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On Racism 
“Racism is a system of inequality based on race prejudice and the belief that one race 

is innately superior to all other races…We believe that racism is a rejection of the 

teachings of Jesus Christ…” The Book of Resolutions of the United Methodist 

Church. 
 

Throughout my life and ministry I have witnessed the destructive effects of racism in 

our culture. I have sought forgiveness and reconciliation for the racism in my own  

life - much of which I didn’t even know existed. Racism is both insidious and violent 

in its damning impact. Moreover, it denies that God is the Creator of all people. Most 

us of think we are nice people and because we know a black person, for instance, then 

we can’t be racist. This is a false notion and must be uprooted for reconciliation and 

equality to flourish. Racism is so institutionally and culturally ingrained that it can go 

unnoticed and seem normal…UNLESS you are the one experiencing it. 
 

So many people have experienced the violence of racism that protests have erupted all 

over our country and world. Violence is not the answer - it never is, according to 

Jesus. Violence only leads to more violence. But as Christ’s holy church we must 

decry racism, offer the hospitality of Christ, and actively seek healing and 

reconciliation. Unfortunately, the reality of racism and the need for change can get 

buried in the discussion over whether all cops are bad and whether all protestors are 

anarchists. Obviously, not all law enforcement officers commit murder in broad 

daylight while being videoed. And not all protestors are violent and destructive 

radicals. The larger problem (underneath all) of the video and burning buildings is 

that racism is a horrible reality that has not gone away. We need new attitudes, new 

understandings, new relationships, and better laws/structures/justice. Work ahead… 
 

One of the most important things we can do is listen to the stories of our brothers and 

sisters who have been damaged. What was it like to be racially profiled? What is it 

like to be in an inter-racial relationship? How did you deal with the cashier ignoring 

you in the check-out line. How bad was it to have your car vandalized and then 

smeared inside and out with human feces? What did you do when you returned to 

work and found a “rope and noose” over your work station? Did it hurt when you 

were not allowed to attend the funeral dinner - until the pastor stepped in? Really? 

You were not allowed to use the restroom in your white roommate’s home during 

spring break? These are only a few stories that I have listened to. I have wept, I have 

wept… 
 

May God open our hearts and minds and forgive us for our conscious or unconscious 

participation in racism. May God’s mercy and grace be with all the victims of racism. 

May we celebrate all human life and the God who so loved the world. Lord, hear our 

prayer! 
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Greetings from the Staff 
Your church staff sends our love and best wishes 
to you. We miss you! Please call or email us with 
any prayer requests or needs that you have. You 
can also go to the church website and register to 
help folks in need or to communicate a need that 
you have. 

 

Drive-In Church 
During the month of 
June we invite you to 
join us for “Drive-In 
Church” at 10:45 am at 
Memorial Park. You are 
welcome to bring lawn 
chairs or to stay in your 
car. The service will be 
broadcast on the radio 
at 93.9 and will last about 30 minutes. Families may 
want to bring a blanket to spread on the grass so 
their kids can have a defined space that’s more 
comfortable than the car. We encourage everyone to 
stay in their family groups and socially distance from 
others. We plan to worship even if it is raining.  

 

Sunday Night Worship 
You are welcome to worship each Sunday night 
during the month of June in Memorial Park at 5:30 
pm. Bring your blanket or chairs to designate your 
family’s place of gathering, and bring a picnic supper 
for your family to enjoy during the time together in the 
park. We look forward seeing you there! 

 

Worship with Us Online! 
While we are worshipping in the park, we hope to 
also have the service on Facebook Live at 10:45 am 
each Sunday. Go to our Facebook page - Winfield 
First United Methodist Church - for the feed. We will 
also record the service and send it out later that day 
via email for those who don't have Facebook.  

 

Praying Together 
While we cannot physically meet together, Bishop 
Saenz our Great Plains Bishop, is inviting each of us 
to pray the Lord’s Prayer every day at noon until 
gathering restrictions are lifted and we can meet 
together again. This act of solidarity will help keep us 
prayerfully connected.  

 

 
 
 

As always, thank you to everyone who is faithfully 
giving their prayers, talents, gifts and services that 
the ministries of the church might continue.  

Camp Horizon Update 

The Camp Horizon Site Council 
and the Great Plains Camping 
Board voted unanimously to 
suspend all summer camp 
programs and retreats through 
August 31, 2020. Over the last two months, the staff 
wrestled with this decision daily and gave it extensive 
prayer and consideration in consultation with county 
and state health officials.   
For summer camp questions, contact Darci at 
darci@horizoncenter.org.  
For retreat questions, contact Diana at 
diana@horizoncenter.org.  
This is a time of great loss for the camp 
community. Our 23 hired summer staff, 200 spring 
volunteers, anticipated 1,200 summer campers, and 
45 retreat groups are all leaving a major hole in the 
life of the camp right now. Further, a total of $50,000 
worth of planned camp improvements have been put 
on hold, and we have significantly reduced year-
round staffing. 
Nevertheless, our camp community remains strong, 
and many have already reached out to offer their 
support. We are confident the camp will weather this 
storm. While we know that safety is always the 
correct choice, it does not come without a cost. In the 
coming weeks and months, we invite you to join us in 
giving to ensure that the long legacy of camp may 
continue in the future. You can donate online at 
www.horizoncenter.campbraingiving.com or send a 
check to:  
Camp Horizon, 30811 Horizon Dr. 
Arkansas City, KS 67005 
Please be in prayer for camp leadership as we work 
through this difficult time and seek to continue to 
serve in all the ways we can, in all the places we can, 
for all the people we can, as long as we can. And we 
will be praying for all of you until we can gather 
around the campfire again. 
In Christ, 
Joel Wilke 
Camp Director 

 

Medical Loan Closet News 
The Medical Loan Closet, at 5th Avenue and Harter, 
will be reopening June 1. This community so 
appreciates all of the volunteers who are so 
generous with their time and who have continued this 
service to the Winfield area now for a number of 
years. These guys and gals have been first 
responders to those in need of medical equipment 
and have worked tirelessly to keep all items clean 
and safe. They are appreciated. 
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Our 150th anniversary celebration has been postponed.  
We plan to reschedule when the restrictions are lifted. 

 

“Text to Give” Option 
We can now receive gifts via text. Simply send a text 
message with the dollar amount to (620) 254-0770. If 
this is your first time giving this way, you will be 
asked to fill out a short form with your billing info. 
After the initial setup, giving is as easy as sending a 
text message. 

 

Online Giving 
A one-time or recurring donation to the church can 
be made by clicking on the following link 
http://winfieldfumc.org/giving and scrolling to the 
bottom of the page to click the “Give” button. Thank 
you for your generous donations that enable the 
many ministries of this congregation. 

 

Please Let us Know 
Thank you for letting the church office know if you 
move or change your phone number.  (If you go to 
just a cell phone, your name will not be listed in the 
phone book.).  If you move and we do not have your 
new address, the newsletter comes back and we 
have to pay for postage.  Thanks! 

 
Extending Thanks to . . . 

Bill & Debbie Bridges and Steve & Beth Wilke for 
delivering commodities in May. 
 
Ron Godsey for mowing the church lawn. 

 

Thank you 
Dear FUMC, 
     Thank you for your thoughtfulness in sending 
me the booklet series on dealing with grief. This 
was after the death of our 56 year old son due to 
cancer. Methodist pastors have been my saviors 
over time. 
   Gayle Buchele 

 

If you have given us a name to put on the Prayer List 
please give us frequent updates so we can keep 
current.  Thank you for all your prayers on behalf of 
those in our prayer concerns. 

 
Prayer Chain 

If you have concerns or joys for which you desire 
prayer, please email Carolyn Eastman, 
jce1936@gmail.com or the church, 
office@winfieldfumc.org. 

 
Happy Birthday, Taskers!! 

These two 
faithful 
members 
are 
celebrating 
90 years of 
full life! 
Jo Ann’s 
birthday was 
May 27, 
Gordon has 
his birthday 

on July 10. If you would like to send a birthday 
greeting card to the happy couple, please do so at: 
Gordon & JoAnn Tasker 
Cumbernauld Village 
716 Tweed, Apt. 105 
Winfield, KS 67156 
 

  

Prayer List    
Winfield First Family 

Elva Mae Boicourt Merrilee Morse Oscar Peterson-Veatch 
Bob Carter Susan Norton Jeanice Shimon 
Betty Gray Kathy Rowley Mandie Speegle 
Cindi Madrigal Angela Shear Karla Sultz 
Darrell Morse Dan Williams Tom Wallrabenstein 

Extended Family and Friends 

Valerie Aladieff Curstin Jenkins Marsha Spangler 
Steve Becker Jason Jenkins Larry Streck 
Carol Bragg Vanessa Matare Brantley Taylor 
Kim Estabrook Lynn Merritt Aaron Toney 
Peggy Everett Kara Moore Rick Ulbrich 
Marc Godfrey Lanna Roby Robin Van Allen 
Buddy Hendrix Helen Samms Laura Weidman 
Linda Sawyer Hicks  Mary Wilson 

Grief and Loss 
Friends and family of Urna O’Neil 

Camille Richert in the death of her mother 
Marilyn & Bob Carter in the death of their grandson 

World Concerns 
Everyone affected by the Coronavirus; military & first responders 
and their families; 2021 UMC General Conference, our nation as 

we deal with racism and its surrounding chaos.. 
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REOPENING FOR WORSHIP AT FUMC 

 
Greetings friends! We are planning to open the church sanctuary for worship on Sunday, July 12! 
There will be one worship service at 10:00 am. Our plans could change - depending on the COVID 
infection level in Cowley County. You will be notified if the reopening has to be rescheduled. 
Please understand that we are committed to the protection of vulnerable members and realize 
that not everyone will feel comfortable worshiping in person on July 12. That is one reason why 
our church also plans to continue online worship opportunities via Facebook and YouTube in the 
months ahead. Worship in the sanctuary will not look the same as it did in March. Here are a few 
things to expect on July 12: 
 

• The building will be sanitized prior to your arrival and after each service. Only the Sanctuary, 
first floor hallways, and first floor bathrooms will be open. 

• Entrance and exit doors will be propped open. Social distancing should be practiced even in 
the hallways. 

• The words to songs or hymns will be on the screen. Hymnbooks, attendance pads, and Bibles 
will be removed from the pews. 

• It will be recommended that worshipers wear a mask. We will have extras available in case you 
forget to bring one.  

• Social distancing of at least 6’ between family units will be practiced.  

• Services will be shorter (45 minutes). Children’s time will be addressed to the entire 
congregation and children will not come forward. 

• Offering plates will not be passed - but placed in the foyer. 

• The sacrament of Holy Communion will be temporarily suspended. 

• Nursery services will be suspended for the summer. 

• There will be no “coffee and fellowship time” before or after the service. You are invited to 
bring your own drink if you’d like. We ask people not to linger after worship. 

• Only one person at-a-time should use the communal bathrooms. Please wipe down the door 
handles and surfaces you touch with Clorox wipes which will be provided. 

• Most Sunday School classes will not meet inside the building this summer. [The Kum-N-E-Wa 
class, taught by Gordon Tasker, will meet at 9:00 am, in Fellowship Hall, beginning June 7] 

 
These guidelines seem overwhelming but need not stop us from delighting in the Lord! God is 
good! Let us enter his courts with praise and thanksgiving. And may we be patient and loving 
with one another as we practice our faith in pandemic times. We can do this! May First United 
Methodist Church be a safe sanctuary for all of us. It has been for nearly 150 years!!  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
June Series 

From the very tops of its 

mountains, to the deepest 

depths of its oceans, planet 

earth is pretty incredible — 

and none of it was created by 

mistake! On the very first 

page of the Bible, we see that 

our planet, galaxy, and 

universe were all created with 

love and care by the same God who loves and cares for 

each of us. In this five-week series through the story 

of creation, kids will discover that the Bible tells 

God’s story, that God created the whole world, that 

God created us in His image, that sin separates us 

from God, and that Jesus takes away our sin. 

 
Vacation Bible School 

Due to the outbreak of 

COVID-19 we have 

decided to move VBS to 

July 27-30th at Island Park 

from 6pm-8pm. We need 

volunteers to help make VBS happen! If you 

would like to volunteer please get with Jessica. 

We need station leader/co-leaders, security 

team, registration team, and pack leaders! You 

can find registration for kids & volunteers on 

our website.   
 

Helping our Youth Programs 
We are promoting a "Together" 
theme for our church as we 
continue to grow in our faith and 
seek to fellowship together in the 
future for our youth. If you would 
like a "Together" t-shirt, they are 
$15 and available to order by  

emailing Bill at bill@winfieldfumc.org  
or by calling Bill at (620)229-3844.  

 
High School Youth 

High School youth will meet on Sunday nights at 7 
pm and be outside for the summer as well 
beginning on June 7. We will kick off the summer 
with a cookout at Bill and Karen’s house on that 
Sunday and encouraging social distancing.  

 

Middle School Youth 
Our current plan is for our middle school youth to 
continue to meet on Wednesdays in the summer 
months outside to allow for social distancing. We 
will kick off the summer at Bill and Karen’s house 
on June 3 with a cookout.  

 

Summer Retreats 
Our summer retreats are on hold. We expect 
something might be possible in July but we are 
waiting to see if that is at all possible to do in a 
safe fashion.  

  

A Look at Our Loyalty 

 

 

  
 

 
May 17 

 
May 24 

 
May 31 

 
 

8:30 Worship      

10:45 Worship  No church services on-site  

Evening Worship  due to Coronavirus threat  

Total Worship      

Sunday School      

Offering  $15,566 $2,527 $4,917  

Needed Weekly    $12,050  

Youth 

News 



FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
PO BOX 270 
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Return Service Requested 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Drive-In Church with Kids 
Join us for Drive-In Church through the month 
of June! We’d love to have our families join us, 
and know that sitting in the car might be 
hard. Here are some fun tips that will help 
make this experience easier! 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Happy 90th to Richard Wilke! 

 
Dick Wilke will 
celebrate his 90th 
birthday on June 18. 
Dick has been living 
with his daughter 
Susan in 
Indianapolis during 
the quarantine, and 
has decided to stay 
with her.  
 
 

We are requesting a birthday card shower for Dick 
to let him know how much he is missed and loved.  
 
His address is: 
Bishop Richard Wilke 
7702 Candlewood Lane 
Indianapolis, IN  46250 
Phone: 317-537-2250 
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