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July 22, 2020 
 
 

A TIME FOR LAMENT 
 

I have just read N.T. Wright’s book, God and the Pandemic.  Much of what I will 
share in this article reflects Bishop Wright’s thinking and biblical reasoning. 
When plagues afflict humanity, many ideas run through our minds: Is God 
angry? Does God want us to repent of our sins? Are we receiving a grave 
warning about the future of humanity? Wright answers these questions by 
reminding us that God does not need a plague to call us to repentance and 
righteous living. The ultimate sign and call to redemption is the crucifixion, 
death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. There have been many plagues 
throughout history and the church has responded, not by continually asking, 
“Why is this happening?”, but by asking three simple questions: Who is going 
to be at special risk when this happens? What can we do to help? And who shall 
we send? 
 

“The Spirit was given so that individual believers, and still more the believers 
joined together for corporate worship, would take up their responsibilities as 
God’s eyes and ears, his hands and feet, to do what needed to be done in the 
world.”  In other words, the most important question for the church during times 
of plague is not “Why?’ but “What?” 
 

Our spiritual practices are to be prayer and lamentation. We pray without words, 
groaning our prayers.  We don’t have all the answers. We just recognize that the 
world is in pain. And God so loved the world. 
 

“We should embrace lament as the vital Christian response to this pandemic. 
Roughly one-third of the Psalms are lamenting things are not as they should be. 
The words they use are words of complaint: of question, sorrow, anger and 
frustration, and, often enough, bitterness.” 
 

As Wright suggests, a dark and disturbing picture of God is created when we 
believe that a dangerous virus was allowed to escape a Chinese laboratory or 
market (killing millions of innocent people) so God could give a general call of 
repentance to the world. Again, our call to repentance is now the Cross of 
Christ. The Cross is a symbol of the superiority and finality of redemption 
through Jesus, the Son of God. God does not need to bully us with plagues. 
 

“The church’s mission began (according to John 20) with three things which 
have become very familiar to us in recent days. It began with tears; with locked 
doors; and with doubt.” Jesus always comes to meet us in our tears, fears, and 
doubt. 
 

This is no time for Christians to be doomsayers. It is time to meet the Lord in the 
faces of the needy - to maintain our posts as good shepherds…ready to lay 
down our lives for the sheep! Ready to bring healing and hope to a hurting and 
watching world.  

 

mailto:office@winfieldfumc.org


 
After a time of prayer and discernment, the 
ministry team has decided to postpone the 
opening of worship in the FUMC Sanctuary. 
Our new target date is August 30, Rally 
Sunday. Several factors have guided us in 
making this change. First, you have told us 
that you are really enjoying the outdoor 
setting for worship! You feel safe and 
comfortable. We have heard so many 
positives about meeting in our beautiful 
Memorial Park! Second, people are joining us 
for worship that usually don’t come (or go) to 
church! Thanks be to God!  Third, there is 
ample concern about the COVID infection 
trajectory in Cowley County. The number of 
infections has recently been trending 
upward. 
 

Therefore, our plan is to continue morning 
worship in Memorial Park until August 30.  
We will meet each Sunday at 10:00 am (in 
order to beat the August heat.)  
 
In the event of heavy rain we will do 
FaceBook Live from the Sanctuary and email 
the message out on Monday. Thanks for your 
patience and prayers. Our goal is to keep you 
well-informed and to help you worship in a 
passionate and inspiring way during this 
summer. 

God Bless, 
Pastor Dave  

 
Worship with Us On FaceBook Live 

While we are worshipping in the park, we are also 
broadcasting the service on Facebook Live at  
10:00 am each Sunday. Go to our Facebook page - 
Winfield First United Methodist Church - for the feed. 
We will also record the service and send it out on 
Monday via email for those who don't have 
Facebook.  

Sunday Night Worship 
Sunday Night Worship will continue to be 
held in Memorial Park at 5:30 pm for the 
rest of the summer.  If you have any 
questions, please call or text Pastor 
Rachelle. 

 
It is said that “the Beatles changed American 
consciousness.” The Beatles all had varying 
degrees of involvement with the church that 
affected their values and their music.  
Join us for a worship series that will examine 
four of their songs and how they relate to biblical 
wisdom and the gospel. The last two Sundays 
have been awesome lessons of Life through 
familiar songs, taught in unfamiliar ways. Series 
is being led by Jordan Butler and Pastor Dave. 

 

Drive-In Church with Kids 
Join us for 
Drive-In 
Church 
through 
the rest of 
the 
summer! 
We’d love 
to have 
our 
families 
join us, 
and know 

that sitting in the car might be hard. Here are 
some fun tips that will help make this 
experience easier! 



If you have given us a name to put on the Prayer List  
please give us frequent updates so we can keep current.  Thank 
you for all your prayers on behalf of those in our prayer concerns. 

Prayer Chain 
If you have concerns or joys for which you desire prayer, 
please email Carolyn Eastman, jce1936@gmail.com or the 
church, office@winfieldfumc.org. 

 

Pastor Beth to Retire August 1 

Pastor Beth, after 26 years at FUMC, has 

made the difficult decision to retire 

effective August 1, 2020. As many of you 

know, Beth loves her family and all of her 

beautiful grandchildren. She wants to be 

able to spend more time with them. It’s 

hard to put into words how much Beth has 

meant to us. Let me just say that we love 

and appreciate all that she has done…for 

all of us. Beth and Steve still plan to be 

active in our congregation. If you see Beth 

you may want to express your gratitude 

and kind regards. In the sweet-bye-and-bye 

we will have cake and a party for her. Stay 

tuned for further info on that. In the 

meantime, while we are social distancing, 

let’s have a card shower for Beth with 

cards sent to:  

Beth Wilke, 

811 E 10th Ave, 

Winfield, KS 67156 
 

THANKS SO MUCH, BETH!! 

 

Happy Birthday to all who 

are celebrating birthdays in 
August!  
The birthdays of the members 
and friends for whom we have 
records are listed here to the 
right. If you have additions 
please call the office so we can 

update our records. Send a card, make a phone call, 
or do a little something to help recognize these 
birthdays when you can. 
 
8/1 Lyla Pond 
8/2 Jean Rozell 
8/3 Mark Hutto, Anabell Mugler 
8/4 Marsha Donals, Diane McKinney,  

John Moberly 
8/5 David Kaufman, Ruth Martin, Angela Shear, 
 Leah Somerville 
8/6 Ella Kohpay, Katie Morrison 
8/7 Leah Hartman, Adaira Hutto, Jake Kaufman, 
 David Madrigal 
8/8 David Bertholf 
8/9 Gerry Carter 
8/10 Emily Horton, Olivia Lybarger, Dan Pipes, 
 Trent Stewart, Mary Wyatt 
8/11 Steve Harding 
8/12 Della Saar, Dawn See 
8/13 Amber Bryant, Jane Pipes, Loren Pontious, 
 Greyson Price 
8/14 Aaron Butler, Dru Podschun, Emery Sponsel 
8/15 John Kaufman 
8/16 Jean Bloyer, Ellen Glasgow,  

Paige Richardson 
8/18 Ruth Gordon, Lee Kaufman, Cheryl Kennedy 
8/19 Mikayley Clock, Chris Lance,  

Karson McCaslin, Gabriel Rankin,  
Jaden Wood 

8/20 Jennifer Everett, Katie Johnson 
8/21 Taylor Duncan, Debbie Fry, Stuart Hoag, 
 Joel Johnson, Silver Knowles 
8/23 Haley Bradberry, Krys Clift, Kim Reynolds, 
 Pat Swope 
8/24 Thad Gordon 
8/25 Katy Annuschat, Emercyn McGinnis 
8/26 Chastity Abernathy 
8/28 Jeff Morrison, Brad Young 
8/29 Merrilee Morse, Greg Thompson 
8/31 Julia Berk, Glen Bloyer, Brooks Mugler, 
 Madeline Norland, LeAnn Tipps 

  

Prayer List    
Winfield First Family 

Max Allison Cindi Madrigal Susan Norton 
Elva Mae Boicourt Nianne Mohlstrom Mandie Speegle 
Jordan Butler Darrell Morse Karla Sultz 
Victoria Butler Merrilee Morse Tom Wallrabenstein 
Bob Carter Alan Norton Dan Williams 

Extended Family and Friends 

Valerie Aladieff Curstin Jenkins Rev. Don Snyder 
Ken Bragg Jason Jenkins Brantley Taylor 
Kim Estabrook Piper Leigh Aaron Toney 
Marc Godfrey Vanessa Matare Dontae Truitt 
Buddy Hendrix Kara Moore Robin Van Allen 
Linda Sawyer Hicks Jim Sawyer Mary Wilson 

 
World Concerns 

Everyone affected by the Coronavirus; military & first responders and 
their families; our nation as we deal with racism and its surrounding 

chaos, our schools as they prepare to open.. 
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A New Feature for Church Entrance 
This past week, our Director of Maintenance & 
Property Randy Vanderpool helped to install the new 
professional system of security on the east door of 
our church. The panel at the left of the door includes 
a camera and a button to call the church office. The 
system allows the office person available at the time 
to unlock the east door from their desk. Already this 
feature has proven to save a lot of time away from 
the busy phones and office work. It has allowed door 
access for recognized church members. And it has 
allowed efficient conversation with potential Helping 
Hands clients who show up at the door, do not have 
phones, but need to make an appointment to visit 
with our volunteers via phone at a later time; the 
device allows office personnel to be able to look up 
information on the computer while conversing with 
them in a respectful manner through the built-in 
intercom. The required social distancing this feature 
allows, as well as the safety with persons that are 
unfamiliar to our staff, is a gift to those who continue 
to maintain the ongoing business of the church. 

 
 

 
 

As always, thank you to everyone who is faithfully 
giving their prayers, talents, gifts and services that 
the ministries of the church might continue.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

_____________________________ 

 
Our 150th anniversary celebration has been postponed.  
We plan to reschedule when the restrictions are lifted. 

 

  

A Look at Our Loyalty 

 

 

  
 

 
 

 
July 5 

 
July 12 

 
July 19 

8:30 Worship      

10:45 Worship   No church services on-site 

Evening Worship   due to Coronavirus threat 

Total Worship      

Sunday School      

Offering   $11,601 $4,723 $5750 

Needed Weekly     $12,050 



 

 
August Series 

Every family is different, but 
there’s one thing every family 
has in common: no family is 
perfect. No matter what your 
family looks like, it definitely 
has its own unique quirks, 
traditions, jokes, feuds, and 
flaws. The families we read 
about in the pages of Scripture 
are no different. In this series, 

kids will be introduced to one ordinary family in the 
Bible that God chose to use in extraordinary ways. 
Eventually, this family became the family that brought 
Jesus into the world! In this four-week series about the 
family of Abraham, kids will learn that we can trust 
God with our family, God takes care of our families, God 
helps us be honest with our families, and God wants to 
help families heal. 
 

VBS - 2020 
We will provide you and your family 
with everything you need! We will be 
making teaching/instructional videos 
and we will be creating a take-home packet filled with 
supplies and instructions for the week. These things will 
be available for pick up on Sunday July 26th at both of 
our worship services (10am or 5:30pm). If you are unable 
to pick them up at that time we will drop them off at your 
house, like we did with our worship bags earlier this year. 
While we won't be together, feel free to get with those in 
your neighborhood or another family and do VBS 
together! Please take photos! We won't be meeting in 
person but I'd love to see what our families are doing! 
You can text them to me (316-461-0966), post them to 
your Facebook page, or post them to our family 

group on Facebook. 
As always if you have questions or concerns please let me 
know! 
Jessica Bates 

 During August we 
will continue our 
Sunday School 
Time online at 
9:00am! Please 
‘Like’ our church 
Facebook Page 
Winfield First 
United Methodist 
Church & join us! 

 

Youth Week 
Youth Week will be August 10-16. It will be 
a week of special activities for Middle and 
High School youth to finish out the 
Summer, before the school year begins. 
A special mailing will come out next week 
about all the activities for the different 
groups. We will continue to do things 
outside and with social distancing and 
masks as needed throughout the summer.  

 
Youth Sunday 

Youth Sunday will be August 2 in Memorial 
park at 10 am. All youth are invited to be 
involved in the worship service. We will 
recognize our graduates and scholarship 
recipients that day. 

 
Helping our Youth Programs 

We are 
promoting a 
"Together" 
theme for 
our church 
as we 
continue to 
grow in our 
faith and 
seek to 
fellowship 
together in 
the future 
for our 
youth. If you 
would like a 

"Together" t-shirt, they are $15 and 
available to order by  
emailing Bill at bill@winfieldfumc.org  
or by calling Bill at (620)229-3844.  

Youth 

News 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/400375053360667/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/400375053360667/
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Extending Thanks to: 

 
 
Volunteers who 
graciously give their time 
to help Randy by mowing 
the church lawn. 
 

 
Susan Dean and all her faithful friends who help 
feed the many folks who continue to need 
Tuesdays Table meals. Even with the drive-
through sack dinners, the numbers continue to 
increase – over eighty people are served each 
week. 

 
The kind voices of volunteers who work with the 
Helping Hands and Salvation Army programs to 
do what can be done to assist those in 
desperate need of rent & utility monies. These 
days they are making phone calls because we 
cannot visit with the clients in person. We may 
never know what a blessing this Christian 
outreach means to those who struggle, but we 
can pray that it is a glimmer of God’s love. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Ray & Virginia Nichols – 70th Anniversary 
 

 
August 27 marks the 70th Anniversary of wedded 
bliss for Ray & Virginia Nichols!! Because of the 
restrictions on friends and family meeting together, 
the children have requested a card shower. Such 
a blessed celebration!  
 
Cards should be sent to: 
Ray & Virginia Nichols 
1411 E. 19th Avenue 
Winfield, KS 67156 
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