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Who is The Light of the World? 
 
Doug Pagitt writes, “We call Jesus the Light of the World, and He says the same 
about us.” First, for Jesus to proclaim himself “the light of the world” was a heresy 
of a serious nature. The metaphor of “light” was used to describe the first five 
books of the Bible, the Torah. Torah was known as the light that shows the way of 
life. Jesus is telling his listeners that the light of God that shows a person the way 
of life is me! That helped get Jesus in some deep trouble with the religious 
leaders. 
 
Pagitt continues by explaining that Jesus stepped it up by teaching people on the 
side of a hill in Galilee that they were the light of the world too. In other words, 
when people see our lives they will connect it to God. It’s our responsibility to 
reveal God to others. We are called to shine!! 
 
When I attended seminary years ago, my wife told me we needed to get away and 
do something exciting! We decided to go to Mammoth Cave National Park. 
Mammoth Cave is the world’s longest cave system with more than 400 miles of 
passageways. During our tour the guide said, “You have no idea how dark it is in 
here when we turn off the lights.” He then turned off the lights. It was so dark that I 
could not see anything (and I mean anything). The darkness seemed 
overwhelming without the light. I struggled with my breathing. Fortunately, the 
lights came on after a minute or two. 
 
Set my experience alongside of the Gospel of John 1:5:  
 

“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.”  
 
Darkness wins if we fail to be the light of the world. Jesus knew that. What is the 
state of your light right now? Have you traded your light for the darkness of 
cynicism, selfishness, despair, bad manners, and plain-old-sin? Each of us have a 
particular light to share. For God’s sake, share it! Jesus told his disciples, “Let your 
light shine.” The light of Christ gives life to everyone. If we fail to be the light of the 
world, then our world becomes darker than Mammoth Cave…when they turn off 
the lights…. 
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Happy Birthday to each 
of these special people: 
 
3/1 Kamy Hopper,  

         Carley Lewis,  

         Bob McGregor 

3/2 Jayna Bertholf,  

         Ray Dewell,  

         Rachelle Speer 

3/3 Kaden Lattimore, Gail Sawyer,  

Russell Wallrabenstein 

3/4 Linda Byerley, Jim Davis 

3/5 Linda Vasey, Monte Wyckoff 

3/6 Braxton Bradbury, Jay Buffum, Brenda Lloyd, 

Mary Carol Spears, Chris Wilson 

3/7 Mary Butler, Merrill Gordon, Allison Homan, 

 Cory Lindenman, Cooper Sumpter 

3/9 Elias Miller 

3/10 Anders Danielsen, Chris Madrigal,  

Brandon Wampler 

3/11 Clint Bradbury, Melissa McCaslin 

3/12 Jane Bosie, Brittany Donals 

3/13 Sarah Boline, Janene Lattimore, Roger Moore 

3/14 Nick Hofmeister, Marj Webb 

3/15 Bill Bridges 

3/16 Kelle Hutto, Helene Lynn 

3/17 Clark Kingsbury, Zach McCaslin, Mark O’Neil 

3/18 Graham Donals, Adam Eastman, Cindy Pray 

3/19 Eric Andreas, Abby Bertholf, Adam Everett 

3/20 Jean Hein, Michael Lapaille 

3/21 Larry Flick, Kaitlin Shimon, Mandie Speegle 

3/22 Brian Horner, Kristin Humphreys 

3/23 Sarah Miller, Jack Speer 

3/24 Lee June, Kale Madrigal, Brett Stone 

3/25 Kyra Cornejo 

3/26 David Lashier, Josh White 

3/27 Braylon Homan, Kyan Mattingly,  

Trish Wagner 

3/28 Nate Adler, Hudson Trecek 

3/29 Mary Brummett 

3/30 Sydney Fox, Ross Hicks, Don Lawing 

3/31 Kody Brenn 

 
 
 
 

GREETINGS FROM PASTOR DAVE! 
How are you doing? I pray that God is blessing 
you with the grace you need to survive these 
days. God is good! We want to be back to in-
person worship one of these days. Wow! Do I 
ever miss our fellowship in the Lord! Each week 
we monitor the status of COVID in Cowley 
County and we monitor the wisdom of our 
Bishop. The public landscape is not safe yet for 
us to resume meeting in the sanctuary. As 
vaccines become available and widespread, we 
will come closer to mass gatherings, such as 
church. Please pray for our ministry staff - as we 
uphold you in prayer, too. Our Sunday Night 
Worship has begun to meet in-person again but 
the numbers are within a safe range and 
practice. Whatever happens, we hope to return 
to Memorial Park when nice weather returns. 
You have told us that you enjoyed worshiping in 
that setting. Hang in there! God will help us grow 
through…what we go through. My phone number 
is 316-350-4131 if you want to chat or need 
prayer and support. Lots of Love! Dave  

 
A Note of Thanks 

Thanks for the nice cards sent to me. I really 
appreciate it. God and everyone was looking after me 
and my surgery was very successful. I am back 
home and doing fine. You are a great group. 
 

Melvin Hubbell 
 
 
~#~#~#~#~#~#~#~#~#~#~#~#~#~#~#~#~#~#~#~#~ 
 
 

God is never in a 

hurry, but He’s 

always on time. 
 
 
~#~#~#~#~#~#~#~#~#~#~#~#~#~#~#~#~#~#~#~#~ 
 

 



 

 
 

 

If you have given us a name to put on the Prayer List please give 
us frequent updates so we can keep current. 

Thank you for all your prayers  
on behalf of those in our prayer concerns. 

__________________________________________ 

 
God is our merciful Father and the source of all 

comfort. He comforts us in all our troubles so that we 
can comfort others. When they are troubled, we will 

be able to give them the same comfort God has 
given us… We are confident that as you share in our 

sufferings, you will also share in the comfort God 
gives us… we stopped relying on ourselves and 

learned to rely only on God... He did rescue us from 
mortal danger, and he will rescue us again. We have 
placed our confidence in Him, and He will continue to 
rescue us. And you are helping us by praying for us. 
Then many people will give thanks because God has 
graciously answered so many prayers for our safety.  

 
2 Corinthians 1:3-11 

 
 

 
“God Knows”  

 
by Minnie Louise Haskins (1875-1957)  

 
And I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year:  
“Give me a light  
That I may tread safely into the unknown.”  
And he replied:  
“Go out into the darkness and put your hand  
Into the Hand of God.  
That shall be to you better than light  
And safer than a known way.”  
So I went forth, and finding the Hand of God, 
Trod gladly into the night.  
And He led me towards the hills  
And the breaking of day in the lone East.  
 
So heart be still:  
What need our little life  
Our human life to know, 
If God hath comprehension? 
In all the dizzy strife  
Of things both high and low,  
God hideth His intention.  
 
God knows. His will Is best.  
The stretch of years  
Which wind ahead, so dim  
To our imperfect vision,  
Are clear to God.  
Our fears  
Are premature;  
In Him,  
All time hath full provision.  
 
Then rest: until God moves to lift the veil  
From our impatient eyes,  
When, as the sweeter features  
Of Life’s stern face we hail,  
Fair beyond all surmise  
God’s thought around His creatures  
Our mind shall fill. 

 
 

 A Look at Our Loyalty  

  January 17 
 

January 24 January 31 February 7 

Offering  $5,350 $4,141 $2,790 $12,846 

Needed Weekly        $11,570 

Prayer List 

Winfield First Family 

Max Allison Joy Lewis Ray Nichols 
Rosemary Almassy Cindi Madrigal Allan Norton 
Cheryl Kennedy Ruth Martin Susan Norton 
Maria Kerr Merrilee Morse Pat Swope 

Extended Family and Friends 

Valerie Aladieff Curstin Jenkins Kara Moore 
Richard Brock Jason Jenkins Lisa Moore 
Bill Cropek Piper Leigh Marsha Spangler 
Marc Godfrey Marcia Linder Brantley Taylor 
Darlene Green Vanessa Matare Damisha Truitt 
Leah Hess Cam Moore Aaron Toney 
Linda Sawyer Hicks Justin Moore Elsie Grace West 

Grief & Loss  
Friends and family of Ray Nichols 
Friends and family of Lois Vasey 

Family and friends of Helen Padden 
Melvin Hubbell in the death of his brother 

World Concerns 
Those affected by the Coronavirus; military & first responders and 

their families; remote & in-person learners, educators, parents 
& administrators; people who are unemployed; our nation’s 

leaders & citizens. 



 

FREE resource for Cowley County 
parents and caregivers! 

 
The USD 470 Early Literacy Initiative purchased a 
one-year Cowley County community license to 
Ready Rosie, an educational tool that models age-
appropriate learning activities for parents/caregivers 
in 1-2 minute videos.  The videos can be filtered by 
age, birth through third grade, with most of the 
content focusing on ages birth-5.  
 
The videos are available in both English and 
Spanish, are made with real families and cover topics 
in Math, Reading and Social-Emotional skills.  I've 
tested them out as both an educator and as a parent, 
and the activities are really fun and can be played in 
the car, with a deck of cards, while reading a book, 
while sorting groceries, etc...you get the idea.  You 
are probably familiar with lots of them. 
 
Cowley residents use their zip code to register at: 
readyrosie.com/register.  You could register yourself 
and take a quick look at the video library to see 
what I'm talking about.  Anyone who helps to care for 
kids - parents, grandparents, childcare providers, 
community programs - can promote this resource for 
free for the 2021 year (we'll evaluate its use to see if 
we renew it in 2022). 
 
I am attaching some materials that I have 
available.  If you have a way to hand anything out or 
to hang posters (they are laminated), let me know 
how many you'd want, and I can get them to you. (I 
also have all materials available in Spanish if you 
would like.)  Feel free to contact me with any 
questions! 
 
Lindsay Wilke, M.Ed.  
Early Literacy Coordinator 
USD 470 - Arkansas City, KS 
www.usd470.com/earlyliteracy 
620.660.9062 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RR-Cowley-Bookma

rk (1).pdf
   

Ready Rosie 

11x17.pdf
 

Amazon Smile Donations 
 
Seems like there are more and more Amazon boxes 
arriving on people’s front porches these days. 
Grocery items, household needs, construction 
supplies, toys to occupy the children while mom and 
dad are working from home…. The list is endless of 
how mail-delivery options have been able to be a 
help during the pandemic.  
 
One of our members called to make sure that we let 
our readers know about the donations that Amazon 
Smile will make on behalf of Winfield First United 
Methodist Church. If you already order from Amazon, 
the set-up for an account is something you will be 
able to do without much effort, and it can mean a 
difference to the Helping Hands funds of our church. 
The step-by-step procedure is below. After the 
program is set up, 0.5% of your purchases of 
selected items goes to Nancy so she can add that to 
the Helping Hands funds, and this is at NO COST TO 
YOU. It is a feature that Amazon’s company has 
made a commitment to – to honor the request of their 
customers to give to a charity of THEIR choice. So 
this choice is yours. And thank you in advance if you 
decide to give a little extra. Everything is appreciated. 
 

 Go to smile.amazon.com. 

 Set up your account with a password. 

 When heading shows: “Hello, (your name)”, 
drop down to “Your Accounts” box at the 
bottom of the page. 

 Open “Other Programs” box, select the first 
listed option of “Change your Amazon Smile 
Charity.”  

 List “Winfield First United Methodist Church 
Methodist Church as your charity. Page will 
show “First United Methodist Church, 
Winfield, KS”. Press SELECT. 

 Start shopping!! 0.5% of the price of your 
products (on selected items) will go to our 
church, at NO cost to you!  

 NOTE: ++Each time you want the charitable 
donation policy to be activated, you must log 
into smile.amazon.com to shop. ++ 

 THANK YOU!! (A total of about $339 has 
been donated by some thoughtful members, 
and it is greatly appreciated!) 

  

http://readyrosie.com/register
http://www.usd470.com/earlyliteracy


 

 

                                                                                                                                                       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Middle School Youth 
Middle school youth group will continue to 

meet during the winter in the Fellowship Hall 

from 6:30-7:30 pm. We will be talking about 

being created in the Image of God. We plan 

to move back outside as soon as the weather 

gets better.  

 

High School Youth 
High School youth group will meet  

on Sunday nights from 7-8 pm  

in Fellowship Hall.  

We will be studying  

the image of God  

for the next couple of weeks. 

 

Youth Praise Team 
Youth Praise Team will be leading in  

Sunday morning virtual worship on  

Sunday, Feb. 28.  

If you are interested in being in the group  

we will practice on Sunday nights  

at 6:15 in Fellowship Hall  

beginning Feb. 14. 

 

Welcome our Spring Semester Interns: 

Josh Day & Erin Hall 
 

Josh Day will begin this 

semester as one of our 

student interns from 

Southwestern College. 

Josh is a freshman at 

SC. He will be involved in 

our youth ministry and 

assisting with some of 

our technology ministry. 

We are very excited to 

have him join our team.  

It is exciting as well to have Erin Hall 

continue as a youth, children’s and worship 

ministry intern this semester.  

Youth 
News 

We’re BACK!! We will be meeting in 
person for our Children’s 
programming. Kids’ Club/Tweens 
continue to use the courtyard for 
entering the building. We will 
continue to meet in small groups in 
the upstairs classrooms, masks must 
be worn by children & volunteers. 
As a reminder do not come to 
KC/Tweens if you are feeling sick, if 
you are showing symptoms of 
COVID, or if someone in your house 
is in quarantine or sick with COVID.  
We are so happy to be back!  
 

We are always teaching our kids that 
we need to love God and love one 
another, but often times neglect to give 
them tangible ways to do so. In this 
series, we are going to examine a few of 
Jesus’ teachings in depth and discover 
practical ways we can demonstrate our 
love for God, family, friends, and 
enemies, too! Our hope is that by the 
end of this series, every kid will be able 
to say, because God loves everyone, I 
can show God’s love by being kind, I can 
show God’s love even when it’s 
hard, and that ultimately, love is the 
best choice! 
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Tuesday’s Table would appreciate 
donations of canned corn and green 
beans during the month of February.  

Any size will be of great 
help.  
Please bring to the 
church during the 
business hours of  
8-5, Monday through 
Thursday, and 8-noon 
on Friday.  
Enter the east door 

(across from the Post Office), ring the doorbell to 
the left of the entrance, and someone will meet 
you to get the donations into the kitchen.  
 
PS: The Tuesday’s Table staff is SO GRATEFUL 
for the donations that have been brought in 
during the month of January. You folks, & you 
know who you are, are AWESOME!! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scholarship applications are now being accepted 
for the 2021-22 school year. 

 You may pick up a paper application from 
the church office and complete it. 

 A Word form of the application can be 
requested from the office at 
Nancy@winfieldfumc.org. 

 There is a form that can be filled out online 
on the Scholarship page of our website at 
www.winfieldfumc.org. Click on 
Scholarships from the Home page.  

Please take special note of the guidelines at the 
beginning of the application. The deadline for 
applications to be received in the church office is 
Monday, Mar. 1, 2021, at 5:00 pm, and no 
applications will be accepted after that time. 
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