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May 5, 2021 

THE HALLELUJAH BANQUET 

“Return to Your First Love” 
Eugene Peterson wrote a book about the seven churches in Revelation. John was a 

pastor to seven churches in the late first century. One day he was arrested by Roman 

soldiers and put into exile on the island Patmos. John’s letters to his seven 

congregations had the effect of revealing who they really were. 
 

To the Christians at Ephesus: “I have this against you, that you have abandoned the 

love you had at first. Remember then from what you have fallen, repent and do the 

works you did at first.” (Revelation 2:4-5). The Ephesian Christians were hard 

workers, merciful and compassionate, worshipped regularly, and their doctrine was 

sound. But under the light of Christ, they had abandoned their first love: intensity, 

passion, purpose. 
 

“Ephesus had the reputation of the love capital of the ancient world. The fertility love 

goddess, Artemis, had a great shrine in Ephesus. She was famous and impressive and 

popular. There was only one thing wrong: it wasn’t love; it was lust. It was the 

manipulation of appetite and the exploitation of bodies.” 
 

There are many false attractions and false understandings of love in our present 

world. Christlike love is countercultural and difficult. It is sacrificial and demands 

our total commitment. But love is still what Christ requires of us. The Christians in 

Ephesus quit on agape love (apparently). It was too much for them. It is too much for 

us these days. Yet the alternative to love is self-absorption, social cannibalism, and 

loss of community. In the teachings of Paul, unless we watch over one another in love, 

we are prone to “devour” each other. I am regularly alarmed by how we feel the need 

to qualify the word love. Love is unconditional. (or) Love is not a blank check to do 

anything you want. Then people are judged as loving or they are judged as unloving. 

Once that is decided, love becomes weaponized and people tacitly abandon their first 

love of God and neighbor.  
 

John asked the Church at Ephesus to examine themselves, repent, and return to their 

first love. Good advice for us, too: “…if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, 

but have not love, I am nothing…” (1 Corinthians 13). 
 

“Examine yourselves. Have you strayed from your first love of Christ and those early 

bursts of love for your neighbor? Are you truly loving your brothers and sisters? 

Remember, repent, and then do the works you did at first -- love.” 
 

Next church: SMYRNA 
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Happy Birthday to each 
of these special people: 
6/1      Clark Hill,  

Ned Mattingly,  
Jalaine Richardson,  
Gwen Tyler 

6/3     Kevin Boline,  
Jennifer Vaden 

6/5 Randi Hutto, Marilyn McNeish,  
Kim Tadtman, Julie Wilke 

6/6 Katy Arneson, Barbara Trecek 
6/7 Adrienne Ledy, Marcia Wheatcroft 
6/8 Kelli Osen 
6/9 Bart Dennett, Dennis Gerber,  

Everett Moore 
6/10 Debbie Pearce, Nancy Spengler 
6/11 Peyton Reynolds 
6/12 Craig Isom, Dana Jewers 
6/13 Noah Everett, Leah Velz, Sutton Wilson 
6/14 Jane Reeves, Trevor Richardson 
6/15 Tim Eastman, Sylvie Hutto,  

Zane Zakharov 
6/16 Barbara Ghan, Phyllis Hatfield,  

Reid Sutton 
6/17 JoAnn Parsons 
6/18 Sam Hicks, Lucinda Montgomery,  

Roger Storm, Dick Wilke 
6/19 Bo Camp 
6/20 Cale Lindenman 
6/21 Celestine Allen, Heidi Hill, Pat Howard, 
 Joe Hutto, Kayla Lapaille, Meganne Nihart 
6/22 Randy Finuf, Cory Gale,  

Gary McCutcheon, Christina Trollman 
6/23 Bob Clock, Jolene Eastman, Judy Nation, 
 Kristin Stewart, Michelle Zakharov 
6/24 Max Allison, Jessica Bates, David Clift, 
 Jean Dewell 
6/25 Marcus Adler, Sandra Bogle, Annie Kaufman, 

Craig King, Kate Wilke 
6/26 Meg Calvin, Jenna Richardson 
6/27 Clara Abernathy, Sam Butler,  

Grady Duncan, H.T. Hittle 
6/29 David Robert Allen 
6/30 Jeremy Miller 
 
 

The good things in life  

were made to enjoy.  

Enjoying a thing means 

sharing it with others. 

 

 

Want to help make a difference while you shop in the 
Amazon app, at no extra cost to you? Simply follow 
the instructions below to select "First United 
Methodist Church" as your charity and activate 
AmazonSmile in the app. They'll donate a portion of 
your eligible mobile app purchases to us.  
How it works:  
1. Open the Amazon app on your phone, select the 
main menu (=) & tap on "AmazonSmile" within 
Programs & Features 
2. Or simply enter AmazonSmile Charities List on 
your computer & enter your email 
3. Select "First United Methodist Church" as your 
charity  
4. Follow the on-screen instructions to activate 
AmazonSmile in the mobile app of your phone or on 
your home computer for future orders. 

 
Thank you from the 
Winfield Community 

Helping Hands 
Program!! 

 

 

Thank you, Erin!!!!  
A big thank you goes to Erin 
Hall for being our intern for 
the past four years. She 
graduated last December 
and has been leading 
worship and helping with our 
children and youth ministries 
all these years. We are 
excited for her summer 
internship with Pelican Ministries in Memphis, TN, 
and wish her the best as she determines what is next 
in her service to God and her neighbor.  

 

 

Daytime Women's Bible Study for Summer 
Pastor Rachelle will be hosting a daytime Bible Study 
at her home this summer on Tuesdays from  
10:30 am until noon. The group will be reading  
The Good and Beautiful God by James Brian Smith 
starting June 1. Childcare is available upon request. 
Space is limited, so call the church office: 221-2700, 
or email Rachelle: Rachellers99@gmail.com to 
register. 
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Dear Friends of First United Methodist Church, 
Thank you so much for your generous contribution to 
Elevate Cowley County! We extend our sincere 
gratitude for your continued support of Elevate –it is 
what sustains us and allows us to live out our 
mission, and it truly makes all of the difference! 
Thank you again for your kindness. We will put your 
donation to good use as we work with individuals & 
families in poverty to help them overcome obstacles 
and work towards a stable future!  

Sincerely, 
    Lindy Merritt, Director, Elevate 

 
My family and I would like to thank each of you for 
your expressions of love and caring in the sudden 
passing of my dear husband Ronald. Your kindness 
is appreciated. 

Blessings to each of you, 
Carolyn Eastman 

 

 
 

If you have given us 
a name to put on the 
Prayer List please 
give us frequent 
updates so we can 
keep current. 
Thank you for  
all your prayers 
on behalf of those in 
our prayer concerns. 

 
 

_________________________________ 
To members of First Church –  
I want to express my appreciation for the concerns, 
prayers and cards sent my way after falling in 
January. I am much better, just need more time to 
heal. 

Fondly, 
  Joy Lewis 

 
My sister, Linda Hicks, passed away last Friday. You 
are appreciated for continuing to pray for Linda, 
especially after the return of her cancer after 20 
years’ remission. We can praise God that Linda’s 
suffering is finally over and she is resting in our 
Loving God’s arms and has found His Peace. 

Dee Ledy 
 
Dear Church family, 
Thank you for all your good greetings by mail and 
phone after my surgery. We are doing well and 
appreciate your care. Your offerings of food have 
been delightful. 

Thank you, 
Larry & Kathryn Schuster 

 

 A Look at Our Loyalty  

  April 11 
 

April 18 April 25 May 2 

Offering  $3,403 $11,315 $4,866       $6,884 

Needed Weekly        $11,666 

      
Prayer List 

Winfield First Family 

Colleen Andreas Rex Finley Jeanice Shimon 
Eric Andreas Betty Harris Katie Shimon 
Sue Beeson Cindi Madrigal Cole Staubs 
 Anne Rising  

Extended Family and Friends 
Valerie Aladieff Leah Hess Melvin Ruggles 
Bill Cropek Piper Leigh Brantley Taylor 
Jerry Graham Cam Moore Aaron Toney 
Darlene Green Kara Moore Damisha Truitt 
 Robert Ramirez  

World Concerns 
Those affected by the Coronavirus; military & first responders 

and their families; remote & in-person learners, educators, 
parents & administrators; people who are unemployed; 

victims of violence; peace across the nation. 



 

 
 

  
 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
NOTICE OF POSITION OPENING 

 

Winfield First United Methodist Church would 
like to announce a 3/4-time position opening 
for Director of Children’s Ministry.  
 

Please send a resume and  
two references to:  
 

Rev. David Brian Smith,  
First United Methodist Church, Tenth & 
Millington,  
PO Box 270 
Winfield, KS 67156 
 

or: dave@winfieldfumc.org.  
 

Resumes must be received by  
May 10, 2021. 
 

Job descriptions are available by request 
from the church office. 
Call 221.2700  
or request from Nancy: 
nancy@winfieldfumc.org. 
 
 

A few important 
developments for 
our Sunday Night 
Worship! Justin 
Williams ( pictured 
to the left) has 
begun the position 
of Worship Leader 
for Sunday nights. 
 
 

Also, Sunday Night 
Worship is held in 
Memorial Park at 
our regular time - 
5:30pm. Please 
bring chairs or a 
picnic blanket and 
join us for worship. 

Peace+, Rachelle 
 

 

 
Middle School 

Middle school youth group will continue to meet 
on Wednesdays through May 12 in Fellowship 
Hall and the Courtyard from 6:30-7:30 pm. Our 
summer kickoff will be Wednesday, June 2, from 
7-8:30 pm at the Podschun’ house 802 E. 5th. 

 
High School 

High School youth group will meet on Sunday 
nights from 7-8 pm in Fellowship Hall through 
May 16. Our high school kickoff will be Thursday, 
June 3, from 7-8:30 at the Podschun’ house,  
802 E. 5th.  

 
Camp Horizon Day Outings 

We will have some day outings to Camp Horizon 
for youth this summer on June 23 and July 21. It 
will be great to be able to be back at the camp for 
some activities.  

 
High School Senior Trip to LA 

We are taking a High School Senior trip to LA 
and the Grand Canyon June 29-July 6. Talk to 
Bill right away if you are interested.  

 
Katy Trail Retreat 

Youth going into high school next fall are invited 
to bike the Katy Trail and retreat with us in Saint 
Louis July 8-12. We will be riding on the bike trail 
and enjoying the outdoors as we get away for the 
week. Get a $50 deposit to Bill if you are 
interested in attending.  

 
Royals Game for Youth 

We have a youth outing to the Royals game 
planned for Wednesday June 16 for middle and 
high school youth. Talk to Bill if you are 
interested in going. There will be limited tickets 
available.   

 

Youth 
News 
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Soroptimists’ Gift to Tuesdays Table 

Recently, the Soroptimists of Winfield donated a 
much-needed food processor to the Tuesday’s 
Table Ministry. Did you know that the 
Soroptimists also organize, prepare food, and 
serve six Tuesday’s Table meals each year? 
Double thanks to them for helping in many ways! 

 
Pictured with the new food processor are 

Susan Dean, Linda Bredehoft, and Julie Utt.  
Linda and Julie are members of the “Third Week Team.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
An Anniversary Surprise 

Yes, because of the pandemic we have 
postponed celebrating the 150th anniversary of 
our church. But…we had a very special surprise 
delivered to the church library on the morning of 
April 28. Walt Nichols made a stained glass work 
of art that is now hanging in a window of the 
library. The poster outside the door to the library 
tells the story of the process. Next time you come 
by the church, please come share our joy in 
seeing this magnificent tribute to our history! 
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