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There Was Jesus 
     I don't know how you've been feeling lately, but I've struggled!  For months now it 
feels as if all the rules keep changing.  I don't like change.  I'm not good at it.  But, 
how we work, how we shop, how we eat, almost everything we do seems to have 
changed.  Not just once but several times.  Now as we open up, it's all changing again!   
     Because of all the things we do now to protect each other, I've felt less connected to 
others.  So, I've especially struggled with how to be a lay leader.  I don't feel I've been 
connected to you and I haven't found ways to help you or others in this strange time.   
I'm a little too social to be good at this - can't figure out how to be the hands and feet of 
Jesus when we're not allowed to touch or go anywhere.  I can tell you though, the Lord 
works in mysterious ways, and a few weeks ago, I stumbled on a duet by Zach Wilson and 
Dolly Parton.  The song is named "There Was Jesus" and you can find it on YouTube 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=37wV6D49iEY  This song spoke exactly what I 
needed to hear. 
     I realized, in listening to this song, that I had enjoyed the slower pace of staying at 
home.  I often feel closer to God in nature, and have spent more time gardening this 
spring than I have in years.  I see, now, that God was giving me the time and space to 
listen and be still (even if I don’t want to.)  I came to enjoy the sound of car horns honking 
at various drive-by birthdays and anniversaries in my neighborhood.  A sound that used to 
be annoying, I now think of as a greeting or expression of love and friendship.  I was 
allowed to spend more time with my beautiful new bride than I would have otherwise.  
We’ve even developed new prayer and devotional habits.  There are many blessings 
hidden in the broken pieces of our old way of life.  I realized that I was encouraged every 
day by watching our congregation find new ways to be in ministry: Facebook, Zoom, 
YouTube, e-mail, phone calls, drive-by gatherings, outdoor events at a distance, food 
ministries, home deliveries…Jesus was there in every moment of isolation and every inch 
of social distance. 
     While I was focused on the changes and the chaos, God was trying to show me the 
peace and stillness.  Now as I look back at all those weeks at home, I see of course, that 
"there was Jesus".  He never changes and never leaves - doesn't even maintain a six-foot 
distance.  And he was shining through many of you in new and different ways!  He is 
Emmanuel, God with us.  I hope you, too, have been able to feel closer to God in all of the 
worldly chaos.  The chaos will likely continue as it has for thousands of years in a variety 
of ways.  But now I see that it's easier to feel and see Jesus in the simple and everyday 
things.  I sense His Presence in all the ways you are being the church and shining His Light 
in the world. 
     Now as things change back and we go back out into the world, our challenge will be to 
take Jesus with us and share the hope and light with the world.  I pray you feel Him close 
and are able to find strength, hope and peace in that Presence. 

Todd DeMint, 

Winfield FUMC Lay Leader 
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After a time of prayer and discernment, the 
ministry team has decided to postpone the 
July 12 opening of worship in the FUMC 
Sanctuary. Our new target date is August 30, 
Rally Sunday. Several factors have guided us 
in making this change. First, you have told us 
that you are really enjoying the outdoor 
setting for worship! You feel safe and 
comfortable. We have heard so many 
positives about meeting in our beautiful 
Memorial Park! Second, people are joining us 
for worship that usually don’t come (or go) to 
church! Thanks be to God!  Third, there is 
ample concern about the COVID infection 
trajectory in Cowley County. The number of 
infections has recently been trending 
upward. 
 

Therefore, our plan is to continue morning 
worship in Memorial Park until August 30. 
Beginning July 5, we will meet each Sunday 
at 10:00 am (in order to beat the July/August 
heat.)  
 
In the event of heavy rain we will do 
FaceBook Live from the Sanctuary and email 
the message out on Monday. Thanks for your 
patience and prayers. Our goal is to keep you 
well-informed and to help you worship in a 
passionate and inspiring way during this 
summer. 

God Bless, 
Pastor Dave  

 

Worship with Us On FaceBook Live 
While we are worshipping in the park, we are also 
broadcasting the service on Facebook Live at  
10:45 am each Sunday. Go to our Facebook page - 
Winfield First United Methodist Church - for the feed. 
We will also record the service and send it out on 
Monday via email for those who don't have 
Facebook.  

Sunday Night Worship 
Sunday Night Worship will continue to be 
held in Memorial Park at 5:30 pm for the 
rest of the summer.  If you have any 
questions, please call or text Pastor 
Rachelle. 

 

 
It is said that “the Beatles changed American 
consciousness.” The Beatles all had varying 
degrees of involvement with the church that 
affected their values and their music.  
Join us for a worship series that will examine 
four of their songs and how they relate to biblical 
wisdom and the gospel. Series begins on July 12 
with Jordan Butler and Pastor Dave leading. 

 

Drive-In Church with Kids 
Join us for 
Drive-In 
Church 
through 
the rest of 
the 
summer! 
We’d love 
to have 
our 
families 
join us, 
and know 

that sitting in the car might be hard. Here are 
some fun tips that will help make this 
experience easier! 



 

If you have given us a name to put on the Prayer List  
please give us frequent updates so we can keep current.  Thank 
you for all your prayers on behalf of those in our prayer concerns. 

 

Prayer Chain 
If you have concerns or joys for which you desire prayer, 
please email Carolyn Eastman, jce1936@gmail.com or the 
church, office@winfieldfumc.org. 

 

There Was Jesus  

CCLI Song # 7138043, Casey Beathard | Jonathan Smith | Zach Williams, © 
Anthems of Hope (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC)  

CCLI License # 952937 

Every time I tried to make it on my own, 
Every time I tried to stand and start to fall, 
All those lonely roads that I have traveled on, 
There was Jesus. 
When the life I built came crashing to the ground, 
When the friends I had were nowhere to be found, 
I couldn't see it then but I can see it now: 
There was Jesus. 
In the waiting, in the searching, 
In the healing and the hurting, 
Like a blessing buried in the broken pieces, 
Every minute, every moment  
Of where I’ve been or where I'm going, 
Even when I didn't know it, or couldn't see it, 
There was Jesus. 
For this man who needs amazing kind of grace, 
Forgiveness at a price I couldn't pay, 
I'm not perfect, so I thank God every day  
There was Jesus. 
On the mountain, in the valleys, in the shadows of the alleys,  
In the fire, in the flood,  
Always is, and always was. 
No, I never walk alone.  
There was Jesus.  

 
 
 

 

Happy Birthday to all who are celebrating 

birthdays in July! The birthdays of the members and 
friends for whom we have records are listed here to the 
right. If you have additions please call the office so we 
can update our records. Send a card, make a phone 
call, or do a little something to help recognize these 
birthdays when you can. 
7/1 Jerry Hopper, Dollie Hutto-Rosecrans,   

Daniel Miller, Nathan Morrison 
7/3 Barbara Podschun 
7/4 Joy Lewis, Kye Madrigal, Marisa Steiner, 
 Tyce Yates 
7/5 Taylor Danielsen 
7/6 Pat Mccutcheon, Nianne Mohlstrom 
7/7 Will Abernathy, Mary Nichols, Lindsay Wilke 
7/8 Cherri Baer, Susan Dean, Mike Pressnall, 
 Terry Revell, Tim Zakharov 
7/9 Brian Buffum, Jake Jewers,  

Georgia Larson, Kathryn Lattimore,  
David Richardson 

7/10 Gracelynn Benavides, Nancy Heinz,  
Gordon Tasker 

7/11 Tara Duncan 
7/13 Chad Harding, Claire Hartman,  

Carl Jewers, Mike Steiner, Ashley Winblad 
7/15 Garrett Calvin, Vicki Hittle, Jim Holcomb, 
 Meg Stone, Gale Tredway 
7/16 Elizabeth Hall, Madison Hall,  

Larry Schuster, Tristan Wood 
7/17 Lilli Benavides, Elly Bertholf, Cassie Homan, 

Nick St Peter, Nancy Tredway 
7/18 Ed Foster, Isaac Hicks, Claire Norton,  
 Bryanna Riddle, Gordon Rowley,  

Curtis Trecek, Bill Ward 
7/19 David Dimit 
7/20 John Beers, Donetta Godsey,  

Diane Rosecrans, Martin Rude 
7/21 Joan Bair, Jimmy Brock 
7/23 Barbara Dunn, Tony Hutto,  
 Megan McCoy, Ray Nichols 
7/24 Abram Rankin 
7/25 Jeff Everett, Jim Everett, April Finuf, Ina Gray, 

Aubrey Schmidt, Andrew Yates 
7/26 Beth Lungren, Dale Russell 
7/27 Rachel Lashier, Aaron McGuire,  

Pam Olney, Kelly Rowe 
7/28 Patti Brenn, Rex Finley, Camille Richert 
7/29 Diane Detter, Demi Golay, Christy Kemp 
7/30 Lindsey Keith, Lilya Woodburn 
7/31 Tom Wallrabenstein 

  

Prayer List    
Winfield First Family 

Elva Mae Boicourt Merrilee Morse Mandie Speegle 
Bob Carter Susan Norton Karla Sultz 
Betty Gray Kathy Rowley Tom Wallrabenstein 
Cindi Madrigal Angela Shear Dan Williams 
Darrell Morse Jeanice Shimon Emma Wilke 

Extended Family and Friends 

Valerie Aladieff Linda Sawyer Hicks Lanna Roby 
William Baker Curstin Jenkins Helen Samms 
Ray Bontrager Jason Jenkins Brantley Taylor 
Ken Bragg Piper Leigh Aaron Toney 
Kim Estabrook Vanessa Matare Robin Van Allen 
Terry Galloway Lynn Merritt Laura Weidman 
Marc Godfrey Kara Moore Melinda Williams 
Buddy Hendrix Emily Randolph Mary Wilson 

Grief and Loss 
Friends and family of Bill Wakefield 

Pat Swope in the death of her brother 
World Concerns 

Everyone affected by the Coronavirus; military & first responders and 
their families; 2021 UMC General Conference, our nation as we deal 

with racism and its surrounding chaos. 

mailto:jce1936@gmail.com
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Please Let us Know 

Thank you for letting the church office know if you 
move or change your phone number.  (If you go to 
just a cell phone, your name will not be listed in the 
phone book.).  If you move and we do not have your 
new address, the newsletter comes back and we 
have to pay for postage.  Thanks! 

 
 

“Text to Give” Option 
We can now receive gifts via text. Simply send a text 
message with the dollar amount to (620) 254-0770.  
If this is your first time giving this way, you will be 
asked to fill out a short form with your billing info. 
After the initial setup, giving is as easy as sending a 
text message. 

 

Online Giving 
A one-time or recurring donation to the church can 
be made by clicking on the following link 
http://winfieldfumc.org/giving and scrolling to the 
bottom of the page to click the “Give” button. Thank 
you for your generous donations that enable the 
many ministries of this congregation. 

 
Helping Hands Fund 

The Helping Hands emergency assistance fund is 
very active this spring. Many families have had their 
utilities turned off these past two weeks because they 
have lost their jobs or the bills have mounted beyond 
what they have expected. We are thankful for the 
many generous donations that have been received, 
but the need is great. So far this year we helped 180 
families with utilities, rent, medicine, and other basic 
life needs. If you would like to help, please make your 
check to FUMC and mark “Helping Hands” in the 
memo line. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
As always, thank you to everyone who is faithfully 
giving their prayers, talents, gifts and services that 
the ministries of the church might continue.  
 

 
 
Our 150th anniversary celebration has been postponed.  
We plan to reschedule when the restrictions are lifted. 

 
Lawn Mowers Needed 

Please call the church office 
if you can help mow the 
church lawn this summer. 
There is also a sign-up sheet 
on the first floor across from 
the elevator. The church has 

all the necessary equipment and Randy will be glad 
to show you the ropes. 

 
 

  

A Look at Our Loyalty 

 

 

  
 

 
June 7 

 
June 14 

 
June 21 

 
June 28 

8:30 Worship      

10:45 Worship  No church services on-site due to 

Evening Worship   Coronavirus threat  

Total Worship      

Sunday School      

Offering  $8,863 $3,598 $7,681 $5,014 

Needed Weekly     $12,050 

http://winfieldfumc.org/giving


 

 
July Series 

 “I double dog dare you!” Those 
five words either make us really 
nervous or make us really 
brave. In this series, we’re not 
talking about the kind of dares 
that challenge you to drink a 
liquefied Happy Meal or lick a 
frozen telephone pole. We’re 

talking about a better kind of dare – the kind of dare 
God gives us when He calls us to do something big & 
bold in His name. In this 4-week series from the book 
of Genesis, kids will hear the stories of people who 
responded to God’s call with either fear or courage. 
They’ll be challenged to obey God even when others 
aren’t, to obey God by putting him first, to obey God 
even when they don’t understand, and to obey God 
by turning away from sin. 
 

VBS - 2020 
Registration is open 
for Vacation Bible 
School! VBS is a 
FREE event for 
students entering K-
5th grade. This year 
we will meet at Island Park from 6-8pm. We 
are offering 3 options for our families. You can 
move through the stations as a family unit, 
you can pick up your daily VBS box that is 
filled with supplies for the day and do VBS at 
home, or you can send your student and we 
will put them in a small group with an adult 
volunteer to travel through the stations! If you 
have questions contact Jessica Bates at: 
jessica@winfieldfumc.org.  
Please register on our website: 
 http://winfieldfumc.org/children/vbs 

____________ 
During the months 
of July & August we 
will continue our 
Sunday School Time 
online at 9:00am! 
Please ‘Like’ our 
church Facebook 
Page Winfield First 
United Methodist 
Church & join us! 

 

Middle School Youth 
Our current plan is for our middle school 
youth to continue to meet on Wednesdays 
throughout the summer. Gatherings will 
be outside to allow for social distancing.  
 

High School Youth 
High School youth will meet on Sunday 
nights at 7 pm and be outside for the 
summer as well. 
 

Canoe Trip 
Our High School youth are going 
Canoeing on July 6-8. Call Bill immediately 
if you have not signed up but want to go.  
 

Youth Sunday 
Youth Sunday will be August 2 in Memorial 
park at 10 am. All youth are invited to be 
involved in the worship service. We will 
recognize our graduates and scholarship 
recipients that day.  
 

Helping our Youth Programs 
We are promoting a 
"Together" theme 
for our church as 
we continue to grow 
in our faith and seek 
to fellowship 
together in the 
future for our youth. 
If you would like a 
"Together" t-shirt, 
they are $15 and 
available to order by  

emailing Bill at bill@winfieldfumc.org  
or by calling Bill at (620)229-3844.  
 
 

Youth 

News 
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Extending Thanks to: 
Mike Bradley, Beth & 
Steve Wilke, and Krista 
Ranby for delivering 
commodities in June. 
 
Ron Godsey and Bill 
Bridges for mowing the 
church lawn. 

 
 

 
Thank you 

Dear friends, 
We have received so many beautiful anniversary 
and birthday cards and letters from every church 
we served, thanks to our children’s letting the cat 
out of the bag and the article in the last Tower. We 
love and appreciate all of our Winfield First United 
Methodist Church friends. Thank you for making 
us feel special! 

Jo Ann & Gordon Tasker 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Dear Mr. Podschun and FUMC, 
It was very thoughtful of you to stop by and drop 
off graduation gifts! I appreciate the time you took 
to do so! Especially during these crazy times. 
Hope all is well. Thanks again! 

Sincerely, 
Madison H. 

 
 
 
Dear Mr. Podschun and FUMC, 
Thank you so much for the bag of graduation 
goodies! It was such a nice surprise to receive! 
Thanks again so much. 

--Elizabeth Hall 
 

NOTE: 
Church offices will be closed 

Monday, July 6. 
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