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IS THE CHURCH A SOLID OR A LIQUID?
Believer or non-believer, we all live in the world. As Christ’s holy church we
often critique the world and its ways. But more often we mimic its ways and
values. The church can be selfish, tribal, profane, and unloving with the best
of them. Jim Belcher has written a book, Deep Church, that offers some
good conversation about the role of the church in the world.
For instance, he makes the point that the church is not only called to critique
culture but to create culture. We are people who need to be busy, “creating
and renewing culture for the glory of God.” We are people who have been
radically transformed by the grace of God. We go to engage the world with
our new hearts, minds, and faith. Clearly, we want to model a radical,
alternative way of life. But we also want to engage our community and invite
them into a transformative relationship with God and each other; we want to
offer radical hospitality to those who feel like strangers; we want to translate
“Jesus” to a world that no longer recognizes our truth, our language, or the
authority of our sacred writings.
But here is some “good news.” We are still stewards of the greatest story
ever told - the story of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ! The
church has some choices about what form we will take. Belcher speaks of
the institutional and the organic church (solid and liquid.) As the alternative
community (created by God’s grace and transforming power) we are
institutional. The Word is preached, the sacraments are administered,
members are discipled, community flourishes, and Christ is celebrated. But
we are also an organic movement that “radiates beams of faith’s light into
the world around us.” In other words, we are more than “religious
cushions.” We are those who bring salt and light to the world in the name
and power of Jesus the Christ. We are set apart (true) but we create culture
as we engage our world and become agents of transformation.
The church is both solid and liquid. In recent decades we have
overemphasized our institutional identity over our organic identity: increase
attendance, give, build, and survive. What happened to “Is it well with your
soul?” In a soul-sick world, we need to offer a solid alternative community in
Christ and we need to learn how to love and speak “Jesus Life” in the
language of those who are strangers to our ways. May the Holy Spirit keep
us both solid and liquid!

Prayer List

Happy Birthday
to each
of these
special people:

12/1
12/2
12/3
12/5
12/6
12/7
12/8
12/9
12/10
12/11
12/12
12/13
12/16
12/17
12/18
12/19
12/20
12/22
12/23
12/24
12/25
12/26
12/27
12/29
12/30
12/31

Jameson Donals, Greg McPherson,
Lenora Nation, Bruce Russell
R J Reed, Jax Schmidt
Rydon Carrasco, Kelsey Henson,
Maddox Madrigal
Janeanne Fry, Karen Johnson, Sarah Stone,
Harper Whetstone
Aiden Busch-Riddle, Shanell Isom,
Steve Wilke
Joseph Abdi, James Doyle, Bill June,
Merlyn Logsdon
Pat White
Doloris Godsey, April Madrigal, Sadie Revell,
Madeline Stanton
Beth Lindenman, Chris Tyler, Jacob Pugmire
Mari Wallrabenstein
Dan Williams
Denver Arneson, Patrick Trollman
Robert Lattimore, Nancy McGregor
Sam Bertholf, Dylan Durbin,
Elizabeth Vaughan
Bailey Heronemus, Molly McCoy,
Audrina Schmidt
Mary Ann Beer, Wanda Hada, Reese Isom
Betty Martin, Justin McPherson, Kate Stanton
Rosemary Almassy, Lisa Buffum,
Lynn Gerber, Camdon Trecek
Becky Brock, Christopher Norton
Phyllis Bigler
Joy Branscum, Luna Marler, Carla Tuttle,
Larry White
Jeff Bradbury, Kirk Branscum
Edwin Speegle, Nikki Thiel
Sam Camp, Autumn Mugler, Sherry Pugmire,
Emma Wilke, Maddie Wilke
Brylee Satterlee, Stan Sawyer
Amber Benavides, Teresa Bradbury,
Jordan Pond

Winfield First Family
Colleen Andreas
Rex Finley
Larry Schuster
Jean Dewell
Marguerite Kingsbury
Ramon James Tapia
Anne Rising
Extended Family and Friends
Valerie Aladieff
Teresa Higdon
Jeremy Mount
Bryan Apperson
Benny Hockersmith
Jesse Ramirez
Helen Apperson
Kena Jackson
Marsha Spangler
Richard Clock
Piper Leigh
Brantley Taylor
Kevin Coon
Cam Moore
Aaron Toney
Bill Cropek
Kara Moore
Andrea Toney
Darlene Green
Dorothy Morain
Doug Tucker
Grief & Loss
Marguerite Kingsbury in the death of her brother
Gordon & Kathy Rowley in the death of Kevin Coon
World Concerns
Those affected by the Coronavirus & variants; military & first
responders and their families; peace across the world; recovery
from weather-related disasters.
Thank you for all your prayers
on behalf of those in our prayer concerns.
If you have given us a name to put on the Prayer List
please give us frequent updates so we can keep current.

ANNA RUTH CIRCLE OF FRIENDS
Anna Ruth Circle of Winfield First United Methodist
Church has made a decision to become a fellowship
rather than a part of the UMW Conference. They are
now going to be known as the Anna Ruth Circle of
Friends. They will continue meeting on the third
Thursday of each month at 9:30 am in the Robinson
Room. The focus will be on fellowship and local
missions. They have given $200 to Winfield
Community Helping Hands Ministry, and $11,680.76
to Cowley County House of Hope - two of our
Church's outreach programs.
The members of Anna Ruth Circle of Friends would
like to encourage women seeking fellowship in their
lives to join their meetings! The next meeting will be
November 18 at 9:30 am in the Robinson Room.

OPPORTUNITY TO SUPPORT
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY WORKERS
www.mealtrain.com/trains/zv0o4d
The building crew is working hard on the 29th Winfield
Habitat home!! As community members, let’s rally to
support them by providing light refreshments
throughout the year to help keep them fueled!

For more information please visit cowleyhoh.org or
on Facebook. They can also be reached at
cowleyhouseofhope@gmail.com. Donations can be
made electronically at www.cowleyhoh.org or mailed
to the House of Hope at P.O. Box 311, Winfield, KS
67156.

COWLEY COUNTY HOUSE OF HOPE
Around fifty people from across Cowley County
raised money and awareness for homelessness on
Saturday, November 6, by building cardboard
shelters at Island Park. The Boxed In Event,
sponsored by Cowley House of Hope, raised over
$14,000 towards establishing a permanent shelter for
the homeless in Cowley County.
While the event was meant to be lighthearted, the
underlying cause is serious. The volunteers at
Cowley House of Hope are answering calls and
arranging shelter for individuals across the area
nearly every day. Without a shelter in place all funds
raised are used to shelter the homeless in hotel
rooms during particularly inclement weather.
“Homelessness isn’t highly visible in Cowley so it’s
taken some time to educate the public on the
subject,” said Todd DeMint who serves as the
treasurer for Cowley County House of Hope.
“Fortunately we don’t have a large number of
panhandlers on street corners in our communities,
but homelessness exists.”
By tracking the phone calls and working with other
service agencies across Cowley County, the House
of Hope estimates there are approximately 150 to
200 homeless individuals in the area. Exacerbating
the problem is the number of unseen homeless such
as “couch-surfers” or individuals who are moving
from one location to another, always one step from
no shelter at all, until they run out of steps.
Winfield FUMC Youth (shown in the photo above)
were among the builders, as well as our own Anna
Ruth Circle of Friends (see article above), and
members Taylor & Tara Duncan with their three
children. The creativity and dedication to helping
educate the community of this need were
outstanding!!

Advent Bible Study
Lisa and Brian Buffum will be leading a weekly
Advent study, The Christian New Year by JD Walt, at
7 pm on Thursday nights. This study will begin
Thursday, December 2, and will meet in Room
200. Books for this study are $15. Childcare can be
provided if noted at the time of registration. Please
sign-up in the church office or at the Welcome Center
outside the sanctuary.

Cowley County Foster Care Angel Tree
This is the fifth year that our church is helping provide
Christmas to local children in foster care. An Angel
Tree is located in the vestibule outside of the
Sanctuary with ornament shaped name tags. Each
tag contains the name of a child in foster care in
Cowley County, their age, gender, clothing size, and
3 wish list items. If you are able to provide gifts for a
child in foster care, please take a tag from the tree
and return the tag with your unwrapped gifts in the
bag provided to the church office no later than
December 13th at 5:00 pm. Thank you for your
generosity!

WINFIELD FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
BELL RINGING DAY IS SATURDAY, 12.11
ONE-HOUR SHIFTS FROM 10AM UNTIL 6PM
3 LOCATIONS: 2 @ WALMART, 1@ DILLONS
You may sign up at the church, call the church to have the office put you on the sign-up sheet,
or contact Mark Olney by phone: 620-222-5988, or by email: Markaolney@gmail.com.
Shifts are available on a first-come, first-served basis.
Thank you for considering this opportunity to have fun and make a difference for those in need in your community.
About The Salvation Army
The Salvation Army annually helps nearly 23 million Americans overcome poverty, addiction and economic hardships through
a range of social services. By providing food for the hungry, emergency relief for disaster survivors, rehabilitation for those
suffering from drug and alcohol abuse, and clothing and shelter for people in need, The Salvation Army is doing the most
good at 7,600 centers of operation around the country. In the first-ever listing of “America’s Favorite Charities” by The
Chronicle of Philanthropy, The Salvation Army ranked as the country’s largest privately funded, direct-service nonprofit. For
more information about the Kansas and Western Missouri Division, visit SalArmyMoKan.org. Follow us on Twitter:
@SalArmyMoKan and #DoingTheMostGood.

Come Home for Christmas!
At First United Methodist Church - Winfield
November 21 – Hanging of the Greens (immediately after 10:45 worship)
November 28 – First Sunday of Advent
December 5 – City-wide Service of Grief, Hope, and the Holidays (2 pm)
Courtyard or Fellowship Hall, depending on weather
December 11 – FUMC Bell Ringers Day for Salvation Army (10am-6pm)
(See article on facing page.)
December 12 – Christmas at The Barns – music & soup (4 pm)
Fundraiser for Youth Retreats
Carriage Rides at 3:30 pm
December 19 – Choir featured in Morning Worship Services (8:30 & 10:45 am)
Christmas on the Organ – Chance Alquest (2 pm)
December 24 – Christmas Eve Services (5, 7 & 11 pm)
December 26 – Christmas Sunday Worship – one Service (10:30 am)
9:40 Sunday School Classes
January 2 – Epiphany Sunday Worship – one Service (10:30 am)
9:40 Sunday School Classes

FUMC Poinsettias
If you would like to purchase a poinsettia in honor or memory of a loved one, please detach and return
this order slip to the church office by December 1. Please make the checks payable to: Winfield FUMC.
All poinsettias are $15.

Poinsettia(s) provided by: ___________________________________________________________
In Honor/Memory (please circle one) of:______________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
All poinsettias may be removed from the sanctuary following the Sunday, December 26th services.
Any remaining plants will be delivered to our homebound members.

A Look at Our Loyalty
October 17
Offering
Needed Weekly
Needed as of 10/31
Received as of 10/31

$5,470

October 24
$6,003

Youth
News
Youth Outing to Intrust Arena
We have tickets to go see WSU play K-State at
Intrust Arena in Wichita on Dec. 5! If you would like to
go, please talk with Bill. Cost for your ticket is $35.

Confirmation Class
Confirmation meets weekly at 9:40 in Room 208 with
Karen Podschun and Cheryl Rude.

Middle School
Middle School youth are meeting from 6-7:15 pm at
the church on Wednesday nights.

High School
High School youth are meeting on Wednesday nights
from 7:15-8:30 pm at the church with some outings
on Sundays for youth that can’t make it on a week
night.

Hanging of the
Greens
Please join us this
Sunday, November21 as
we decorate the church
for Advent and
Christmas. Following the
second morning service,
around 11:45 am, we will
hang garland and
wreaths, set up our
beautiful Chrismon tree, and deck the halls for about
an hour. All are welcome to help!

October 31
$8,590

November 7
$8,654

November 14
$5,354
$11,666
$505,526
$439,876

Ways You Can Give to First UMC
1) You can give a gift of cash or check to the
church any time.
2) You can make a one-time or recurring
donation through our website,
www.winfieldfumc.org. (This does generate
some fees paid by the church.)
3) You can use the on-line bill pay through your
bank to make a one-time or recurring
donation. (There are no fees associated with
this).
4) If you are 70 ½ years old or older and have a
Traditional IRA, you can give directly to the
church through a Qualified Charitable
Distribution (QCD). This allows you to avoid
tax and possibly fulfill the Required Minimum
Distribution (RMD).
5) Giving appreciated stock is another way to
support our church’s ministry. Stocks and
mutual funds can be given to the church to
sell. You avoid capital gains on gifted stock
and proceeds from the sale will benefit the
church.
6) Farmers wanting to take advantage of grain
donations can donate grain directly to the
church.
If you have questions about any of these methods,
please contact Nancy in the church office.
CHRISTMAS CONCERT

Sunday, December 12
The Barns @ Timber
Creek
4 pm
Concert & Soup Supper
It will be a beautiful night of carols and special music
by Martin Rude and friends. An offering will be
received for the Youth Retreats of our church.
Please call Bill with your reservation so that there is
plenty of soup for all.
**Come at 3:30 for a special treat of carriage rides!**
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COMPANIONS IN GRIEF
Harry Hynes Hospice is sponsoring a group for
sharing the extremely challenging weight of the
grief of losing a loved one. There is a group
called Companions in Grief that will meet in
Robinson Room from 6-7:30 on the second
Thursday of the month. The next meeting will be
December 9. If you are interested, please call
David Benavides at Harry Hynes Hospice:
620.218.3715.

SOROPTIMIST THANKSGIVING DINNER
The Soroptimists International of Winfield are
graciously serving Thanksgiving Dinner to the
Winfield area on Thursday, November 25 at
noon. Social time begins at 11:30 am.
144 guests will be seated in Fellowship Hall. Any
requests over that number will be put on a carryout list.
If you are interested in being a part of this meal,
call Sheryl Clower at 620-222-8221 or Donna
Thompson at 620-262-1859 for your reservation.

