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September 22, 2021 

BATTLING DISENCHANTMENT 
 

I find myself returning again and again to Richard Beck’s book, 
“HUNTING MAGIC EELS” (Recovering an Enchanted Faith in a Skeptical 
Age). Beck contends that the world is increasingly dominated by 
skepticism, doubt, and disbelief. This has led to “disenchantment.” 
Increasing numbers of people don’t believe in God anymore and don’t 
expect miracles. In short, “we’ve lost our ability to see and experience 
God as a living, vital presence in our lives.” 
 

Thomas Merton once gave a talk during which he said, “Life is this 
simple. We are living in a world that is absolutely transparent, and God is 
shining through it all the time…You cannot be without God. It’s 
impossible. It’s simply impossible. The only thing is that we don’t see it.” 
 

God is everywhere, but we don’t see it. Our capacity for enchantment has 
been eroded by attention blindness and our obsession with technology. I 
recently read about the famous “gorilla experiment” of psychologist, 
Daniel Simons. At the beginning of the video, you’re asked to pay 
attention to two teams of people passing a basketball back and forth.  
You are given the instructions to count how many passes occur. But at 
the end of the video you are asked if you noticed the dancing gorilla. No, 
you haven’t. You replay the video and sure enough - in the middle of the 
passing teams is a dancing gorilla. How is it possible to miss such an 
obvious thing? How is it possible to miss the God who is present to us in 
so many ways? 
 

Beck believes that our faith must overcome attentional blindness: “Faith 
is about enchantment or, rather, re-enchantment - the intentional 
recovery of a holy capacity to see and experience God in the world.” 
Moses is tending his father-in-law’s sheep in the middle of the desert 
near Mount Horeb. There he sees a bush that’s caught fire but is not 
burning up. Moses says something incredibly important: “I must turn 
aside and see this strange sight.” So must we… 
 

In a world of distraction, skepticism, and disenchantment we may need 
to retrain ourselves to see and experience God. Enchantment begins with 
the willingness to see, says Beck. God is there to “vitalize, animate, 
excite, and sustain our faith.” God is right there in front of you and me, 
dancing! Let us turn aside and see…. 
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Happy Birthday  
to each  
of these  
special people: 
 
 
 

10/1 Charlotte Call 
10/2 Kannon Musson 
10/3 Michelle Adler 
10/4 Kenyon Potts, Gene Webb,  

Anthony Whetstone 
10/5 Alex Doyle 
10/6 Thomas Lindeman, Aaron Rankin,  

Nancy Revell 
10/7 Amanda Mugler, Debbie Smith 
10/8 Karla Sultz, Brady Thiel 
10/9 Camden Humphreys, Katelin Hutto 
10/10 Avery Osen, Craig Thompson 
10/11 Bob Baer, Al Guernsey, Sophia Isom,  

Emily Sarnacki 
10/12 Greg Donals, Evan Hasselbring, Bob Sheetz, 
 Jason Speegle 
10/14 Kayla Smith 
10/15 Melvin Hubbell, Cassie McGuire,  

Ellie Samms, Andrew Tadtman 
10/16 Madison Boline, Steve Reeves 
10/17 Ben Adler, Jordan Butler, Rozlynn Richert 
10/18 Joanne Black, Brett Butler 
10/19 Stephanie Hammer, Brad Jones,  

Kent Melcher 
10/20 Brenda Hicks, Raelond Johnson,  

Ruthie Lashier, Brenda Little-Wilson, 
Jasmine Morris, Kevin Redford, Becky Reid, 
Easton Trecek 

10/21 Steve McKinney, Doris Reynolds 
10/22 Colleen Andreas, Renee Price 
10/23 Eliza Camp 
10/24 Zach Butler, Ron Godsey, Alyssa Hutto, 
 Alan Nation, Ryan Pugmire 
10/25 Dean Kennedy, Nick Mattingly 
10/26 Vickie Grow 
10/27 Lori Peters 
10/28 Landon Fox, Julie Lashier, Annika Morris 
10/29 Chuck Wolfe 
10/30 Ella Miller 
10/31 Ruby Woodburn 
 

 

 
Thank you for all your prayers  

on behalf of those in our prayer concerns. 
If you have given us a name to put on the Prayer List  

please give us frequent updates so we can keep current. 

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP  
Please know you are welcomed to be with us in 
worship in the Sanctuary at 8:30 am or 10:45 am. 
Sunday School classes, meeting at 9:40 am, are 
listed below, with their locations.   
 Kum-N-E-Wa Class – Robinson Room 
 Friends in Faith Class – Room 200 

Fellowship Class – Library 
Theophilus Class – Room 202 
High School Class – Youth Room 
Confirmation Class – Room 208 
5th & 6th Grade Class – Room 209 
3rd/4th Grade Class – Room 206 
Pre-K, 1st/2nd Grade Class – Room 205 

And if evening worship is better for you and your 
family, 5:30 worship is held in the Courtyard 
(unless there is inclement weather, when worship 
will be in Fellowship Hall.) 
 

 

 
 

 

Prayer List 

Winfield First Family 

Colleen Andreas Cindi Madrigal Larry Schuster 
Sue Beeson Darci Morland Jeanice Shimon 
Rex Finley Anne Rising Katie Shimon 

Extended Family and Friends 

Valerie Aladieff Benny Hockersmith Marsha Spangler 
Helen Apperson Piper Leigh Brantley Taylor 
Cheryl Collins Cam Moore Aaron Toney 
Bill Cropek Kara Moore Andrea Toney 
Darlene Green Dorothy Morain Doug Tucker 
 Jeremy Mount  

Grief and Loss 

Family & friends of Stan Nichols  
Family & friends of Jerry Graham 

World Concerns 

Those affected by the Coronavirus & the Delta variant; military 
& first responders and their families; peace across the world; 

recovery from weather-related disasters. 



 

 
 

 
 

 
Dear Churches and Crop Walk Friends, 
 
I am reaching out to you today to inform you of this year's decision on how we will conduct the Crop Hunger 
Walk.  Due to the Covid-19/ Delta viruses we decided to not have the traditional Crop Hunger Walk.  Due to a very 
high number of people with a critical need to eat, have shelter, or have clean water to use for their families we will 
be raising funds.  We are asking the congregations of our local churches to give any amount they feel good about, 
knowing they will be helping people see God through the food they are saved with, the shelter that shields them 
from the harsh elements of nature, or violence, and danger.  Having clean water provided to people that have 
none is a blessing from God that when we put our funds together can help with.  The need for survival grew in 
unfathomable numbers due to the pandemic last year, but sadly we couldn't reach nearly all of them.  So this year 
we will try different methods. 
1. You can make a check out to CWS/Crophungerwalk and turn that into your church secretary.  It will be picked 
up by Sheryl Pugmire (Walk Coordinator) or Bob Baer (Treasurer).  Our phone numbers are at the bottom of this 
email.   
2.  If people would like to give directly on the CROPHunger Walk website go to: 
crophungerwalk.org/winfieldks.  There you will read about our walk plans and see who has registered to walk on 
our chosen date of September 26, 2021.  You may scroll down until you see where you can donate to one of the 
walkers registered.  If you would like to register you may and then people can donate to you.  You can set your 
own goal and ask your friends to donate to you.  This could be a great challenge for some teenagers that may 
want to compete, or create teams.  As of now Sheryl Pugmire is a registered walker.  The safety is in walking 
around your block or wherever you feel comfortable, and not having to be around lots of people.  You can have fun 
with your dog, kids, best friend or your horse! 
3.  Another way you could challenge one another socially to meet goals is on Facebook.  You can video yourself 
walking on September 26, 2021 with a Crop Hunger Walk sticker, T-shirt, or a sign.  The easiest way is Facebook 
live, using #EndHungerNow and #VirtualCROPHungerWalk.   
4.  If you would like to help and cannot do either of these options we could use Spirit Walkers which will pray for us 
out there raising funds and for those that need help.   
5.  Teachers, if you have a check for a donation please give one of us a call and we can make arrangements to 
pick that up to get it to the right people. 
      Attention!!  All funds we raise 25% helps our own community!!  The Food Pantry will receive 15%!   Joseph's 
Storehouse in Burden which helps lots of local people as well will receive 10%! 
If anyone has any questions about any of this please call me at 620-221-1994.  I will return your call!  You may 
reach Bob Baer at 221-3678.  We do have some stickers, balloons, and pamphlets if you need some. 
Let us help each other make a difference to some desperate families in need.  We can show them the love of God 
together!! 

Thank you and God Bless, 
Sheryl Pugmire, Crop Hunger Walk Coordinator 
 

http://crophungerwalk.org/winfieldks


 

 

“Finding the Heart of Methodism” 
 

 Led by Dr. Stephen Rankin - Spiritual Maturity Project 
 

 Begins on Wednesday, October 6, 6:30-7:30 pm, 6 weeks 
 

 Room #200, First United Methodist Church-Winfield 
 

 $25 Per-Person Registration Fee (checks payable to FUMC) 
 

 ZOOM Option Available 
 

 To Register: Contact Pastor Dave at 316-350-4131 or 
dave@winfieldfumc.org 

 
*Methodism began as a revival of theology, as well as a revival of life.  
Dr. Rankin will offer an opportunity to become reacquainted with the 

transformational history, theology, doctrinal guidelines, and the essential truth of  
“the people called Methodist.” Come, join us! 

 
(sponsored by Winfield FUMC and the Spiritual Maturity Project) 

 

  



 

 

 

Youth Outing 

We are having a youth outing for both Middle School 
and High School at the Whittier tennis courts on 
Sunday, Sept. 26, from 3-7 pm. After tennis we will 
go to the church for a prayer service and pizza. Bring 
your tennis racquets and pickle ball stuff for some 
fun!  
 

HS Youth & Parents 
We will have a high school youth and parents 
meeting on Sunday, Oct. 3, at 5 pm to discuss plans 
to go skiing over Christmas break. Please bring a 
$100 deposit if you would like to go with us from Dec. 
29-Jan. 2.  
 

Fall Middle School 
Fall Middle School youth is meeting from 6-7:15 pm 
at the church on Wednesday nights. We will have a 
family rotation again for our meal at 6; watch for an 
email about the meal soon.  
 

Fall High School 
Fall High School youth will meet on Wednesday 
nights from 7:15-8:30 pm at the church, beginning  
Sept. 8. 
 

Confirmation Class 
Confirmation meets weekly at 9:40 in the Fellowship 
Hall with Karen Podschun and Cheryl Rude.  

 
 

 
 

 
Medical Loan Closet News 

The Medical Loan Closet has a beautiful new sign! 
Drive by 501 Harter (5th & Harter) and see how your 
gifts to missions continue to improve our community. 

 

MUSIC CRAWL THANKS 
Thank you to all of our outstanding volunteers and 
donors that helped with our church's Walnut Valley 
Bluegrass Festival Music Crawl! We were able to 
show hospitality and care to our community and 
guests through music, root beer floats, prayer, and 
conversations in our courtyard. A special thanks to 
our partners in ministry, Southwestern College's 
prayer team and Cowley County House of Hope! 
Over 200 people were welcomed at this fun filled 
annual event! 

 
No Current Address 

We have no current addresses for the following 
members. If you have any updates you can share 
with us, they would be appreciated so that our office 
records can be corrected. We would like to stay in 
touch with our membership but have no way to get in 
touch with these folks: 
 

Harley Bray, Kayla Lapaille, Janene Lattimore, 
Sharon McFarland, Madison Pollock, R. J. Reed, 
Walter Williams. 
 

Please email or call Nancy with corrected 
information: 
nancy@winfieldfumc.org 
or 620.221.2700. 

 

 A Look at Our Loyalty  

 August 15 August 22 
 

August 29 September 5 September 12 

Offering $4,146 $3,785 $5,833 $7,863     $10,805 

Needed Weekly        $11,666 

Youth 
News 
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COMPANIONS IN GRIEF 
Harry Hynes Hospice is sponsoring a group for 
sharing the extremely challenging weight of the 
grief of losing a loved one. There is a group 
called Companions in Grief that will meet in 
Robinson Room from 6-7:30 on the second 
Thursday of the month. The next meeting will be 
October 14. If you are interested, please call 
David Benavides at Harry Hynes Hospice: 
620.218.3715.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KAIROS PRISON MINISTRY, INC. 
Friday, October 8, Ascension Lutheran Church at 
842 Tyler Road, Wichita, KS 67212 is the 
location of the Annual Fall Banquet, where those 
that work with Kairos Outside can share a meal 
and the fullness or their ministry with you. There 
is no charge for the meal, BUT, a reservation is 
required as seating is limited.  
 
Registration closes October 4. 
Call 316.288.9141  
Or email: kskairos.org/outside 
 
Kairos Outside Program is so very grateful for 
your past support of this great work. It is 
incredible to see the work of the Holy Spirit in 
restoring the broken lives of women whose loved 
ones and friends are in prison. These ladies live 
with their own “sentence”, living lonely secret 
lives. Your support of the Kairos Outside ministry 
is being used to enable this Kingdom work to 
healing souls lost in grief, bitterness and 
unforgiveness. 
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