, for wild confusion, peace: 
 oh, hear us when we cry to thee 
 for those in peril on the sea. 
 
4 O Trinity of love and pow'r, 
 all trav'lers guard in danger's hour 
 from rock and tempest, fire and foe, 
 protect them wheresoe'er they go; 
 thus evermore shall rise to thee 
 glad hymns and praise from land and sea. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 

*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in 
prayer. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

For the church and its leaders, we pray. Uphold all deacons, pastors, and 
bishops who serve and teach your people (national, synodical, and local 
leaders may be named). Awaken in your church a spirit of invitation that 
reaches ever outward. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
For the well-being of creation and its inhabitants, we pray. Stir in us reverent 
awe for the beauty of the natural world, for oceans and lakes, rivers and 
streams, forests and deserts (local places may be named). Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
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For the nations and peoples of the world, we pray. Sustain the efforts of 
those who pursue justice and equity for all. Defend and accompany all 
immigrants and refugees and all who are persecuted for their ethnic origin 
or religious beliefs. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
For all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit, we pray. Be present with those 
who live in isolation or fear, especially those who are incarcerated or 
detained. Comfort all who are sick or grieving (especially). Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
For this congregation and its ministries, we pray. Prepare children, teachers, 
and youth ministry directors for a new year of learning. Embolden our 
witness to invite others to the table. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

For all the saints who confessed God’s name (especially Augustine, Bishop 
of Hippo, and Moses the Black), we give thanks. May we cling to the 
promise of our risen Savior, Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, today, and 
forever. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in 
your steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom. 
Amen. 
 
PASSING OF THE PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you all.     
And also with you.  
 
TITHES AND OFFERINGS ARE BROUGHT FORWARD  
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OFFERING HYMN: Hymn #184 

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, 
and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 
Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown,  
that we may be fed with the bread of life. 
Gather the hopes and dreams of all; 
unite them with the prayers we offer. 
Grace our table with your presence, 
and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray.  
God of abundance: 
you have set before us a plentiful harvest. 
As we feast on your goodness, 
strengthen us to labor in your field, 
and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all, 
in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

The table is set for Holy Communion. 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy God, 

our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, 
in the harmonious world of your creation, 
the plants and animals, 
the seas and stars 
were whole and well in your praise. 

When sin had scarred the world, 
you sent your Son to heal our ills 
and to form us again into one. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, 

his acts of healing, 
his body given up, 
and his victory over death, 
we await that day when all the peoples of the earth 
will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life. 

Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: 
as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread, 
so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth, 
that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen.  
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy.  
Come to the banquet.  
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COMMUNION HYMN: Hymn #195  

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us.  

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us.  

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
grant us peace, grant us peace. 
 
COMMUNION HYMNS 
 

Hymn #479 

1 We come to the hungry feast 
 hungry for a word of peace. 
 To hungry hearts unsatisfied 
 the love of God is not denied. 
 We come, we come to the hungry feast. 
 
2 We come to the hungry feast 
 hungry for a world released 
 from hungry folk of ev'ry kind, 
 the poor in body, poor in mind. 
 We come, we come to the hungry feast. 
 
3 We come to the hungry feast 
 hungry that the hunger cease, 
 and knowing, though we eat our fill, 
 the hunger will stay with us; still 
 we come, we come to the hungry feast. 
 

 

Hymn #482 

1 I come with joy, a child of God, 
forgiven, loved, and free, 
the life of Jesus to recall 
in love laid down for me, 
in love laid down for me. 
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2 I come with Christians far and near 
to find, as all are fed, 
the new community of love 
in Christ's communion bread, 
in Christ's communion bread. 

 
3 As Christ breaks bread and bids us share, 

each proud division ends. 
The love that made us, makes us one, 
and strangers now are friends, 
and strangers now are friends. 

 
4 The Spirit of the risen Christ, 

unseen, but ever near, 
is in such friendship better known, 
alive among us here, 
alive among us here. 

 
5 Together met, together bound 

by all that God has done, 
we'll go with joy, to give the world 
the love that makes us one, 
the love that makes us one. 

 

Hymn #423 

1 Shall we gather at the river, 
 where bright angel feet have trod, 
 with its crystal tide forever 
 flowing by the throne of God? 
 
Refrain 
 Yes, we'll gather at the river, 
 the beautiful, the beautiful river; 
 gather with the saints at the river 
 that flows by the throne of God. 
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2 On the margin of the river, 
 washing up its silver spray, 
 we will walk and worship ever, 
 all the happy golden day.  Refrain 
 
3 Ere we reach the shining river, 
 lay we ev'ry burden down; 
 grace our spirits will deliver, 
 and provide a robe and crown.  Refrain 
 
4 Soon we'll reach the shining river, 
 soon our pilgrimage will cease; 
 soon our happy hearts will quiver 
 with the melody of peace.  Refrain 
 

Hymn #466 

1 In the singing, in the silence,  
 in the hands expectant, open,  
 in the blessing, in the breaking, 
 in your presence at this table, 
  
Refrain 
 Jesus Christ, Jesus Christ, 
 be the wine of grace; 
 Jesus, Christ, Jesus Christ, 
 be the bread of peace. 
 
2 In the question, in the answer, 
 in the moment of acceptance, 
 in the heart's cry, in the healing,  
 in the circle of your people,  Refrain 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 
Life-giving God, 
through this meal you have bandaged our wounds 
and fed us with your mercy. 
Now send us forth to live for others, 
both friend and stranger, 
that all may come to know your love. 
This we pray in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
The God of peace,  

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,  

bless you, comfort you,  
and show you the path of life 
this day and always.  
Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG: Hymn #547 

1 Sent forth by God's blessing, 
 our true faith confessing, 
 the people of God from this dwelling take leave. 
 The supper is ended. 
 Oh, now be extended 
 the fruits of this service in all who believe. 
 The seed of Christ's teaching, 
 receptive souls reaching, 
 shall blossom in action for God and for all. 
 Your grace shall incite us, 
 your love shall unite us 
 to work for your kingdom and answer your call. 
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2 With praise and thanksgiving 
 to God ever-living, 
 the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face— 
 our faith ever sharing, 
 in love ever caring, 
 embracing God's children, the whole human race. 
 With your feast you feed us, 
 with your light now lead us; 
 unite us as one in this life that we share. 
 Then may all the living 
 with praise and thanksgiving 
 give honor to Christ and his name that we bear. 
 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Love your neighbor. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
POSTLUDE: (Instrumental) Hymn #439 Soon and Very Soon 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 
 
 
      
 
 
 
Sunday 9:00 a.m.  
Greeter – Linda Thronson 
Reader – Marla Johnson 
Communion Assistant – Jeanne Russell 
Ushers – Dave Harrell and Kim Neiman 
Counters – Sharon Gesick and Jere Schultz  

Acolyte – Clay Woslum 
Live-streaming Team – Jay Olshen, Nick Cotsonis, and Deanna Fine  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Worship 

Volunteers 

August 

Sharon Melsheimer 

Jeanne Russell 

Musician 

Dave Lingenjso 

The congregation of                         
St. Paul’s Lutheran Family 

would like to thank  
Pastor Mike Patterson for being            

our guest pastor today. 
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To meet our 2022-2023 budget, we need 
average unrestricted donations of $4,594.00 per week. 

Unfortunately, we are falling short of this goal! 
 

St. Paul’s depends on you to continue its ministry  
and thanks you for your support. 

. .  
 

The Simply Giving Program is promoted by  
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 

and administered by Vanco Payment Solutions. 
  

If you are interested in using this service,  
or have any questions,  

please call Holly McPhail at 775 443-6639. 
  

You may also pick up Thrivent forms at the church office. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Thanks for voting! Your voices were heard. 

Your votes for worship and Faith Links times were tallied. Here’s 

what the majority of St. Paul’s congregants wanted. 

First Place (25 votes) 

9:00 a.m. Church service 

10:30 a.m. Faith Links (Sunday school) 

Second Place Two services: one at 8:00 a.m. and the other at 

10:30 a.m.  

Again, thank you for your participation. We’ll see you all for 

worship at 9:00 a.m. from now on.  

Two services will return when the congregation is large enough. 

So, help our congregation grow and thrive. Invite your family and 

friends to St. Paul’s.  
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PRAYERS FOR HEALING  
Harold Nolte, medical issues; Ken Elverum, diagnosed with pancreatic 
cancer; Tom, a friend of St. Paul’s, lumpectomy (tumor removal surgery); 
Greg Griffith, vascular surgery; Dave Lingensjo, knee surgery after a bad 
fall; Denise Muller, upcoming hand surgery; Bob Stroub, a pinched nerve in 
his shoulder, Audrey Stroub, health issues, Patricia Rickard, mother-in-law 
of Shirley Rickard, stage-4 lung cancer; Sharon Olshen, surgery; Anna 
Little, back surgery; Dee Coughlin, a serious injury from a fall; Dick Lowther, 
a broken hip; Bob Babcock, brother-in-law of Bev Steinert, who has suffered 
two strokes, and prognosis is not good; Sarah Jevne, a fall that injured her 
hand; Joan Yeskie, Mike Harrell (Dave and Ellen Harrell’s son), COVID-19, 
son-in-law John Samp, a growth on his skull and spine, and daughter Vicki 
Ranger who has early-onset dementia; Hannelore Hanke, Glenn Laursen, 
Edward Yoho, Madelene Yoho, Fern Yoho, Maxine McGregor (Madelene’s 
sister), Katherine, cancer (Susie Anderson’s sister); and a special prayer for 
all those living with devastating diseases and life-threatening injuries.  
 

CONTINUING PRAYERS FOR 

Audrey Stroub, Wayne Opperman, Bill Sandell, Frank and Shirley Bartlett, 
Bev Gutzman, Sandy Danforth, Sarah Jevne, Carol Kalleres, continued 
health issues, Bev Steinert, ongoing vision issues, James Wilson, 
continued health issues, Mary Ann Adamik, healing, Ellen Harrell, medical 
issues, Betty Razor, healing, Harold Nolte, Karen (Hone) Nolte, and Diana 
Johns. 
 

Please pray for the people of Ukraine and for all those who suffer due to 
gun violence.   
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You don’t want to miss out on  
important news from St. Paul’s.  
Check your spam folders  
regularly.                                    
Thanks! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More than ever,  

St. Paul’s needs volunteers  

to help in every ministry,  

especially the Coffee Fellowship. 

If you haven’t volunteered in a while,  

please consider doing so again. 
 

Remember, you are the church.  

Without your support and service,  

St. Paul’s is just a building. 

There will be a Worship Life 

meeting on Sunday,                  

September 4th at 10:30 a.m. 

WELCA Bible Study well resume on 

Tuesday, September 6th                              

at 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.                                                                

Vicki Hamilton is the leader of this 

wonderful group.  

Please join us! 
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Mark Your Calendars Now! 
Kiwanis Virtual Blood Drive 

 

Sierra Nevada Kiwanis would like to invite 
you to donate blood in the month of September and 

help be a lifeline to hospital patients in need. 
Sierra Nevada Kiwanis will be hosting a Virtual Blood Drive 

September 12th – 16th 
and you can participate by 

pledging to donate at any Vitalant Blood Drive 
or fixed site location during this time frame. 

 

To participate and to have your donation credited to this Kiwanis blood drive, 
follow these simple steps: 
 

1) Pledge to donate blood from September 12th – 16th by filling out the online 
pledge form below. 
https://northeast.vitalant.org/LP=28?drive_code=10053106&division=WEST®ion=RNO 
 

2) Donate at any Vitalant Blood Drive or fixed site location during the above-
mentioned time frame. 
 

*Your donation will be tracked to our blood drive using this link and your email 
address. So, on the day of your donation, be sure to give the technician the 
same email address you used when pledging. 
 
Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

https://northeast.vitalant.org/LP=28?drive_code=10053106&division=WEST

