
   

The Tower 
First United Methodist Church 

Tenth & Millington P.O. Box 270 Winfield KS 67156 

(620) 221-2700  (620) 221-2760 FAX  office@winfieldfumc.org  www.winfieldfumc.org 
 

 

Ministers by baptism  
Every Christian  
 

Senior Pastor by ordination  
Rev. David Brian Smith  
 
Executive Pastor 
Pastor Beth Wilke 
 
Associate Pastor 
Pastor Rachelle Speer 
 
Associate in Youth  
Ministry, Education 
and Technology 

Bill Podschun  
 
Assistant Minister and 
Children’s Director  
Jessica Bates 
 
Office Administrator  
Nancy Finley 
 
Administrative Assistant 
Madeline Norland 
 
Director of Maintenance 
& Property 
Randy Vanderpool   
 
Music Director 
Julie Woodring   
 
Organist 
Chance Alquest 
 
Nursery Director 
Mandie Speegle 
 
 
Sunday School 9:45 am 
Worship: 8:30 & 10:45 am, 
              5:30 pm 

 

January 15, 2020 
 

 

20/20 VISION 
 

The new year has begun and I embrace it...how about you? First, we 
concluded the 2019 year with a strong finish on the budget! Thanks for the 
grace of God; thanks for the amazing congregation known as First United 
Methodist Church; thanks to the Finance Team; and thanks for the 
sacrifices of the ministry teams. WAY TO GO! YES! So proud of you 
FUMC! 
 
And are you ready to really get this party on? First United Methodist is 
celebrating 150 years in ministry this year!! Look for details in the weeks 
ahead about our big celebration events! 
 
A couple of staff adjustments as we begin the new year. First, as of  
January 1, Beth will go to quarter-time and will focus on pastoral care. 
Mandie Speegle is stepping down as Nursery Director and Jessica Bates 
(our Director of Children’s Ministry) will assume those responsibilities. 
 
As the United Methodist Church continues to seek a resolution to the matter 
of human sexuality, let us dedicate ourselves to the spiritual practice of 
prayer for our delegates (remember Lisa Buffum is a general conference 
delegate this year) our bishops, and our local churches. This has been a 
painful struggle and plans for a resolution are beginning to emerge, with 
General Conference approaching in May. Bishop Saenz has written a very 
helpful letter which is available in the church lobby, church office, and on 
our website. I encourage you to pick up a copy and read it. Any way 
forward must be approved by 2020 General Conference. I am carefully 
monitoring all the information available and am in consultation with our 
District Superintendent. When we become aware of more details - you will 
be made aware of them and there will be plenty of opportunity for questions 
and discussion. May we continue to practice the ethos of love and respect 
for one another. Passion and conviction are not excuses for doing harm to 
one another; they are excuses for just, righteous, and holy living. We will 
get to where God wants us to be. May we be gifted with 20/20 vision from 
God in these days. Remember...First United Methodist Church is God’s 
idea...and, in my opinion, FUMC was and is a great idea!! 
 
Blessed 2020! 
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150 Years!  
Mark your calendar for 
Sunday, April 26, when we 
will have an all-church 
celebration of First United 
Methodist Church’s 150th 

Anniversary. Our District Superintendent, Mitch 
Reece will speak, and we invite all former pastors, 
staff, and members to come and help us celebrate 
150 years of faithfulness.  
We will have a 10:00 am combined worship service 
followed by an old-fashioned “Dinner on the 
Grounds”. More information will be coming, but one 
way you can help is to spread the word to former 
members. Also, we would love to have pictures of 
events at the church through the years. Please bring 
us pictures that you have of church weddings, 
Sunday School events, all-church events, quilting 
projects, VBS, etc. We will scan the photos and 
return them to you. And, if you are related to any of 
the founding church members, or if you know of 
anyone who is, please give us that information. If you 
have ideas, or would help us plan the celebrations, 

please speak with Pastor Beth. 

 
New Bible Study to Begin 

Would you like to know a 
great method for studying 
God's Word, to study with a 
passion to know God? 
Would you like to know what 
some passages of Scripture 
really mean; especially the 
words and parables of the 

Jewish rabbi, Jesus? Join us for six 75-minute 
sessions on Thursday evening, beginning Jan. 16, 
at 6:30 pm in the home of Tom and Candy Pettey 
for a hands-on time of fellowship and study led by 
Dr. Roger Storm. Please see the bulletin boards 
for more information and RSVP to Candy at 620-
229-8375 or 620-222-4842. 

 
Cookies for the Snack Bar 

During the month of January our 
church has been asked to 
provide cookies for the William 
Newton Hospital snack bar. If 
you would like to help, sign up in 
the foyer of our church. On the 
day you are to provide cookies, 
please take 3 dozen cookies to 
the hospital snack bar by 9:00 
am. You may park in front of the hospital to take the 
cookies inside.  

 
 

Winfield Habitat for Humanity 
Soup Supper 

The annual Winfield Area Habitat 
for Humanity Soup Supper is 
Thursday, Jan. 23, 5:00-6:30 pm in 
our Fellowship Hall.  Tickets are a suggested 
$7.00 donation. Kids under 6 eat free! Carry out is 
available.  Any questions about food preparation, 
please call Jacque Nation at 218-5673.  Come 
enjoy the fellowship, food, and support the work of 
Habitat in their 28th house in 2020. 

 
          Pancake Supper 
United Methodist Men will hold their 
annual Pancake and Sausage supper 
on Monday, Feb. 3, from 5:00 to 7:00 
pm in Fellowship Hall.  Suggested 
donation is $7 for adults and $3 for 

children under 12 years old.  Proceeds go for 
College Scholarships. Tickets are available from 
any member of United Methodist Men or at the 
door.  

Extending Thanks to . . . 
Bill Bridges and Dennis Rice for delivering 
commodities in December.  
 
Everyone who helped take down the Christmas 
decorations. You are appreciated! 

 

Randy & Brandon Vanderpool for shoveling snow 
at the church last weekend. 
 

Scholarship applications are now being 
accepted for the 2020-21 school year. 

 You may pick up a paper application 
from the church office and complete it. 

 A Word form of the application can be 
requested from the office at 
Nancy@winfieldfumc.org. 

 There is a form that can be filled out 
online on the Scholarship page of our 
website at www.winfieldfumc.org. Click 
on Scholarships from the Home page.  

Please take special note of the guidelines at the 
beginning of the application. The deadline for 
applications to be received in the church office 
is Monday, Mar. 2, 2020, at 5:00 pm, and no 
applications will be accepted after that time. 
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Thank You 
Dear Church Family, 
Thank you so much for all of the prayers, cards, 
flowers, calls and the prayer shawl as I have 
continued to recover over the past several 
months. I really appreciate your concern and 
everything you have done for me. 
    Blessings, 
    Jeanice Shimon 
 
MaKenna graduated in December from Emporia 
State with her bachelors in communication.  She 
made it through a semester early and the support 
of this wonderful church helped to make it 
possible. We would like to thank all of the people 
involved in her scholarship, the gift packages, and 
the prayers! FUMC has been a true blessing to her 
and our family!  Thank you from the bottom of our 
hearts! 

Paula Price  
 
The Winfield Newton Hospital Auxiliary 
appreciates the contribution from your church of 
cookies to the WNH Snack Bartimaeus. Your 
generous contribution helped us in donating 
$55,000 to the WNH Foundation. The funds 
donated for the next six years are designated to 
help in the renovation of our surgical waiting 
room and facilities. We are very excited about 
reaching a $250,000 goal to help in this phase 
of renovation for WNH. The new surgery 
waiting room will be named after the WNH 
Auxiliary. 
   Sincerely, Pat King 

  WMHA Cookie Chairperson 
 

 

 
Want to Discuss the Morning Scripture? 

If you would like to discuss the 
scripture for Sunday morning 
worship you are invited to join Steve 
Wilke and the Fellowship Class in 
the church library every Sunday 
morning at 9:45 am. The class reads 

the scripture for the sermon that day 
and discusses questions, thoughts and ideas for 
how it applies to our lives. If you have attended 
8:30 worship you can add your thoughts regarding 
the morning’s message. If you are attending the 
10:45 service, you will be better prepared for 
hearing God’s word. Everyone is welcome! 

 

 
 
 

 
Happy Birthday to all who are celebrating birthdays 
in February!! The birthdays of the members and 
friends for whom we have records are listed below. If 
you have additions please call the office so we can 
update our records. Send a card, make a phone call, 
or do a little something to help recognize these 
birthdays when you can. 
 

2/2 Matt Hopper, Lee Musson, Rhyanna 
Richert 

2/3 Taryn Comstock, Derek Pressnall,  
Rylan Richert 

2/4 Dee Ledy 
2/5 Elli Phillips, Pam Taylor, Steve Westfall 
2/6 Paige Camp 
2/7 Nathan Groene, Bailey Haunschild, Ashley 

Lance 
2/8 Dee Johnson, Tom Pettey, Steele Sarnacki 
2/9 Chance Alquest, Jane Dexter-Clock, John 

Kumorowski 
2/11 Joshua Byrne, Dee Morland, Maggie 

Speegle 
2/12 Shawn Emerson, Paxon Hutto 
2/12 Kayden Miller 
2/13 Kaely Harrod 
2/14 Tammy Carrasco, Kimela Woods 
2/15 Helen Holdeman, Matthew Norton,  

Susan Norton 
2/16 Isaac Speegle 
2/17 Steve Rosecrans 
2/18 David Hammer, Abram McPherson,  

Eli Sumpter 
2/19 Julie Thompson 
2/20 Theo Podschun, Ruth Shirley 
2/21 Lynn Biddle, Stacy Bradberry,  

Dennis Clock 
2/22 Teresa McCaslin, Teresa Mugler 
2/23 Tom Bossi, Sharon Frazer, Rick Kerr, 

Willie Tuttle 
2/24 Sandra Hower 
2/25 Ken Lewis 
2/27 John Johnson, Jennifer Madrigal, Angie 

Soukup, Austin Thiel 
2/28 Carol Craig, Karen Craig 
2/29 Tessa Olney 
 
 



 

 
 

Forward with Grace 
You are invited to join the 
“Forward with Grace” this 
Sunday at Grace UMC 
as they show the 
YouTube video that 
Bishop Richard Wilke 
recorded this summer. 
They will show the video 
and then have round 
table discussions led by 
Pastor Maddie and 
Bishop Bruce Blake. 
Everyone is welcome! 
 

Martin Luther King Prayer Brunch 
The Annual 
Prayer Brunch 
for Martin 
Luther King, Jr. 
Day is Monday, 
Jan. 20, at 
10:15 am at 
Grace United 
Methodist. The 

cost is $3.00 and everyone is welcome. Grace 
UMC is at the corner of College and Janes streets.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
If you have given us a name to put on the Prayer List please give us 
frequent updates so we can keep current.  Thank you for all your 
prayers on behalf of those in our prayer concerns. 

 
Prayer Chain 

If you have concerns or joys for which you desire 
prayer, please email Carolyn Eastman, 
jce1936@gmail.com or the church, 
office@winfieldfumc.org. 
 

 

  

A Look at Our Loyalty 

 

 

 
 

 

December 15 
December 

22 

 

December 29 

 

January 5 

8:30 Worship    75  80 (10 am service)   58 

10:45 Worship       99 172 135 146 

Evening Worship    48     63     30      46 

Total Worship  222 315 165 250 

Sunday School    97   82 110 107 

Offering  $56,987 $24,403 $5,929   $96,068 

Needed Weekly       $12,050 

Needed as of 
December 31 

    $626,576 

Received as of 
December 31 

    $628,081 

Prayer List    
Winfield First Family 

Sue Beeson Darrell Morse Betty Ross 
Cindi Madrigal Marjorie Logsdon Karla Sultz 
   
 Oscar Peterson-

Veatch 
Tom Wallrabenstein 

Extended Family and Friends 

Valerie Aladieff Mark Godsey Jim McPherson 
Nancy Austin Tierney Havner Lynn Merritt 
Ronald Cowel Buddy Hendrix Christin Paladin 
Tracy Christianson Larry Howard Marsha Spangler 
Cheryl  Crow Curstin Jenkins Brantley Taylor 
Marshall Custer Jason Jenkins Aaron Toney 
Kim Estabrook Bruce Johnson Laura Weidman 
Peggy Everett Farrell Lofton Jody Wilson 
Marc Godfrey Vanessa Matare Mary Wilson 

Grief and Loss 
Kris & Cinda Wyckoff in the death of their grandson 

Dale Russell in the death of his father 
Dave Dimit in the death of his sister-in-law 

World Concerns 
Military & first responders and their families; 2020 General 

Conference of UMC; Australian bushfires; earthquake victims in 
Puerto Rico; Peace in the Middle East. 
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January Series 

Why be like everyone else when we can be wacky, 

backward, and weird? We can try to blend in and be 

like everyone else, or we can stand up and stand out. 

After all, that’s what Jesus did! When Jesus showed 

up, His whole life seemed not-so-normal to most 

people. From His childhood to His early ministry, it 

was clear from the beginning that Jesus wasn’t like 

most people. In this 4-week series, kids will examine 

the early life and ministry of Jesus as they discover 

that Jesus is not normal, that Jesus is God, that 

Jesus is perfect, and that Jesus invites us to be 

not-so-normal along with Him. 

 

 

 
 

Our Annual Chili Cook-
off and Baked Goods 
Auction is Sunday,  
Jan. 26 in Fellowship 

Hall at noon. Everyone is 
invited to come and sample the chili and purchase 
baked goods to support the youth mission trip and 
retreats. There will be soup available as well for 
those who cannot eat chili. 
(Youth planning on going on retreats this summer 
should help with the Chili Cook off on Sunday, 
Jan. 26, by bringing a crock pot of chili and a 
baked item.)  

 
Middle School Youth Group… 

will continue to meet on Wednesday nights from 6-
7:30, parent’s please sign up to bring the meal 
once this semester. Our focus for the spring will be 
on Messy things in the Bible.  
 

High School Youth Group… 

will continue to meet on Sunday nights from 7-8, 
with supper before as part of the Sunday night 
worship. Please join with other parents and sign 
up for the meal if your child attends. 
 

Youth Praise team… 

will continue to meet at noon on most Sundays. If 
you have questions contact Jordan Butler. 
 

Confirmation Class… 
continues their preparations to join the church on 
April 19. We will have meetings with students 
individually in early March to talk about 
membership. 
 

Super Bowl Parties 
Plans are being made for our youth Super Bowl 
Parties. Talk to Bill if you are willing to host one of 
the parties.  

Youth 

News 

Worship Bags are 

now available at ALL 

our worship services 

for kids who wish to 

stay in the service 

with their families! 

Nursery will be 

available during our 

worship time and we 

will continue to have 

Children’s Church in 

the 10:45 service.  

Every month we 

encourage all our 

kids to memorize 

scripture. This 

month’s verse(s) 

are 2 Tim. 3:16 & 

Psalm 118:24. Candy 

is given to every 

student who 

memorizes one or 

both verses! 
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Faithfully Fit Exercise Group 
Our 17 year old 
ecumenical exercise class 
continues on Tuesday and 
Thursday mornings in Room 202.  The time has 
changed to 10 am. After exercise, we have a short 
health teaching and devotions.  We've become 
really good prayer support for each other!   

Come on and join us.  We have participants 
using a walker and cane, so no matter your ability, 
we’d love to have you! Please call Cherri Baer for 
more information, 221-3678. 

 
Prayer Shawls   

Our faithful Prayer Shawl 
group continues to meet the 
second Tuesday of each 
month at 10 am in Room 201 
to make prayer shawls for 
those we know of in special 

need of prayer. New members are always 
welcome! If you know of someone who might 
benefit from a prayer shawl, please contact the 
church office, or speak with coordinator Jan Flick. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Night to Shine 
This year’s Night to Shine will be held at Aviator 
Church in Winfield on Friday, Feb. 7, 6-9 pm, 
Night to Shine is an unforgettable prom night 
experience, centered on God’s love, for people 
with special needs, ages 14 and older. On one 
night, hundreds of churches of different 
denominations from all over the world will come 
together to celebrate people with special needs! 
To find out how you can be a part of this 
worldwide movement, visit aviatorchurch.com or 
contact Jonathan Gibson at 
jonathan@aviatorchurch.com/620-218-6332 or 
karen@aviatorchurch.com/620-221-1590. 
  We need your help to make this a great 
night for special needs people in our county. If you 
would like to volunteer or to donate, go to 
aviatorchurch.com,  
To learn more and see all the churches that are a 
part of this worldwide movement, check out 
www.timtebowfoundation.org 

 
Mark Your Calendar 

Jan. 20       Church Office Closed for MLK Day 
Feb. 26       Ash Wednesday 
April 12       Easter 
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