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July 14, 2021 

THE HALLELUJAH BANQUET 
“The Test of Our Truth” 

 

Eugene Peterson wrote a book about the seven churches in Revelation. 
John was a pastor to seven churches in the late first century. One day he 
was arrested by Roman soldiers and put into exile on the island of Patmos. 
John’s letters to his seven congregations had the effect of revealing who 
they really were. 
 

To the Christians at Pergamum: “I have a few things against you: you have 
some there who hold the teaching of Balaam.” The Pergamene Christians 
lived in a place of lies, propaganda, deceit, and distortion - a place where  
“Satan dwells,” as Pastor John explains. Satan is the Father of Lies. Despite 
this fact, God will sustain his truth. God’s Word is as sharp and quick as a 
two-edged sword. God is able to cut through lies and deception. 
 

Peterson makes the point that “one of the large and persistent tasks of living 
the Christian life is learning to tell the truth. The opposite of telling the truth 
is telling lies. We lie a lot.” I would add that it is also very difficult to 
recognize the truth in normal life - including politics, religion, and medicine. 
Truth is the first thing to go in the grand design of evil. Truth de-evolves into 
spin, or my version of it, or (worst case scenario) the truth becomes a lie. 
Sound familiar? We live in a world which struggles desperately to know what 
is true and false. Unfortunately, we settle for less than the truth. Why? It’s 
easier and we get lazy. 
 

Discovering the truth takes time and patience. For followers of Jesus it 
requires a connection and focus. Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and 
the life.”  I remember learning Hebrews 4:12-13: 
 

 The word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged 
 sword, piercing to the division of soul and spirit, of joints and  
 marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 
 And before him no creature is hidden, but all are open and laid 
 bare to the eyes of him with whom we have to do.” 
 

Let’s throw our lives on the side of truth. John was right. God will sustain 
truth and help us discern what is good and evil. Lies and deception need not 
cloud our ability to recognize truth. Come, Holy Spirit, Come. 
 

Next Church: Thyatira 
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Happy Birthday to 
each of these 
special people 
8/1 Lyla Pond 
8/2 Jean Rozell,  
8/3 Mark Hutto,  
  Anabell Mugler 

8/4 Marsha Donals, Diane McKinney,  
 John Moberly 
8/5 Ruth Martin, Angela Shear 
8/6 Ella Kohpay, Katie Morrison 
8/7 Adaira Hutto, Jake Kaufman, David Madrigal 
8/8 David Bertholf 
8/9 Gerry Carter, Anderson Wall 
8/10 Emily Horton, Olivia Lybarger, Dan Pipes, 

Trent Stewart, Mary Wyatt 
8/11 Steve Harding 
8/12 Dawn See 
8/13 Amber Bryant, Jane Pipes, Loren Pontious, 

Greyson Price 
8/14 Aaron Butler, Dru Podschun,  Emery Sponsel 
8/15 John Kaufman 
8/16 Jean Bloyer, Ellen Glasgow,   
 Paige Richardson 
8/18 Ruth Gordon, Lee Kaufman, Cheryl Kennedy 
8/19 Mikayley Clock, Chris Lance,  
 Karson McCaslin, Gabriel Rankin,  
 Jaden Wood 
8/20 Jennifer Everett, Katie Johnson 
8/21 Taylor Duncan, Debbie Fry, Stuart Hoag, 
 Joel Johnson, Silver Knowles 
8/23 Krys Clift, Kim Reynolds, Pat Swope 
8/24 Thad Gordon 
8/25 Emercyn McGinnis 
8/26 Chastity Abernathy 
8/28 Jeff Morrison, Brad Young 
8/29 Merrilee Morse, Greg Thompson 
8/31 Julia Berk, Glen Bloyer, Brooks Mugler, 

Madeline Norland 
 

 

Thanks for the Prayers! 
Betty Harris would like to thank all of those who have 
supported her great-granddaughter in prayer. She 
was born with multiple complications and has since 
recovered to be a “truly admirable baby. She giggles 
and shows good behavior. Her cousin keeps her in 
bold colored hair bows. We are truly blessed with all 
your prayers. Thank you. – Betty Harris” 

Thank you for all your prayers  
on behalf of those in our prayer concerns. 

If you have given us a name to put on the Prayer List  
please give us frequent updates so we can keep current. 

 

Fellowship Sunday School Class 
You are invited to join the Fellowship Class in 
Memorial Park on Sundays at 9 AM on the east side 
of the park. (If worship is moved inside, the class will 
meet in either Fellowship Hall or the church library.)  
Steve Wilke leads class discussion about the 
scripture of the morning worship for each week. If 
you do not get a weekly email with the scripture 
noted there, feel free to call the church to find out 
what that will be so that you can study ahead of time 
and bring your ideas to the group on Sunday. Bring a 
lawn chair and join the Fellowship Class at the park 
each Sunday. All are welcome! 

 

 

Holes 4 Hope Golf Tournament -- Saturday, 
September 25, 2021 

Golfers – Fun, Fellowship, and service to Christ, all in 
one. Holes-4-Hope is a golf-a-thon where golfers play 
for fun and collect donations from family members, 
friends, and co-workers who sponsor them in a “Best 
Ball” tournament held at the Winfield Country Club.  
The funds raised go to the renovation of the Annex 
building of the Grace Episcopal Church, located at 
116 E. 8th Avenue. This building is being renovated to 
become a meeting place that will be available to non-
profit groups in Winfield. Groups such as Eagle Nest 
and the Cowley County Extension Office and many 
others will be able to use the building for meetings 
and classes. Call (620) 221-4245 for more 
information or to register. Come and join in the fun. 
See the details and register online at 
holes4hope.com.   

Prayer List 
Winfield First Family 

Colleen Andreas Anne Rising Katie Shimon 
Sue Beeson Jeanice Shimon Gordon Tasker 
Cindi Madrigal  Carla Tuttle 

Extended Family and Friends 
Valerie Aladieff Piper Leigh Robert Ramirez 
Bill Cropek Cam Moore Brantley Taylor 
Jerry Graham Kara Moore Aaron Toney 
Darlene Green Jesse Ramirez Damisha Truitt 

Grief & Loss 
Ray Dewell, in the death of his brother 
Darci Morland, in the death of Pilgrim 

Jeff & Jim Everett, in the death of their father 
World Concerns 

Those affected by the Coronavirus; military & first responders 
and their families; peace across the nation, the heat & 

drought of the Northwest. 



 

 

Middle School 
Our summer plan for MS youth is to meet from 7-8:30 
pm at the Podschun’ house 802 E. 5th on Wednesday 
nights. 8th graders can come to either MS or HS 
youth whichever works best for the summer.  

 
High School 

Our high school youth will meet on Thursday nights 
from 7-8:30 at the Podschun’ house, 802 E. 5th.  

 
Camp Horizon Day Outing 

We will have a day outing for youth to Camp Horizon 
this summer on July 21. It will be great to be able to 
be back at the camp for some activities for middle 
and high school youth. Sign up by calling Bill for this 
outing. The cost is $25.  

 
 

Youth Sunday 
Youth Sunday will be July 25 
at 10 am. Talk to Bill if you 
would like to help with 
something in the worship 
service.  

 

 
 

Youth Week 
Youth Week will be August 
12-15 with lots of activities for 
youth those days. Watch for 
more details next month.  

 
 

Tuesday’s Table Update 
We are so thankful for the team of volunteers who 
make the program of Tuesday’s Table possible. 
Looking back at the number of folks who have been 
served a great church-prepared meal between 
January 1 and June 30th of this year, the total is 
1,821. So many blessed people!!  
And when the numbers are totaled since the program 
started in March of 2009, the number of people 
served with the heart of Christ is 43,891.  
Again, many heartfelt thanks to all of you who make 
that possible. May you also be blessed! 

 

And,...an Update on Helping Hands 
During the months of January through June of this 
year, 261 families have been assisted with $47,990 
providing rent, utilities, or fuel to get to doctors’ 
appointments. It is hard to imagine some of the 
stories that our clients tell of what they are going 
through in this post-COVID time. Some have been 
unemployed, some have had tragic health concerns, 
and so many calls have come because of the 
unexpected hike in electric bills from this past 
winter’s ice storm. The Winfield Community Helping 
Hands program is funded by 11 local churches, the 
Winfield United Way, the Legacy Foundation of 
Cowley County, and some very generous individuals.  
Since 2001, the Winfield Community Helping Hands 
program has provided $996,800 to 10,134 
households! That is an incredible ministry that could 
not be in place without your support in prayers, 
presence, gifts, and service to a community of people 
in need.  

 

Companions in Grief 
Harry Hynes Hospice is sponsoring a group for 
sharing the extremely challenging weight of the grief 
of losing a loved one. Having started on Thursday, 
July 8, there will be a group called Companions in 
Grief that will meet in Fellowship Hall from 6-7:30 on 
the second Thursday of the months ahead. If you are 
interested, please call David Benavides at Harry 
Hynes Hospice: 620.218.3715.  

 

 A Look at Our Loyalty  

 June 13 June 20 
 

June 27 July 4 July 11 

Offering $6,317 $7,287 $5,415 $10,555      $5,562 

Needed Weekly        $11,666 

Youth 
News 
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Welcome to our Summer Worship 
We welcome you to worship with us on Sundays: 
8:30 am service in the Sanctuary, 10 am service in 
Memorial Park, and/or evening service at 5:30 pm 
in Memorial Park. If there is inclement weather, the 
services scheduled for Memorial Park will be 
moved to our church building – 10 am would then 
be in the sanctuary, and 5:30 pm would be in 
Fellowship Hall. 
 
On August 29, our church will celebrate our annual 
Rally Sunday. That will mark the first week of 
Sunday morning services both returning to the 
Sanctuary. Stay posted. We’re not trying to confuse 
anyone with all these changes, but trying to keep all 
informed as we move forward from a very 
challenging year of pandemic that we are grateful 
to have survived! We are thankful for each of you 
who remain faithful to First United Methodist 
Church Methodist of Winfield. 
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